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A 1) V K ]i T 1 S J-: M l<: N 


TO THK 

si'.coNi) ]:t)ition. 


SiNcr: tlic ])ub]icalioii of tbo First Voliiino of ibis Work, the 
biditor has l)c‘cii favoured with many eonnnunicaiions, wliich 
liavo caused some addilioal Letters to be inserted in the pre 
sent Edition. 

Through the innueiice of a friend, access lias been obtained 
to the Papers of the late Dr. MSXrlhur, which are now in 
the possession of his daughter, Mrs. Conway ; but they con- 
tain few original documents relating to TiOid Nelson, and 
scarcely any of the Manuscri])ts that were used in Clarke 
and McArthur’s Life of Nelson.” If no other l\i])crs of 
Dr. IVPArthur are in existence, the suggestion in the Preface 
that his family had retained Letters which were lent to him 
is without foundation; and the Ediior, therefore, willingly 
recalls it. The fact, however remains, that many of the 
persons who lent original Letters to Dr. MCArlhur, never re- 
c ivcred them. It is therefore possible that they may have 
bci'ii lost. 

Though the examination of Dr. ]\PArthur’s Pajicrs was 
not attended with the expected result, some valuable original 
I.etters, and Copies of a few' others, have thereby been ob- 
tained. The original Letters were addressed to Lord Hood, 
during the Sieges of Bastia and Calvi, or to Dr. MCArthur ; 
and, (together with two Letters from other sources,) are in- 
serted in their proper places in this Volume. 

The most ihijiortant document in Mrs. Conu'ay’s posses- 
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sion is, the oriijinal Manuscript of Lord Nelson’s autobio- 
graphical ‘‘ Sketcli of his Life,” which is now for the first 
time printed exactly as it was written. 

Tlic Editor is much indebted to Lady Bolton, a niece of 
Jiord Nelson, for many Letters and Papers of great interest, 
wliioh were obligingly communicated by James Young, Esq., 
of Wells in Norfolk. He has also to offer his best acknow- 
ledgments to the Dowager Lady de Saurnarez, and to liord 
do Saurnarez, for JiOrd Nelson’s Letters to that distinguished 
ornament of th<! Naval Service, the late Admiral Lord de 
Saurnarez ; to Mrs. Ellis, daughter of Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, (Nelson’s early patron and friend) ; to Admiral Sir 
Robert Otway, Bart., K.C.B.; to Colonel Hugh I’crcy Da- 
vison; to Captain Sir Andrew Pellet Green, K.C.IL; to the 
Reverend Henry Girdlcston ; to Caj)lain Sir George Augus- 
tus Westphal, R.N. ; to Captain Wicldrington, R.N.; to 
Captain Robert Intz-Gcrald Gambier, R.N. ; to Nathaniel 
Young, Esq. ; and to tlic Reverend Edward Bushby, of St. 
Jubii’s College, Carnliridge. 

lie also begs leave to thank Lord Stanley, for bis permis- 
sion to ])iiut Jjord Nelson's Jjetters to the Secretary of Slate 
for War and Colonics, in the years 1.^()‘3, ISO I, and 1805, 
which, as stated in tbe Preface, arc now in the Colonial 
Oflicc. 

Advantage lias been taken of Ibis Edition to supply some 
jiarticulars of Lord Nelson’s family, as well as of liimself; 
to insert additional Notes ; and to correct typograjdiical and 
ether (‘rrors, 

Jiimiiirr l.'i* )n4.V 
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FIRST EDITION. 


Tiiiim-NINE years have elapsed since the greatest 
of all the Heroes that adorn the Naval History of 
Britain closed a career of unprecedented triumphs, by a 
dcatli which consummated his own glory, and rendered 
him, for ever, a paramount object of National pride, gra- 
titude, and affection. 

But though no language can adccjiiately describe the 
effect of his transcendant services upon his Country, 
upon l^urope, and indeed upon the whole civilized AVorld, 
England is still more largely indebted to Nelson than 
even for his exploits. She owes to him a Name syiioi.y- 
mous with Victory, which, with almost talismanic power, 
inspires her Sons in the day of battle with a confidence 
that ensures success; and She is indebted to him for an 
example to ages yet unborn, of the most ardent loyalty, 
the most genuine patriotism, the most conscientious 
sense of duty to his Sovereign and his Country, and of 
the highest profe- rional skill, combined with the most 
generous dispositlvui, tlie kindest licart, and the noblest 
aspirations, that ever graced a Public Man. 
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In tlie history of Nelson’s career, JMiglisliinen have 
always felt Ihe^ liveliest interest ; and their gratitude 
for his services has been shown by Parliamentary 
Grants to his family, and by Monuments to his me- 
mory. Tlie Crown, though with a sparing hand, con- 
ferred various Honours upon Nelson, which were ex- 
tended to his relations after his death ; yet, with ex- 
traordinary inconsistency, his amiable Widow received 
no increase of Dignity ; and no Pritish Honours what- 
ever have descended to the Hero’s heir-at-law, and sole 
representative. 

Before describing the ])resent Work, it is desirable to 
take some notice of the various publications, professing 
to be Lives of Loan Nelson, which have appeared: 

I. ‘‘Tlio Life of Lord Nelson,” in th(i third volume 
of the “ Naval Cnironielc,’* apparently written by Dr. John 
M/Avthnr, a Purser in the Navy, who had been S(icre- 
tary to Admiral Viscount Itood, and who was personally 
known to Lord Nelson. For that work Nelson wrote, in 
October “ The Sketch of my Jafe,” wliich is now 

pn tixed to his licttcrs. The Atemoir was continued in 
the fourteenth, and concluded in the fifteenth, volume of 
the ‘‘ Naval Chronicle,” which valuable publication, 
as might be expected, abounds with Letters, Anecdotes, 
&c., of Nelson. 

IT. “ Biographical Memoirs of Lord Viscount Nelson, 
with Observations, Critical and hlxjdanalory. By John 
Cliarnock, Lsip,” 8vo. 1802. This compilation was of no 
other value than that of containing such information 
of Nelson’s early life as the Author’s friend. Captain 
Lockei , <‘r uld coiuributc ; together with many of the Letters 



PKKFAf^i:. 


IX 


from Nki.son to Captain Loclxcr, wliicli form so interest- 
ing a part of the present Collection. It will be seen 
that the Editor has obtained access to the Orifjinal Let- 
ters; and he found that in no one instance had tliose Let- 
ters been accurately jirinted by Charnock. In many cases, 
im]jorlant passages were omitted, because they contained 
Nklson’s opinion of individuals; but most of the altera- 
tions were made with the intention of improving their 
style, in wliicli absurd attempt much of the writer’s spirit 
was lost, and his own natural and nervous ^vords gave 
])lacc to wliat was considered more genteel ox more etegnnt 
expressions. 

HI. d'he I ale of Horatio liOrd Viscount Nelson, by 
Mr. Harrison,” two volumes 8vo., ISOO.— This Memoir 
)vas written under the dictation of liady Hamilton, with 
the view of sujiporting her claims upon the Government ; 
and it is disgvac('d by disparaging, and unjust allusions 
to Lady Nelson. The work contains, however, some 
Letters, and a few statements not printed elsewhere ; and 
though the Fietters ajipcar to be faithfully given, the state- 
ments, coming from so prejudiced a source, are extremely 
suspicious ; and, if not without foundation, were, no doubt, 
veay partially drawn. Alluding to the Author’s assertion 
that he had been assisted by some of the Hero’s dear and 
Ultimate friends,” the “ Quarterly lie view ” observed, ‘Mt 
“ seems as if these friends of Lord Nelson were in search 
of a writer who would undertake to justify the only cul- 
pable parts of his conduct, and found Mr. Harrison a 
tit person for their jiurjiose.” 

IV. ‘‘ Memoirs of the Ihofessional T/ifc ol Horatio 
Nelson, A'iscount and llan-n Nelson By Joshua \\ liib’. 
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Esq.” 12mo. 1806. — A booksellers’ work made up for 
tlie occasion, and of little value : it contains, however, one 
or two Letters, and perhaps as many facts, not printed 
elsewhere. 

V. Orme’s Graphic History of the Life of Horatio 
Viscount Nelson:” folio, 1806. — A volume intended *10 
illustrate a scries of Engravings of Nelson's great battles. 
Neither the Memoir, which was written by Francis Wil- 
liam Blagdon, nor the Plates, have any merit. 

VI. The Life of Lord Viscount Nelson. By T. O. 
Churchill.” 4to., 1808. — A wretched com])ilation, in- 
tended as the vehicle of some equally wretched Engrav- 
ings. 

Vn. The Life of Admiral Lord Nelson, K. B., from 
his JiOrdship’s Maniiscri])ts. By the llev. James Staniev 
Clarke, F.Il.S., and John McArthur, ICsq., LL.I)., late 
Secretary to Admiral Lord Viscount Hood two volumes 
royal cpiarto, published in 1800, with numerous Plates, 
and since reprinted in octavo. — This is the standard liifc 
of Nelson, and it has been largely used for all subsequent 
works. The Authors had access to the greater part of, 
but certainly not to all, the MSS. of IjOKD Nelson, then 
belonging to Earl Nelson ; and a large body of Letters and 
Papers were sent to them by a great number of other 
persons, particularly by His late Majesty, and by a lady 
who possessed Nelson’s interesting Letters to his Wife, be- 
fore and after their marriage. The Memoir is principally 
made up of extracts from those Letters and Papers ; but 
scarcely in any one of the numerous instances in which 
the Editor of this Work has had the opportunity of com- 
paring the extracts printed hy Clarke and McArthur willi 
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llic original Letters or Papers, do tliosc extracts entirely 
agree with the originals. 

Dr. Clarhe and Dr. McArthur seem to have been actu- 
ated by the same love of improving the lictters, which 
fell into their hands, as their predecessor Mr. Charnock ; 
and though lljey, like him, thereby disregarded the first 
j)rinciple of Editorship, they are rarely open to the sus- 
picion of having made the alteralions from a worse motive 
than the desire to exhibit Nelson’s productions in what, 
they considered, a fitting ejiistol ary slate; as ii’ a Hero could 
never think, write, or speak naturally, but must always 
appear in full dress. Be the mofivc, however, what it 
might, the elfect is, that no reliance can be placed on the 
literal fidelity of any one extract printed in their volumi- 
nous uork. 

VI II. The Life of Nelson. By llobert Southey, 
Esq., LL.Dr, l^oet liaureat.’^ 12mo. — This, the most 
popular of all the Memoirs of Nelson, is an enlarge- 
ment of its Author’s article on Charnock’s, Harvisoifs, 
Churchill’s, and Clarke and M^Xrthiir’s Lives of Nelson, in 
the ‘‘Quarterly llevicw ” for February, 1810. It first 
appeared as a separate volume in ISlJI, and has passed 
through numerous editions. 

JX. “ The Life of Nelson. By the Old Sailor.” 12mo., 
1838, — which is the fullest collection of facts and anec- 
dotes relating to Nelson yet given lo the Public. Every 
printed anthorily has been consulted, and much new in- 
formation inserted from the innumerable scattered Notices 
in Magazines, the “ United Service Journal,” Professional 
Newspapers, ^c. 



xn 


PHKFACK. 


X. “ The Letters of Lord Nelson to Lady Hamilton.” 
In 2 vols. 8vo., 18M. — This work probably owed its 
existence to the distresses of the unfortunate woman to 
whom the Letters were addressed ; and its appearance 
was justly and em])hatically denounced in the Edin- 
burgh lleview.”^ Such parts of those Letters as are un- 
ohjeclionable will be found in this Collection. 

With the exception of some Pamphlels, of which the 
most imY)ortant were written by the late Vice-Admiral 
Sir Edward EooU', K. C. !>., respecting the ca]ntulatu)n of 
tlic Castles of Uovo and Nuovo, at Na])les, and the fate 
of Caraccioli, the preceding List seems to contain all the 
Works relating to Nkcson that alford any information of 
his character or services. 

Hut even if all those Works had been as well cxecub d 
as their several jdans admitted, the JUogra])hy of Nj:r.so\ 
would still have been incom]>letc. I'he Life of a JMan 
is best described by himself; either formally, in those 
pieces of autobiography which are ])erhaps the most 
attractive of all compositions, or, in the simple rela- 
tion of his thoughts, conduct, and intentions, in Let- 
ters designed for the perusal of those only to whom 
they were addressed. A series of Letters is usually 
a Journal of the writer’s actions, as well as of his 
feelings; and forms almost as comjdete a narrative of 
his career as a regular piece of autobiograj)Iiy. 1'Iic 
very design of the Autobiographer, if he intend his 
work for publication, is scarcely consistent with an im- 
partial exhibition of himself ; and unless it be a Diary, 
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actually written at the time, and not afterwards altered, 
it cannot have the freshness and reality of a Letter to a 
near relation, or an intimate friend, conveying the imj)res- 
sions of the moment, and proceeding more from the heart 
than the head. 

It is extremely well said, that “ We leel especially that 
familiar Letters, J'ipistoLc adQuintimi fralrcm,’ ^ I^pis- 
tola) ad Atticum,’ the very effusions most likely to 
escape us, are precisely wliat we chiefly long to seize 
and to perpetuate. They are, indeed, windows through 
which we look far into the heart — valves, at which 
wo observe the wayward ehullitions of temper es- 
caping — meters, by which we calculate the mind’s 
elasticity, the intensity of passions, the oscillations 
of the will. The easy private liCtters of an individual 
bear some analogy to the ballads of a Nation. They 
embody and carry off, as the mood may be, softly or ner- 
“ vously, jocularly or sadly, coarsely or elegantly, and 
nine limes out of ten, we believe, iionestl} , the whim 
‘‘ or resoive, enjoyment or anguish, rankling or effer- 
vcscence of the sj)irit, at the moment of their com])osi- 

“ tion.” What a flood of light has not 

the twinkling star-ray of one Letter })oured over the 
previous gloom of a Nation’s Annals ! With what a 
cloud has not another obscured a hitherto sunny rc- 
nown ! x\nd how much reality — fresh living truth, in 
feature, costume, dej)ortine:it, Jiabits — is iinj)arted by 
“ these illustrative Portraits, as we may call them, to 
the vague delincatio3i. of History, of which the high 
and wide ])urpose seems <.o be fulfilled in present- 
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ing to us the substance of the action, and only the 

shadow of the actor.”- 

Letters are therefore justly considered the most impor- 
tant, as well as the most interesting illustrations of cha- 
racter and talents; but the value of Letters for that pur- 
pose depends more upon the manner in which they are 
given to the world, than is generally supposed; and 
as the Editor’s opinion on the subject has been 
acted upon in the present publication, it is proper to 
state it. 

The principal questions, which an Editor of an 
extensive Correspondence has to decide, are — What Let- 
ters should be published ? Whether the liCtters should 
be printed entire, or whether certain passages should 
be omitted ? Whether Names should be suppressed ? 
Whether the Letters should be given literally, or be altered 
according to Lis own ideas of accuracy and ele- 
gance ? Though in most cases it is, no doubt, ne- 
cessary to omit many Letters that fall into an lulitor’s 
bands, on account of their want of iiiq)ortance, this docs 
not always form a reason for witbliolding tliein ; but it 
depends upon the interest attached to the writer, the 
distance of time at which lie lived, and the iiiniiber of 
such Irilling Letters, to determine vvlietlier they should be 
printed. 

Everytlihig that proceeded from an illustrious Man, 
and especially in the early part of bis life, has an interest 
which belongs not to the article itself, but is reflected 
upon it by bis subsequent glory. No Letter of Chaucer 
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or Slialicspcare, for example, could be uninlercstiug, 
however trilling its contents ; and it is conceived 
tliat the familiar Letters of any Great Charac- 
ter, which describe his situation and feelings in the 
early stages of his career, — his hoj)es, liis disappoint- 
ments, and the clforts by which he surmounted every 
obstacle, and eventually chained fortune to his car, — 
yield only in interest, and in value, to Letters written 
after his powers had found adequate occasions for 
display, when he was in the full splendour of his 
renown, and when his Correspondence, from relat- 
ing to great events and eminent individuals, not only 
commands attention, but becomes part of the History 
of his time. 

Moreover, where Genius exists, and where one great 
and absorbing feeling occupies the mind, the most 
insignificant, as well as the most studied and impor- 
tant Letter, bears more or less of its imj)ress : tlius, 
there is scarcely a Note of Nelson^s that docs not con- 
tain some word, or line, or sentence, indicative of his 
predominant passions — Military Fame, and the Service of 
his Country. 

It has been remarked by high literary authority, that* 
“ even the private habits of such a man as Lord Nel- 
SON, when tliey are evidenced, as in this instance, by 
‘‘ the undoubted testimony of his own Letters, arc matter 
of History, and must pass as such into the records of 
‘‘ the age.” 

^ Edinburgh Review, for S.'])ternber 181 1 , vtd. xlvi. 309, Article on 
Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Jlamiltcn. 
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It was, llicverorc, the anxious desire of tlie Editor 
to collect as many as ])ossiblc of Nklson’s early Letlersi 
which Ihougli they can bear no comparison with the 
vivid interest of his later Correspoiideiicc, arc very cha- 
racteristic, showing the goodness of his heart, exhi- 
biting the gradual development of his extraordinary 
powers, and bearing striking marks of that ardent zeal, 
which was afterwards so elfcctually manifested at St. 
V^incent, the Nile, Copenhagen, and Trafalgar. 

At a very early stage of his labours, the Editor became 
convinced that the instances in which tliere would be a ne- 
cessity to suppress any Letter of Nelson were extremely 
few ; that whenever they did occur, it would be more iVom 
public than from private causes; and that the obligation 
would be iinj)osed u])on him by others rather than 
by his own conviction. I’hough aware that he must 
occasionally print a trilling Letter, or Letters of 
which some part is of little value, he entertained the hope 
of being able to declare of Nelson what, he believes, has 
never been said ])y the Editor of the Corres])ondence ol* 
any other eminent Person, — that every lictter which fell into 
his hands, ((‘\(;ej)t those addressed to the object of a pas- 
sion as romantic as it was criminal,) extending ovar 
the whole period of the professional life of a man of 
ardent and irritable temperament, written under every 
variety of circumstances, and u])on every conceiv- 
able subject, might see the light, with no other sup- 
pressions, than of a few lines relating to private 
cx]>enscs, and no othcT alterations, than tlio occa- 
oioeul coiAeclion of a loose orthography, which would 
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have lisclessly disligvived lliu page, and annoyed the 
rtMder. 

Hitherto, the Editor lias been able to carry out this 
design : he has every reason to hope he shall be able to 
])ursuc it ; and if so, he conlidently submits that it will 
redound to the honour of Nelson’s heart, and sliew 
the bcautilul simplicity and integrity of bis private 
character, in a far higher degree than all the eulogies 
ever composed on his merits, rellecling lustre upon even 
liis matchless Victories. In what other instance?, strictly 
j)arallel, has this ever been done? in how many would it 
be possible to do so without irreparable damage to the 
writer? and to accomjdish it, who would not insert a 
few Letters which may se<*m trivial, and a few sentences 
which, being the momentary effect of* irritation of mind 
or body, it nnght ])erhaj)s be wished had never been 
written ? 

This Collection of Nelson’s Leiiers will coiisequenily 
be the most genuine and truthful portrait of a rul)lic Cha- 
racter that the world has ever seen. In most cases an 
iMlitor or Biographer selects only such Letters, or relates 
such facts, as jdace his hero advanlage»)Usly before the 
world; and upon that plan, with the snpj)ressioii of 
every unfavourable ])assage in the Letters that do ap]>ear, 
(and, pt!rhaps too, without the least intimation that any 
thing is omitted,) every man can be made to rej)rcscnt 
himself as if there batl not been one s])ech ol human Irailty 
in his nature. But thongh pure gold may be the ajjparent 
residt of this literary alchemy, tnilli wholly evaporates 
in tin; process ; and if the si'cicls of the laboratory be ever 
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exposed, the artist, and his subject equally become 
objects of contempt. 

With every allowance for the motives of such suppres- 
sions, nothing, however, can possibly justify the system of 
Charnock, Clarke and McArthur, and apparently of many 
other Editors, in having subjected what purports to be 
copies or extracts, to a refining process of their own, by 
which the text is so changed, that while the Reader ima- 
gines he is perusing what Nelson, or the party in ques- 
tion, actually wuote, he is in fact indulged w'ith an im- 
proved and very different version of their Letters. The 
plan of the present publication is, it is believed, not only 
more satisfactory in itself^ but it is consistent with the 
bold, uncompromising, natural character of Nelson. 
He now’ appears before his Countrymen in his writings, 
as he himself did in his lifetime, without concealment 
or disguise ; and they w ill find in these JiClters 
his own generous, and inqicluous s|)iril, free from the 
alloy of Editorial adulteration, or Editorial squeamish- 
ness. 

Every possible pains have been taken to ])rint tlie 
Letters with the strictest fidelity. The text has, in al- 
most all cases, been collated wdth the originals. Tlie 
brackets show where words have been supj)lied; and 
the italics indicate the parts which were underlined by 
Nelson. 

It was not, as might be sup])osed, the success that 
has attended the publication of the “ Dispatches of the 
Di;ke of Wellington,” or the powerful manner in which 
they havr enhanced his Grace’s fame, that induced 
the J.ditor to undertake the present work. Always an 
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ardent admirer of Nelson^ and liaving in early lilii served 
in the Profession of wliicli lie was the ornament, it lias 
long been his conviction that full justice had not been done 
to Nelson, and that such justice could only be rendered 
by Nelson himself. The materials for the tmrjiose 
he knew were ample ; but they have proved far more 
extensive, and much more valuable than he expected, 
'riie attemjit of Clarke and MMrthur to form the text 
of Njolson’s Life” out of his Letters was a mistake, 
which, on the ap])earancc of their work, was pointed 
out ill the (inarterly Review,” where it was said, that 
the Lditors ‘‘ having obtained an immense mass of docu- 
ments, private and official, they liad attempted to combine 
two incompatible olijccts ; and that cither a Life of Nel- 
son should have been com[)iled from them, or the docu- 
ments themselves should have been arranged and ])rinted 
as materials for History, under the title of the Nei^son 
rAiMUis.” While referring to that admirable piece of 
criticism, it is impossible to resist the satisfaction of ex- 
tracting two or three other passages from it whicli show 
the jiropriety^ ol the jiresenl Work : 

The time is not yet [in 1810 ] come uhen the Lih; ol 
“ our great Nelson can be fully and faithfully velaUd: his 
“ private history cannot be laid open without greater injury 
“ to individual feelings than the j)iiblie has any right to 
‘‘ inlliet for tlic gratilicatioii of its curiosity; and of the po- 
“ lilical transactions in which he bore sv) great a ])art, the 
view s wliicb he entertained, and the j)rojeets wliieh lie 
formed, there are so'ue which cmild not be exposed 
“ without great and manifest imiuudenee.” 

r 2 
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Ah tlnrty-foiir years have passed away since the above 
confession of those iinperfeciioiis was made, it is confi- 
dently hoped tliat the defects can now be supplied, with 
great advantage to History, and without injury to indivi- 
duals, or to tljc Public ; and that not only arc Nklson’s own 
Letters and l^ipers the ])roper materials for the pnr- 
])Ose, blit that they will form that liiteraiy Monument to 
the memory of our Nelson which the Nation expected, and 
which should record Ids deeds for the immortal glory of' 
his own Country, and the admiration of the rest of the 
\Vorl(l.”‘ 

The sources from which the Letters luive been obtainiul 
are very numerous ; and though, in April last, the Editor 
commenced his labours without having one single liClter in 
his possession, enough have been already collected to 
form at least three volumes. This f'act sliows tlie care 
with whicli Nelson’s liCtters have been ]n'eserved, 
and the generous desire that prevails in tlie Public to 
eiiabh^ the Hero to perjietuale his own fame. In most 
cases these Letters have been cherished as relics; and 
in some instances they were eviai glazed and framed, 
to adorn the aj)artments of their possessors. 

In the first instance the Ivlitor wrote to every person 
who, from conneclion with the friends of Nei.son, was 
likely to have Letters, as well as to the Heads of the 
Public Departments with which lie corresjionded, espe- 
cially the Offices cf the Secretaries of State and the Ad- 
miralty. Some Letters were found in the State Pajier 
Of.hcc, of whicli the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
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])iirtmeiit was so ^c^ood as lo allow him to have copies; and 
he has reason lo ho])e that his application for transcripts of 
a valuable series in the Colonial OfTicc will be suc- 
cessful. 

To the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and es- 
pecially to Sir John Harrow, Bart., one of their Secre- 
taries, the halitor cannot sufliciently expr(!ss his obliga- 
tions for the liberality and kindness with which he has 
been treated. Every facility to their records was alfordcd 
him; and this Collection is enriched by all the otlicial 
liclters of any importance written by Xklsox to the Board 
from the conimenctnnenl to the close of his career, llic 
few Letters preserved in the Il-ast India IToiise were 
readily placed at his disposal : and for copies of them he 
begs leave to oiler his acknowledgments to the Chairman 
and Court of J^irectors, 

As a large collection of Letters were in the hands of Dr. 
Clarke and Dr. ALAiihiir, it became the Ihlitor’s duty to 
(MMh’avour to obtain access to the l\j]>ers used by those 
gentlemen in their ‘‘ Life of Lord Nelson,’’ with the hope of 
givingliterall v,and in full, those documents which they have 
printed ])artially and imperfectly. The altemj)t, however, 
utterly failed : the widow of Dr. Clarke said she knew 
nothing on tlur sul)ject; while the widow ot Dr. ArArthnr, 
after consulting some members ol his lamily, admitted that 
they had papers relating lo Nklson, but declined to allow 
tliem to be seen. The prudence of this resolntioii is 
greater than its courtesy ; because the hiditor learnt, in 
reply to his apjdications to many individuals, that all the 
lietters tlu'y possessed had been lent to Dr. Clarke and 
Dr. McArthur, and that they had not been restored. 
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It is, however, with relbrcncc only to two classes of 
Nelson’s Letters that the disaj^pointineiit respecting the 
McArthur Papers is of much importance: namely, the 
Letters to Lady Nelson, and copies of the Letters to his 
late Majesty King William the Fourth. N iimerous inquiries 
have been made after the former without success ; and 
though the original Letters to the late King are su])posed 
to have been in tlie possession of the Earl of Munster, 
the Editor was informed by one of his Lordshi])’s ex- 
ecutors that there was no chance of finding them at this 
moment. Those Letters, and some others, are therefore 
necessarily re])rinted from Clarke and MSArthur’s “ Liie 
of Nelson,” (which is expressly stated to be the authority 
for each of them,) without collation with the originals ; 
and the Reader is reminded that though the substance, 
and sometimes the words, may have been correctly given 
in that work, yet, as a general rule, confidence cannot be 
placed in the strict literal accuracy of any document 
obtained from that source;. A fe w f setters, of whieli the 
originals coulel not be traced, arc also rejirinted, from the 

Naval Chronicle,” Marshall’s Naval Riogra])hy,” or 
the other Works to which reference is maele. 

It is a pleasing task to acknowledge the assistance 
which the Eelitor has derived, anel for which he de- 
sires to offer his warmest thanks. 

The (ndliority for every Tjctter is given, and the ])er- 
sons in wliose possession tluy are stated to be, are 
assured that the Editor feels himself very much indebled 
for them. Rut such important contributions have bemi 
made, and sucl? valuable aid afforded by many other indi- 
viduals, that their kindness deserv«'s a special acknow- 
ledginent. 
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The chief source has been the Nelson Papers,” which 
consist of liis Correspondence and other Documents, public 
and private, part only of wliich was seen by Drs. Clarke 
and McArthur. For these invaluable materials, the Public 
and the Editor are indebted to Lord Jlridport, w Iio has them 
in right of Lady Bridport, the only surviving child of 
the late Earl Nelson, and the niece and heir-at-law of the 
Admiral. To Lord and Lady Bridport therefore he can- 
not aderpiately express his obligations. 

Another source was the Hood Papers,” being 
Lord Nelson’s Correspondence with one of his early and 
most constant friends, the celebrated Admiral \'iscount 
Hood, for wliich the Editor begs leave to offer his best 
thanks to the ]n*esent V^iscount Hood. To Sir Alexander 
Hood, Bart., he is also obliged for some Letters in his 
possession. 

'‘'i'liE Lo(’1vER Papers” are a collection of very interest- 
ing Letters from Nelson to Ca])tain William Locker, 
somelinie Jaeutenant-Governor of Green wicli Hospital, 
extending from the year 1777, when he was a Lieutenant 
in Captain Locker’s Shi]) the Lowestofl’e, until the death of 
that able and highly respected Oflicer, in December, 1800. 
He it was, Nelson says, “who taught me to board a 
“Frenchman”; — “who always 0)ld me to lay a French- 
“ man close and you will beat him and his alli?ction for 
his venerable ])rece])tor, whom he attended to his grave, was 
shown u])oii every occasion. The Collection belongs to his 
son Edward Hawkv Locker, Esq., F.U.S., who lately retired 
from the oflice of vJoimnivMoner of Greenwich Hospital, in 
consequence of ill health. Mr. Locker a])pears to have in- 
tended to write a “ lafe oi Nelson and l.)esides iavouring 
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the EcHtor witli those Letters, he had ihe goodness also 
to lend him his IMS. collections for that Memoir, 

To the l^arl ofMinto, G.C.B,, for a series of important 
Letters to his distinguished father; to his friend Viscount 
Strangford, G.C.B, as well for Ijcttcrs addressed to his 
liordshi]) as f(»r invahiahle assistance; to Viscount Mel- 
vilh‘, K.T ; to J.ord Jh-xley ; to the Uight 1 toiionrahlc 
Sir CJeorgc Hose, G.C.IL; to Hear Admiral Lord Had- 
slock, C.H.; to the 1 lonoiirahlc IMiss Addington, the 
llonourahlo and Very Heverend Dr. IVllew, .Dean of 
Norwich, and Haviland John Addington, Ks(p, Trus- 
tees of the Eaj)ers of the late Jjovd Viscount Sid- 
mouth, for many Letters to his Lovdshij); to Vice- 
Admiral Sir (jrahani l^alen Ilaniond, Hart., 
to Sir \\'illiani Keith Hall, Hart., for most valuable 
Letters to his father, the late H('ar Admiral Sir Alex- 
ander liall. Hart., the intimate friend of Nki.son; to (hij)- 
lain Sir William Iloste, Hart.; to Hcav-Admiral Sykes; to 
Ckmnnodore Sir h’rancis Augustus Collier, C.H., K.C.IL; 
to the Heverend Hichard Keats, for Letters to his late 
rncle, the gallant Admiral Sir Hichard Keats, (LC.H. ; 
to William Henry Whitcdiead, Esq.; to Dr. Lambton 
l]st(‘; to Dawson J’nrner, Esq., hMLS., of \'armouth ; 
to Josiah French, Esej., of Windsor; to Caj)tain James 
llo])e, H.N. ; to Commander 'Ehomas Hilt llobinson, 
H.N. ; to AVilliam C])colt, JIscp ; to Jolin iaixford, 
Es(|.; to William Masters Smitb, J0s(j. ; to William 
Jiong, of Halil; to Hiairy William Johns, Es([., of 

Hlaj d/brd; to .lames Hulman, Esep, Hielimond Herald; 
to Aloeit William Woods, Esq., iianeaster Herald; to 
Captaiit Ives Suit >u, for several Lett< rs to his late 
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father, Rear-Admiral Sutton; to Adam Bromilow, Kstj., 
Barrister- at-liaw, for Letters to the late Admiral Sir Ross 
Donnelly, K.C.B. 5 to John Barker, Esq., of Norwich ; to 
John Bullock, Esq.; to Robert Baas, Esq. ; to John Fitch, 
Es([., of Ipswicli ; to John ]3illon. Esq. ; to Thomas 
Dulfus Hardy, l^'.sq., Assistant Keeper of Records in the 
Tower; to John B. Heath, Esq., Consul General of His 
Sardinian Majesty ; to Robert Cole, Esq. ; to John A'onng, 
ITiSq. ; to John AVild, Esq.; to Henry Eljillips, FiSq. ; to 
Jose]>h Allen, Es([., ot' Greenwich Hos])ilal ; to JMr. Hol- 
loway ; and to Mr. Empsom of Bath ; and to many other 
])ers()ns the Editor’s thanks are due for Jietters of the 
highest interest. 

A series of nanavkablc Letters from I.ord Nelson to his 
inab'rnal I hide, AVilliam Suckling, Es(p, was published 
in “ th(^ Atliemeum ” Eiterary Journal in 1831, which 
were followed by a few more to the late Dr. Baird, and to 
other individuals. For permission to reprint those 1 set- 
ters, tile Editor begs leave to oiler his acknowledgments to 
his friend Charles AVentworth Dilke, INq. 

To Rage Nicol Scott, I'sq., of Norwich, whose enthiiNias- 
lic veneration for Nki.son’s memory was honourably shown 
by ]n()tecting the widow of the Hero’s brave old follower, 
‘‘ Tom Allen,” I’rom the miseries of poverty in her old age, 
the Editor is under inlinite obligations. He is on this, as 
upon every other occasion, largely indebted to his Iriend 
Sir CJiarles Young, Gartt r; and for much assistance in 
obtaining fjetiers or information, he is cxtremelv obliged 
to Admiral Sir J’hili]) Cli 'ides Calderwood Hend<n'son 
Durham, G.C.B., to Dr. Sn* George IMagrath, K. JI., who 
was for some time' Loiin N iji.son's confidential Surgeon; 
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to Rear-Admiral .Deans Diindas, C. R. ; lo Captain John 
.Pasco, R.N., who was Signal Lieutenant of the Victory 
at Trafalgar; to Thomas Mec Lowndes, Esq.; to William 
Davison, J'^sq. ; to Dr. T5. Fonseca Outrain ; to Francis 
Rradley Dyne, Esq. ; to John Harrow, ICsq., Keeper of 
the Records, and Alexander Middleton, Esq., of the Ad- 
miralty ; to Captain Montagu Montagu, R.N.; to George 
James Squibb, Esq. ; to Holton Corncy,Esq., of Greenwich 
Hospital; and to Matthew L. Coleman, h.sq., of the War 
Office. 

It is gratifying to add that many of Nelson’s Country- 
women have also shown great interest in the Wmk, by 
contributing valuable liCtters ; and the J^ditor takes the 
liberty of expressing his gratitude and respect to Her 
Grace the Duchess of Hamilton and llrandon, who 
has been so good as to favour him with co])ios of 
Loud Nelson’s Letters to the late William Heckford, of 
Fonthill, l^sq.; to the T^ady lkid])ort; to the Honourable 
Miss Addington ; to the Honourable Mrs. Newnham 
Collingwood, for the Correspondence with her cele- 
brated father V'ice-Admiral liord Collingwood ; to the 
Honourable Mrs. Wyndham, relict of the Honourable 
William Frederick Wyndham, sometime Minister at Flo- 
rence ; to the Lady JbuTy, widow of Rear-Admiral Sir 
Edward Perry, Bart,, K.C.B., for many liCtters to her 
late gallant husband, w hose career is almost ideaUitied w ith 
that of Nelson ; to the Lady Devonshire, w’i<lowM)f the late 
Rear Admiral Sir John Ferris Devonshire, K. C. H., an 
OiTieer who w^as said by the hairl of vSt. Vincent to have 
obtained every step of professional rank “ by his good and 
gallant conduct to Mrs. J^almcr, relict of Captain Edmund 
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Palmer, C.B. ; to Mrs. Tieake for Loud Nelson’s ])rivate 
IjCtlers to the late William Marsden, Es([., Secretary to the 
Admiralty ; to Mrs. Davies, for Letters to her late father, 
Francis l^rake. Esq., when Minister at Genoa ; to Miss 
Miller, the only daughter, and Mrs. Dalrymple, the sister, 
of the late Cajjtain Raljdi Willett Miller, for Letters ad- 
dressed to that brave and unfortunate Odicer, who lost his 
life by an explosion, when commanding the “ Theseus,” and 
whom Nelson describes as‘* the only truly virtuous man he 
ever knew and to Mrs. liOcker, the wife of Edward Hawke 
liocker, FiSq., for much useful information. To Mrs. IToratia 
Nelson Ward, (wife of the Reverend Pliilij) AV'ard, Vicar 
of Uenterden,) that ado])ted daugliter” wliom Nelson, 
only a few hours before he fell, so ])alhetically ‘‘ left to the 
benelicence of his Country,” as one of “ the only favours 
“he asked of his King and Country when lie was going 
“ to fight their Battle,” — he owes the most touching Letters 
ever written by a father to his child, sending lier, his 
“ parental blessing,” in the last of them, written when the 
Combined Fleets were coining out of Port. 

This long list of Contributors shows how readily the 
J^ditor’s wishes and ap]dications were acceded to; and 
almost makes him forget that in some (puirters, and those, 
too, where the recollection of Nelson ought to have been 
most cherished, (il‘ not from affection, at least from grati- 
tude,) his reipicst was not complie d with ; while in others, 
it did not receive even the common courtesy of a reply. 
In one solitary in tance, copies of Letters n ere refused, 
lest tluur t)ublicalion mi^ht injure their ])ecuniary value 
as autographs! He nov . however, ventures to appeal to 
the feelings of all who may jiossess Nelson’s Ijctters, to 
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iniitale tlic generous example of tlieir Countrymen, by 
enabling liim to render this Collection as complete as 
possible ; and the .Prefaces to the subsecpicnt Volumes will 
enable him to record their names and their lunduess. 

Uj)on the general character of Nelson’s Letters it is 
hardly necessary to make any remark in this place, 
since they will s])eak for themselves. Hut many of the 
observations in tlie Edinburgh lieview” nj)on the very 
worst and most objcctionabh; specimens of them — his 
Letters to liady Hamilton — well describe the greater ])art 
of his C'orrespondence : They exhibit the picture of a 

warm, ail’cctionate, and generous nature 

‘‘ prone to pour forth without the least restraint the 
“ most hearty ex])ressions of the sentiments that ins])ire 
“ it.” After pointing out in strong terms, the defects of 
the Ijctters to Lady Hamilton, the Ibniewer adds, “ Hut 
it is ])lcasing to observe so iVc([uently the breaking 
forlli of the only ])rincij)le, amounting in him to a j)as“ 
“ sion, which could snc( essl’ully comlKd his extravagant 
love, — we mean that mighty love of his Country, and 
“ that thirst for glory, which for the most part engrossed 
his soul — hearing bis sbaltered frame (lirougli every 
‘‘ suffering, inortilieation, and danger, and lifting bim, at 
last, to the very height of remavn, wln ii it carried bim 
“ to a death j)erlia])S the most gloiEjus that ever cl{>si*d the 
“ existence ol a warrior. TlienHs oomelliing extremely 
‘‘ affecting in tlie invariable constancy with which bis 
‘‘ military ardour rises superior to all his oilier ])as- 


Ti*n Letters in tliis Volume (“xtend from the year 1777 
to t‘ e. end oi the year 17111. 'I'he first of them was 



‘Kl’FACK. 


XXIX 


written to liis brother, tlic Reverend William Nelson, 
a lew days after he obtained his first Commission as a 
Lieutenant, wherein he says, “ 1 am now left in the world 
“ to shift for myself, whicdi T hope I shall do so as lo bring 

credit upon myself and my friends.” Th(‘. pri\ ate Letters 
were chiefly addressed to his family, to his maternal 
unede, Mr. Suckling, to Mrs. Nidson, before as well 
as after his marriage, to his friends Captain Locker, 
Mr. Ross, and Captain, afterwards Tiord, Collingwood, 
and lo FTis Royal Highness the Duke of* Cdarence. They 
relate to everything in which he was ])ersonally concerned, 
as well as to most matters, especially Naval, of passing 
interest, forming a complete narrative of that period of 
his life, affording imieh information on ])rofessional mat- 
ters, and displaying in warm colours the goodness of his 
disposition, and the strong and steady affeetion which 
he ever bore to his family and friends. l*b cry impression 
of Ids mind is stated with pkasing f’rankness; and his 
language^ though unstudied, is generally clear, and nervous. 

The Cbiicial Litters within the same i)eriod were ad- 
dressed to the Admiralty, and lo the Admirals under 
whosi^ command he was jilaced, on subjects connected 
with Ids Shi]), and the Squadron under his orders on the 
Leeward Islands Station, its disci])line and arrange- 
ments; and on various di; jiutes w ith the Admiralty. 
It is very remarkable that one of Nia.sox’s pidjlic Let- 
ters should ileserihe an albn k on tlie Jkieiny in the West 
Indies by a small Squadron uiukr Ids command, wldcb, 
tbougb tlic earlies t ^d* his exploits, is unnoticed by all 
his biographers. 

The other Oflicial Letto s were addressed to the Secre- 

10 
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tary of State, pointing out the niaiiiier in wiiich British 
Coiniiierce was injured by the adniission of Foreigners to 
trade in llie Colonies, contrary to tlie Navigation Act, and 
to the ]n*oseculions to which his elforts on tlic subject had 
ex])oscd him, and wliich obliged him to })resent a Memo- 
rial to tlie King. Frauds upon (jovernment in the West 
Indies to an enormous extent having bec'ii brought to his 
liolice, he commiinicab^d the discovery to the Prime Mi- 
nisU'r, tlie Master (ieneral of the Ordnance, the Com])troll(‘r 
of the Navy, and to the Heads of other J)e])artments, in 
numerous Letters, all ])roving that he identified liimself on 
every occasion, and at all periods of his life, vvitli the true 
interests of his Country. 

J lis Letlers while on llalf-i>ay, from 1788 to the coin- 
mencemeiit of 1 7 sliovv hisearnest desire for employment ; 
and his Correspondence in 17J>3 and 17J)J, which chielly 
ndates to his Action with a Scpiadron of f'rench Frigates, 
to the operations at Toulon, and to the Sieges of Bastia 
and Calvi, in C’orsica, form a complete vindication of 
his claims to consideration, by placing liis zeal, gallantry, 
and talents, in the strongest light. 

in all these Liaters there appear the same dcivolion to 
the service oi liis King and Country', the same energy of 
character, and the same abilities, as were afterwards shown 
on a larger held, and on more important occasions. 

I'A cry Letter, whether ohicial or pri\ ate, is placed accord- 
ing to its exact date, so that the thoughts and duties vvhicli 
occupied his mind each day^, and even at various times 
of the s line »lay, may be traced; and these transitions 
are ^ften extremely curious. This arrangement has a 
gre a advantage over any mere rUissi/ira! ion, not only 
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because tlio cluiins of tlionglit and of events arc alike 
unbroken, but the dry professional details of a Public 
Dispatch are often relieved by the more attractive con- 
tents of private and familiar communications. 

In a few instances the Names of individuals have been 
suppressed, as their publication might be displcasingto their 
families, without any counterbalancing advantage; but it 
has not been thought right (except where conditions to 
that eJfect were imposed upon the Editor by those from 
whom he obtained the Letters) to omit any Name when it 
occurs in relation to Public affairs of importance; for 
Nelson’s opinions of the chief actors in the great events 
of his time, and of the events themselves, belong to His- 
tory, and form the principal value of his Correspondence. 

Tlie Editor’s Notes do not contain a word more than 
is absolutely necessary to render the Letters understood, or 
to identify tlic persons mentioned. In some ))laces the 
Text is ilJrstrated by copies of, or extracts from. Letters 
addiessed to Nelson ; and particularly from his late Ma- 
jesty King William the Fourth, Admiral Viscount Hood, 
and other eminent personages. 

Where individuals are not identified, it is to be under- 
stood that accurate information respecting them could not 
be found ; and the iMlltor will feel grateful for authenti- 
cated communications to sujijily the omissions, and for 
the correction of any error into which he may have fallen. 

Complete Indexes will be given in the last Volume of 
the Work. 

Torrinyton S(imLr(\ 

October 21 st, 1844 
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[The Loiters thus niark(?d * an^ insertod for the first time ii\ this Edition ; 
and this mark t indieutes that, the Lottois were printed in the liist Edition 
from Clarke and M‘Arthiir’s “ Life of Nelson,” Init tiiat they have sineo 
been collated with tlie and many additions made to thorn.) 


Mil. 

To the Reveretitl William Nelson Navy Offiee, 1 Uh April . "21 
To Captain Locker . TiOwostthlc, at Sea. L2th Anuiiat "2."^ 


To C'aptain Ijockcr 
To Captain Locker 
To (h'lptain Locker 


To Captain Locker 
To Captain Locker . 
To (kiptain Loeker . 
"J'o Captain JiOcker . 
To Captain Locker , 
To Captain Locker . 


l77vS. 

.'Hh Eehrnary 2t 
Bristol, lijtmnica, .‘list Ani^nst 
llristol, Jamaica, 12tli September 

1779. 

. Badger, otl' Jamaica, .‘lOtli A[>ril 2.> 
, . . Ihnlger, drd ALiy 2(J 

. . . Badger, Llth May 27 

. iladger, olT St. A lino’s, ith June 2!> 
Bort-lloyal, .Lnnaiea, 2Stli .f niy dO 
Port-Royal, Jamaica, 12tli August 31 


1780. 


To Captain Locker . • Port-Royal, Jamaica, 2drd Jatuiary 32 

To Captain PoJ.son . . Port- Itoyal, '2nd June 33^ 

To Hercules Ross, Esq., Admirars IMounlain. .Lnnaica, 

12tli Juno 3t* 


To Vice-Admiral Sir E^ter Parker 

Port. Royal, Jamaica, 30th August 3«> 


To Captain Locker 
To Captain Locker 
VOL. 1. 


Bath, 23rd January 30 
Bath, 2Sth January 3? 

(I 
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To Captain Loi-ker . . - J'»atii, l.itli rcl)ruary .‘>s 

To ('aptain Locker . • . Ijath, -jlst re])niary 

To Captain Locker . • Hath, .Hh Marcli 

'I'o (ki[)tain Locker . . Jiath, J)th March lO 

To Captain Jjocker . . • Loiulon, aheut May M 

To (Japiain Locker . • Loudon, about May 11 

To tlie Ib'vcrend ^Villiam Nelson . Kentish J'own, 7tl\ May 12 
To the lleverend >\hlliain Nelson. Kentish 'Town, 2ltli Au^nist i:i 

To the Reverend William Nelson . \V'’oohvieh, Dtli September it 
To the Jti'verend William Nelson 

AlbtMUC.rle, AVoolu ii h, 2nd Oetobi'r l.> 
'Lo tlie Reverend ^\’^iHiam Nelson Sheeniess, iSth October Ki 
1^0 Captain Locker . . Albemarle. Nore, 21st October 17 

To the Reverend William Nelson 

Albemarle, ^'armoulh Roa<ls, IKth l>eceml)er 
To Captain Locker . Yarmouth Roatls, ooml December 
'Fo Captain Lockci- 

Albemarle, Yarmouth Roads, .'{Oth l)ecend>er W 

17S-2. 


I'o Philip Stephens, Ks(|., Secretary to tiu' Admiralty 

iMbeniarle, Don iis, 2m1 .lamiary ol 


To Captain Locker . 

. Albc 

‘imirlc. Downs, 2ml January 

.Vi 

To th(’ Reverend \\dlliam 

Nilson 

Deal, '2.>th .ram; ary 

Mi 

To the Reverend \\'illiam Nrlson 




Albemarh', Downs, 2St!i danu iry 

.7 1 

To Phili]) Steplu'iis, 

Admiralty 



Albemarle, Spitliead, 2nd I'ebrnary 

,70 

To Captain l^ocker 


Portsmoi.th, .7l!i I'ebi nary 

.7i; 

To the Reverend ^ViHiam 

Nelson 

Portsmuntli, Stli I'ebi nary 

■7 7 

To Captain Locker 


j*ottsnu)iith, Hull March 

.7.0 

To the Reverend ^^'iHiam 

Nelson 

. Postsuomth, JUth March 

UO 

'('o Ca[jtain Locker 


J*ortsnioutli, 2iid April 

0‘l 

To Captain Locker 


Ihntsmonth, lUth April 

iij 

To Captain Locker 


('ork, JOtli April 


'r* ('aplain I^oclo r . 

St. Jolnfs, New!V;um]land, 1st dune 

Ui 

Certificate of Release of an American ]*ri/e 




Boston Hay, J7tli Aiif>-ust 

6'. 7 

I’o Captain Locker 




Albemarle, Ish 

of Hie, 

St. I^awreiu e, I'Hli October 

(Hi 

To die Reverend Kdmund Nelson 



Albemarle, Is] 

e of Hie, 

St. Lawrence, l!)tli October 

ar 

To l.'aptaij' Locker . Albemarh* 

New Yojk, 17tb November 

us 
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To Captain Locker, Alhcmarlo, ofl'Capc 'J'iberoon, ‘i Uh February 
To Rear-Admiral Lord Hood . . Albemarle, Dili March 

To riiilii) Stephens, Es(p, Admiralty 

Albemarle^ S[)ithead, 2.>t]i June 
To Captain Locker . . , Portsniontli, 2hth June 

J’o Philip Stephens, Esrp, Admiralty . . London, ‘Uli July ?(i 

d'o Captain Loeki'r ... London, 12th July 

To the Reverend ^V'^illiam Xelson . . London, 2.‘Jrd tluly ?S 

'To Captain liOeker . . . London, 1 st July 7S 

'To Hercules Poss, Ks([. . . . Londf)n, !>th Aueust so 

'i’o Admiral \’lseount K(‘ppel, h'irst faud of the Aflmiralty 

r.ondon, -iOtli Aui^ust si 

'i'o Philip Stephens, Esq., Atlmiralty . Londo)), Sth October 
'Fo Caj)tain Ta)elver . . St. Onu'r, 2nd November 

To tlie Reverend AVilliam Nehson St. Omer, lOlh November 
To (haptain Lockt'r . . St. Omer, 2(>th November 

'I'o the Reverend William Xelson St. Omei', 1th Dectunber 
To the Ri'veia nd W'illiato Xelson St. Omer, ‘^Wth lln ember 


I 781 . 

'To Hdlliaiu Sueklii.i;, Ks<|. 1 tth January 

To (' •intain Locker . . London. JOthtlanuary 0-t 

To IMiilip Stephens, Admiralty London, 2.otIi .ranuary 0.'> 

To the Reverend A\'illiam Nelson liOinlon. 2(Uh .lanuary .‘U; 
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// J 



XXX\ 1 


( ON i KXTS. 


1784 continiietl . 

iv\<; L 

To Captain Locker . . lioicas, Spithcad, 1 Itli May 107 

Names ofOlliccrs and Passen^tu’s in the Jlorcas HOtli May 107 
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Boreas, Fnglish lIarbo\u , isth April 


rAar; 

202 

2o:i 

20 t 
200 


200 

207 

20S 

210 
210 
21 I 

212 

212 

2 l:i 
‘.>1 1 
2 1 .7 

‘dIG 

'iltJ 

L>17 

21H 

21 H 

210 

220 

222 

222 

223 

223 



CONT i:nts. 


xxxix 


1787 cant hut ad. 

To II. li. II. I’liiK i' W'illiani Ilc-iiry. IJoroas, Nuvis, 2(itli April 
'i'o Pliili[) SlopluMis, Ailiniralty. Boroas, Nevis, 2iitl May 

Sii* Cliarles Miiidleton, IPtrt., ( 'oaiptroller of the Navy 


Boreas. Nevis, ^iid May 
d’o X'i. eoinjt Ilowa*, I'irst Lord of’ the Atlmii ally May 

d’o tlie Hul^e of Ivicliinoiid, Master of the Ordnance May 

To (’enlaiii ( 'oi I i;i;^ \vood . Boreas, Nevis, tird May 

'I'o . . . . 1t!i May 

J’o L. IL IhiiK'e M'ilfiani Henry Nevis, 7th May 


'i'o :L li. II. Ihiiiee AV'illiain Henry Nevis, sth May 

'I'o ( ’mnniodorc' A !;tn ( lardiK'r lioiv as, Nevis, LiUh May 

'I'o ( 'oniinodoie .Man (hirdner Jlorcas, Ni'vis, l.'Uh May 
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VKAU. AFONTH. r.\CT!5, 

1/58. St’])tcinlicr 29 Bonx. 

1770. About Dccmbcr ..Went to Sea JtfP.s/r/P.nAX o( tlic Rai- 

sonable. 

177E About .hmc Jomvd n ^frrrhrnif S flip, nnd went to llie 

West Indies. 

1772 . July .Became Midshipman of tlic Truunph, 

1773 . About Auf^ust .... Ditto the CfO'(7/.v.v. 

1774 . About February . . Ditto the Truunph. 

— About Marcli .... Ditto tlie Sva horse. 

177b. About August .... Dittf) ihv Do/phtn. 

177(). Sej)teinber 24 Ai)|)ointed Aciiny Licufe)i(nif o( the /Fo;*_ 

< rsl( r. 

1777 . April 0th Passed his Examination for IJeutenant. 

— Ajual loth A])i><'inted hii:ijTi:\A \ T of tlie Lotres- 

Ioffe 

1778. About July ..... . .Became lliird J.ioutcnant of the Bristol 

at Jainau a. 

— September 4th A]>p(nme I First Lieutenant of the IIn‘.s7o/. 
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AxVALYSIi?. 


YKAR. 

1778. 


1779. 

1780. 


1781. 


1782. 


1783. 


1784. 


MONTH. 

December 8tli 


June 1 1th . 

January . . . . 

April 

August 30tli 


Autumn 


J anuary 
to 

August 

August 


FACTS. 

....Promoted to the rank of Commander, 
and appointed to the Badger Prig, in 
the West Indies. 

. . . .Promoted to the rank of Post Captain, 
and Appointed to the Hinchinbrook. 

. . . . Kinploycd in the Expedition 

against St. Juan. 

. . . .Appointed Captain of the Janus. 

.... Resigned the command of the Janus on 
account of ill health, and returned to 
Englan<l in the Lion. 

. . . Arrived in England anrl proceeded to 
Hath. 

• • • - On Half-Pay, and re.side<l chiedy at Bath. 

. . . .Appointed Captain of the Albemarle of 23 


October 

to 

January 


guns. 


Employed in the North Sea. 


January 

to 

April 

April I7th ........ 

May 27th 

July 1st 

— 4th 

August 14th 

September 17th . . . . 
October 20th 

November 13th . . . . 
About December . . 

March 8 th 

June 25th 

.Inly 3rd 

November 

January 

— 25th 

March 18th 


At Portsmouth. 

Sailed for Quebec. 

Arrived at Newfoundland. 

Arrived at the Isle of Hie. 

Sailed on a (b uize. 

Fell in with a French Sejuadron. 
Returned to Quebec. 

Sailed with a Convoy to New 
York. 

Arrive<l at New York. 

Proceeded to the West Indies. 
Attacked Turks’ Island. 

, Arrived at S pithead. 

.Paid off the Albemarle , and was placed 
on Half- Pay. 

Went to France, and arrived at 
St. Omer’s. 

Returned to England . 

Went to Hath. 

Appointed Ca[)tain of the Boreas, of 28 


guns. 
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VKAU. WONTII, 


FACTS. 


1784 continued In command of the Boreas. 

— May Sailed for the Leeward Islands, 

havin^y on board Lady Hughes, 
wife of Rear-Admiral Sir Rich- 
ard Hughes, Bart., the Com- 
mander-in-Chief on that Sta- 
tion. 


June 1st Arrived at Madeira. 

— 26th Arrived at Barbadoes 


to 

1787. 


1793. 


1794. 


May j 

March l‘2th 
July 4tli . . . . 

December 

to 

January 26th 
May 


June 


Employed in suppressing illegal 
traffic in the Leeward Islands. 

. Married. 

. Arrived at Spithead, and was sent 

to the Nore. 

Paid off the Boreas, and was placed on 
Half Pay : resided principally at Burn- 
ham Thorpe, in Norfolk. 

Appointed Captain of the Agamemnon of 
64 guns. 

Cruizing in the Channel with the 
Squadron under Vice-Admiral 
Hotham. 

Sailed for the Mediterranean under 
Lord Hood. 


July l6th to I 

August 25th i 

September 11th 

— 27th 

October 5th 

— 22nd 


— 24th 

November Ist toSOtli 

December 

to 

February 

— 6th 

— 8th ........ 

— 12th 


Off Toulon. 

At Naples. 

At Leghorn. 

At Toulon. 

Fmgaged La Melpomene, one of a 
Squadron of French Frigates 
off the East End of Sardinia. 

At Cagliari. 

In Tunis Bay. 

Off Corsica, (occasionally touch- 
ing at Leghorn,) and employed 
in harassing the Enemy in Cor- 
sica. 

Burnt four Vessels at Centuri. 

Attacked Maginaggio, and took 
or destroyed eight vessels. 

Personally engaged in a ‘'very 
smart contest” at Capraja. 
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year. month. facts. 

1794 continued In command of the Agamemnon. 

— — 19th Took the Tower of Miomo near 

Bastia. 

— — 27th Cannonaded Bacstia. 

— April 4th \ 

to f • • At the Siege of Bastia. 

May 22nd ^ 

— — 23rd ........ Bastia Surrendered. 

— June (about the 4th.) Sailed, with Lord Hood, in pursuit 

of tile French Fleet, wliich took 
refuge in Gourjean Bay. 

— — 12th Returned to Bastia. 

— — 13th Sailed for Calvi. 

] At the Siege of Calvi ; and on 

19th to I the 10th of July was severely 

August loth J wounded in the right eye. 

— — IHth Arrived at Leghorn. 

— September 19th to 27th At Genoa. 

— October OIF Gourjean Bay, with tlie Fleet 

under Vice-Admiral flothain. 

— — 24th to 31st At Leghorn. 

— Nov'ember 3rd .... Rejoined Vice-Admiral I lotharn off 

Gourjean Bay, and was sent to 
reconnoitre Toulon. 

— — 1 0th At St. Fiorenzo in Corsica. 

— — 2Stli At Leghorn. 

J i. LUST HAT fO\S 7Y> VOL. T. 


Portrait of Lord Nelson 

Fac-simile of Nelson’s Autograph, 1777 


. Frontispiece. 
To face 7?. 21. 
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SKETCH OF MY LIFE 


[Autograpli, in tlic possession of Mrs. Conway. This was written by Lord 
Nolson, and comiminicated, in October 1709, to .Fohn M‘ Arthur, Ksq., Author 
(witJi Dr. Stauicr Clarke) of the “Life of Nelson,*’ (4to. 1800, and 8vo. 1840.) 
fSce Lord Nelson’s Letter on the subject in its proper place.] 


IIouATio Nelson,^ son of the Reverend Edmund Nelson, 
Rector of Burnham Thorpe, in the County of Norfolk, and 
Catherine his wife, daughter of Doctor Suckling, Prebendary 
of Westminster, whose [grand]mother was sister to Sir Robert 
Walpole, Earl of Orford. 

I was born September 29th, 1758, in the Parsonage- 
house,* was sent to the high-school at Norwich, and after- 
wards removed to North Walsham p from whence, on the 
disturbance with Spain relative to Falkland’s Islands, I 

* All the biographers of Lord Nelson state that ho W'as called after his god- 
fdlher, Horatio firU Lord Walpole of Wolterton ; but that nobleman died on 
the .")th February 17.57, seventeen months before Nelson was horn. II is Spon- 
sors were Horatio, second Lord Walpole of Wolterton, Dr. Haniond, and Mrs. 
Joyce 1‘ylc. 

Extract from the Register of the Parish of Burnham Thorpe, obligingly 
eominunicated by the Rev. W. II. Everard, Curate, on the 27th June 1844. 

“17.58. Horatio, son of Edmund and Catherine Nelson, born Septr. 20tli, 
B.'iptized Oetr. 0th, priv. Bub. Nov. L5th. 

“ El). Nelson, Rector.’* 

The following Note was attached to the Register by bis brother, William, 
Ist Earl Nelson : 

‘‘ Invested with the Ensigns of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath at 
St. .Tames’s, Sept. *27111, 1797. Made Rear-Admiral of the Blue, 17.‘>7. Created 
Lord Nelson of the Nilc,^aj|ld Bundiam Thorpe, Oct. 8th, 1708. — Ca'tcra 
enarrot Fania !” 

^ He was also at School at Downluim in Norfolk, and Captain Manhy (so well 
known for his Invention to save Shipwrecked niariiiLrs) is perhaps the only one 
of his schoolfellows there, now living. 
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went to Sea ^ with my uncle. Captain Maurice Suckling, in 
the llaisonablc of 64 guns. But the business with Spain 
being accommodated, I was sent in a West India Ship belong- 
ing to the house of Ilibbert, Purrier, Horton, with Mr. 
John Rathbonc, who had formerly been in the Navy, in the 
Dreadnought with Captain Suckling. From this voyage I 
returned to the Triumph at Chatham in July 1772;'^ and, 
if I did not improve in my education, I returned a practical 
Seaman, with a horror of the Uoyal Navy, and with a saying, 
then constant with the Seamen, ^ Aft the most honour, for^ 
ward the better man !' — It was many weeks before I got in 
the least reconciled to a Man-of-War, so deep was the preju- 
dice rooted ; and what pains were taken to instil this erro- 
neous principle in a young mind ! However, as my ambition 
was to be a Seaman, it was always held out as a reward, that 
if I attended well to my navigation, I should go in tlic cutter 
and decked long-boat, which was attached to the Commanding 
officer’s ship at Chatham. Thus by degrees I beeame a good 
pilot, for vessels of that description, from Chatham to the Tower 
of London, dowm the Swin,and to the North Foreland; and con6- 
dent of myself amongst rocks and sands, which has many times 
since been of the very greatest comfort to rne. In this way 
I was trained, till the expedition towards the North Pole was 
fitted out; when, although no boys were allowed to go in the 
Ships, (as of no use,) yet nothing could prevent my using 
every interest to go with Captain Lutwidge in the Carcass 
and, as I fancied I was to fill a man’s place, I begged 1 might 
be his cockswain : which, finding my ardent desire for going 
with him. Captain L.7 complied with, and has con- 

^ 1770, being twelve years obi. He was rated*' JMidslupuian,” and served five 
months and om day in the llaisonablc. 

Rated ‘ Captain s servant ” for one year, two niontlis, and two days ; and 
Midshipman ” ten months, one week, and five (Jayi. 

« JFc was rated “Midshipman,*’ and remainee'^ in the Carciws live months 
and ihiec 

» C i,.iaiii .'.li. tlinKUMi laitwidge, ivlio i. f.v.|„ei.tly mcatiouo.1 in Nnkon’s 
lietters. He diod an Admiral of tho Red, in August IfiM. 
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tiiiued the strictest friendship to this moment. Lord Mul- 
grave,” who I then first knew, continued his kindest 
friendship and regard to the last moment of his life. When 
the boats were fitting out to quit the two Ships blocked up in 
the ice, I exerted myself to have the command of a four- 
oared cutter raised upon, which was given me, with twelve 
men ; and I prided myself in fancying I could navigate her 
better than any other boat in the Ship. 

On our arrival in England, and paid off, October 15, I 
found that a Squadron was fitting out for the East Indies ; 
and nothing less than such a distant voyage could in the least 
satisfy my desire of maritime knowledge : and I was placed in 
the Seahorse of 20 guns, with Captain Farmer/-^ and watched 
in the foretop ; from whence in time I was placed on the 
quarter-deck : having, in the time I was in this Ship, visited 
almost every part of the East Indies, from Bengal to Busso- 
rah. Ill health induced Sir Edward Hughes,^'^ who had always 
shown me the greatest kindness, to send me to England in 


Constantine Jolni Phipps, 2iul Lord Mulgravo in Ireland, Captain R.N., 
Author ot’“ A Voyage towards llio North Polo,*’ Ito. 177^1, describing Jiis attempt 
to discover a N, E. passage into the South Seas. Ho died 10 Oct, 170iL 
•’ He joined tlio Sea-Horse in October 1773, on which occasion IMr. Bentham, 
of the Navy Olheo, wrote the following Note (the original of which is now in the 
})ossession of Robert Cole, Es«i., of Norton Street,) to Mr. Kee, a Navy Agent, 
to whom it appears to have been delivered by Nelson himself : — 

“Mr. Bentham’s Compliments to Mr. Kee; he understands he is Agent 
to Mr. Surridge, the Master of the Seahorse, should be obliged to him for 
a recommendation in favour of Horatio Nelson, a young lad, nephew to 
Captain Suckling, who i.s going in that Ship. 

“ The Master is a neccssarj'^ man for a young lad to be introduced to, 
therefore Mr, Bentham will ho obliged to Mr. Kco for a Letter, The Ships 
wait only for the Commodore’s dispatclies. 

** Navy Office, 2\MhOct. 1773.” 

Nelson was rated “ Midshipman” in the Seahorse for five months, two weeks, 
and six days; then “ Able*' for one year, seven months, one week, and six days, 
and then again “Midshipman” for four immths, three weeks, and two days. Cap- 
tain George Farmer, of the Seahorse, gallantlj" fell in command of the Quebec, 
of thirty -two guns, which ship \va.- 'mrnt in action with Le Surveillante, French 
frigate of thirty-six guns, o*i’ Ushant, inl77‘h 

Cominodoro Sir Edward llughc'*!, K. B., Commander-in-chief in the East 
Indies, who died an Admiral of the Blue in Febnuiry 1794, 
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the Dolphin of 20 guns, with Captain James Pigot,^ whose 
kindness at that time saved my life. This ship was paid off 
at Woolwich on the 24th September 1776. On the 26th 
1 received an order from Sir James Douglas, ~ who commanded 
at Portsmouth, to act as Lieutenant of the Worcester, 64, 
Captain Mark Robinson,^ who was ordered to Gibraltar with 
a convoy. In this Ship 1 was at sea with convoys till April 
2nd, 1777, and in very bad weather; but although my age 
might have been a sufficient cause for not entrusting me with 
the charge of a Watch, yet Captain Robinson used to say, 
‘ he felt as easy when I was upon deck, as any Officer in the 
Ship.’ 


* He served as JMidshipman in the Dolphin, for six mouths, three weeks, and 
six days. Captain Pigot died a full Admiral. 

^ Vice-Admiral Sir Jamea Douglas, died an Admiral of tl»c White in 17d7. 

^ Captain Mark Robinson, who distinguished himself on many occasions, and 
lost a leg wliile commanding the Swiftsurc, in Admiral Graves’ action in Sep- 
tember 17f>l, died a superannuated Rear-Admiral in 17.').'). He left a son, the 
late Admiral Mark Robinson, two Letters to whom, from Lord Nelson, in 11104 
and 1110.), will be found in this Work. For those Letters and for the following 
Extracts from Captain llobinson's Diary, relating to Nelson wlien Acting Lieu- 
tenant of the Worcester in 1770* and 1777, the Editor is indebted to that gallant 
Otliecr''s grnndson. Commander Thomas Pitt Robinson, R.N. ; — 

1770, October 11th. — Captain Robinson mentions that Mr. Nelson joined liis 
Ship and brought letters from his uncle, Capliiin Suckling. Tlie Worcester pre- 
paring for sea. October 0th, — (Japtaiu Robinson remarks his having, ibis day, 
introduced Mr. Nelson to Sir James Douglas, Commaiider-iu-Chief at Ports- 
mouth. “Wrote letter to Mr. Suckling. Worcester went out of harbour.” 
October 10th. — “ Mr. Nelson and Captain \'arlo dined with me : very busy 
getting live-stock on board, and getting Ship ready for sea.” October lltb. — 
Dined on shore with rny friend Mr. P. V^nrlo, Major of Portsmmith, in company 
with Mr. Nelson.” October 17th. — “ Dined and spent the evening with Mr. 
Nelson at Captain V^irlo’s.” 

1777, January 1 Itli, at Gibraltar.— “ Sent my letters on shore by Mr. Nelson to 
put into the Post for the Ikitish Consul, Mr. Hardy, at Cadiz.” February 1st. — 
Captain Robinson mentions his having given IMr. Nelson four guineas. April 
11th. — Captain Robinson confined to his room by illness at Portsmoutli, received 
n letter frf)m Mr. Nelson. April liJth.— Received a letter h orn Lord Sandwich 
in favour of his reciuest: received a letter from IMr. Nelson, informing 1dm that 
he had received his commission .'is Lieutenant of the Lowestotfe frigate. April 
13th.— Captain Itobinson remarks his writing to J\Ir. Nelson and sending LordL 
Sandwich’s letter. April l.Hh.— Wrote .to Lienteiniut Nelson and ciieloscd Iiif 
dis< barge, A e. Septeinber Received of Maurice Suckling, Esq., what 

paid I'*:. Dnijymplc for Mr, Nelson— £1 I4s. Od,’* 
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On the 8th of April, 1777, I passed my examination^ as 
a Lieutenant; and received my Commission the next day,® as 
second Lieutenant of the Lowestoffe frigate of 32 guns. 
Captain (now Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich hospital) 
William Locker.^ In this Ship I went to Jamaica : but even 
a Frigate was not sufficiently active for my mind, and I got 
into a Schooner,’ tender to the Lowestoffe. In this vessel I 
made myself a complete pilot for all the passages through the 
(Keys) Islands situated on the north side Hispaniola. 
Whilst in this Frigate, an event happened which presaged my 
character ; and, as it conveys no dishonour to the Officer al- 
luded to, I shall relate it : 

mowing a gale of wind,^' and very heavy sea, the Frigate 
captured an American Letter of Marque. I'he first Lieutenant 
was ordered to board her, which he did not do, owing to the 
very high sea. On his return on board, the Captain said, ‘ Have 
I no Officer in the Ship who can board the Prize?’ On which 
the Master ran to the gangway, to get into the boat : when I 
stopped him, saying, ‘ It is my turn now ; and if I come 
back, it is yours.’ This little incident has often occurred to 
my mind ; and I know it is my dispo-^Ition, that difficulties 
and dangers do but increase my desire of attempting them. 

Sir Peter Parker, soon after his arrival at Jamaica, (1778,) 
took me into his own Flag- Ship, the Bristol, as third Lieu- 
tenant ; from which I rose by succession to be First.**^ No- 
thing particular happened whilst I was in this Ship, which 

Vide p. ‘21, pohtea. 

^ His Commission us Lieutenant was dated April 10th, 1777. 

® Ci.'ptain Locker is frequently mentioned in this work. Many of Nelson’s 
Letters were written to Ijim, 

^ ^‘Tho Little Lucy so called after a daughter of Captain Locker. 

“ Between Cape Maize and Cape Ni.^ola Mola, on the *20th October 1777. 
See another account of this occurrence in Clarke and M* Arthur’s Life of Xcluu/ij 
4to, 1009, vol. i. p. 1(). 

® On the 4th September, 1770, «.ieuteiiant ll»)rat:o Nelson, .Ird Lieutenant of 
the Bristol, wjis ap])ointed 1st Lir .iteiiaiit of that Ship, and J.ieutonant .lanus 
MaenuTnura (who attained the rank of Flag tdfieer, and died in l}10‘2,)was ap- 
pointed 3rd Lieutenant of the Bristol in Noluon’s vaeanc> . — Admiralty Recordu, 
Vide p. ‘2o, post. 
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was actively employed off Cape Francois, being the com- 
mencement of the French war. 

On the 8th of December 1778, I was appointed Com- 
mander of the Badger Brig and was first sent to protect the 
Mosquito shore, and the hay of Honduras, from the depre- 
dations of the American privateers. Whilst on this service, 
I gained so much the affections of the Settlers, that they 
unanimously voted me their thanks, and expressed their 
regret on my leaving them ; entrusting to me to describe to Sir 
Feter Parker and Sir John Dalling- their situation, should a 
war with Spain break out. Whilst I commanded this Brig, 
ll.M.S. Glasgow, Captain Thomas Lloyd, came into Mon- 
tego Bay, Jamaica, where the Badger was laying: in two hours 
afterwards she took fire by a cask of rum ; and Captain 
Lloyd will tell you, that it was owing to my exertions, joined 
to his, that her whole crew were rescued from the flames. 

On the 11th of June 1779, I was made Post into the 
Ilinchinbrook.^ When, being at sea, and Count d’Estaing 

^ The* follow'incf extract from a list of OiHcers appointed l)y Vice-Admiral Sir 
I’eter J’arkcr, OnnmaiukT-in-Chief at Jamaica, from the September 177H, 
to ‘Jlst February- 1770, is highly interesting from its containing the names of AV/- 
io fi anti Col !in(j wood in juxtaposition. 


iiiK'. 

Pers()j|V|’ j 
tiiiinus, ! 

1 

Aj'iiHiiit-j 

IlK-IltS. 

I'rwiii ! 

WllfllOi*. 1 

’r<i whatj 
sliip. 

III whose 1 
room. 1 

Oi‘c'a.-i"n of ilio Vacancy. 

; JK i . 

Lt. Horiitiu i 

Cniu- 1 

1 f.t. of 1 

Bttdjjor • 

(’apt. Mioli. 1 

.\p]t(iintcd ('ominaiulcr of 

177M. 

Nekoii. 1 

inajukr. 

j Bristol 

j 

j.Johii Evoritt 

1 ilic Port Koval 


Lt..T:mu!s 1 

1st Lt. 

3Lt.of 

Bristol 

Bristol ! 

! 

Lt Horatio 
Nelson 

j Ditto of tlic Badger 


r.. f'uthhrrt 

•iiul Lt. 

2 Lt. of 

Ditto 

f.t. .Joliii 

Appointed J.icnteiiant of tho 


('olliiigwctdd. 


LowostoflV 


I'aKeiiiiaiii 

Jlinchinlirook. 


Lord Collingwood in his own account of his services says : — “ In 177(> I went 
to Jamaica, Lieutenant of the Hornet sloop, and soon af\er the Lowestoll’e came to 
the same station, of whicl) liord Nelson was Lieutenant. We had been long 
before in the habits of great friendship, and it liai)pcm‘d here tliat Sir Peter 
Parker, the Commander-in-CJiicf, being the friend of both, whenever Lord 
Nelson got a step in ranlt, I succeeded him — first in tlie Lowestofl’e, then in the 
Jladgcr, into which Ship 1 >vas made a Commander in 177l>, and afterwards the 
iliiichinbrook, a ‘JB gun frigate, which made us both Post-captains.”— A^auo/ 
Chronicle^ vol. xxiii. p. 3110. 

2 Cfcncral George Dailiiig, Commander-in-Chief at Jamaica, was created-a 
Buroiief ir) M.ufJi 17b.'Cand died in 

® Pe was .nu ceeded in the command of tlic Badger, by (Captain Cuthbert 
Coilingw ood. 
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arriving at Hispaniola with a very largo Fleet and Army from 
Martinico, an attack on Jamaica was expected. In this 
critical state, 1 was by both Admiral and General intrusted 
with the command of the batteries at Port Iloyal and 1 need 
not say, as the defence of this place was the key to the Port 
of the whole Naval force, the Town of Kingston, and Spanish 
Town, it was the most important post in the whole Island. 

In January 1780, an Expedition being resolved on against 
St. Juan’s, I was chosen to command the Sea part of it. Major 
Poison, who commanded, will tell you of my exertions how 

* Viilc p. ‘M post. 

^ 111 Ills ollicial Dispatch, dated 30th April Colonel Poison said of 

(!ai)taiu Nelson, '‘1 ivant words to express the ohligatioiis I owe tliat i^tnitleinan. 
lie was the first on every service whether by night or hy day. There was 
scarcely a gun but wbat was pointed liy him or Licuti'iuint Dcsiaird." General 
Dalling wrote a private letter to Lord George Germain, Secretary at War, 
pointing out bis services, and “humbly entreating that his Miije>ty would lie 
graciously pleased to manifest a satisfaction of Cai>tain Nelson's comluct. 
Such minds, my Lord, are most devoutly to be ivishcd, for Govonnnent’s sake.’* 
In a note to Nelson, dated Kingston, May .‘loth, l/.'IO, General Dalling said, 
“ Tlianks to you, niy friend, for your kind congratulations: to you, without 
compliment tio I attribute, in a great ineasure, the cause.” [(.b-b/<//«nii the 
Nelson ra])ers.J Ilis health sulfered so severely li’om his exertions and from 
the climate, that he was compelled to <piit his Shiji, and return to .laniaiea, 
attcndetl by Mr. Tyson (afterwards his Sccivtary, and snbsefpuMitly Clerk of the 
Survey ill Chat ham Dock Yard), in the Victor Si-<op-of-\Var. Such was his 
debility from ilysentery, that on his urri\al lie was oldiged to lie removed to the 
l-odging-lioiise of Cuba in liis cot. 

'fwo Navralives of that Kxpeiiition have been published ; one by Dr. Bonjamiii 
Moseley, in bis “’Treatise on Tropical Diseases,” llvo. London, lyOiM, 
and another by Dr. 'riioinas Dancer; entitled “■ A liiief History of the late 
Expedition against Fort St. Juan, so far as it relates to the Diseases of the 
Troops.” 4to. Kingston, 17fi-. Karly in IJIO.'J, Lord Nelson wrote the following 
remarks oil this Expedition, for the second edition of Dr. Moseley s work : — 

“Had the expedition arrived at San .Juan’s harliour in the month of .January, 
the violent torrents would have subsided, ami of course the whole Army would 
not haye had occasion, which was the case in A[»ril, to get wet tliree or four 
times a day in dragging the boats. They would then liave arrived at tlie Castle 
by the middle of l^ebriiarj', and had between two or tlirec months of fair se;ison 
to have cstalilishcd themselves, witli all the stores, in the healthy country of 
Granada ami I.oon ; and then, I think, a road for carriages miglit have boon made 
from JMuefields liarhour, a healthier place than San Jiian’s to tlie Lake Micaragiia. 

“ Ihc fever which destroyed tl.. Army and Navy attached to that Expetlition, 
was invariably from twenty to tli’’*ty days before it attacked the new-comers ; 
ami I cannot give a stronger instaiuv. than that in the 1 linehinhrook, with a coni- 
plcment of two hundred men, eiglity-sever took to tiieir beds in one night; ami 
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I quitted iny Ship, carried troops in boats one ijundrcd miles 
up a river, which none but Spaniards since the time of the 
buccaneers had ever ascended that river. It will then be told 
how 1 boarded, if I may be allowed the expression,) an out- 
post of the Enemy, situated on an Island in the river; that 
I made batteries, and afterwards fought them, and was a 
j)rincipal cause of our success. From this scene I was ap- 
pointed to the Janus, 44 *, at Jamaica,^ and went to Port Royal 
in the Victor sloop. 

My state of health was now so bad, that I was obliged to go 
to England in the Lion, Honourable William Cornw'allis, 
Captain ; whose care and attention again saved my life. In Au- 
gust 1781, I was commissioned for the Albemarle; and, it 
would almost be supposed, to try my constitution, was kept 
the whole winter in the North Sea. In April 1782, I 
sailed with a convoy for Newfoundland and Quebec, under 
the orders of Captain Thomas Pringle. From Quebec, dur- 
ing a cruise oil* Poston, I was chased by three French Ships 
of the Line, and the Iris frigate : as they all beat me in sail- 
ing very much, I had no chance left, but running them 
amongst the slioals of St. George’s bank. Tliis alarmed the 
Line-of-Battle Ships, and they quitted the pursuit ; but the 
I'rigate continued, and at sun-set w'as little more than gun- 
shot distant : when, the Line-of-Pattle Ships being out of 
sight, I ordered the main-top-sail to he laid to the mast ; 
when the Frigate tacked, and stood to requin her consorts. 

of tho two hundred, one hundred ;ind forty-five were buried in mine and Cap- 
tain Collingwood’s time •, and I believe very few, not more than ten, survived of 
that Sliip’s crew ; a ])roof liow necessary expedition is in tliose eliinutes.” 

® Extract from a letter from Vice-Admiral Sir JVder Paiker to tlic Secretary 
to the Admiralty, dated .Tamaica, 7lh April 17fi0. 'I’he vacancy was caused hy 
the death of Caj tain filovcr of llie .Janus: 

I havemo\ ;J Captain Melso.i of the JIinchin))rook into the Janus, and ap- 
pointed Captain Cutlihert Collingwood of the Badger Sloop, Captain of the 
IJinchinbrook, and Lieutenant Hood Walker, late first Lieutenant of the Niger, 
Coinmandor of the Badger.”— //wdra//^ Uncords. 

Tile part ■ f l.oid Nelson’s Sketch of Ids Life, will bo best illus- 

trated by the Note.', to his Lkttkks. 
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In October I sailed from Quebec with a convoy to New 
York, where I joined the Fleet under the command of Lord 
Hood; and in November I sailed with him to the West In- 
dies, where I remained till the Peace ; when I came to Kng- 
land, (being directed in my way to attend II. R. H. Duke 
of Clarence in his visit to the Havannah;) and was paid off at 
Portsmouth on July 3rd, 1783. In the autumn I went 
to France, and remained till the spring of the year 1784; 
when I was appointed to the Boreas frigate, of 28 guns, and 
ordered to the Leeward Island station. 

This Station opened a new scene to the Officers of the 
British navy. The Americans, when colonists, possessed 
almost all the trade from America to our West India Islands; 
and on the return of Peace, they forgot, on this occasion, 
they became Foreigners, and of course had no right to trade in 
the British Colonies. Our Governors and Custom-house 
Officers pretended, that by the Navigation Act they had a 
right to trade; and all the West Indians wished what was so 
much for their interest. 

Having given Governors, Custom-house Officers, and 
Americans, notice of what I would do, I seized many of their 
Vessels, which brought all parties upon me ; and I was perse- 
cuted from one Island to another, that I could not leave 
my Ship. But conscious rectitude bore me through it; and I 
was supported, when the business came to be understood, 
from home: and I proved, (and an Act of Parliament has since 
established it,) that a Captain of a Man of War is in duty 
bound to support all the Maritime Laws, by his Admiralty 
comniission alone, without becoming a Custom-house Officer. 

In July 1786, I was left with the command till June 
1 787, when I sailed for England. During this winter 11. R. 11. 
the Duke of Clarence visited the Leeward Islands in the 
Pegasus frigate, of which he was Captain ; and in March, 
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this year, I married Frances Herbert Nisbet, widow of Dr. 
Nisbet, of the Island of Nevis; by whom I have no children. 

The Boreas being paid off at Sheerness, on November 
the 30th, I lived at Burnham Thorpe, county of Norfolk, in 
the Parsonage-house. In 1790, when the Affair with Spain, 
relative to Nootka Sound, had near involved us in a war, I 
made use of every interest to get a Ship, ay^ even a boat, to 
serve my Country, but in vain : there was a prejudice at the 
Admiralty evidently against me, which I can neither guess at, 
or in the least account for. 

On the 30th of January 1793, I was commissioned in the 
very handsomest way for the Agamemnon, 64 ; and was put 
under the command of that great man and excellent officer, 
Lord Hood, appointed to the command in the Mediterranean. 
The unbounded confidence on all occasions placed in me by 
his Lordship, will show his opinion of my abilities ; having 
served in the command of the seamen landed for the sieges 
of Bastia and Calvi. Ilis Lordship, in October 1794, left the 
Mediterranean to Admiral Hotham, who also honoured me 
with the same confidence. I was in the Actions of the 13th 
and 14th of March 1795, and 13th of July in the same 
year. For the share I had in them, I refer to the Admiral’s 
letters. I was then appointed by Admiral Ilotharn to co- 
operate with the Austrian General, Do Vins, which I did all 
the time Admiral Ilothain retained the command, till No- 
vember; when he was superseded by Sir .lohn Jervis, now 
Earl St. Vincent. 

In April 1796, the Commander-in-chief so much ap- 
proved my conduct, that he directed me to wear a Distinguish- 
ing Pendant. In June I was removed from the Agamemnon 
to the Captain ; and on the 11th of August appointed a 
Captain under me. Between April and October, I was 
employed in the blockade of Leghorn, taking Port Fcr- 
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rajo, tho Island of Caprea, and finally in the evacuation of 
Bastia; when having seen the troops in safety to Port 
Ferrajo, I joined the Admiral in St. Fiorenzo, and proceeded 
with him to Gibraltar; from whence in December I was 
sent in La Minerve frigate, Captain George Cockburn, to 
Port Ferrajo, to bring down our Naval stores, &c. On the 
passage we captured a Spanish Frigate, La Sabina, of 40 guns, 
28 eighteen pounders on her main deck, as will appear by 
my Letter. 

From sailing from Port Ferrajo on the 29th of January 
1797, to the finish of the Action, 14th of February, I 
refer to the account published by Colonel Drink water. The 
King for my conduct gave me a gold Medal, and the City of 
London a gold Box. 

In April I hoisted my Fhig as Rear-Admiral of tho 
Blue, and was sent to bring down the garrison of Port Fer- 
rajo : which service performed, I shifted my Flag from the Cap- 
tain to the Theseus on May tho 27th, and was employed in 
the command of the inner Squadron in the blockade of Cadiz. 
It w^s during this period that perhaps my personal courage 
was more conspicuous than at any other period of my life. In 
an attack of the Spanish gun-boats, I was boarded in my 
barge with its common crew of ten men, Cockswain, Captain 
Fremantle, and myself, by the Commander of the Gun- 
boats. The Spanish barge rowed twenty-six oars, besides 
Officers, thirty in tho whole ; this was a service hand to 
hand with swords, in which my Cockswain, John Sykes, (now 
no more,) saved twice my life. Eighteen of the Spaniards 
being' killed and several wounded, we succeeded in taking 
their Commander. 

On tho 15th of July, I sailed for Tenerillc : the event, I 
refer to my Letter of that Expedition. Having lost my right 
arm, for this loss and my former services his Majesty was 
pleased to settle JL800 a-year ; and by some unluck y misma- 
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nagoment of it, I was obliged to go to England ; find it was 
the 13th of December, before the surgeons pronounced me fit 
for service. On the 19th, the Vanguard was commissioned 
for my Flag-ship. 

On the 1st of April 1798, I sailed with a convoy from 
Spithead: at the back of the Wight, the wind coming to the 
westward, I was forced to return to St. Helen’s, and finally 
sailed on the 9th, carrying a convoy at Oporto and Lisbon. 
I joined Earl St. Vincent off Cadiz, on April 29th ; being 
on the 30th ordered into the Mediterranean. I refer to a 
Book printed for my proceedings to the close of the Battle of 
the Nile. 

On the 22nd September, I arrived at Naples, and 
was received as a Deliverer by the King, Queen, and the 
whole Kingdom. October 12th the blockade of Malta took 
place, which has continued without intermission to this 
day.^ On the 21st December, his Sicilian Majesty and 
family embarked in the Vanguard, and were carried to 
Palermo in Sicily. In March, I arranged a plan for taking 
the Islands in the Bay of Naples, and for supporting 
the Royalists who were making head in the Kingdom. This 
plan succeeded in every part. In May I shifted my Flag, 
being promoted to be Rear-Admiral of the Red, to the 
Foudroyant ; and was obliged to be on my guard against the 
French Fleet In June and July I went to Naples, and, 
as his Sicilian Majesty is pleased to say, I reconquered 
his Kingdom, and placed him on his Throne. On the 9th 
August I brought his Sicilian Majesty back to Pfilermo, having 
been upwards of four weeks on board the Foudroyant. 

On the 13th his Sicilian Majesty presented me with a Sword 
most magnificently enriched with diamonds, the Title of 
Duke of Bronte, and annexed to it the feud of Bronte, 
supposed to be worth £3,000 per annum. On the arrival 
i. The October 1799, when thtsSuKTiii was written. 
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of the Russian Squadron at Naples, I directed Commodore 
Troubridge to go with the Squadron, and blockade closely 
Civita Vecchia, and to offer the French most favourable 
conditions, if they would evacuate Rome and Civita Vcc- 
chia; which terms the French General, Grenier, complied 
with, and they were signed on board the Culloden : thus 
a prophecy, made to me on my arrival at Naples, was ful- 
filled, viz. that I should take Rome ivith my Ships. 

Thus may be exemplified by my Life, that perseverance in 
any profession will most probably meet its reward. Without 
having any inheritance, or having been fortunate in prize- 
money, I have received all the Honours of my Profession, been 
created a Peer of Great Britain, &e., &c. as set forth in the 
afinexed Paper, and I may say to the Reader, ‘ Go thou, and 
do likewise.’ 

Presents received for my Services in the Mediterranean 
between October 1st, 1798, and October 1st, 1799 ; — 

From my own most gracious Sovereign, a Peerage of Great 
Britain, and a gold Medal. 

From the Parliament of Great Britain, for my life and two 
next heirs, £2000 per annum. 

From the Parliament of Ireland not known, but supposed 
the same as given to St. Vincent and Duncan, £1000 per 
annum. 

From the Honourable East India Company, £10,000. 

From the Turkey Company, a piece of Plate. 

From Alexander Davison, Esq., a gold Medal. 

City of London, a Sword. 

The Captains who served under my orders in the Battle of 
the Nile, a Sword. 

The Grand Signor, a Diamond Aigrette, or Plume of 
Triumph, valued at £2000. Ditto, a rich Pelisse, valued at 
£1000. The Grand Sign:jr’8 Mother, a Box set with dia- 
monds, valued at £1000. 

VOL. T, B 9 
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Emperor of Russia, a Box set with diamonds, and a most 
elegant Letter — £2500. 

King of the Sicilies, a Sword, richly ornamented with dia- 
monds, and a most elegant and kind Letter, £5000 ; and the 
Dukedom of Bronte, with an Estate supposed worth £3000 
per annum. 

King of Sardinia, a Box set with diamonds, and a most ele- 
gant Letter, £1200. 

The Island of Zante, a gold-headed Sword and Cane, as an 
acknowledgment that had it not been for the Battle of the 
Nile they could not have been liberated from French cruelty. 

City of Palermo, a gold Box and Chain, brought on a silver 
waiter. 

Port Mahon, October 1 5th, 17 Di). 


It may be convenient to state here the following particulars of Lor«l Nelson’s 
Family in illustration of this “ Sketch of his Life,” ami of many of his Letters. 

The family of Nelson were settled for scvenil generations in Norfolk, and 
became connected with the noble house of Walpole in the following manner:— 
Robert Walpole of Houghton, iii Norfolk, Esquire, had three sons and many 
daughters; viz. — 1. Sir Robert Walpole, K. G., created Earl of Orford ; 2. 
//or«;io, created Lord Walpole of Wolterton, (ancestor of the present Earl of 
Orford,) from whoso son, Horatio^ 2nd Lord Wali)oIe of Wf>lterton, Horatio 
Nelson derived his baptismal name ; 3. Galfridus, a Captain in the Navy, 
who distinguished liimself and lost his arm in action, in command of the 
Lion. Of the daughters, Mary Walpole married Sir Charles Turner, of War- 
ham, in Norfolk, Bart., and their daughter Ann became the wife of Dr. 
Maurice Suckling, Prebendary of Westminster, by whom she had two sons, 
viz. Captain Maurice Suckling, R.N., (who died in .fuly 177U); and William 
Suckling, Estj. of tljc Custom-House, who died in November 171)3 ; and a daugb 
ter Katherine, who married, llth May 1749, the Rev. Edmund Kelson, Rec- 
tor of Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk, eon of the Rev. Edmund Nelson, who 
was Rector of Ililborough, in Norfolk, and died in 1747, a*t. 54. The Rk- 
VEUEND E;>A»f’ND N ELSoN, (Lord Nelsoii’s father,) wrote the follovriing ac- 
count of bimself: — “1 was born at East Bradenbam, IMarch 19, 1722. 
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[1722*3]. Educated at a school in the country, always a weak and sickly con- 
stitution. In 1742 admitted in Caius College, Cambridge, Doctor Gooch then 
Master; my tutor Doctor EgUnton. Took a Bachelor’s Degree at the usual 
time, was Ordained soon after, and at Michaelmas 1745, went as Curate to the 
Reverend Thomas Page, Rector of Becclcs in Suifolk : there remained till 
October 1747. My father succeeded him in both his Livings — Hilborough, on 
my mother’s presentation j S])oole, the Provost and Fellows of Eton. The 
whole profit of Hilborough I gave up for the purpose of paying my father’s 
debts, and the maintenance of my mother and her family, Spoole living is 
about £80 per annum. I resided with my mother at Hilborough ; but in May 
1749, married Catherine, daughter of Maurice Suckling, late Prebendary of 
Westminster, and Rector of Rarsham and Wooten in Suffolk, and Ann his wife, 
(Ifiught-er of Sir Charles Turner, Bart., of Warhain. At Michaelmas 
1749, went to housckeci)ing at Swaffham, and at Michaelmas 1753, removed 
into a hired hoiiso at Spoole. In November 1755, on the death of Tho- 
mas Smithson, Clerk, was preferred to the Rectories of Burnham Thori)e, on the 
presentation of the Honourable Iloraco Walpole, afterwards Lord Walpole, of 
WoPerton, and the Rectory of Burnham St. Albert with the Moieties of Ulp L. 
St. Margarets alias Norton.” 

He had issue — 

1. Edmund, 2. Horace, who both died infants. 

8. Nlaurice, horn 24th May 1753, a Clerk in the Navy Office, wlio died 
without issue, 24th April 1801. He married Sarah Ford, who survived until 
1810, and lived on an annuity allowed her by Admiral V’^iscount Nelson. 

4. Rev. William Nelson, D.D., born 20th April 1757, afterwards Karl A'cl- 
Ao/i, who married on the 9th November 1780, Sarah, daughter of the Rev. Henry 
Yonge; and had issue, Horatio Viscount Trafalgar, born 2l)th October 1788, 
and died 14 January 1808, unmarried; and Charlotte Mary, wife of Samuel, 
the present Lord Bridport. 

5. Vice-Admiral Sir Horatio Viscount Nelson and Duke of Bronte, 
K.B., born 29th September 1758, married ]2lh March 1787, Frai\ces Herbert 
Woollwa^rd, only child of William Woollward, Ks'i., Senior Judge of the Ishuul 
of Nevis, (widow of Josiah Nisbet, M.D.,) by whom, who died Itli May 1831, 
ait, 88, he had no issue. 

C. The Rev. Suckling Nelson, died April 1799, unmarried. 

7. Edmund, died unmarried, 12 O' cember 1789. 

8. George, died an infant. 

9. Susannah, born 12th June 1755, married ath August 1780, Thomas Bolton, 
Esci., and died IGth July 1813, leaving, bC'.des other children, a son ThotuoK 
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who became the second Earl Nelson^ father of Horatio, the third ami present 
Earl. 

10. Ann, bom 20th September 1760, died, unmarried, loth November 1703. 

1 1 . Catherine, born 1 9th March 1767, and married 26th February 1707, George 
Matchain, Esq., by whom she has issue. 

On the death of William Earl Nelson, without issue male, on the 20th 
of February 1035, the Barony of Nelson, of Ililborough, the Vist’oirxrcv of 
Merton and Trafalgar, and the Earldom of Nelson, descended, pursuant 
to special limitations, to the son of his eldest sister, Mrs. Bolton, viz. Thomas 
2nd Earl Nelson^ who dying on the 1st November in the same yc.ar, was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son, Horatio, the third and present Earl Nelson. 

Mrs. Nelson, the Hero’s mother, died on the 26th December 1767, when he was 
only nine years old. The inscriptions over her Remains and those of her husband 
at Burnham Thorpe, have been obligingly sent to the Editor by the Very Re- 
verend and Honourable Dr. Pellcw, Dean of Norwich : — 

“ Conservandai Memoria} causd 
C A T H K R I N M N K L S 0 N, 

Mauritii Suckling, D. D. filia?, 

Nepotis Caroli Turner, Baron etti, 

Et prim-.u ejus uxoris, 

MaritC, 61itE Roberti Walpole 
Do Houghton Armigeri, 

Uxoris Edmundi Nelson, 

Hujus Ecclosiic Rcctoris, 
xi liberos .sibi peperit, viii suporsunt. 

Conjugali ct maternd aflcctione Christiand charitatc et verd amicilid 
Fuit pnedita. 

Obiit Decemb. *26, 

Anno Salutis 1767. 

Sii.T yEtatis>12. 

Let these alone — let no in.an touch those bonos.*’ 

On a marble slab against the North w'all of the Chancel : — 

“To the Memory of 

THE REV. EDMUND NELSON, M.A., 

RcctOi of this Parish 46' j'ears. 

Father of Horatio first Viscount Nelson of the Nile, Duke of Bronte, &c. &c., 
Who died April 26th 1802, aged 79 years, 
riiis Monament, the last mark of filial duty and affection, 

Was erected by bis surviving Children.’* 
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Among the Nelson Papers are the following Memoranda, apparently in the writ- 
ing of Lord Nelson’s father : — 

“Edmund Nelson, horn at East Bradcnham, March 19, 17*2-2-3. 

Catherine Suckling, born at Barsham, May 9th, 17*2.j. 

Edmund Nelson and Catherine Suckling were married at Becclcs, 11 May 1749. 
Thkir Issuk. 

* Edmuml, born at S waif ham, 5 April, 1750. 

* Horatio, ditto at ditto, 28 July, 1751. 

Maurice, ditto at ditto, 24 May, 1753. 

Susanna, <litto at Sporlc, 12 .lune, 1755. 

William, ditto at Burnham Thorpo,/20 April, 1757. 


Horatio, ditto at 

ditto. 

29 September, 1758. 

* Ann, born at Burnham Thorpe, 

20 September, 17<»0. 

* Eiimund, ditto at 

ditto, 

4 June, 1782. 

* Suckling, ditto at 

ditto. 

5 .January, 1781. 

♦George, ditto at 

ditto, 

13 September, 17<»5. 

Catherine, ditto at 

ditto. 

19 March, 1787. 

Fdnuind, died 7 August 1 752, buried 

at Hil borough. 

Horatio, ditto 15 Nov. 1 

751, 

ditto. 


George, ditto ‘21 March 17()0’, ditto Burnham Thorpe. 

Cjitherine, their Mother, died 28 Deo. 1707, buried at Burnham Thorpe. 
Ann Suckling, her Mother, died 3 Jan. 1708, ])uricd at Barsham, Suflolk, 
Poor ♦Ann Nelson, died 15 November 1783, buried at Batldbnl, Somerset- 
shire.” 


[In another hand.] 

“ Edmund died 11th December 1790, buried at Burnham Thorpe, in the com- 
munion rails, south side.” ‘ 

To these Genealogical Memoranda may be added the remarkable longevity 
of some cf Lord Nelscju's relations: 

His grandmother, Mrs. Mary Nelson, (daughter of John Bland,) died at the 
age of 91 years and 3 months: his Father, the Reverend Edmund Nelson, died 
at the ago of 79 years and I month : his Aunt, Mary Nelson, died at the ago of 
82 years and 2 months : his Aunt, Alice Nelson, (wife of the Reverend Robert 

‘ In another Paper in tlie hand-writing of his father, he is said to have tlied on 
the 12th December 1789. 

VOL. L C 
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Rolfo, and grandmotlicr of Sir Robert Mousey Rolfc, now one of the Barons of 
the Exchequer,) at the age of 03 years and 1 montlis: and his Aunt, Thoinazinc 
Nelson, wife of Jolin Goulty, of Norwich, Gentleman, at the age of 89 years 
and 8 months, forming by livx‘ persons the extraordinary aggregate of 43.5 years 
and (> months. 



r. r. T T E It s . 






LETTER S 


1777— .ET. 18. 


TO MR. WILLIAM NKLSON, CIIRIST COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 


[Aulogr.'iph, in tlio Nelson Papers. Mr. William Nelson, his second hrother, 
soon after took Holy Orders. He succeeded as second Baron Nelson of the Nile, 
and of Hilborough, and was created Earl Nelson.] 


Navy Office, April 14th, 1777. 

Dear Brother, 

My father arrived in town on Friday evening in tolerable 
good health ; my sister and brother are both well, and desii*e 
tlieir love to yon. I suppose you have not heard of my arrival 
in England yet, but we arrived on Thursday week, but I have 
been so full of business in preparing to set out again, that I 
have not had time to write. 1 passed my Degree as Master of 
Arts on the l)th instant, (that is, passed the Lieutenant’s exami- 
nation,^) and received my Commission on the following day. 


' The following copy of Nelson's Passing Certificate," from the Record 
in the Tower, was communicated hy Thomas Dutfus Hardy, Esq., tlie Assistant 
Keei-er. It apiieurs that Nelson's examination took place on the ninth, and not 
as he states on tlic ciylith of April, 1777. 


Lieutenants' Certificates. June 17(>*2. — May 1777. 

“Ill pursuance, &c., of the 5th April 1777, wc liavo examined Mr. Ho- 
ratio Nelson, who by certificate appears to be more than twenty years of age, 
and find hp has gone to sea more than six years in the Shiiis and Qualities uuder- 
ineiitioncd : (viz.) 


Raisonahic 

Tryumph 

Carcass 

Triumph 

Seahorse 


Dolphin 


Mid. 

Captain's servant 
Mid. 

Mid. 

Captain’s servant 
M'.d. 

A ide 
Mid. 

Mid. 


0 5 0 1 
12 0 2 
0 10 1 5 
0 5 3 0 
0 0 15 
0 5 2 t) 
17 10 
0 4 3 2 
0 (> 3 0 


5 3 1 tJ 


7g. 


IMS IIAMAKRI9HNA MISSKnTI 
IN^ITUTE OF CULTURC 1 
LIBRAIIV I 
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for a tine Frigate of guns." So I am now left in [ the] world 
to shift for myself, which I hope I shall do, so as to bring credit 
to myself and friends. Am sorry there is no possibility this 
time of seeing each other, but I hope that time will come in a 
few yearss when we will spend some merry hours together. 

N. B. If it is not too troublesome turn over. 

Where we shall go at present, I know not, but wherever it 
is, I will always write to you. If you ever choose to write, 
inclose either to Mr. Suckling,^ or my brother,^ as in all pro- 
bability they will know where we are gone. I leave London 
on VV^ednesday evening, so shall always be glad to hear from 
you. Believing me to be, dear Brother, your affectionate brother, 

Horatio Ni:lson. 

P. S. Pray give my best respects to my old school-fellow, 
H. Hammond.^ 

“ lie pro«hiccth Journals kept by liimsielf in tbe (.’arcass, Seahorse, l.)oI[»]iin, 
and Worcester, and Cerlilieates from Captains Suckling, l.ulwidge, Fanner, 
Pigott, and Robinson, of liis diligence, tVe. : he ean splice, knot, reef a sail, «S:e. 
and is (pialitii'd to do the <luty of an Aide seaman and .M iilshipnian. Dated tlie 
J)th April 1777. 31. S., Captain John Campbell, Captain Abraham North.’’ 

'I he letters ^1. S.‘* were tlie initials of Cajttain .Maiiriee Suck ling. Nelson’s 
uncle, then Comptroller of tlie Navy, who is said by Clarke ami M‘Arthur 
to have been i)rcsent at the examination by \irtuc of his ofliee ; and of* wliom 
they relate the following anecdote: “Captain Suckling purposely eonceahsl 
his rt lationship from the examining Captains. When his lU'phew had recovered 
fnmi his confusion, his answers were prompt and .satisfactory, ami imlh-ateil the 
talents Inr .so eminently jxts-.essed. 'I’he examinalicm emieil in a manner very 
ln/:iourahle to him : upon which his unele immediately threw otl his roerve, 
and rising from his seat, introduced liis iiepliew. 'i lie examining Cai>tain.s 
expressed their suri)rise at his not ha.ving infonneil tlseni of this before. ‘ No,’ 
replied the independent Comptroller, ‘ Idi<l not uish the younkertohe favoured, 
I felt convinced that he would pass a go«)d examination ; ami you see, gen- 
tlemen, I have not been dis.aj)jK tinted.’ ” — 4to. vol. i. p. 14. 

- 'j’he Lowestotfe, Captain \Villiani Locker. 

3 Jlis maternal imele, Captain Nlauriee Suckling, then Comptroller of the 
Navy, and iM.P. for 1‘ortsmouth, liy whom this Letter was franked. 

1 1 is eldest brother, i\Ir. 3Iuiiiie<i Nelson, tlien Clerk for Foreign Accounts 
in the Navy Ofliee. He oieil in A{)ril HiOl. 

A jijtarently. Ins distant relation, II»»raee llamomi, son of Iii.s godfather, llorace 
Hamond, D.O., hy Doroil-y, .lainjiter of Sir Cliarle.s Turner, Liuvt. — /JurU’'s 
JJic/ionarf/ oj l/tr Landed ( '>cn(n/, F*!. IIM I, p. .y.y.i. 
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TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM LOCKER. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.— Of Captain Locker, one of Nelson^s 
dearest friends, from this period until his death in December 1800, very inter- 
esting JMemoirs have been published by his son, Edward Hawke Locker, Esq. 
late a Commissioner of (irceuwieli Hospital, to whose kindness the Public arc 
indebted for the interesting Letters addressed to his Father. Captain Locker 
then commanded the Lowostotle, of which Ship Nelson was second Lieutenant, 
'^riiey sailed for the West Judies in May, and anchored at Ikirbadoes on the 
Jill of July 1777. On the 10th of that month the Lowestotte arrived at Port 
Uoyal, in Jamaica. The address of this Letter is wanting, but it would appear to 
have been written during Captain Locker’s temporary absence from his Ship in 
consequence of ill health.] 

Lowestolfe, at Sea, August 12th, 1777. 

My most worthy Friend, 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the good opinion you 
entertain of me, and will do iny utmost that you may have no 
occasion to change it. I hope God Almighty will be pleased 
to spare your life, for your own sake, and that of your family : 
but should any thing happen to you, (which I sincerely pray 
God, may not,) you may be assured that nothing shall be want- 
ing on my part for the taking care of your effects, and deliver- 
ing safe to Mrs. liOcker^^ such of them as maybe thought pro- 
j)er not to be disposed of. You mentioned the word “ consola- 
tion,” in your letter — I shall have a very great one, when I 
think I have served faithfully the best of friends, and the most 
amiable of women. 

All the services I can render to your family, you may be 
asMired shall be done, and shall never end but with my life ; 
and may God Almighty of his great goodness keep, bless, and 
preserve you, and your family, is the most fervent prayer 

Of your faithful servant, 

Hoiiatk) Nelson. 

P. S. Though this letter is not couched in the best manner 
be assured it comes from one entirely devoted to your service. 

II. N. 


l.iicy, only (l.'iugl)t or anti heiress of .AJiniral Williiim J’arry, whom he mar- 
ried on the 20th Oetoher 1770 ; and by her, wlu) tiled in Marcli 1780, he liad 
live elnldren; vi/. I, Lucy, who died unmarried ; 2, William, a Major in the 
Army, who died in 1 8 lo witliout issi. ; ’L.Iohn, late I'^cputy llegistcr of the Ad- 
niiialty (h)urt at Malta, and tiled t1 ere in 1 88 1. leaving several children ; t, J’’li/a- 
heth, now living unmarricil ; 5, Julward liawko Locker, Esq., F.R.S., abo\o- 
•neutit)nod. 
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TO CAPTAIN LOCKE 1{. 

[From Clarke and AFArtliur’s Life of Nelson, dto, vol. i. p. 17. The ori- 
ginal is not j>ros!.!rved in the Locker Papers. This Letter was written while Nel- 
son eominninlcd the Little Lucy,*’ Tender to the Lowestofle.J 

9th February, 1778. Off the West Corcos. 

I am happy in having an opportunity of writing by Mr. 
Ellis, who comes down in the Abigail schooner from Fram^-ois, 
hound to Nantucket. We took her this morning at four 
oVlock, after a chase of eight hours. We arc just come to an 
anchor; and the wind is got to the Northward, so that I must 
conclude, as we are now weighing. Pray give my compliraeuts 
to ray messmates. 


TO CAJ’TAIN LOCKEIl, LOWESTOEEE. 

[ Autograph in tlie Locker Papcr.s — without date of month or year.] 

Bristol, Monday afternoon [a])parenlly 81st August, 1778. | 

Dear Sir, 

Vour goodness to me has been more than ever 1 expcctcti, 
or had any riglit to think on in every respect. The man 
you mentioned 1 should be very happy to have with me, 
as the one is very assiduous, the other you know [is] one of my 
favourites. I will write to Mr. Ilodgeson the first opportunity. 
One of tliese days we shall meet, but I know you would not 
have me ask where there is a j)robability of being refused. 
Dundas,7 — I thought I had mentioned him before : he messes 
with iLs, and keeps the fourth watch : lie agrees tolerable well, 
as h(* has been told the man he has to deal with, but I am sure 
he has wished himself often on board the Lowestoffe. Cun- 
ingham has sent me a jar of sweetmeats, which I am much 
obliged to him for. I heard of you by JNPNamara yesterday. 
1 hope it is not true the accounts we have here of the taking 
the Minerva.*^ May health and happiness attend [you] is the 
constant sincere wisli of your humble Servant, 

IloiiATTo Nelson. 

’ Thomas Dundas, wliu had been a Midshipman of the Lowestoffe; ho was 
made a Lieutenant in 1798, commanded the Naiad Frigate in the Battle of 
Trafalgar, and died a Vice-Admiral and K.C.B. in March, 1811. 

8 Oil liH* of August 17/8, the 31iiiervH, 3J, Captain Jolm Stott, was 
taken by La Coiuorde, 40; and on the ‘2nd of September, in the same year, the 
Active, *28, Ca[)tain William Williains, was captured by the French Ships men- 
tioned by Neisun Neither of the (.'aptains burvived their misfortune many 
weeks. 



MT. 20 .] 


LE ITERS. 


25 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKER, LOWESTOFEE. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers. Without date of mouth or year.] 

Bristol, Saturday morning, [apparently 12th Sci)tembcr 177d.J 

Dear Sir, 

Mr. McNamara » came on board late last night, and I am 
very sorry to acquaint [you] of the Active’s laying alongside 
the Minerva: she was taken by our friend the Disd a in. Cap 
tain M‘Namara, and the Chamont. She had hove twelve of 
her guns overboard, in a gale of wind ; and sprung her main- 
mast. Poor Captain Williams died about ten days ago of a 
broken heart the Tender that was sent after the -^olus is 
also taken, and our people were not permitted to see either the 
Officers or Seamen of the Ships. They say there is upwards of 
three hundred seamen in the jails. The Ships that went in 
the other day were the Concord and Disdain : they said once 
they thought of supping with us. • They had been convoying 
twenty-four sail through the Caicos Passage, at half-past one 
A. M. they were w ithin a mile of the Niger. Captain Caulfield 
and Mr. M‘Namara are gone on board the Ruby. 

^[ay health and one [of] the French frigates attend you, 
is the sincere wish of yours faithfully, 

H. Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKER, LOWESTOFEE. 

[Autogruph, in tlie Locker Papers. — Nelson was appointed Commander of the 
Ikulger Brig on the Rth Dccemher, 177h.] 

Badger,’ olf the N. E. End, April .'50th, 177.9. 

Dear Sir, 

I hope with all my heart you are much better than when 1 
left you, and that you will not be obliged to go home on ac- 
count of your health. I wish sincerely it was in ray power in 
some measure to show^ some small return for the many favours 1 

“ Vide page 7, note .0. He is frequently mentioned, and was Nelson's com- 
panion to Franco in 178^5: he was made a Post Captain in 1781, and died a 
Hear Admiral of the White in 1802, .,ged 65. 

® Vide p. 24. 

* The following OtHcers served wnth Cai)tiiin Nelson in the Badger, from tlie 
Ist January 177.0, to the lOtli June following: — O. Edwanhs, Lieutenant ; Fran- 
cis hosier, Surgeon; .1. Wilson, Master; .leliii Tyson, Piii*ser.--f7(/rAc and 

Arthur, vol, i. Appendix, 
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have received, but I am sure you do not think me ungrateful. 
If you come on the North Side, and I hear of it, I will come in. 
I know you will he pleased with this little earnest of success, 
but we have Iiad a good deal of plague with her." Two days 
before we could find the French papers, at last found them in 
an old shoe. There is a j)olacre coming this way ; I hope we 
shall fall in her way. I wish I could give a good character of 
Mr. Capper : he is a drunkard ; I need say no more. We shall 
part wlienever he can get Mate of a Merchant ship. George 
Cruger behaves very well. If you have heard from Mrs. 
Locker, 1 sincerely bo})e she and all tlie family are in good 
health ; and that you and they may continue so, and enjoy 
every blessing of tliis life, is the real sincere wish of 

Your much obliged and faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

News. — 

The Punch killed one man, and wounded three, on 
board the Bourdeaux Snow. The IMinerva sailed six days 
ago, with lifteon sail, for the Turks' Island Passage. The 
Tyger, Letter of Mar(]ue, belonging to Liverpool, of twenty- 
iour guns, carried into the Cape. Tlu'y. mention an Action oH' 
Grenada, l)el:ween tlie two Fleets. ' 'i’he people say, Cham- 
b(TS searched them, and let them pass; also a Kingston 
Schooner. 


TO CACTAIX LOCKER, LOW ESTO EEE. 
t Autograph, in llie Lockt r | 

Ikulijcr, ^lumlay Kvcniiiir, May 177!'. 

Dear Sir, 

I have just received your letter of the 29th, and this morn- 
ing yours of the 2 Ith, and hope you are luueli better than 
when I left you. Since 1 wrote last, we had very near taken 
a Scliooii T privatec^-, I:ut it coming calm slie rowed uir. Wc 

“ On llic J'itli Apri’ 177^L the Ikulger caplumi l.a Pnnlcntc <it' t'i^lity tori' 
a.ivl ‘f 'p, — Lc < uiZ'’lte. 

i lie A< on the .'"Ah July 177!^ oil' ( Jrciiatla. hetwoon tlio EnL;lis!i 

l luot uiulcT » c p A:!inir.il J^yron, and that of Fiance^ under the Coiiitc d'Ka* 
Liim.'- 
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have no accounts htne of any Ships being cut out, but 1 shall 
sail in the morning and keep a sharp look out, and hope the 
next we see we shall be able to get alongside of. I am much 
obliged to you for taking care of Silvan : do as you please with 
him; I don’t think he will ever stay with me now. May 
health, happiness, and every blessing attend you, is the real 
sincere wish of 

Your much obliged and faithful Servant, 

HoiiA'iio Nelson. 


To CAPTAIN LOCKER, LOWESTOFEE. 


[ Autogruph, in the Locker I'apers.] 


Ikulger, May 13th, 177l>. 


Dear Sir, 

1 am very sorry I made you so uneasy about the men that 
were pressed from the Amity Hall; but I will relate the story 
in particular, for Mr. Taylor's satislaction, who I should be 
very sorry to disoblige, as he has been so exceedingly civil to 
iiK*, and also upon your account. 

When 1 first saw the Ships in Port Antonio, I took them for 
])art of the Cork hdect, and sent the boat fur men, with orders 
not to press from homeward-hound Ships. 1 hey went cn 
hoard two, and did not meddle with their peopde; but thirty- 
Hno men on board the Amity Hall tempteti them to bring 
five; I was not pleased when they were brought on board, 
and came into Port on purpose to return them, for I had 
not a thought of keeping any of them; the Master came 
on hoard in a most impertinent manner, and with very abusive 
language told mo he should take the Law, ^cc. 1 can’t say but 1 
was waVni to be talked to in such a manner; however, 1 im- 
mediately returned two men and a Neutral, but told him I 
should keep the otlier two, for his impertinent behaviour. 
(This is all the matter.) H you toll the story, 1 beg you will 
mention, that the Master v-ot to advertise that he had on 
hoard twT) deserters from Padger. "ihe aster is just 
coming on board, so 1 must stop o, little. 

The Master is just gone, and I oev('r was more surprised 
tli.in for him to deny the adxertiseaieiit. that several eircuin- 

l 
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stances were not wliat lie had wrote about, in regard to the 
number, and to hinder his proceeding with the Convoy : he 
says he wrote to a gentleman in Kingston his account of the 
affair, and to beg he would get his men, or to take such 
methods that he might not [be] blamed if he did not fail. He 
tells me he never desired to be advertised, he has begged my 
pardon for his behaviour on that day, and we are parted very 
good friends (though I believe all he told me is false :) how- 
ever, it will convince people what sort of a man he is. I am 
now completing our water, and shall sail in the morning. I 
intend going off the East End, to see if the report of the four- 
teen-gun Brig be true. 

Since I wrote last I have lost a very fine Brig, who we chased 
twenty leagues to leeward of the Island, and lost, I am sure, 
for want of a night-glass. I intend to come in again on 
Tuesday to save post if possible, but for fear 1 should not, 1 
leave this here. I sec you arc quite settled about going home,'* 
which in all probability may happen before you can hear 
from me again; but 1 shall always write to you in England. 
1 hope you will have a good passage, and find ^Irs. Locker and 
all your family, in good health : 1 hope you will soon re- 
cover when you get home. The friendship you have shown 
me I shall never forget ; and though 1 lose my best friend by 
your going, I would not have you stay a day longer in this 
country. I am very sorry indeed Captain Deane^^ is ill ; 1 beg 
you will give iny best wishes for his speedy recovery. May 
health and happiness attend you is the sincere w ish of your 
Much obliged and faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

J am afraid the Admiral has got the wrong eiul of the story 
about the men ; if you think proper, mention it, 1 beg you 
[will] return Mr. Taylor my sincere thanks, for the kind part 
he has taken in this affair. 


On tho l»t of'?.Iay 177.0, Captain Locker applied to the Admiral, Sir Petti 
Pa.kcr, picrttiiig to be ullowe<l to resign the command of his Shij) on accomil "1 
ill health. 

® (hiptain .lo.>eph Deane ; lie died Ciiptaiii of the Itiiby, on tlie I'Jth Juuuarv 
17J10. Vuk I-. ;i;l 
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TO CAFl’AIN LOCKER, LOWESTOFFE. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Badger, oil’ St. Ann’s, June 7th, 177^>. 

Dear Sir, 

I suppose before this you have heard of the fate of the poor 
Glasgow indeed it was a most shocking sight ; and had it 
happened half an hour later, in all probability a great many 
people would have been lost. She anchored at half-past three, 
and at six she was in flames, owing to the steward attempting 
to steal rum out of the after-hold. Captain Lloyd is very 
melancholy indeed on the occasion, and I sincerely wish I was 
at Port Royal for his sake, and the Ship’s company’s, who are 
falling sick very fast, with the constant rains we have had 
since we left Montego Bay ; and no place on board the Badger 
to shelter such a number of men. I suppose 1 have letters at 
Port Antonio from you, but I have not been there these three 
Posts; and am much afraid I shall be obliged to go round the 
West End, and attempt the South side, the current having set 
\is nine leagues to leeward these last tw^enty-four hours, 
although we have had favourable winds : as I have heard of 
no Packets arriving, I hope to see you at Port Royal. 

I b^g you will remember me very kindly to Mr. Ross,‘^ and 
Captain Deane, who I hope is got well. May health and 
happiness attend you, is the real sincere wish of 

Your most humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Lieutenant of Glasgow will take care of this : he is a 
very good young man I believe, and has not saved a rag but 
what was on his back. 

^ The Glasgow, 20, Captain Thomas Lloj'd, while at anchor on the North side 
of .Tamaica, w.'is accidentally set on fire, and entirely destroyed ; hut the crew 
were saved, mainly by Captain Nelson’s exertions, — See Sketch of Life, 

® Hercules Uoss, Esep, a merchant at Kingston in Jamaica, who is frequently 
mentioned in subsequent Letters, 
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TO ('ATTAIN' I.OFKKR. 


[ Aiitogra]>]i, in the T.ockor Tupors. — Nelson was then Captain of tlic ITinchin- 
Imxik,® into vliich Sliip ho was promoted from the IJadger, on fh(‘ 11 th June, 


177.0.J 


WC32- 


I’oil Koval, July ‘Jhth, 177 !). 


iAIy dear Sir, 

We have nothing new here since I wrote you last by the 
Halifax PacHjuor, except the safe arrival of the F.ion, Captain 
Cornwallis, I in a very shattered condition. "1 he news of the 
Action yini liave heard long before this comes to you. The 
Ilinchinhrook is not arrived, although her cruise has been out 
these four weeks. Lady Parker is almost mad. 1 he Admiral 
tells me he will send me out in the T.<owcstofre, to cruize 
for the Ilinchinhrook, hut I am afraid it will not be farther to 
windward than the Navassa. Captain Deanc^ wished much 
I should go with him olF the Cape, hut it will not do. No 
prizes to any of the Men-of-War except a few Americans. I sin- 
cerely hope you have bad a good passage home, and that your 
health is recovered. I, you know, am never well in Port. 
Janus not arrived : a good deal alarmed for her. Kuby and 
Bristol sail on Sunday; the Captain of the latter^ is in a had 
scrape: you know iNTrs. Browne’s aftair : he is arrested for 
10,000/,, and went from the .Marshal after being seized. 
Tht'y have petitioned tlic Governor not to permit him to leave 
the Island. He is now outlawed — I think the atfair will end 
mu li to his loss. I hog I may he most kindly rememhert'd to 
Mrs. Locker and all the family. I liope tliey and you will 
always enjoy health and happiness, 

I am, dear Sir, 

^^>ur most faithful Servant, 
Hokatio Nki.son. 


^ The OlHccrs wlio served with Captain iVeJson in the Hinchinhroolc, f’nnu 
the Ist of Sej)tenil>er 177!) to tlie 1st of M;iy 17150, were — Lic'utenanta A. .St. 
Le^cr, Geo. Harrison, C. (Ainningham, .Joseph J Sullen, (now an Admiral of ihi' 
Blue,) Peter Hums; Surccon, Fran. K(«ter; ]Ma.ster, J. Walker; Purser, K. 
Huggens. — Cinrhf (ind M'Arlhnr, vol. i. in Appendix. 

• Captain the I lonourahle, afterwards Admiral Sir U illiam Cornwallis, G.C.Jh 
particularly distinguished himself in the command of the Lion, f.l, in the action 
hetwe' o 1 ic(j Ad/niral Hyroa’-s Squadron, and the Frerudi under Comte d’Eslaing, 
off C5irn:id'j,, * n i?ie (Jth of July 1/7.0. 

* Vi( j-Adnufal (afterwards Admiral of the Fleet) Sir Peter Parker, Knight, 
from whom, and in'V,) Lady Parker, Nelson received the greatest kindnes-s during 
a severe illness ;it ramuica. 

^’apfain ,Ios(p;j Deal 


* Query Captain .John Raynor* 
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I find thin is not tlio time of year for shaddocks, hut I 
will send some whenever they are in season; at present there is 
not one to be had. Captain Deane, See. desire their compli- 
ments. 


TO (' ATTAIN EOCKET. 
f ill llu‘ Lock(.T l';ipor.s, ] 

Port Tloyal, Thursihvy, I JlIi 177** 

Dear Sir, 

Jamaica is turned upside down since you left, it. 'Fhe ( 'ouiP 
<rKstain;’ is at the Cajte with twenty Sail of the Line, and a 
I'lag-shlp, with (Mp;ht or nine more, are at Port an Prince: the 
latter Meet fell in with the Charon and Pomona, in the niuht,l>nt 
tliey got oiV by good sailing. O'hey say that there are ‘20,000 
men iit the C‘ape ready to embark, and 5,000 at Port an 
Prince. He arrivcnl at the Cape last Saturday fortnight, with 
one hundred and twenty-live Sail, ^Icn-of-War and Transports, 
lie passed C.'aptain I.amberPs Sijnadron"' on a very thick day, 
who arrived here yesterday ; so that all our Ships are in Port, 
except llinchinbrook, Hound, and Porcupine, who, we [have] 
reason to believe, are taken ; as reports^' arc very strong from 
the Ilahama Islands. As I have told you what we may expect, 
I will tell you the measures taken to defend the Island: 5d>00 
men are encamped between the hVrry and Kingston, 1,000 in 
Port Augusta, 800 at the Apostles’ Patterv, and we expect to 
have 500 in Port Cliarles, where I am to command. Lion, 
Salisbury, Charon, anil Janus, in a line from the Point to the 
outer shoal; Ruby and Rristol in tlie narrows going to King- 
ston, to rake any Ships that may attack Fort Augusta; Po- 
mona and Speke Indianian above Rock Fort, and Lowestoffe 
at the end of the dock-w'all. I^xpressos go to-morrow morn- 
ing to all quarters. Resource and Penelope off the East Paid 
to cruise; four Pn-e-ships arc down here, two of them commis- 
sioned, I have very fairly stated our situation, and I leave you 


t’aptaiii Kobert Lambert of tlie Niger, who obtained that rank in rehruary 
Charnock erroneously siiys, that he was not employ oil after 1770 until 
svlion lie was appointed Commissioner of the Navy at Jamaica. 

The reports were unfounded. 
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in England to judge what stand we shall make; I think you 
must not be surprised to hear of my learning to speak French. 
T ho})© you have had a good passage, and are now in peace and 
plenty with your family. Ross has behaved in a very public- 
spirited manner. Has sent the Gayton and his vessels to the 
Admiral, to send expresses, even his negroes into the batte- 
ries. As the Packet sails to-morrow morning, and it was a 
secret, I have not time to say any more ; I know we shall 
have your wishes for success. May health, peace, and happi- 
ness always surround you and your good family, to whom I beg 
to be kindly remembered, is the constant wish of 
Your devoted humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKKU. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Port Royal, January 23rd, 17C0. 

My dear Sir, 

I arrived here from a cruize in the middle of December, 
and received your letter from London with great pleasure, as 
I much feared you were in France ; and on the lOtb of this 
month, I received your letter from Kent, dated October 3rd, 
and am sorry you are not quite recovered. I sailed in the 
Hincliinbrook from Port Royal in the middle of September, 
to join the Niger and Penelope. We took four Sail, 
for which I shall share about 800/. sterling. Wo left the 
Penelope at sea, who soon afterwards took a Spanish priva- 
teer: the crew rose upon the Penelope, and have carried 
her off : they certainly have killed poor Captain Jones and 
his Officers.7 

I know you will be sincerely sorry for the loss of poor 
Hill, who died of a fever at Rattan. He had entirely 
recovered of his wounds. I suppose you have heard he 
lost his right hand in the action. William Forrest, your 
old Coxswain, is amongst the slaki. The Lowestoffe was the 

7 This report not true ; but the Penelope, Captain James Jones, foundcreJ 
with all her crow in that year. 
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first that stormed, » under the command of Diindas.9 I am 
now going to tell what you and many others will be very 
sorry to hear — the death of that worthy, good man, Captain 
Joseph Deane. He died on the 12th of January, and was 
buried next day, at Green Bay, amidst the tears of his Officers 
and Ship’s company, and his many friends. Captain Cow- 
ling is appointed to the Ruby. Of that noble Shipps crew, 
three hundred took boats and are gone off. Kvery method 
has been used to bring them back, which I hope will prove 
successful. The Salisbury ^ has brought in a Spanish Store- 
ship, mounting fifty-six guns, four hundred men, from Cadiz 
to Port Omoa, after a smart action of two hours and a-half. 
The Salisbury lost nine men ; the Don fifty men. 

Our mess is broke up. Captain Cornwallis and myself live 
together. I hope I have made a friend of him, which 1 am sure 
from his character you will be glad to hear. Lambert has changed 
into the Leviathan, to go home. I have sent a cask or two of 
shaddocks by him, and Mr. Taylor sends to him this day, that 
if convenient to take two casks of old rum for you. I shall 
take your rum out of the Lowestx)ffe and keep it with me 
until you send for it. The Spanish Ship is to be made a Ship 
of 30 guns. The Admiral offered her to me, which I declined. 
He says he will give me the first Frigate. He has appointed 
me to go with an Expedition which is now on foot against the 
city of Grenada, upon the Lake of Niguragua.- How it will 
turn out, God knows. I do not expect to return before the 
beginning of June, but I shall always take every oj)portuuity 
of writing to you. CoUingwood'^ desires to be very particu- 
larly remembered to you and Mrs. Locker, to whom I beg you 
[to] give my best respects. 


* On the 16th October, 1770, Captain the Hon. John Luttrell, in the Charon 44, 
^'ith the Lowestoffe, Pomona, and Hacehorse, attacked the l^'^ortross of Saint 
Fernando do Omoa, which was gallantly stormed, and the Register Ships, which 
had taken refuge tliere, were captured. 

Apparently Mr. Thomas Dundsis, vide p. 24. 

(’Hptuin .lolin Cowling : lie died in 171)2. 

' Commanded by Captain Charles Inglis, who dic'd a Rear-Admiral, in October 
. The captured ship was the SairCarlos, Don Juan Antonio Zavellata. 

* Vide ‘ Sketch of my Life p. ante. 

® Captain Cutlibeit Colliiigwood, afterwards A^icc-Adniiral Lord (\)Ilingwoo 
VOL. I. D 
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The Admiral sails with the Fleet on Tuesday next, the25tli 
January, to meet if he can the Count de Grasse, who has been 
cruizing these some weeks past between Cape Nicola and 
Maize with five Sail of the Line. 

You must not be surjn-ised to see me in England after 
this trip; for if my health is not much better than it is at 
present, I shall certainly come borne, as all the Doctors are 
against my staying so long in this country. You know 
my old complaint in my breast: it is turned out to be 
the gout got there. Kitty Crawford sends you two jars of 
tamarinds. Cuba, and all your old acquaintances in this 
part of the world, desire to be kindly remembered to you ; 
and none more so than Captain Cornwallis, who has, I 
assure you, a very high esteem for your character. Caulfield 
is to stay behind this cruize to take his trial. Captain Pa- 
kenham * (Lord Longford’s brother) goes in his Ship. Glover ^ 
is very ill ; I hardly think he will get over this cruize. I have 
been twice given over since you left this country with that 
cursed disorder, the gout. 1 must make this a double letter, 
though against your desire. VVe have just heard the Penelope 
was carried into St. Jago, in Cuba.^ She has been cruizing otF 
the West end of Jamaica. I must now bid you Adieu, wishing 
you every thing you can vvish in this life, and believe me to bo 
with real sincerity, 

Your much obliged and sincere friend, 

Horatio Nklson. 

Captain Inglis^ desires his compliments. 


'* the Iloiiouralilc, aftcnvanls Admiral Sir 'l ljoiDas I’akonhani, Ci.C.U., 

wlioditMl on thet’iul rebriiary Ui.'ili, 

Captain Bonovicr ClnviT, of the Janus, wlio died immediately before Cap- 
tain the llonourahle Willimn Cornwallis’ gallant action, in the very Iiour he 
HO wished to see/’ on the ‘JOtli March 17b0. He was a son of the Author of 
Leonidas/' 

^ Vide p. d‘2, note. 

' Captain Charles Ingli-, of the Salisbury. 
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TO CAPTAIN POLSON. 


[Autograph, in the possession of P. S. Benvrell, Esq. This Letter was ad- 
dressed to Captain John Poison of the 6()th Regiment, who commanded the 
Expedition against Port San Juan, near Grenada, assisted by the Ilinchinbrook, 
Captain Nelson, and by some Ships under his orders. See the Sketch of my 
Life,” p. 9. Captain Poison obtained his Majority in the 92nd Regiment on the 
20th October 1701.] 


Port Royal, 2nd June, 1780. 

Dear Poison, 

I assure you nothing gave me more pleasure than to hear 
of your reducing the Fort, before the arrival of Kemble,- or 
any of the folks of the Second Division. When I arrived at 
Jamaica, I saw General Dalling^ several times, and I told him 
of all your transactions from our first setting out; our 
troubles on the Mosquito Shore, &c., which I thought you 
would wish, as no letters had arrived. He expressed himself 
very much pleased with your conduct on every occasion, and 
expressed a very great regard for you, and was very sorry he 
was obliged to send down older Officers, But when the news 
arrived of the reduction of the Fort, I assure you he ex- 
pressed the greatest pleasure it happened to you ; and tlie 
news arriving of the plundering Black River by the Governor 
of Camayagoa, I told him of your sending back the Black 
River Company, and only taking 40 men from Tempest in- 
stead of 150 ; and advising to send 200 men to Black River; 
and tliat those 40 men had run away, so that not one Indian 
was taken to the Westward of the Cape. He was much 
pleased with those matters, as it takes ofl‘ all reflection of 
taking the Inhabitants of the Shore to go upon the Expedi- 
tion. 

I am sorry you and so many of the Officers are not well; 


* Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen Kemble, wlio commanded the 60tb or Royal 
American Regiment, to W’hicb Captain Poison belonged. 

^ Governor of Jamaica. Vide p. 8, ante. 
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but I sincerely hope you are recovered before this. General 
Bailing will be with you by the middle of July, you may 
depend on it. Pray remember me kindly to the two 
Despards/ Bulkeley,^ Harrison, Mounsey,^ and all my good 
friends about you ; and believe me with very great esteem, 
Your ever well wisher, 

And obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., KINGSTON, JAMAICA. 

[From H Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

AiV'* Mountain, .Tune 12th, 17110. 

Dear Sir, 

I got up here yesterday morning, and am but just got out 
of bed to answer your letter. I am exceedingly obliged to you 
for sending tlie letters. Oh, Mr. Ross, what would I give to 
be at Port-Royal. Lady P.» not here, and the servants letting 
me lay as if a log, and take no notice, 

I am yours, most sincerely, 

Horatio Nelson. 


^ Captain Andrew Despard ; and Lieutenant, afterwards Colonel Edward 
Marcus ITespard, of the 79th llogiment, who was executed for high treason in 
February 1803. Lord Nelson attended his trial, and gave satisfactory evi- 
dence of his bravery and character as an Officer. There was also a Thomas 
Despard, who was then an Ensign in the same Regiment. 

® Captain Richard Bulkeley of the 79th Regiment. 

® Apparently Captain William Causabon Harrison, of a “ Corps serving in 
Jamaica.” — Vide the ilrwy List for 1780. A Lieutenant Robert Harrison was 
then serving in the same Corps, 

^ Captain-Lieutenant James Mounsey, or. Lieutenant Thomas Mounsey, of 
the 79th Regimont, 

^ Margaret Lady Parker, who was Miss Nugent, wife of Vicc-Admirn) 
Sir Peter Parker, Commander-in-Chief. This Letter appears to have been 
written in her house. They both lived to see Nelson a Peer; and in a beautiful 
Letter frr>in 1 idy Park-.^r after tlie Battle of the Nile, she told Nelson that they 
had always looked upon him as their son. 
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TO SIR PETER PARKER, KNIGHT, VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE, 
AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AT JAMAICA. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Port- Royal, .Tamaica, tlic 30th of August, 1780. 

Sir, 

Having been in a very bad state of health for these several 
months past, so bad as to be unable to attend my duty on 
board the Janus, 9 and the faculty having informed me that 1 
cannot recover in this climate ; I am therefore to request that 
you will he pleased to permit me to go to England for the re- 
establishment of my health. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson.^® 


I'O WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY S INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.— Captain Nelson, on his arrival in England, 


ill the autumn of 1780, proceeded to 
ami remained theie several months.] 

Dear Sir, 

I must crave your pardon for 
fore this, but I know you will r 


Bath for the recovery of his health, 

Bath, January 23rd, 1781. 

[not] having wrote to you be- 
eadily believe the reason was 


® lie wjis removed from the Ilinchinbrook to the command of the .Tanus 
of 1 1 guns, early in April 1780. The following Officers served with Captain 
Nelson in the .Tanus, from the 2ud of May 1780 to the 19th of September fol- 
lowing ; — Lieutenants, Geo. IL Stevcn.s, J. C. Ilaswcll, C. C. Priswick, and 
Henry Knight; Surgeon, T. Jameson*, Master, J. Flcnwick ; Purser, VV. 
Hickman. — Clarke ami M^Arthur^m Appendix. 

The Adinirjil in his reply, dated on the 1st September 1780, (in the 
Nelson Papers,) said, The Rojiort -»f the Surgeons who have examined into 
your complaints, contirnis my opinion of the ahsolutc necessity for your im- 
mediate return to Europe ; ami you have therefore my leave to go to England 
by the first opportunity, with my very sincere wishes for your speedy recovery ; 
heing with true esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, P. Pahki-u. 

D 3 
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inability ; for I have been so ill since I have been here, that I 
was obliged to be carried to and from bed, with the most ex- 
cruciating tortures, but, thank God, I am now upon the mend- 
ing hand. I [am] physicked three times a day, drink the waters 
three times, and bathe every other night, besides not] 
drinking wine, which I think the worst of all. I am sorry to hear 
the account of your friend. Captain Sutton;^ but 1 well know the 
situation of a Ship just from the River, and I have no doubt 
but the Court-Martial will consider it in that light. Pray let 
me know how it ends. I suppose by this time you are alone 
again ; when you write to Mr. G. Smith,- pray remcrnhcr me 
to him. I wish much for a new Navy List: if it is convenient 
to you, I should thank you much for one, for I do not know 
how to get one. I called upon Mr. Welch the day after I saw 
you last. I beg you will make my compliments to him, and 
all other friends when you sec them. I hope your health is 
better, at least that you have got rid of that cursed bile. 
Adieu, and believe me to be, your 

Devoted humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Mr. Spry’s, Pierrepont Street, Bath, 

If you write, direct for nje otily at Bath, then if I should 
change lodgings, they will alwsiys come safe. 

‘ Captain Evelyn Sutton, of the Isis, .^0, on his )>astwigo from the Xorr to Spit- 
in December 1780, had a short and imlecisive action with ll Rotterdam, 
Dutch ship of war of 50 guns, the Isis being sixty men short of c >lement. A 
Court of Inquiry into Captain Sutton’s conduct was held at Spithefid, which ac- 
cpiitted Iiim of misconduct and cowardice ; but he was afterwards trl^ 1 by a Court- 
Martial, and roprimaiidcd. The Rotterdam was captured in Jam ary 1 781, by 
the Warwick, 50, (kiphiin the lion. Keith Elphinstone, anerwai ds Viscount 
Keith, K.B. Captain Sutton, who died a Superannuated Rear-Admiral, is men- 
tioned in a suiisi’quent Letter. 

* George Smith, of Camcr in Kent, Ksq. Jlis son, William Masters Smith of 
Camer, Estp, states that his father once took a crui/e in the Lowcstoflc with Cafi- 
tain Locker, while Nelson was a Lieutenant of that Ship, when their acquaint- 
ance commenced. Letters from Lord Nelson to Mr. Smith will be found in an- 
other volume. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’S INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Bath, January 28th, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I received your letter of the 22nd on the 2.5th, for which I 
am much obliged to you. Your scolding at my not writing I 
owm I expected it, although I am convinced I did not deserve it; 
for even now, although I am much better, I am scarcely able 
to hold my pen. Your letter of the 25th, with the Navy List, 
I received last night, for which I am much obliged to you, as 
also for the Newspaper, though 1 w'ould not have you be at the 
trouble of sending any more, as we receive all the Papers here 
in ten or eleven hours after they are published. 1 shall be 
very happy whenever I am appointed to a Ship, for as you will 
suppose, I do not set under the hands of a Doctor very easy, 
although 1 give myself credit this once for having done every- 
thing, and taken every medicine that was ordered, that Dr. 
Woodward, who is my Physician, said he never had a better 
patient.* I am sorry to see by yesterday’s papers that Captain 
Pole^ is come home, having lost his Ship, which I am sorry 
for: if he remembers me, make my compliments to him. 
Although I have not ipiite recovered the use of my limbs, yet 
iiiy inside is a new man ; and I have no doubt, but in two or 
three weeks, I shall be perfectly well, when nothing will give 
me more j)leasure than seeing you in Gray’s Inn, and finding 
you are ajipoiuted to a good Ship. Adieu, dear Sir, and believe 
me to be 

Your most devoted Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


’ Of this generous member of tlio most liberal of all Professions, it is stated, 
that when Nelson expressed surprise at the smallness of Ins fees, and wished to 
iiicM-easo his reiniineration, Dr. Woodward observed, Pray/^CaptaiidNelson, allow 
me to follow what I consider to bo my professional duty. Vour illness, Sir, has 
been brought on by serving your King and Country, and believe me, I love both 
too Well to 1)0 able tt) receive any mere .** — CfarKc ond AV Arthur, vol. i. p. 43, on 
the autborily of Viscountess Nelson. 

His friend Captain diaries Moriee Polo, whose Ship, tho Hussar, was lost 
on tile Pot Koek, in Hell Gates Passage,- North Kiver, Ameiiea. 
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TO WIIXIAM LOCKER, ESQ., CRAy's INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Hath, February 15th, 1781. 

Dear Sir," 

It is really so long since I have wrote to you, that I am 
almost ashamed to write at all ; but I know your goodness will 
forgive me, although I hardly deserve it. My health, thank 
God, is very near perfectly restored ; and I have the perfect 
use of all my limbs, except my left arm, which I can hardly 
tell what is the matter with it. From the shoulder to my 
fingers’ ends are as if half dead ; but the Surgeon and Doctors 
give me hopes it will all go off. I most sincerely wish to be 
employed, and hope it will not be long. I have thought seve- 
ral times you were appointed to a Ship, else you would have 
wrote, if only to scold me for neglect : if I am not employed, 
I intend coming to town the beginning of March. I hope 
when I come to town to see a fine trio in your room. If Mr. 
Rigaud has done the picture,^ send word in the next letter you 
write to me, and I will inclose you an order upon Mr. Paynter. 
Toll Mr. Rigaud I wish him joy of his picture being got to 
the Sardinian Ambassador’s Chapel, and to hear it so w ell spoke 
of in the public Papers. Captain Kirke’s man has just been 
here to tell me his master, mistress, and family are come down. 
1 am glad of it. I think the bathing will do infinite service to 
Mrs. Kirke. I must wish you a good night, and drink your 
health in a draught of my Physician’s cordial and a bolus. 
Adieu, and believe me to be, 

Your sincere friend and devoted humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pray give my best compliments to Captain Pole, and tell 
him I hope we shall renew' our accjuaintaiice. When you get 
the pictures, 1 must he in the middle, for God knows, without 
good Supporters,^ I shall fall to the ground. 


® Captain Ja nes Kirke, a Commissioner of the Victualling OlHce : lie was 
made a Fost-Captain ‘i.'lrd June 1718, and died in 1787. 

® A Portrait of Nelson, by Jolin Francis Rigaud, R.A., winch was placed b.\ 
Captain Locker, to wlioni it was presented, between the portraits of Captains, al- 
terward? Adini- Sir Ceorge Montagu and Sir Cimrles Morice Pole. Jt is IHiw 
in the possession of Edward ilawke Locker, Esq., P.R.S. 

8 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’s INN. 

[Autograph, in tlie Locker Papers.] 

Bath, February 21st, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I received your letter of Saturday last on Monday, and am 
sorry you cannot give a better account of your health. I wish 
you had come to Bath when your sons went to school, instead 
of being cooped up in Gray’s Inn, without seeing any body. I 
am sure yours is a Bath case, and therefore you ought to come 
for a month or six weeks. Captain Kirke also is of my opinion, 
and desires me to say there is room for a lodger in the house 
where he is. As to my health, I thank God [it] is perfectly 
restored, although I shall remain here a few weeks longer, 
that it may be firmly fixed, as also to avoid the cold weatlier, 
which I believe is setting in, for you know this is like Jamaica 
to any other part of England. 

As to my picture, it will not be the least like what I am 
now, that is certain ; but you may tell Mr. Rigaud to add 
beauty to it, and it will be much mended. As to his in- 
quiries about Lieutenant Ilaldimand, of the 60th regiment, 
I know no more than that he was given over when I left 
St. John's, which was the 2nd of May, and that I saw him 
in the Dead List a few days afterwards. 1 have recommended 
my rhysician and Surgeon to Mrs. Kirke, and they are gone 
to her this day : perhaps 1 may hear their opinions of her 
case before night ; if I do I will tell you. 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO william locker, esq., gray’s inn. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Bath, March .'ith, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I much fear that you are unwell, or out of Town, by your 
not answering my letter that I wrote last Thursday week ; I 
hope the latter is the case. The Doctors and Surgeons here 
have pronounced Mrs. Kirke’s case incurable, so they will rc- 
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turn to London the latter end of next week. I am very sorry 
for her, poor woman ; it must be a most lamentable situation 
to remain in her state, for the number of years she may live. 
I never was so well in health since you knew me, or that I 
can remember. It is a most precious jewel, which I will take 
great care of in future. I shall be in London on Thursdaj^, 
the J5th of March, but as it will be too late to go to Mr. Suck- 
ling’s^ that night, I will, if you have a spare bed, and nobody 
to occupy it, sleep that night, if you will give me leave, at your 
house. I am sorry the wind hangs so much Western hoard, as 
it must hinder the sailing of the Grand Fleet. I hope to hear 
from you soon, and believe me to be, 

Your most obliged obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nei-son. 

5th March. 

I have now fixed to come to Town with Mr. Kirke and 
family, so that I cannot be certain of the day, but it will be on 
Wednesday or Thursday next, when, if and you 

have a spare bed, I w ill beg leave to occuj)y it. I beg to hear 
from you, for something must be the matter, that I have not 
heard from you. Mr. Kirke desires his compliments. 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKER, AT ROBERT KINGSMILL^S, ESQ., 
SIDMONTON PLACE, NEAR NEWBURY. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Bath, March f)th, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter from Sidmonton ® I have just received : indeed 
I am glad you are got a little out of the air of Gray’s Inn, 
for 1 do not think it the most wholesome of a?/?/. If you had 
come to Hath, I should have staid a few days longer. I set 
out for London on Monday morning with Mr. Kirke and his 
family, so shall be at Newbury between four and five in the 

^ His maternal uncle, William Suckling, Esq., Clerk of Foreign Entries, 
afterwards Dtqjuiy Collector Inwards, in the Ciwloni House. 

* Sidmonton Place, near Newbury, in Be.-ksliire, the residence of Cfi|»ta:n 
Kiiii^bnii]], afterwards Admiral Sir Robert Iviugsmill, Baronet: lie died in 
1805. 
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afternoon, from whence I will do myself the pleasure of visiting 
Sidmonton Place, according to Captain Kingsmill’s very civil 
invitation. I wrote you some days ago, that Mrs. Kirke’s case 
was mcurable. I have nothing more to add, only assuring 
you of the grateful sense I entertain of your kindness to me, 
and that I am your much obliged humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I beg my compliments to Captain Kingsmill. 


TO CAPI’AIN locker. 


[Autogrjiph, in the Locker Papers. — No date of the month or year, i .it prot)a- 
hly in May 1 78L] 


Wednesday, half-past ten. 

My dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged to you for your kind inquiries after 
me, and I most sincerely wish I was as well as your servant 
has reported me to be ; but within these two or three days 
I have relapsed very much, attended with a slight fever. I 
shall visit Mr. Adair at one this day; and if I have time will 
(all upon you at Mr. liigaud’s.* 1 will wait upon you to-mor- 
lovv, at eleven o’clock, and I am your much obliged Friend, 

IIoKATio Nelson. 


I hope your Country trip has mended you. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAYS INN. 


[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.— No date of month or year, hut appa- 
rently written about May 17UI.] 


Thursday, two o’clock. 


Dear Sir, 

1 thank you much for your kind inquiries after my health, 
which, I thank God, is very much altered for the better since 


® Robert Adair, Esq., Surgeon-Gc erul to the Army : he m.irried Lady Caro- 
line iveppol, sister of George, Ilrd P.arl of Albemarle, and of Admiral Viscount 
Keppcl. Mr. Adjiir died in March 17yo. 

^ I'he Painter, vide p. Mb 
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1 saw yoii. I did not intend to be in Town till Saturday, but 
as you have thoughts of going out of Town, 1 will do myself 
the pleasure of seeing you to-morrow morning, about ten 
o’clock. 

I am, yours most sincerely, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I saw Sir Richard Bickerton- on Tuesday : he is out of 
Town for a few days at Huntingdon. I am much obliged to 
C. Bole for his inquiries : if you write, 1 beg my compliments. 


TO THE REV. MR. KELSON, BURNHAM, NORFOLK. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Tapers.] 

Kentisli Town,'^ May 7th, 17r>l. 

My dear Brother, 

I have no doubt but you have scolded me pretty heartily for 
not having answered your letter before this time, and therefore 
I will begin to plead my excuse. In the first place, I was 
thirty miles on the other side London, and did not return hero 
till the 00th of April, at night. On Thursday, I received your 
second, with the power of attorney, since which time I have 
been so much engaged that 1 really have not had a spare mo- 
ment. 1 was with Lord Sandwieh*^ yesterday, and he could 
fix no time when I should be employed, although he promised 
he would employ me the first opportunity, so all these matters 
are settled, and now you will say, Why does not he come into 
Norfolk ? 1 will tell you : I have entirely lost the use of my 

left arm, and very near of my left leg and thigh, and am at 
present under the care of a Mr. Adair, an eminent Surgeon iu 
London ; but he gives me hopes a few weeks will remove my 
disorder, when 1 will certainly come into Norfolk, and spend 
my time there till I am employed. When you write to iny 
father do not mention my complaints, for I know it will make 
him very uneasy, and can do no good ; and if you tell it to rny 


* Captetin afterwards Vice- Admiral Sir Richard llickcrton, Bart., who died 
Conjm.‘»ndc' in-Chief at Plymouth, in January 170'2. 

^ Tile resivJop.ee of'Jiis uncle, Mr. William Suekliug, of the Navy Office, 

* John, fourth Eail of Sandwich, then First Lord of the Admiralty. 
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sisters, desire them not to mention it. I saw Maurice^ the other 
day: he is very well, and says he wishes much to pay a visit to 
Burnham. I beg you will remember me kindly to all those 
gentlemen who have been so good as to inquire after me, and 
believe me to be 

Your affectionate Brother, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

Pray give my kind love to all my brothers and sisters. 


TO THE REV. MU. NELSON, JUN% BURNHAM. 

^ Au(oi;v;ii>h, in tho Nelson Piipcrs. lie was appointed to tomnnu'.d the A1 
beiiuirle, a small Frigate of ‘2» guns, early in August 17B1.] 

Kentish Town, August 24tli, 1781. 

Dear Brother, 

According to my promise I sit down to write you an account 
of tlie Albemarle. Yesterday 1 went down to Woolwich with 
Maurice, and hoisted my Pendant ; and I am perfectly satis- 
fied with her, as a twTUty-eight gun Frigate. She is in dock, 
alongside tiie Enterprize, and in some respects, I think, excels 
her. She has a bold entrance, and clean run. The Enter- 
prize, a lean botVj which does not answer so well with copper, 
as they alw\Tys allow for sheathing, which is upwards of an 
inch more in thickness, therefore, she wants that much. Tlie 
Albemarle is not so wide, upon the gun-deck, by four inches, 
but the same beam ; the giin-deck six feet high ; between 
decks very low indeed, about live feet. She is now coppering, 
and will not be out of dock this fortnight, at least. 

The Admiralty have been very civil, having given me the 
choice of all my Officers, which I am much pleased w ith. Now^ 
if you will ask Forster to cuter for the Ship, he shall be rated 
Master’s-mate, and receive live pounds bounty money ; and if 
he can bring any Seamen with him, shall have two pounds for 
each man, and they will have the same bounty. "Diey can 
come by any of the Wells’ Ships, who shall be paid for bringing 
tliein. I have talked with Mr. Suckling about your going 


* Ills brother, Maurice NcI.mhi. 
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Chaplain in the Nav’y, and bethinks, as I do, that fifty pounds 
where you arc, is much more than equal to what you can got 
at Sea ; hut in that I know you will please yourself, therefore 
shall not attempt to state any argument to dissKade you from 
it. Your own judgment must rule you. I beg my kind love 
to my father, and my brothers and sisters. Adieu, and assure 
yourself that I am in every respect your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE UEV. MR. NKLSOK, JUN^., BURNHAM 
[Autograph, in tlio Nelson Tapers.] 

Woolwich, September 9, 17ol. 

Dear Brother, 

I must beg your pardon for not having answered your letter 
before this time, but I assure you since last Sunday, when I 
wrote to my father, I have not had one moment’s spare time ; 
therefore in the first place let us mention your business. I 
have not seen one creature, since I have been in Town, that I 
could talk to upon tlie subject ; but be assured I shall not for- 
get you, but do what lays in my power towards the completion 
of your wishes. As to my real opinion, whether or no you 
will like it, I say, as I always did, that it^ is five to one you 
w ill not. If you get with a good man, and with gentlemen, it 
w ill be tolerable ; if not you will soon detest it. It is a chanc(>, 
but I will let you know when I hear further upon the subject. 

1 am much obliged to you for having spoke to Forster, and I 
cannot promise that he can have the place I spoke of at first: 
but if he will come, I will do what I can for him, and if he 
does not like the Navy, he shall be discharged at any time. My 
Quarter-deck is filled, much to my satisfaction, with very gen- 
teel young men and seamen. My Lieutenants are appointed, 
but I have not seen either of them ;7 the second, a Mr. Osborne, 

^ Being u Navy Chaplain. 

’’ 'n)e Oflicers wlu) serve*! in t!»c Albemarle from the ITitb August 17111 to the 
3nl Jul} 17h.>, were Licutenant,s, William Osborne, Martin Hinton, and josepi' 
Bron-.Cjli , Surgeon, .J. Ann.stiong ; Ma.ster, Don. 'J'rail ; Pursers, 11. Deb' 
main and W. IvriSton.- (J/uyke and M*" Arthur^ vol. i. A])pendix. 
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son of Sir Charles Hardy’s” Secretary ; an exceeding good 
Master, and good Warrant Officers, and pretty successful in 
getting men ; not less than twenty volunteers have come to me 
already, most of them seamen. If any Ships are coming soon 
from Wells9 to London, 1 beg the box of papers, &c. may be 
sent If there is not within these three weeks, they must 
come by land. My wine from rortsmonth is sent for, though 
much I hear is lost. However, a moiety of it shall come to 
Burnham. The first week in October, I hope to be at the 
Norc. You must not forget me to your Wells’ Club, nor 
any where else, where I am known. Adieu my dear brother, 
and believe rne to be 

Your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson, 

^laiirice is well. Give my duty to my father, and love to 
all. 

P. S. If I do not give you the progress you will scold — She 
is rigged, and getting in her ground tier. 


'ro J'HE KEVEHEND MU. NELSON, JUN'h, UUKNIlAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Albemarle, Woolwich, Octol)er 2ii(l, 171)1. 

Dear Brother, 

I have received yours, as well as many more letters from 
Burnham, and which I have not had a moment's time to an- 
swer. In the first place my things came all safe by the Wells’ 
ship. Your matter, as yet, I have made little progress in ; 
but when I am amongst my Brother Officers, I shall then be 
able to, judge better what can be done. My destination is 
fixed without anything particular happen, that is, the North 
Seas; and in that Fleet I know some of the Captains, and the 
Commodore, Keith Stewart p but when I join them I will let you 

® Admiral Sir Charles Hardy. 

“ The harbour of Wells is about Cve miles, and. the Town three miles from 
Runiliarn Thorpe. 

‘ Commodore the Honourable Keitli Stewart, fourth sou of Alexander, 4lh 
Earl of Galloway : lie died a Vice-Admiral in March 1 70ot 
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know what you may expect. Be assured it has been no neglect 
of mine that you have not got it before this time, and I will 
leave no method untried to accomplish it. 

The day after to-morrow the Albemarle goes from here down 
the River, and in the next week will be off the Nore. I received 
a letter from Mun," and am much obliged to him for the 
trouble he has been at. All I shall say in answer to it is that 
Mr, Wiseman is a goose. The Collector’s letter I have re- 
ceived, and have sent for the young man : he will be here in 
all probability before I close this letter. I have just seen 
Val. ]3oyles,-^ who seems very sorry for what he has done, 
but hopes that his father will be able to get Lord Towns- 
hend to give him a Lieutenant’s commission, which will put 
him in a very good line of life. Mr. Suckling is quite re- 
covered, 

1 am, dear brother, yours affectionately, 
IlouATio Nelson. 

My kind love to my father, brothers, and sisters : and com- 
pliments to all. I have given Val. Boyles two guineas, as his 
father requested. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph in the Xelson Papers.] 

Shccrncss, Octo])cr 18th, 1781. 

Dear Brother, 

According to my promise, I sit down to write: I came 
dow n to the Nore on Sunday last, and am now full manned, and 
ready for any service. I have an exceeding good Ship’s com- 
pany. Not a man or Officer in her I would wish to change. 
She appears to sail also very well. Where I am going, I 
know not, but suppose I shall be gone from here in the next 
week, when I will write again. I hope Mrs. Bolton’s ^ 
troubles are over. Give my kind love to her, and to my 

‘ Ills brother Edmund, then a lad nineteen years of age, lie died unmarricil 
in December 1780. 

•' Valontine Boyles, born in 17;)G, son of the Collector of the Customs 
AVflls ; vice. i> 1i), post, George Viscount Townahend wai then Master-Gene- 
ral oi tlie Oion-irice. 

Ills ehkst sifter, Susannah, who wiis born J2th June 1755, and marriol 
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father, sister, and Miin ; tell him I would not take either Mr. 
Wiseman or Walker. 1 hardly think I have so bad a man in 
my Ship. I have got John Oliver, belonging to Wells, and 
have made him a Quarter-master ; he is a very good man. 

I am, dear Brother, yours affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Compliments to the Wells’ Club, and all friends in 
Norfolk. 


to william locker, esq., gray’s inn. 

( Aiitogr:ii)li, in the Locker Papci-s.— Two ihiyn after the date of this letter, 
lie received his Orders to the ctfect. — tliat as the Russia Company had 
leju'esented, tluit l^esides tlie Fleet of Merchantmen imd r tlie Convoy of the 
Africa, there would also be a very considerable numbi r of Ships from the 
different Ports of the lialtic at the Sound, laden with argoes of the utmost 
National importance, he was to take the Argo and Ente prise under his com- 
mand, and proceed to Elsineur for the homeward l)ound trade, and having 
sei'ii them in safety to their respective places, he was to proceed to the Downs. 
Il(‘ was also informed, that lie might, j»rohably, he reinforced hy some Sliips from 
Commodore Stewart’s Squadron, wliich was otf the Texel.~-Orj>’na/ in tlie Nel- 
son Papers.] 

Alhemarle, Norc, October ‘21st, 1781. 

My dear Sir, 

I arrived here this day week from Long Beach, and I 
dare say you are almost scolding for my not writing before 
this ; but, in the first place, I have been very busy in getting 
my Ship’s company in order for service. I’boy are, in my 
opinion, as good a set of men as I ever saw : indeed, I am 
perfectly satisfied wdtb both Oflicers and Ship’s company. All 
my Marines are likewise old atanders. As another excuse, 
which is much worse, I have been so ill, as bardly [to be] kept 
out of bed. I bavc been but twice out of tbe Ship since ber 
arrival. 1 saw Mr. Belless® on one of those days ; be is pretty 
well, and desires his compliments to you. Old Westcott, the 
Master Attendant, is gone upon leave : he is very unwell. I am 

•>lh August 1780, Thomas Bolton, Ksq , of Cranwich, in Norfolk, She gave 
I'lrth to twin daughters on the 20th N-.. ember 1781. IB r son Thomas succoedod 
■'H second Rarl Nelson, and was fathev of the present Karl. Mrs. Bolton died in 
duly Jai.k 

Apparently, Robert Bellas, Surgeon of the Dock Yard at Sheerncss. 
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sorry to hear poor Captain Sutton® is gone to the East Indies. 
That Johnstone must be a sad villain, he hopes to kill Sutton, 
to escape a trial. Pray let me know what you have heard 
of the matter. 

What sad news from America : for my part, I cannot un- 
derstand Mr. Graves’^ letter; the French are here and there, 
I supposed in sight, to windward of him; at last a Frigate 
goes to look for them, and finds them very safe in the Chesa- 
peake. I much fear for Lord Cornwallis : if something was 
not immediately done, America is quite lost. My orders are 
not yet come down, therefore hope you will giv^e me a line, 
which will much oblige 

Your much obliged Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pray [give] my compliments to the Bradleys'^ and George 
Smith. I hope Mr. B. is better. 


* On the Ifith April 17 h 1, the Squadron, under the comniand of Commodore 
George Johnstone, consisting, among other Ships, of the Isis, Captain Kvelyn Sut- 
ton, (vide p. JG,ante,) was surprised and attacked in Porto Praya Ikiy, in the Islaml 
of Saint Jago, hy a French Squadron under Monsieur de Sutfrein. In his i)ublic 
letter, Commodore Johnstone accused Captain Sutton of neglect of duty, and 
stated that he had placed him under an arrest. He was accordingly tried hy a 
Court-Martial, on the 1st October 1783, and honourably accpiittod. Captain SuUon 
afterwards brought an action against Commodore Johnst(»nc, which was the suh- 
jeet of two trials : by the first lie obtained a verdict of 5000/., and by the next (>00(»/. 
damages. 'Fhe cause afterwards cuinc before the JJouseof Lords; and in iMay 
1787, Captain Sutton was defeated by a majority of thirteen votes. Commodore 
Johnstone died in the same month. In a satire published about this time called 
“the Norfolk Tripping J iiry, hy Dick Merryfelloiv,’* Commodore Johnson is 
thus alluded to : 

“ Port Praya’s tar who cannot write. 

Swears he’ll make all his Captaim fight ; 

For Frenchmen cares not a button — 

So ho can lay the blame on Sutton.’* 

Rear-Admiral Thomas Graves, Commundcr-in-Chief in North America, after- 
wards Admiral Lord Graves. The Letter alluded to described liis engagement 
wdtl) Count de Grasse, on the 5th September 1781, which caused much dissa- 
tisfaction in Kngl and. 

* “The P.raclleys" were three brothers; viz. James, Henry, and Richard 
Bradley, and a sister, Frances. Being intimate friends of Admiral Parry, and 
conseipicntly of the Lockers, (]). 23, ante,) Nelson, when a Lieutenant, becaino 
known to tluin, and always felt great regard for the family. Mr. Jjinns 
BradloA ..as n. pointed t^ecretary to the Board of C’ontrouJ, on the institution of 
the Office, and died in 1800 v.ithout issue. His only sister, Frances, married, ia 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Albemarle, Yarmouth Roads, December 1 8th, 1781. 

My dear Brother, 

I arrived here yesterday in my way to the Downs, but the 
wind has detained me here. I suppose our father is gone to 
Bath before this. I hope you have had a pleasant autumn, 
and plenty of game. Mr. Bracey I saw here yesterday ; he 
tells me Charles Boyles^ is in Norfolk ; pray remember me 
kindly to him : I wish much to meet him. I hope you have 
lost all ideas of going to Sea, for the more I see of Chaplains of 
]\Ien-of-War, the more I dread seeing my brother in such a 
disagreeable station of life. 

Adieu, dear brother, and believe me to be 

Your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Love to Mun. I suppose all the Wells* house is flown. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY*S INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Yarmouth Roads, December 2‘2nd, 1781. 

My dear Sir, 

I would have wrote a line before this, but I expected 
every moment would have brought a wind that would have 
sent me to the Downs, where I am bound with a large Convoy 
of Store-Ships for Portsmouth and Plymouth. I assure you 
I have almost been froze on the other side the water : 
liere we find it quite summer. We have not had any success ; 
indeed, there is nothing you can meet, but what is in force : 
the Dutch have not a single IVIerchantman at Sea. One Pri- 

1782, Andrew Uawes Dyne, Esq., of Gore Court, in Kent, and being heiress to 
her brother, her husband Jissumcd the name of Bradley. Their eldest son, 
b'rjincis Bradley, Esq., now of Gore Court, has lately resumed the name of Dyne. 

^ Cliarlcs Boyles, born in 1753, son of Charles Boyles, Esq., Collector of the 
Customs at Wells in Norfolk, was appointed to the Raisonable, Captain Suck- 
ling, at the same time that Nelson joined that Ship. He was a Lieutenant at 
the date of this letter*, was made a Commander in April 178.3; obtained Post rank 
in November 1790 ; and died a Vice-Admiral of the Blue, in November 181(). 

VOL. I. E 
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vateer was in our Fleet, but it was not possible to lay hold of 
him. I chased him an hour, and came fast up with him, but 
was obliged to return to the Fleet. I find since, it was the 
noted Fall^ the Pirate.^ Alacbride- sailed from hence, yes- 
terday, with his two Dutch prizes: they are fine Privateers, 
Schooner-rigged, but very different to what you would sup- 
pose by his letter. Whoever gets them as fine Sloops of War, 
will be very much disappointed when they see them. Dickson^ 
in the Sampson, was our Commodore. What fools the Dutch 
must have been not to have taken us into the Texel. Two 
hundred and sixty Sail the Convoy consisted of. They be- 
haved, as all Convoys that ever I saw did, shamefully ill ; 
parting company every day. One hundred and ten Sail 
are now in the roads. 

I hope to hear that you have a Ship, at least that your 
health will permit you to take one. I hope you are got into 
Kent, but I shall direct it to the old place. If you are moved 
they will send it. I hope Mr. James Bradley is got well. I 
beg my compliments to all of them, [c/ word my 

dear Sir, and believe me to be 

Your most obliged and very humble Servant, 

Horai’io Nelson. 

The Albemarle, although you abused her at Woolwich, has 
some good sailing in her. The Argo, a new forty-four, we 
can spare a good deal of sail ; and I think we go full as well 
as the Enterprise.* If you write a line to the Downs, I shall 
get it there. 


’ This person, who commanded the Folkestone privateer Cutter, under Frcmli 
colours, had mcnacc‘d and tired upon several places on the coast of Scotland. 

* Captain Joliii Macbridc olHaincd his Flag in February 1?9M, and died an 
Admiral of the IMuc, in IhOO, 

^ Captain William Dickson. He died an Admiral of the Blue, in IMay IDh.^. 

* The Argo 44, Captain Jolin Butehart, (whose name immediately follow^l 
Nelson’s in the list of Post-Captains,) and Enteri>rize 2.'), Captain .Tolin WillOt 
Payne, who died a Rear-Admiral. Those Ships, witli the Albemarle, sailed from 
the Nore to the Baltic in October 1701. 
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TO CAPTAIN LOCKER. 


f Autograph, in tlie Locker Papers.] 

Albemarle, Yarmouth Roads, December 30th, 1781. 

My dear Sir, 

Mr. Mitchel, this morning, has shown me a letter from 
an uncle of his, which he received last night, telling him 
that he was to go out with Sir George Rodney, and 
that you had wrote to me in the Downs to discharge him. 
I therefore instantly discharged him, and have given 
[him] a boat to go on shore with his things, although it blows 
pretty hard. The wind, I am almost afraid, will not shift 
this change, for it has all the appearance of a Westerly and 
South-West wind. I have been once to Sea with the Convoy, 
and got pretty near Orfordness, but it coming to blow hard 
from the Southward, was very glad to get them safe into the 
Roads again, Mr. Mitchel, since he has been in the Albemarle, 
has acted as one of [the] Mates, and has always done his 
duty as an exceeding good Petty Officer, though I believe he 
thinks it higli time that he was made a Lieutenant. I am 
puzzled where to direct to you, but shall continue it to the old 
place. If the wind continues to the Southward of West, I 
should be glad to know where you are, for we cannot stir with 
those winds. Adieu, my dear Sir, and believe me to be ever 
fiiithfully. 

Your most obedient Servant 

Horatio Nelson. 

Captain Dickson, of the Sampson, desired me, if I wrote to 
you, to make his compliments. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


Sir, 


[Originul, in the Admiralty.] 

Albemarle, in the Down9/2nd January, 1780. 


I have to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I arrived last night at 

E 2 
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dark, in the Downs, with the Argo and Preston, « and sixty- 
five Sail, mostly belonging to the Baltic Fleet, including ten 
Store-Ships for Portsmouth, and eighteen for Plymouth. 
Inclosed is the State and Condition of his Majesty’s Ship 
under my command. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WULLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’s INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers. — Though dated in 1781, it is evidently a 
clerical error for 178*2.] 

Albemarle, Downs, Janiiar 3 ' 2nd, 1781 [1782J. 

My dear Sir, 

The instant I received your letter, the latter part struck me 
so very much, that perhaps I write to you sooner than other- 
wise I should have done. I need not say it to you, but what in 
the name of could it be to me, whether a Midshipman in 
my Ship had not a farthing or fifty pounds a-year ? therefore 
now I must tell you, as far as 1 know, his wish to leave 
the Ship, When he came on board, 1 sent him into Mr. 
Bromwich’s^ mess, wliere he was two or three days. In that 
time they spoke to me, that they hoped I would not take it 
amiss, but they could not think of keeping that young man (I 
forget his name) in their mess, as he could not pay his part of 
their small expenses. I am sure that you will not think I 
should attempt to force any person upon people who were 
behaving exceedingly well in the Ship, (which would have 
been tyrannical in the highest degree) against their inclina- 
tion. Whether the lad sent to speak to me, or I sent for him, 
I do not recollect; but I told him of what the mess had said. 
He then seemed very uneasy at what I told him, and said 
he could not afford to live in a mess that cost anything ; and 
then said he wished to leave the Ship. The next day he 
pressed me much to discharge him, as he could not live in an) 
of the mid-messes. Much against my inclination I did dis- 
charge him. What he took the idea of 30/. a year from, I 


* Pjeston, Captain Patrick Leslie. 

• Afterwards L 2 *'*utenant Joseph Bromwich, Warden of I’ortsrnouth Dock- 3 'ar(J. 
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know not ; for I declare I never opened my lips to him upon 
the subject. A youngster in the Ship, whose friends are Nor- 
folk people, who had not made an allowance for their son, I 
took upon me to allow 20/. a year. 

I assure you, I hold myself under very great obligations to 
you, that you asserted it was an infamous lie: had I in the 
least suspected the story he has told, he should staid on board, 
and might have lived as he pleased. It was my endeavouring 
to put him in a comfortable situation, that has made any per- 
son speak ill of me. If he had come into the Ship as many hun- 
dred youngsters of the kind do, and the Captain had [« word 

illegible^ to him, or of him to anybody for months, I 

should have had no trouble about him. I can^t help being a 
little surprised that Captain Kirke should have such an opinion 
of me; and I am sure [IJ shall always be happy to obey 
his commands in the fullest meaning of the words. I hope 
both he and Mrs. Kirke are well : if you should write or see 
them, I beg my best respects. I have never received your 
letter about discharging Mr. Mitchel; but you know he is, 
long before this. He is, as I wrote to you by him. I am 
sorry poor Bradley is taken, and that the other brother is 
so ill. Fortitude is not here, or I would send after Jack 
Moore.’^ Adieu, my dear Sir, and believe that 1 am 
Your much obliged obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I am much afraid we are fixed for the North Seas, as an- 
other has orders to take our Convoy. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Deal, January 25th, 1782, 

Dear Brother, 

I have wrote at last. I am almost ashamed not to have 
wrote before, but I have been so unwell, and weather so bad, 
that I have not had patience to put pen to paper. On board 
I have wrote almost a sheet of nonsense ; but in my great wis- 


’ It has not been ascertained who this person was. lie is again mentioned in 
ft subsequent Letter, 
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dom I was sent for on shore, and have left it on board : but ( 
was determined, as I had half an hour on dry land, to make 
some use of it. Going well on for a month have I been lay- 
ing here, and driving from one end of the Downs to the other. 
Such weather I never saw in my life as has been for this 
month past ; nothing but wrecks all over the coast. 1 am or- 
dered to Portsmouth with seven East India Ships ; whether I 
shall stay to the Westward, or come back to the North Seas, 
is quite uncertain. I must finish my letter, for I am disturbed 
with a room full of company. Farewell my dear Brother, 

And believe me, affectionately yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Love to Mrs. Bolton, Kate/ and Mun, and compliments to 
Miss Beck, and all your Wells’ Club.® 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BUIlNIIAxM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Albemarle, ill the Downs, January 28th, [1782.] 

My dear Brother, 

I have no doubt but you have scolded me most heartily for 
not having wrote before this, but I know after a Storm comes 
a Calm ; so at tliis time I suppose you quite quiet and easy, 
not expecting a letter : therefore I am determined you shall 
have one. Now I’ll begin excuses. In the first place, you did 
not wish me to write till I knew where I was to [be] stationed; 
that I can’t tell you, for I do not know myself. The Admi- 
ralty, I believe, are asleep, but if I can prognosticate, we are to 
have the Downs Station for the present — (a horrid bad one). 
I am glad you went on shore when you did, or you must have 
come to the Downs with us, for we could not send a boat on 


Ilis youngest sister Katherine, who was born l.^Hh Mareh 1707 : she marrieil 
on the 2Gth of Februar3^ 1787, George Matcham of A.shford Lodge, and died ‘J8th 
March 1IU2, leaving a large family. 

® The “ Wells’ Club'* so often mentioned, was a, Card Club which met on Mon- 
days and Wednesdays at the Royal Standard and Three 'Funs Inn alternately, 
and consisted of the prineii)al inhabitants of Wells and its vicinity^ The Kev. 
William Nelson, his hi uthcr-ln lnw, Mr.^BoPon, and Mr. Doyles, the ColJeelor 
of the Cu^inins, wtio among its Alembers, f-'rom the information of .Tame? 
Young, Ksq., of Wells, 
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shore all the next day. At eleven on Monday morning, we 
sailed with sixty-five Sail, and next day, at noon, was at the 
back of the Goodwin Sands. The Ships in the Downs took us 
for a Dutch Fleet going down Channel ; and many of 
the Men-of-War were under sail to come after us, when a 
Cutter went in, and told them who we were. We all got safe 
in that night, and next, I delivered my charge up to the Ad- 
miral. Here I have been laying ever since without orders ; 
and in such a long series of bad weather as is seldom met 
with. We have nothing but a coast full of wrecks, — twice we 
have parted from our anchors ; the North Seas are dreadful at 
this season of the year. I'll wish you a good night, for I 
must have some conversation with the Doctor, who, 1 believe, 
has saved my life since I saw you. 

All on the other side,‘^ is what I told you in my last I 
had left on board. At last I was ordered round to Ports- 
mouth to take in eight months’ provisions, and I have no 
doubt was meant to go to the East Indies with Sir Richard 
Bickerton, which I should have liked exceedingly, but 
alas, how short-sighted are the best of us. On the 2()th 
January, at eight in the morning, it blew a hard gale of wind 
at N.N.W., a large East India Store Ship drove from her 
anchors, and came on board us. We have lost our foremast, 
and bowsprit, rnainyard, larboard catliead, and quarter gallery, 
the Ship’s head, and Ftovc in two places on the larboard side, — 
all done in live minutes. What a change ! but yet vve ought 
to he thankful we did not founder. We have been employed 
since in getting jury-masts, yards, and bowsprit, and stopping 
the holes in our sides.^ What is to become of us now, I know 

” i. e. The preceding piirt of this letter. 

* Clarke and M'Artlnir thus relate the circumstance ; but as they are wrong in 
the date, they may liave been misinfonned respecting the particulars. It will he 
observed that the accident happened at eight in the morning, and that Nelson does 
not say a word of his being on shore at the time. — 'The Ali)emarle arrived in the 
Downs on the .‘Ird of January 179’J, from Yarinouth Roads; when her Captain 
went on slmre to call on the senior Otlieer, the Hon. Keith Hfihinsiuue. During 
his absence from the Ship, there came on so ln*avy a gale, that almost all the 
vessels on tlie station drove, and the Brilliant Store-ship, belonging to the Ord- 
nance, came athwart-hawae of the A’hcmarle. Captain Nelson iniinediately ran 
to the beach, and with his wonted contempt of danger, wlien any duty called for 
his exertions, employed every method he couhl tievise to return on board, fearing 
lost the Albemarle might drive on the G cod win Sands; but the dreadful surf 
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not. She must go into dock, and I fear must be paid off 
she has received so much damage. But, however, we must 
take the rough as well as the smooth : these are the blessings 
of a Sea life. Remember me to Mrs. Bolton, Kate, and Mun, 
and Mr. Bolton if at home; not forgetting Mr. Robinson 
Boyles, and Charles Boyles® if he is there. Farewell, dear 
brother. 

And believe me to be your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Albemarle, at Spithcad, ‘2nd February, 1782. 

Sir, 

I am to acquaint you, for the information of my T^ords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I arrived here this morning 
in His Majesty’s Ship Albemarle, under my command ; and 
inclosed I transmit you her State and Condition. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO william locker, esq., gray’s inn. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

I’ortsmouth, February 5th, 1782. 

My dear Sir, 

Since I received yours, the Albemarle is much altered for 
the worse. An East India Store-Ship came on hoard us in 
a gale of wind, and carried away our foremast, bowsprit, head, 
and quarter gallery, and done considerable damage to her 
hull. We arrived here two days ago, and are now coming 
into the harbour to be docked. I was ordered for Foreign scr- 

and increasing gale, made even the skilful mariners of Deal regard the attempt 
as utterly impracticable. At length some of the most intrepid offered to make 
the trial for lift'' en guinccos ; this i>roduced a competition, and Nelson, to tlic 
astonishment of all beholders, was long seen struggling with a raging and moun- 
tainous surf, in which the boat was continually immerged. After much difticulty, 
he got on boanl his ship, which lost her bowsprit and foremast.” — Vol.i. p. 48. 

* 3Jr. flobiiison Boyk^ was probably the brother of Charles Boyles, so ofUii 
mentioned. 
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vice. Charles Pole^ is here : he is going to Gibraltar with a 
large Cutter, laden with Gun-boats ; I wish he was safe back. 
I think he runs great risk of going to Cadiz.^ Sir Richard 
Bickerton^ is here ; — a great man^ he seems to carry it pretty 
high with his Captains. Jack Moore is with him, and I 
heard him tell Captain Robinson, who was Admiral Parker’s 
Captain in the Fortitude, he would certainly provide for him.^ 
I shall certainly see you in Town before the Albemarle gets 
out of the harbour. Mr. White, the builder, has inquired 
after you. Farewell, my dear Sir, and believe me to be. 

Faithfully yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Compliments to the Bradleys, and all that ask after me. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 


[Autograpli, in the Nelson Papers. 

Portsinoiith, February 8th, 1782. 

Dear Brother, 

Your letter of January 80th I received two nights ago ; 
and am mucli obliged to you for it; I should have 
wrote before I did from the Downs, only I expected my 
orders every day, when I could have told you where I was to 
have been stationed. You have heard of the accidents that 
have happened to the poor Albemarle, both by my letter and 
the Papers long before this. 1 was under orders for Foreign 
service, and I fancy was going with dispatches to North 
America. 1 am now waiting at Spithead for a wind to bring 
me into the harbour to be docked and repaired ; w hat will 
become of me afterwards I know not. If I should touch at 
any wine Countries, you may assure Lord Walpole I will pur- 
chase some of the best wines for him. I beg you will make 

^ Captain Polo then commanded the Success frigate, 
i. e. Of being captured by the Spaniards. 

5 Wearing a Broad Pendant in the * dbrallar 80, and going with a Sciuadrou to 
India. 

* Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker. Captain Mark Robinson is mentioned in p. 

ante. 
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my best respects to him and Lady Walpole, 7 with many thanks 
for their kind inquiries after me. I regret very much I had 
not the pleasure of receiving Mr. Walpole on board the 
Albemarle, or if he had been in Yarmouth, I should cer- 
tainly have paid my respects to him. Apropos of wine : — in my 
opinion, the expense of sending a cask of wine from this place 
to Burnham is almost the original cost; but there it is, if you 
please to have it ; only send word. Charles Boyles sailed from 
here the day before my arrival. 

Whatever may be the opinion of the VVclls people respecting 
Captain Gardner’s behaviour in the matter of his Lieutenants 
quitting his Ship, I will answer he was right. There is not a 
better Officer, or more of a gentleman, this day in the Service. 
I am much afraid poor Charles will wait a long while witli 

Mr. 11 before he gets promotion, for he is a great liar. 

Sir Richard Bickerton, with the East India Fleet, sailed yes- 
terday afternoon, with six Sail of the Line for India, and 
three Sail of the Line and two Fifties, to go part of the 
way with them. The West India Fleet is not yet ready: 
they will sail Saturday or Sunday, if the wind is fair. 

I wish I could congratulate you upon a Rectory instead of 
a Vicarage: it is rather awkward wishing the poor man dcad^ 
but wc all rise by deaths, I got my rank by a shot killing a 
Post-CaptaiTi,^’ and I most sincerely hope I shall, when I go, 
go out of [the] world the same way; then w^e go all in the line 
of our Profession — a Parson praying, a Captain fighting. 1 
suppose you are returned from llilborough before this, and 
taken Miss Ellen and the Livhnj. As Miss Bee takes so 
much notice of my respect to her, tell her I think myself 
honoured by being in her favour. Love to Mrs. Bolton and 
Mun, not forgetting little Kate. You have w'rote so long a 
letter, that I must get another half sheet to work.* 


’ Horatio, second Lord Walpole, of Woltorton, created Karl of Orfonl in 
IdOC. He married in Rachel, daii/^hter of William third Duke of Devun* 

shire ; she died in May 180.5. The Karl of Orfonl died in Kehruary 1801). 

” (Japtain Alan Gardner, aftur wards Admiral Lord G.ardner. 

® Captain Kveritt who commanded the ilinchinhrook, joined tlio Ruby for ft 
cruize, in consof^uenee of the illness of her proper Captain, Jo.scph Deane ; anti 
beiri« killed Ijy a random shot in caj»tnrinft La JVmhnde, Krcnch Frigate, on tin' 
2nd f I Jum Nejson was promoted into the Hinchinbrook. 

‘ The cond rjon i? not preserved. 

fj 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAy’S INN. 


[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Portsmouth, March 10th, 1782. 

My Dear Sir, 

Your favour I received last night inclosing a letter from 
Ross,- of December the 31st. He has twice been on his 
passage for England, was once drove back by the French 
Fleet, and the other time shipwrecked ; but he is going to make 
another trial, and I suppose will arrive in this Convoy. lie 
desires his particular compliments to you : it is as friendly a 
letter as I ever received. I dare say you will see him very 
soon. In his postscript he mentions having received a let- 
ter from Mr. Iliggins, saying that I was going to pay for a 
pipe of Madeira wine. lie desires me, if I have paid it, to 
send for the money again, as there is no error existing but in 
Mr. Higgins’ accounts ; hut, if you remember the circumstance, 
I did not pay for the wine. 

All the Admiral’s'* family are well, enjoying the moun- 
tains, and daily increasing in wealth. General Dalling^ 
landed here last night ; he came home in the Hanger Armed 
Ship; one or two of the Convoy are also arrived. The 
Jupiter arrived yesterday morning, with a brig from St. Do- 
mingo, and a French privateer. I have just learnt that the 
Ranger’s Cou'^oy were most of [them] taken in the Gulf of 
liorida, by two Line of Hattie Ships, and six armed 
Schooners, so I suppose Koss is carric d into the Hamruiah, 
Adieu, my dear Sir, and assure yourself I am your 

Most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


’ Hercules lloss. Esq., before mentioned. 
^ Sir Peter Parker. 

Vide p. y, ante. 
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TO THE REVEllEND MR. NELSON, AT JAMES COLDHAM's, ESQ., 
BIRCHAM, NORFOLK. 


[Autograpli, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Portsmouth, March 17B2. 

Dear Brother, 

Yours of the 24th I received last night, as well as two letters 
you wrote before to me. I have had so much business upon my 
bands in fitting the old Albemarle once more for service, that 
you must excuse my not having wrote. I shall sail, if the 
weather is moderate, in the first week of April, from Spithead 
to Cork, where I am to take a Convoy, and carry them to 
Quebec. Whether lam [to] come home in the autumn or not is 
uncertain. Perhaps, and 1 believe, your reasoning upon giv- 
ing up the money to Mr. Bolton is very just, but yet I shall 
sign the power of attorney, if it is sent me. If the children 
have nothing else I am sure that is no object. Your argu- 
ment that, if his trading schemes should hiil, our family must 
maintain her, and his cliildren, I deny ; I don’t think myself 
obliged to do any such thing. Perhaps our denying the 
money to Mr. Bolton, may bring on a disagreement between 
him and his w ife : it is better for us to run the risk of the 
sum, than that such a thing should happen. I beg wc may 
not interfere about the houses at Wells : if he don’t do it 
let it rest. I have burnt your letter. Oliver is still on 
board the Albemarle, and well : he has wrote several times to 
his wife, but has had no answer. I would, with great pleasure, 
have sent you the wine, but a quarter cask cannot be entered 
at the Custom House. I am very sorry you have not got New- 
ton Living: I hope, now. Lord Walpole will look out for some- 
thing for you. Make my compliments to all at Wells, &c., and 
give my love to Muiu Adieu, dear Brother, and believe me 
to be 

Yours affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Lord Howe is to command the Fleet.' 

* Admiral L.rd Ifo’"c lioiisted his Flag in the Victory; and aAer cruizing in 
the Ciiannel tor a short time, proceeded to the relief of Gibraltar in September 
17B2, with thirty-loiir Sail of the Line. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY's INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Portsmouth, April 2nd, 1782, 

My dear Sir, 

I ought to [be] scolded for not having wrote to you for this 
long time past: I can make but very lame excuses. The 
weather has been so bad for these ten days, and Southerly 
winds, that I have not been able to get old Albemarle out of 
the harbour. I am ordered to Cork to join the Dfcdalus, 
Captain Pringle,^ and go with a Convoy to Quebec ; where, 
worse than all to tell, I understand I am to winter. I want 

much to [get] off from this d d voyage, and believe, if I had 

time to look a little about me, I could get another Ship. Mr. 
Adair, who attends on Mr. Keppel,^ might tell him, that in 
such a Country I shall be laid up : for he has told me, that if 
I was sent to a cold damp climate, it would make me worse 
than ever. IMany of my Navy friends have advised me to repre- 
sent my situation to Admiral Keppel, and they have no doubt 
but he would give me other orders, or remove me ; but as I 
received my orders from Lord Sandwich, I can’t help thinking 
it wrong to ask Mr. Keppel to alter them. 

Charles Pole tells me he wrote you yesterday. I am ex- 
ceedingly happy at his success: in his seamanship he showed 
himself as superior to the Don, as in his gallantry ; and no 
man in the world so modest in his account of it.7 Admiral 
Pye® hoisted his flag to day. Admiral Barrington hoists his 
after the Court-Martial is assembled to-morrow, on board 
the Britannia.-^ Lord Longford' introduced me to him this 

° Ca])t;iiii 'J’liomns Prini^Ic, who became one of Nelson’s warmest friends, lie 
coininandcd the Valiant in Lord Howe’s Action on tlio 1st June and re- 
ceived the Modal; obtained his llag in 17.‘M ; and died a \ ice-Adniiral ol the 
Red in December 18().‘l. 

® Admiral Kcp]iel succeeded Lord Sandwich, as First Lord of the Admimltv, on 
the 30th March 1782. Mr. Adair, the Surgeon, was his brother-in-law. 

^ On the Kith March 1782, Captain Pole, in the Success, captured the Spanish 
Frigate Santa Catalina, after a gallant Action olf Cape Spartel. 

® Admiral Sir Thomas P^’o, who died in Hdo. 

* Vice-Admiral the Honouvahle Samu*'! Harrington, then about to proceed to 
intercept a French Convoy bound to the Kast Indies : he died an Admiral ot the 
White, in August 1800, let. 71. 

' Edward Michael, second Lord Longford, was made a Post-Captain in May 
1776, and died in June 17ff2. 



(52 


LETTERS, 


[1782. 


morning, and told him who I was : it is from that quarter, 
could I stay long enough in Port, that I expect a better Ship, 
Admiral Barrington takes twelve Sail of the Line, as soon as 
ready ; he is in very good spirits ; he gets amongst all the 
youngsters here, and leaves out the old hoys. We are all 
alive here : I hope to hear, by next [post,] you have a Ship. 
Farewell, my dear Sir, for I have been so idle, that I have 
not had ten minutes to spare for this. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pringle would not have gone this voyage, but for a hundred 
thousand pounds going out to (Quebec, and he’s got it all. See 
w'hat it is to be a Scotchman. I hope their times are over. 
Sandys^ desires his compliments. Ferguson^ of the Berwick 
was honourably acquitted, as also Thompson * of the ITyama. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’s INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker I^ipers.] 

I’ortsniouth, April IGth, 17G-. 

]\[y dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged to you for the great trouble you 
have given yourself, in trying to alter my destination. To- 
morrow I sail, if the weather is moderate. If I can get home 
in the autumn I hope 1 shall get a better Ship and a better 

* Captain Cli.arlcs Saiuljy s, uho is frcfiucnlly mentioned. Vide p. 1 10. 

^ Captain .Tames Eerguson, Avho particularly distinguished hin in Sir 
George Rfidney’s action in April 1700. Cliamock says he was n againcMii- 
ployeti until June 17(1*2, when he wa.s appointed to the Eginont, and takes im 
notice of this Court-Martial. Captain Fergirson was tried for having sailed 
from Spithead on the 11th of February to the Androraaehc’.s stati >n, without 
having joined that Ship or the West India Convoy. In 17<14 he be ame Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Greenwich lio.spital, and died in Fehruarv’^ 1793. 

^ Captain Fduard J’lKunpson, well-known for his literary tal(mts, and who 
was usually c .iled the J’oet Thompson he obtained Fost rank in April 
1772, and was tried by a Court-Martial for having left his station in the West 
Indies without orders, for the purjmsc of convoying a valuable fleet of Merchant 
Ships to England, lie died Coininodore on the coast of Guinea, in Jainiiiry 
I7<>h. A Mf-iuoir of Captain Thompson is given in the sixth and seventh 
volumes of the Naval Chronicle. 
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station. Pringle, in the Daedalus, is going to Newfoundland, 
after having seen the Convoy to Quebec. God bless you, 
and assure yourself 

I am ever faithfully yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Hemember me to the Bradleys. Charles Pole desires his 
compliments : his Ship is in the harbour. He is coming soon 
to London. 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKER. 


[Autograpli, in the Locker Tapers. J 


Cork, April ’20th, 17(12. 

My dear Sir, 

After a very long passage of ten days, owing to very bad 
weather, we are at last got here; the Dtcdalus, our consort, 
arrived the same day. To-morrow we sail, if the wind continues 
fair. Captain Pringle goes upon the Newfoundland station, 
after having seen us to the entrance of the River St. I.awrcnce. 


Our Convoy is between thirty and forty Sail. I know your 
goodnc'^s will say, ‘ I wonder how Nelson does ? I say, I am 
quite well, better than for a long time ])ast. I hope by the 
time I get back, all your complaints will be removed. Re- 
member me kindly to all the Bradleys, and don’t forget me to 
Commissioner Kirke, nor to Charles Pole, when you see him : 
never a young man bore his own merits with so much modesty. 
Farewell, uiy dear Sir, and believe me to be 

Ever faithfully yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 


The Preston, I understand, is to bring out the English 
Quebec Fleet. I should be happy to hear from you. Will you 
send to Mr. Paynter, and tell him I am at Cork } 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’S INN. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

St. John‘'8 Harbour, Newfoundland, June 1st, 1782. 

My dear Sir, 

We arrived at this disagreeable place last Monday, at day- 
light (the 27th) with four Sail of the Convoy; we parted from 
the Daedalus on the 7th of May, three hundred leagues to the 
Westward of Cape Clear, in a hard gale of wind. As the wind 
has blown strong from the Eastward, ever since our arrival 
here, I imagine that Captain Pringle could not fetcli this Port, 
and is therefore gone on to the Westward ; if he is, this wind 
will carry him to Quebec, while I am so unfortunate as to be kept 
here with a fair wind ; for the entrance of this harbour is so 
narrow, that you cannot sail unless the wind blows right out : 
as soon as the wind changes I shall sail- 

Leocadia arrived here three days before us with the Salt Ships 
from Lisbon. C'aptain Ilopc'^ desires his compliments ; he took 
a Ship privateer, the day he made the land, of fourteen guns. 
We have heard the news from the West Indies, but not par- 
ticulars : it is reported that the Duke blew^ up in the Action. 
I hope to God it is not true. I had rather the French were at 
the devil, than have lost Captain Gardner ; he is a real loss to 
the service.^ You know the particulars long before this. My 
second Lieutenant was appointed to the Preston, and left the 
Ship at Cork ; the other Lieutenant not having joined the Ship, 
1 gave Bromw ich an order to act as a lieutenant : it will in all 
probability get him some prize-money, and I hope get him coii- 
firnied a Lieutenant; he does -his duty exceedingly well as an 
Officer : indeed I am very w ell off. They are all good. 

As to myself, the voyage agrees better with me than I ex- 
pected. I hope you are much better in your head than when 


® Captain f!harl(?s IIopo, grandson of Chfirlcs, first Earl of llopetoun, and 
father of Caidain Henry Hope, C. IL lie was for some time Commissioner ot 
the Navy at Ciiatham, and died in Se])tcmher 1808. 

® Sir George Rodney's engagement with the French Fleet under Count <lc 
f}r:tssc, Oh the 1‘Jth of April 1782. Tlie report of the explosion of the Duke was 
unfoanded. (’aptaiu Alan Gardner, who greatly distinguished himself in that 
battle, iiiid o; numerous other occawons, became an Admiral, was raised to th« 
Peerage, both ia England and Ireland, and died in December 1808. 
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I sailed, and that Mr. J.imes Bradley is got from under the 
Doctor’s hands. Remember me to them all, and all my old 
friends that you may see. I think the chance is much against 
your getting this letter, as it goes by the way of Lisbon. 

Farewell, my dear Sir, and believe me to be 

Your much obliged faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Bromwich desires his best respects. You must not forget 
mine to Commissioner Kirke when you see him. 

June 3. The remainder of the Quebec Fleet are arrived at 
a harbour a few leagues to leeward of this, and I am now get- 
ting under sail to join them with the other X)art of the Fleet from 
this place. The Irish Newfoundland Fleet arrived here on the 
Jst of June, and the Arethusa with the English Fleet at a place 
where the Quebec Fleet are, on the 2nd Instant, with their whole 
Fleets: not a Ship taken in any of the Fleets. 


CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OF AN AMERICAN PRIZE. 

[From Clarke and McArthur’s Life of Nelson, vol. i. p. 41>, who state that on 
the 14th of July 178‘2, the Albemarle captured an Araeiican fishing Schooner, 
belonging to Capo Cod, and not having any Officer on board who was acquainted 
with Boston liay and tbc atljaccnt shoals. Captain Nelson ordered Nathaniel 
CarAcr, the Mtister of the Schooner, to come on board the Albemarle, ainl act as 
lier Pilot. 

Having obeyed Captain Nelson’s orders to his satisfaction, he said to him, 
^‘You have rendered us. Sir, a very essential service, and it is not the custom of 
English seamen to he ungrateful. In the name, therefore, and with the apj)roba- 
tiou of the Officers of this Ship, I return your Schooner, and with it this Certificate 
of your good conduct. Farewell ! and may God bless you.” The original MS. 
Avas framed and hung up in the house of Isaac Davis, Esq. of Boston. Juilge 
Davis lately sent a copy of it to Page Nicol Scott, Esq., of Norwich.] 

These arc to Certify, that I took the Schooner Harmony, 
Nathaniel Carver, Master, belonging to Plymouth ; but, on 
account of his good Services, have given him up iiis Vessel 
again. Dated on board His Majesty’s Ship Albemarle, 17tli 
^>f August 1782. 

Horatio Nelson. 


Boston Ray. 
VOL. I. 


K 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., GRAY’s INN. 


[ Aiitograiih, in the Locker Papers.] 

Albcniarle, Isle of Bic, lliver St. Lawrence, Oct. 1.0th, 1702 

My dear Sir, 

My letter from Newfoundland, by the way of Lisbon, if you 
ever will receive, you have got long before this time ; but this I 
most sincerely hope will not find you at Gray’s Inn; but that 
Old England, at this time of need, will have the services of so 
good an Officer. 

We arrived here with the Convoy on the Jst of July, 
and I sailed upon a cruise the 4th, and returned to Quebec 
on the 17th of September, knocked up with the scurvy; 
having [for] eight weeks, myself and all the Officers [lived] 
upon salt beef; nor had the Ship’s company had a fresh meal 
since the 7th of April. In the end, our cruise has been an 
unsuccessful one; we have taken, seen, and destroyed more 
Enemies than is seldom done in the same space of time, l)nt 
not one arrived in Port. But, however, I do not repine at our 
loss : we have in other things been very fortunate, for on the 
14th of August, we fell in with, in Boston Bay, four Sail of 
the Line, and the Iris, French JMan-of-War, part of M. Vaud- 
reuil’s Squadron, who gave us a pretty dance for between nine 
or ten hours ; but we beat all except the Frigate, and though 
we brought to for her, after w^e were out of sight of tlie Line 
of Battle Ships, she tacked and stood from us.^ Our escape 1 
think wonderful : they were upon the clearing up of a fog 
within shot of us, and chased us the whole time about ono 
point from the wind : the Frigate, I fancy, had not forgot tlio 
dressing Captain Salter had given the Amazon,” for daring to 
leave the Line of Battle Ships. 

About a fortnight ago, when I was at Quebec, wdth no 
other expectation or desires than to return to England, arrive s 
the Drake Sloop, and Cockatrice Cutter, with orders for the 
Transports to be fitted for the reception of Troops, and to 

^ Vido “ Sketch of Life.” p. 10. 

“ Cai)t5i!r> Elliot Salter, in the SanUi Margcrctta^ of ^12 gima, and 220 niciv. 
captor-'j Oil the 2yth .Tuly 1702, after a gallant Action, the Ereiich jfhgate I’Amii' 
zone, of 30 gnn*. and 301 men, off Cape Henry, 


4 
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be sent to New York : in consequence thereof, old Worth, 
has given me orders to carry the Fleet to New York — a very 
pretty job at this late season of the year, for our sails are at 
this moment frozen to the yards. The wind has at this 
instant flew round from the Eastward to the N.W., and I 
have just made the Signal to unmoor: you shall hear from 
me again when I roach New York. Farewell, my dear Sir, 
and assure [yourself] 

I am your much obliged, and 

Obedient bumble Servant, 

lI'jiiATio Nelson. 

Give my compliments to the Bradleys, Commissioner 
Kirko, or any others that ask after me. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BAril. 

I Autograph, in the Nelson Papers, The Keverend Edmund Nelson was tlien at 
Rath for the benefit of his health.) 

Albemarle, Isle of Bic, 
Hi\erSt, Lawrence, October J9th, 17h*J. 

My dear Father, 

I wrote to Mr. Suckling when I was at Newfoundland, but 
1 have not had an oj)portunity of writing to you till this time. 
I expected to have sailed for England on the 1st of November, 
but our destination is now altered, for we sail with a Fleet for 
New York to-morrow; and from there I think it very likely we 
shall go tothe^iv7;/^/ theatre oi Actions, the West Indies; but in 
our line of life we are sure of no one thing. When I reach 
New York you shall hear what becomes of me; but whilst I 
have health it is indifferent to me (were it not for the pleasure 
of seeing you and my brothers and sisters) where I go. 

Health, that greatest of blessings, is what 1 never truly 
enjoyed till I saw Fair Canada. The change it has wrought, 
1 am convinced is truly wonderful. I most sincerely wish, 
iBy dear Father, I could compli;nent you the same way; but 

Captain James "Worth, of the Assistance of AO guns ; he was made a Post- 
^'•‘ptain in November 177-, and <b'ed a superaiinuaf cd Uear-Admiral. 
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I hope Bath has done you a great deal of good this summer. 
I have not had much success in the Prize way, but it is 
all in good time, and I do not know I ought to complain ; for 
though 1 took several, but had not the good fortune to get one 
safe into I*ort, j^ct, on the other side, 1 escaped from five 
French Men-of-War in a wonderful manner. This is all the 
news I can tell you concerning myself. I can hardly say 
where you may write to me ; but I should suppose you may 
soon learn where we are. Jf Nanny or Kate 9 are with you, 
give my kind love to them, and to all as you write to them. 
Farewell, my dearest Father, and assure yourself I always am, 
and ever shall be, 

Your dutiful Son, 

Horatio Nelson. 

If Dr. Woodward ^ is at Bath, give my compliments to him. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER. ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Loch or Papers.] 

Albemarle, New York, November 17th, 17B2. 

My dear Sir, 

My letter, by the Assistance, you must [have] received long 
ago. It was directed to you at Gray’s Inn, but I suppose 
they will send it to you. I arrived here with all my Fleet safe 
on the 13th, which is a very fortunate thing at this season of 
the year. Peacock ^ I saw and dined with the day I landed ; 
I could not do less. He showed me a letter from you in 
August, where I was sorry to see you had not got perfectly 
well. Peacock has got the L’Aigle, a very fine Frigate, of 
twenty-eight, eighteen pounders, and three hundred and 
fifteen men. She had twenty-fours, but she is far preferable 
with eighteen pounders. I wish he may have health, or I am 
sorry to say, life to enjoy her. The day he went with me to 
show me his Ship, he was, to all appearance, perfectly well. 
He was seized with a fit of apoplexy^ which, if there had not 


* IPs sisrors, Anne Pud Katherine. 

1 Vide p. ;V2, ante. 

* Captain Witliam Peacock was made a Post-Captain in .January 
died about 1783. 
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been a Doctor by, who bled him plentifully, might have carried 
Lim off: however, he is now pretty well, but not able to get 
out of doors. It is the second attack, but do not give him the 
least hint that you know it, as I fancy the Doctors have pretty 
well persuaded him it was only a casual fainting. He is very 
much beloved by everybody here ; and 1 think, from my little 
personal acquaintance, he is a very genteel man. 

I found Lord Hood ^ here upon my arrival, and I have re- 
quested him to take me with him to the West Indies : he has 
wrote to Admiral Digby * for me, and I was to have sailed with 
[the] Fleet as this day, but for some private reasons, when my 
Ship was under sail from New York to join Lord Hood, at 
Sandy Hook, I was sent for on shore, and told I was to be kept 
forty-eight hours after the sailing of the Fleet : it is much to 
my private advantage, but I had much rather have sailed with 
the Fleet; if there is wind enough they sail this day. I have 
told you all that concerns myself: if you write to me, direct it 
under cover to Mr. Hunt, Lord Hood’s Secretary ; he is a 
son of Hunt’s, at the Navy Board. Charles Pilfold ^ is here, 
one of the first to be made a Lieutenant: he is a charming 
character, beloved by his Captain, and all his acquaintance. I 
have had him with me almost ever since my arrival : he is 
taller and stouter than me. Peacock has not got a third Lie\i- 
tenant as yet; I wish he could get him. I shall speak to him 
this day about him. Pie has the same gentle disposition and 
modesty as when a youngster: you must remember the little 
fellow well. He desires to be particularly remembered to 
you. Pray wish Mrs. Dyne^ joy for me, and my best compli- 
ments to the old lady and all the family. 

I am a candidate with Lord Hood for a Line of Battle Sliip : 
he has honoured me highly by a letter, for wishing to go off 


® Ronr-Adhiiml Samuel Lord Hood, who had been created a Peer of Ireland a 
few months before, wtis then proceeding with a large Squadron to the West 
Indies. 

Itear- Admiral the Honourable Robert Digby, Commaiuler-in-Chief in North 
America : he attained the rank of Admiral of the Ued, and died in February 1}>15. 

* As the name of Charles Pilfold does not occur in the Navy Lists, ho proba- 
bly died, or retired from the Service, before he obtained his promotion. 

® Miss Frances Bradley married on the .9th of .Tuly 17112, Andrew Hawes Dyne, 
and died on the .“ith of August 1842. Vide p. 48, ante The “■ old lady** 
"‘IS probably her inother. 
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this Station, to a Station of Service, and has promised me his 
friendship. Prince William ^ is with him; I think it is a pre- 
lude to the Digby’s going otf this station ; money is the great 
object here, nothing else is attended to. Peacock will write to- 
day, he tells me : he will, perhaps, tell you all the news of this 
place. 

The French are still in Poston. The Packet sails to- 
morrow, and I have been so much employed in fitting my Ship, 
that I could not get time to write before to-day; and you must 
excuse me for not saying more, though I could fill another 
sheet very well. When I arrive in the West Indies you will 
hear from me. 

Farewell, my dear Friend, and be assured 

1 am your obliged humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

1 have got but a corner, tell all my friends do 


’ ll.U.ll. I’riiuc William lltMiry, third son of King (xcorgo tlm Third, aftci' 
wards Duke of* Clarence, Admiral of the Fleet, and Kincj William tiik 
ForuTH. '^^riio Prince honoured Nelson with his warmest fricTulslii]), and many 
Letters in this (’oilectioii were addressed to His Royal Highness. 'I'hc follow- 
ing description of Nelson by the Prince is extremely interesting: — 

‘I was then a ^Midshipman on hoard the liartleur, lying in the Narrows oil 
Staten Island, and liad the watch on deck, when ('aptaiii Nelson, of the Alhc- 
marle, cann; in his barge alongsi<le, who aj>pcared to he the merest boy of a Cap- 
tain 1 ever beheld : and his dress was worthy of attention. He liad on a full- 
laeed uniform ; his lank unimwdered luiir was tie<l iii a stiff Hessian tail, of an 
extr.iordiiiary lengtli ; the old-fashioned Haps of his waistcoat added t<k the general 
quainlness of his figure, and prodiiee<l an .'ippearanee which jiartieularly attracted 
my m iice;, for 1 had never seen anything like it before, nor could 1 imagine whn 
he was. nor what he came about. My doubts were, liowever, removed, when 
Lord Hood introduced me to him. 'I’here was s»miething irresistil>Iy pleasing in 
Ills juldrens and conwrsation ; and an eiithu'^iasm, when speaking on professional 
subjects, that showed he was no common being. Nelson after this went with us to 
the West Indies, and served under Lord Hood’s flag during his indefatigalilc 
erui/e oil' Cape I'jam^ois. Throughout the wliole of the American war, the height 
of Melsfin's a iibition vras to eo’nniand a Line-of- Hattie Ship ; as for prize-money, it 
never entered his thouglits : he had always in view the character of his nuitt'rnal 
uncle. I found him warmly attached to iny Father, and singularly humane: he 
liad the honour of tlie King’s service, and the indejiendence ofllie Hritish Navy, 
particularly a* li- rt ; and his mind glowed witli tliis idea as iniicli when he was 
simidy Captain ,i' the Alheinarh , and had ohtainetl none of tlie honours of his 
Country, as wiien he was afterwards decorated with so much w'ell-eariied distim - 
tion.” — /V o/. MuLutunof a < Conversation with the iJukc of Clarence at ISushey Park, 
Clail' c A M‘ A i t bur. voJ. i. p. /j'.i. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKE 11, ESQ. 


[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Albemarle, Off* Cape Tiberoon, February 25tli, 1783. 

My dear Sir, 

As I see the Packet is in sight astern, I ought not to miss 
this opportunity of writing, more especially as I did not write 
wlien in Port- Royal harbour, for 1 was so much hurried in 
getting my Ship in order for Sea, that 1 had not time to look 
round me. 

The Fleet arrived the 4th instant, and I suppose will 
he ready for Sea the last day of this month, although stores 
are as scarce at amaica as ever : sixteen topmasts were want- 
ed for the Line of Battle Ships, and there was not one in the 
Island of Jamaica; and the Fleet must have been sent to Sea 
short of masts, had not providentially a French -Mast ship, be- 
longing to Monsieur Vaudreuirs Fleet come alongside the Al- 
bemarle, and was captured by her. She has nearly a hundred 
topmasts for large Ships, with a number of lower masts and 
}ards. She will clear upwards of *20,000/. What a good 
prize if the Fleet had not been in sight. They do not deserve 
to share for her; we bad chased to leeward, and she had passed 
every Ship in the Fleet without being noticed. The other Mast- 
ship that the French brought from America was run ashore, 
and entirely lost by the Fleet. They had parted from Vaudreuil 
in a gale of wind, and could not fetch St. John’s, Porto Rico, 
wliic'h was their rende.rvoiis^ and therefore very fortunately 
(.ame in our way. The French Fleet, finding we were oft’ 
Monti Cliristi, went through the Mona Passage, and have 
been seen in sight of tlie Island of Curaron, but wiierc they 
are God knows. I am sent out by Lord Hood to find them if I 
can. 

^Ve are all in the dark in this part of the world, whether 
it is Pence or War. If 1 sliould capture anything this cruize, 
1 have made II anbury and Sluuv my Agents. Many impiirics 
were made after you at Jamaica, by people of all ranks and 
colour. Captain lie) nolds, I think, told me he had heard 

“ Appaiviitl y ( ’ai>tain Franris •.if tlu* MOnairh 71 aims, who was 

posU'il oil iho l-Jih ol* Aj'iil bJ, ah-l . accocdcil U) llio title of Lord Ducio. llo 

iiyiiin lueutiojie.l. 
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from you lately, and that you were in good health, which, be 
assured, gave me great pleasure. The Fleet fell in with Charles 
Pole, but I was in chase, and could not see him. I had a 
letter from him ten days ago by a Ship who parted from his 
Squadron, for he is quite a Commodore here. He has been 
pretty successful since he came upon this Station, and will be 
very much so, if a Neutral^ which he sent in, is given to him. 
She is condemned in Jamaica, but they have appealed, and in 
England we are afraid of the cursed Neutral flag. 

My situation in Lord Hood’s Fleet must be in the highest 
degree flattering to any young man. He treats me as if I was his 
son, and will, I am convinced, give me anything I can ask of him : 
nor is my situation with Prince William less flattering. Lord 
Hood was so kind as to tell him (indeed I cannot make use of 
expressions strong enough to describe what I felt), that if he 
wished to ask questions relative to Naval Tactics, I could give 
him as much information as any Officer in the Fleet. He will 
be, I am certain, an ornament to our Service. He is a seaman^ 
which you could hardly suppose. Every other qualification 
you may expect from him. But he will be a dhcvplinarian^ 
and a strong one : he says he is determined every person shall 
serve his time before they shall be provided for, as he is 
obliged to serve his. A vast deal of notice has been taken of 
him at Jamaica : he has been Addressed by the Council, and 
the House of Assembly were to address him the day after I 
sailed. He has his Levees at Spanish Town : they are all 
highly delighted with him. With the best temper, and great 
good sense, he cannot fail of being pleasing to every one. 

But I must say God bless you, for the Endyinion’s boat is 
just coming on board, who is Convoy to the Packet : they sailed 
seven days before us from Port-Royal. You wdll remember 
me kindly to all my acquaintance and friends that you meet 
with. Farewell my good Sir, and assure yourself I am, and 
always shall he. 

Your most affectionate Friend and Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

If I get safe back to Port- Royal (which is a matter of great 
doubt to me), I shall get a cask of the best rum on board for 
you. When you write, which I hope will have been long before 
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you receive this, you may direct them to the care of Mr. 
Joseph Hunt, Lord Hood’s Secretary, which will he a sure way 
of my getting them. Bromwich is second Lieutenant of the 
Albemarle, and is a very good Officer. Not an Officer has been 
changed, except the Second Lieutenant, since the Albemarle 
was commissioned, therefore it is needless to say, I am happy 
in my Ship’s company. Once more farewell. H. N. 


TO REAR ADMIRAL LORD HOOD, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IN 
THE WEST INDIES. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. It is very remarkable that the attempt to re- 
capture Turk's Island, relate<i in this letter, should not be mentioned by au}’^ of 
Nelson’s biographers : nor does he allude to it in the“ Sketch of his Life.'* The 
affair is noticed in Schomherg’s “ Naval Chronology,’’ vol. i. p. 137, hut he docs 
not mention that the Albemarle or that Nelson was present, iind leaves it to be 
inferred that the Shi' s were commanded by Captain King of the Resistance.] 

Albemarle, March 9th, 1783. 

My Lord, 

On Thursday, the Gth Instant, a few leagues to windward of 
Monte Christi, I fell in with his Majesty’s Ship Resistance, 
Captain King From him I received information that the 
French had taken the Turk’s Island, on the 13th February, 
with one hundred and fifty Regulars, and three Vessels of War. 

As it would be very little loss in my getting to the East- 
ward, making the Turk’s Island, I determined to look what 
situation the French were in, and if possible to retake it. The 
Tartar,^ who joined company a few hours afterwards, I ordered 
to put herself under my command, which, with the Resistance 
and La Coquette, a French Ship of War, prize to the Resist- 
ance, made a tolerable outward show. On Friday evening, 
the Albemarle, Resistance, and Drake, ® anchored at the 
Island. The Tartar, Captain Fairfax, I imagine, could not 

® The Resistance, of 44 guns. Captain .Tames King, who had been one of the 
T.ieutenants with Cai)tain Cook, in his Voyages of Discovery : he died about 
17 «(). 

* The Tartar was commanded by Captain William Ccorgc Fairfax, who was 
First Captain to Lord Duncan, in the Rattle off Camperdown, in 1797. He 
received a Medal, and was Knighted for his services on that occasion, and died a 
Vice-Admiral in November 181.3. 

^ The Drake, of 14 guns, (’aptain Charios Dixon : he w{ia made a Post-Cap- 
tain in November 1790, and died in 1804. 
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keep his anchorage upon the bank. He went to Sea, nor have 
I heard or seen anything of him since. I can have no doubt 
but Captain Fairfax has good reasons why he did not join me 
again. This reduced our small force one thirds (the Coquette, 
a larger Ship, kept off and on the whole time of our stay), I 
sent Captain Dixon on shore with a flag of truce to demand a 
surrender of the Islands. With much confldence of his supe- 
rior situation, the Commander of the French troops sent an 
answer that he should defend himself. 

On Saturday morning, at daylight, one hundred and sixty- 
seven Seamen and Marines were landed from the Ships under 
the command of Captain Charles Dixon, who very much 
obliged me by offering to command them. At eleven o’clock. 
Captain Dixon thought a division of the Enemy’s force might 
be made by sending the Brigs off the Town, to give him an 
opportunity of pushing on to the Enemy’s works. 1 ordered 
the Drake, under the command of Lieutenant Hinton, and 
Admiral Barrington, Lieutenant Cunningham, who joined 
at this instant, to go oft’ the town, and hatter it. Upon their 
getting within shot, I was very much surprised to see a 
battery of three guns open upon them, but notwithstanding 
such an unex})ected attack, they were both brought to an 
anchor opposite the battery in a masterly manner ; and the 
steady constant lire they kept up for upwards of au hour, does 
great honour to the Cientlemen who commanded them, and 
to their Officers and JMeii. The Master of the Drake is 
wounded, and the Boatswain and six men aboard tlie y\diniral 
Barrington. Captain Dixon at this time observed that the 
guns were fought by Seamen, and that the Troo{)s were 
waiting to receive him with several field-pieces ; and that 
they had a post upon the side of the hill with two pieces of 
cannon. With such a force, and their strong situation, I did 
not think anything farther could be attempted. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Horatio Neison. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. Peace liaving been concluded with France in 
January Lord Hood’s Squadron was ordered lioine ; and it arrived at Spit- 
head the day after the Borcas.J 

Albemarle, Snithcad, June2iUh, 1783. 

Sir, 

I be^ you will acejuaint my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty of my arrival at Spithead, with his Majesty’s Ship 
under iny command. I parted with the Fleet under the com- 
mand of I.ord Hood, on the 14th of May 1783, in latitude 
30'’ North, and longitude 80‘^ West of London. Inclosed is 
the State and Condition of his Majesty’s Ship under my com- 
mand, and a copy of Lord Hood’s Order for my proceedings. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO william locker, KSQ., west JMALLING, KENT. 

( Autograph, ill the Locker Papers.) 

Portsmouth, Juno 2Gth, 1783. 

My dear Friend, 

After all iny tossing about into various climates, here at last 
am I arrived, safe and sound. I found orders for the Albe- 
marle to he paid olTat this place. On Monday next I hope to 
be rid of her. JMy people 1 fancy will be pretty quiet, if they 
are not set on by some of the Ships here.’ 

1 have on hoard for you, drawn off, twelve dozen of rum: I 
intend to put it for the present under ^Ir. White’s care, as I 
dare say he will lake care of it, (provided the Custom House 
do not seize it,) for I do not think rum is wairth the expense of 
the duty. 1 hoj)C this will find you in perfect health. Cap- 
tain CanhuM*^ tells me you still live at Mailing. Farewell, 
my dear Sir, and assure yourself, 

1 am your affectionate Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Oil the rcdiu tiou of the Navy, ill consequence of the Peace, the crews of 
Severn I Sliips were very iiisuhordiiiatc, insisting on being paid oH at Portsmouth, 
insti'ad of at Spithead ; and it was not until strong eoercive measures had been 
iidoptcdjhat the mutinous spirit was s. 'idued. 

Captain, afterwards Alan Lord Go’diier. 



76 


LETTERS. 


[1783. 


I suppose you have heard from Charles Pole; I left him 
exceedingly well, and very anxious to get Home. Make my 
compliments to all my acquaintance in your part of the world. 
Lord Hood’s Fleet is just heaving in sight round St. Helen’s. 


TO FlllLir STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


[Autograph, in the Admiralty. The Albemarle being paid off on the 3rd of 
July, Captain Nelson remained on half-pay until April 1781.] 


No. 3, Salishury-strect, July 9th, 1783. 


Sir, 

I have to acquaint you that his Majesty’s Ship Albe- 
marle, late under my command, was paid off last Thursday 
I am, therefore, to request I may be put upon the half-pay 
list. 


I am Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN LOCKER. 

[Autograph, in the Loeker Papers,] 

No. 3, Salisbury-street, Strand, July 12th, 1783. 

My dear Friend, 

When I look at the date of your letter I received at Ports- 
mouth, I ought to be ashamed at not having wrote to you; 
but you always knew I was a careless fellow, although, he assur- 
ed, my great esteem and respect for you can never be lessened. 
My time, ever since I arrived in Town, has been taken up in 
attempting to get the wages due to my good fellows^ for 
various Ships they have served in the war. Tlic disgust of 
tiie Seamen to tlie Navy is all owing to the infernal plan 
of turning them over from Ship to Ship, so that Men can- 
not be attached to their Officers, or the Officers care two-pence 
about them. 

My Ship was paid off last week ; and in such a nianner 
that must flatter any Officer, in particular in these turbulent 
times. The vliole Ship’s company offered, if I could get a 

» July 3rd. 



^T. 24] 


LETTERS. 


77 


Ship, to enter for her immediately; but I have no thought of 
going to Sea, for I cannot afford to live on board Ship, in such 
a manner as is going on at present. 

Yesterday, Lord Hood carried me to Saint James’s, where 
the King was exceedingly attentive : on Monday or Tuesday 
I am to be at Windsor, to take leave of Prince William, 
previous to his embarkation for the continent. 

A Captain Merrick,^ a young man of Lord Hood’s bringing 
up, is to be with him. He is to go over in the Augusta yacht. 
Captain Vandeput.7 Maude^ who you remember, is to be 
Lieutenant of the Yacht, (he came home third Lieutenant of 
the Barfleur,) and to be made a Captain upon his return. 
Bromwich came home second Lieutenant with me ; be is an at- 
tentive good Officer, indeed nobody could be happier in their 
Officers than I was. Trail, who came down passenger in the 
Lowestoffe to Jamaica, has been Master ever since the Ship 
was commissioned. If I had interest with the Comptroller, I 
would wish to get him to be Superintendent of some of the 
Ships in Ordinary. He is the best Master I ever saw since I 
went to Sea. 

Frank! tells me he has sent down by the Maidstone waggon, 
forty gallons of rum, directed for you ; he has sent it not in 
the way I intended, but I must beg your excuse for it. 
liondon is exceedingly hot : I shall fly to the Country as soon 
as 1 can settle my little matters. 

Farewell, my dear Sir, and assure yourself, 

I am your sincere Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Bradley and all that ffimily, 
if they are in your neighbourhood. 

® Captain William Augustus Merrick, who was made Post in April 178-, but 
died about 1780. 

’ (Jajituiu George Vandeput, who died a Vice-Admiral, while Comniander-iii- 
Chief on the llalilax Station, in 170J). 

® Apparently John Maude, who obtained Post rank in November 17 ilO, and 
died in 170b’. 

“ Frank Lcp6o, an old and faithful servant, who w«w with Nelson in the Ex- 
pedition to Sun Juan ; he is frequently mentioned. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. W. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Salisbury-strect, July 2,‘lrd, 

My dear Brother, 

Yours of the 19th I have received, for [which] I am 
much obliged to you. I should have wrote last night, but 
was agreeably surprised with the company of Mr. Bolton and 
Maurice, wdio was so good as to spend an hour with an invalid. 
A few days, however, I hope will allow me to get out of my 
room : and as soon as 1 get a little strength I propose spending 
a short time in Norfolk. If I can get strong enough, I would 
come down with Mr. B., who says he shall go in a few days; 
I had heard of Charles Boyles, which I am very glad of.^ I 
wish it [^orn] a good vacancy — though luckily for him 

is in the Admiralty. I have not heard from 

I hope she has wrote ; the post has this 

[instant] knocked at the door, and delivered my [Sister’s letter] 
which, tell her, I am much obliged for — in a day or two I shall 
certainly answer it. Nothing, I assure you can give me so 
much pleasure as hearing from my brothers and sisters. Mr. 
Suckling called the other day : he tells me Madam is laid fast 
with the gout. Farewell, my dear Brother, and assure your- 
self, 

1 am affectionately yours, 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

Do not forget me to my Wells’ acquaintance [/or?/] Dr. 
Poynfz, &c. My kind love to my Father, and Mrs. Bolton. 

I am sorry to hear my dear Kate is not well. 


TO C ACT AIN LOCKER. 


[Aiitograjjh, in tlie J^uckifr J’apcrs.J 

Salishury-strcct, July .'Jlst, 17B.‘J. 

My dear Friend, 

Yours I only received yesterday morning, as 1 had been out 
at Mr, Suckling’s- fora day or tw^o, to breathe a little fresh 


* Charles Boylos was rriacle a Commander on tho 1 1 th April 17d'L 

* His uncle, at Kentish Tov’m. 
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air, after having been cooped up for fourteen days in my room ; 
luckily I have fell into the hands of an exceeding good Sur- 
geon, who, I think, has made a perfect cure of me. I wish 
you had the segars with all my heart, especially as you have 
a West Indian with you. I have told Frank to send them down 
as soon as he can. Many thanks to you for having told 
George Smith where I lodged : he called on Monday last. 
Macnamara *^ is just arrived from Jamaica, where his Ship was 
sold. Gambier says he is to command there. Rowley ^ is to 
come Home in the spring. Lord Charles Montagu‘S is to be 
Governor, in the room of General Campbell, who has resigned. 
Have you heard from Simon Taylor lately ? He was very 
ill when I left Jamaica : he seemed to me consumptive. He 
said he should come to England as soon as he had settled his 
aiFairs. I think if he don’t make haste, he may stay a day too 
long. News here is very dead. I know nor hear any. Next 
week I hope to be able to get into Norfolk. Farewell, my 
dear Sir, and assure yourself, . 

1 am ever sincerely yours, 

IIOKATIO Nklson". 

Make my compliments to Captain Williams, if he has not 
left you; and all my friends about you. 


^ Captain James Macnaiiiara, vide pp. 7, ‘25, who had commanded tho Nestor on 
tlic Juinaiea station. 

'‘Either Rear-Admiral Joshua Rowley, Coniniander-in-Chief in Jamaica, who 
was created u IJaronet in 175>(», and died in 17h() : or, more jirohahly, his second 
son, Captain Bartholomew Samuel Rowley, then Commander of the Dianioiid, 
who died an Admiral of the Blue, while Commanding in Chief at Jamaica, in 
Octoher, 1 Si 1. 

* Lord Charles Creville Montagu, second son of Hohert Duke of Manchester : 
ho did not heeomc CJovernor of .Taniaiea, and dieil in January 17S1. Major- 
(Jeneral Arehihultl Campbell was succeeded by Jtrigadicr (ioneral Alured Clarke, 
afterwards a Field-Marshal and Knight of the Bath. 
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TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ. 

[Copy, in the Nelson Ptipers.— Mr. Ross had been a Merchant at Kingston, in 
Jamaica.] 

Salisbury-street, 9th August, 1783. 

My dear Friend, 

I am sure you are well convinced that nothing but my not 
knowing where to direct to you, could have hindered you from 
being troubled with my nonsense. Twice I called at your 
house, and they could only tell me you were in Scotland : the 
third time, a man told me he believed if I directed to Edin- 
burgh, you would get the letter, therefore I determined to 
write, at all events. The innumerable favours I have received 
from you, be assured I shall never forgot ; and any opportu- 
nity that may offer of making some small return, you may 
always command : but I have done. You have always looked 
on me with a favourable eye, and I believe that I don't want 
gratitude. 

I have closed the war without a fortune: but I trust, 
and, from the attention that has been paid to me, believe 
that there is not a speck in my character. True honour, I 
hope, predominates in my mind far above riches. I came 
home in the Albemarle, with Lord Hood, last from Ja- 
maica, where I left Hanbury, as indehitigahle in business as 
ever, (you know best), he is I hope, and think, in a foir way 
for making a fortune. Shaw was up at Porto Prince; he has, 
I fancy, done pretty well in the Neutral trade : all our other 
Jamaica friends are vanished. Wallcoff, who was Agent pf 
Transports, I supped with him last night; he begged I would 
present his best compliments, and say everything that could 
be said of his sensibility of your civility to him ; your health, 

I am told, is perfectly good: I hope it will ahvays conti- 
nue so. 

Do you know Captain Pringle, of the Dmdalus ? He lives 
at Caroline Park, four miles from Edinburgh : he is ray par- 
ticular friend, and a man of great honour. I have had a very 
pressing invitation to come down to him ; but, as I have not 
seen my relations, I cannot take this opportunity, which I 
sincerely regret, as it deprives me of the pleasure of seeing 
yjm<> soon as I wished. In the winter, we shall meet in 
n, I have no doubt. I had a letter yesterday from 
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l^ocker; he is perfectly well. I have not seen any of the 
Parkers^ since my arrival ; they are in Essex, at an estate they 
have lately purchased, pulling the old house down and build- 
ing a new one (thanks to Jamaica for the money.) An Irish 
Peerage is all that is wanted to complete them. Farewell, my 
dear friend, and assure yourself, I am, most sincerely, 

Your devoted, humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL VISCoCnT KEPPEL, FIRST I.ORD OF THE 
ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admimlty.] 

No. 3. Saiwbury-Btroet, August 20th, 1783. 

My Lord, 

What now obliges me to address you, is the unfortunate 
case of a gentleman who was second Lieutenant of the Albe- 
marle,” by a commission from Lord Hood, approved by Admi- 
ral Pigot;^^ but, by an unfortunate event, his having been a 
Seaman and an Officer, is in a fair way to hinder his getting 
confirmed as a Lieutenant. I trust his story will make you 
liis friend : from your generous disposition I expect everything. 

When the Hector, Sir John Hamilton,^ was ordered home 
from Jamaica, no Pilot could be got to carry the Ship through 
the windward passage. This gentleman being ordered a pas- 
sage home in the Hector, and having been for several years 
upon the Jamaica station, Sir John recjuested, as appears by 
his certificate, he would take charge of the Ship. Sir John 
ordered him to be borne as Pilot, till the Ship got through the 
passage ; but by a mistake of the Clerk’s when he was dis- 
charged from being Pilot, he was not entered upon any of the 

’ Admiral Sir Peter and Lady Parker. 

“ Mr. Josenh Uromwich. 'i'lie hanKsliip iiicMitioiied in tin's letter could not 
}»o remedied, and he did not obtain bis promotion until 1/1)3. 

® Admiral Hugh Pigot, who succeeded Lord Rodney as Commander-in-Chiot' 
in tile West Indies. Ho died an Admiral of the White, in December, 1792. 

’ Sir John Hamilton. Baronet, to wliich dignity he was created for his services 
at llie Siege of Quebec. He died in 1784 ; and was father of the present Admiral 
Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart., K.C.B., and of Vice-Admiral Sir Kdward Hamilton, 
^Wt., K.C.B, 

VOL. I. « 
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Ship’s Books for the remainder of the passage, by which loss of 
time, the Pilot’s time not being allowed in his servitude, (and 
the mistake of not entering him upon any Books afterwards) 
instead of having served his time the 20th March 1783, five 
weeks previous to the date of his Commission, he had not 
served (by the Navy Board rule) his time till the 27th of 
June, a week before the Ship was paid off. 

Depend upon it, my Lord, I should not have interested my- 
self so much about this gentleman did I not know him to be a 
brave and good Officer, having been with me for several years ; 
therefore, I beg that, as my apology for troubling your Lord- 
ship with this letter. He has passed his examination at the 
Navy Office since the Ship was paitl off. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Lordship's most obedient. 

Humble servant, 

Hokatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIKALTV. 

[Autograph, in tlie Admiralty. — Having detorniincMl tn roinain unt‘mplo 3 ’'od 
during the Toace, (vide p. 77,) he resolved on going to P'ranee aceompaiiied by 
hia friend raptuiu James ^Maciuuiiara, to acquire the I'reneli language. Not 
having received an answer to this Letter, he again applied to I\Ir. Steplicns, for 
leave in similar terms, in a Letter dated on the 1 1th of Oetoher.] 

No. 3, Salishury-strcet, Strand, October Hth, 17»3. 

Sir, 

I am to request that you will be pleased to move the^ 
Lordships to grant me six months’ leave of absence, to go ^ 
Lisle, in France, on my private occasions. 

I am. Sir, your most humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


% TO william LOCKER, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

St. Omer, November 2nd, 17«>3. 

My dear 8ir, 

Our travels, since w e left you, have been extended to a mucl* 
g»pater length than I apprehended ; but I must do Captain 
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Mac the justice to say it was all my doings, and in a great 
measure against his advice ; but experience bought is the 
best; and all mine I have paid pretty dearly for. 

We dined at Canterbury the day we parted from you, and 
called at Captain Sandys’ house,'*' but he was just gone out to 
dinner, in the country, therefore we did not see him : we slept 
at Dover, and next morning at seven a clock, put to Sea with 
a fine North-west wind, and at half past ten we were safe at 
breakfast in Monsieur Grandsire’s house at Calais. llis 
mother kept it when Hogarth wrote liis ‘ Gate of Calais.’ 
Sterne's Sentimental Journey is the best description I can 
oive of our tour. Mac advised me to go first to St. Oiner, as 
he had experienced the difficulty of attempting to fix in any 
place where there are no English; after dinner we set off, in- 
tended for Montreuil, sixty miles from Calais : they told us 
we travelled en po.ste^ but 1 am sure we did not get (ui more 
than four miles an hour. I was highly diverted with looking 
what a curious figure the postillions in their jack boots, and 
their rats of horses made together. Their chaises have no 
springs, and the roads generally paved like London streets ; 
therefore you will naturally suppose we were pretty well shook 
together by the time we had travelled two posts and a-half, 
which is fifteen miles, to Manpiise. Here we [were] shown 
into an inn — they called it — I should have called it a pigstye : 
we were shown into a room with two straw’ beds, and, with 
great difficulty, they mustered up cUan sheets ; and gave us 
two pigeons for supper, upon a dirty cloth, and wooden-haii- 
dled knives— O w/iat a trauMnn from lioppy Euplnnd. 

Hut we laughed at the repast, and went to bed with the de- 
termination that nothing should ruffle our tempers. Having 
slept very w ell, w e set off at dayliglit for Boulogne, where we 
breakfasted : this place was full of English, 1 suppose because 
wine is so very cheap. We went on after breakfast for Montreuil, 
and ])assed through the finest corn country that my eyes ever 
beheld, diversified with fine woods, sometimes for two 
miles together, through noble forests. The roads mostly 
were planted with trees, which made as fine an avenue as 
any gentleman’s country seat, Montreuil is thirty miles 


* Vklv p. lie. 
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from Boulogne, situated upon a small hill, in the middle of a 
fine plain, which reached as far as the eye could carry 
you, except towards the sea, which is about twelve miles from it 
We put up at the same house, and with the same jolly land- 
lord that recommended I-e Fleur to Sterne. Here we wished 
much to have fixed, but neither good lodgings, or masters 
could be had here ; for there are no middling class of people : 
sixty noblemen’s families lived in the town, who owned the 
vast plain round it, and the rest very poor indeed. This is 
the finest country for game that ever was ; partridges two- 
pence halfpenny a couple, pheasants and woodcocks in pro- 
portion, and in short, every species of poultry. We dined, 
supped, lay, and breakfasted next day, Saturday : then we 
proceeded on our tour, leaving Montreuil you will suppose 
with great regret, 

W^e reached Abbeville at eight o’clock : but unluckily for 
us, two Englishmen, one of whom called himself Lord Kings- 
hmdy I can hardly suppose it to be him, anil a Mr. Bullock, 
decamped at three o’clock that afternoon in debt to every 
shopkeeper in the place. These gentlemen kept elegant 
houses, horses, ^kc. : we found the Town in an uproar; and 
as no masters could be had at this place that could speak 
a word of English, and that all masters that could speak 
English grammatically, attend at the places that are frequented 
by the English, which is, St. Omer, Lisle, Dunkirk, and 
Boulogne, to the Northward of Paris, and as I had no inten- 
tion of travelling to the South of France till the spring at any 
rate, 1 determined, wdth Mac’s advice, to steer for St. Omer, 
where we arrived last Tuesday; and I own 1 was surprised 
to find, that instead of a dirty, nasty Tow’n, which I had always 
heard it represented, to find a large City, well paved, good 
streets, and well lighted. 

We lodge in a pleasant French family, and have our din- 
ners sent from a trniteiirs, 'Fhere are two very agreeable 
young ladies, daughters, who honour us with their company 
pretty often : one always makes our breakfast, and the other 
our tea, and play a game at cards in an evening. Thi re- 
fore I must loam French if ’tis only for the pleasure of talk- 
ing to them, for they do not speak a word of English. Here 
arc a great number of English in this place, but we visit 
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only two families ; for if I did I should never speak French. 
Two noble Captains are here — Ball and Shepard,® you 
do not know, I believe, either of them ; they wear fine 
epaulettes, for which I think them great coxcombs they 
have not visited me, and I shall not, be assured, court 
their acquaintance. If Charles Pole is arrived, and you write 
to him, give my kind respects to him ; I esteem him as a 
brother, even beyond what I ever felt for them : tell me where 
I can write to him. You must be heartily tired of this long 
epistle, if you can read it ; but I have the worst pen in the 
world, and I can’t mend it. God bless you, and be assured 
I am your sincere Friend, 

And affectionate humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Captain Macnamara desires his compliments to you: his 
and mine to Mrs. Bradley, IMrs. Dyne, &c. — Direct to me, 
♦ A Monsieur IMonsicur Nelson, chez Madame La Mourie, 
St. Omcr, on Artois, France.’ 


TO THE IIKVEIIEND MR. NELSON. 

[Autograiili, in the Nelson Papers.] 

St. Omcr, November 10th, 170^. 

Dear Brother, 

As all Sea people are great travellers, I will give you a 
Journal of iny proceedings since we parted. Before 1 left 
England I paid my visit of gratitude to Sir Peter and Lady 
Parker in Essex. I hope most sincerely that long before tliis 
you are perfectly recovered. Nothing, be assured, can give 
me greater ])leasure than hearing of the welfare of all my bro- 


Tlie two Captains were Alexander John Hall, afterwards a very distinguished 
Olllcer, a Rear- Ailniiral, and a llaronet, and Nelson’s intimate friend, his 
Letters to whom are anmiig the most interesting of this Collection ; and Cap- 
tain James Keith Shej>ard, who died a Vice-Admiral of the Red, in 184J. 

^ Epaulettes were lirst orderc*d to he worn, us part of the Naval Uniform, on the 
1st of June 17J)J. The name shows that they are of Erench origin, and it appears 
from Nelscm^s Letter of the Uhtli \< vcin’nor, p. 89, that they were worn by PTench 
Officers previously to the year 1788. 
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thers and sisters; and be assured, my only wish to be rich is to 
have an opportunity of serving our family. But enough of 
that subject : 1 helieve my good intentions are not doubted. 

On Tuesday morning, the ;21st. ult., I set off from Salisbury- 
strcet, in company with Captain Macnamara of the Navy, an 
old messmate of mine. 1 dined with Captain Locker, my old 
Captain, at Mailing in Kent, «‘ind spent the night at his house. 
The next day we slept at Dover, and on Thursday morning 
we left England with a fine wind. In three hours and twenty 
minutes we were at breakfast in Monsieur Grandsire’s at 
Calais. The quick transition struck me much. The manners, 
houses, and eating, so very different to what we have in Eng- 
land. I bad thoughts of fixing at Montreuil, about sixty miles 
from Calais, in the road to Paris. We set off en poste^ they 
called it : we did not get on more than four miles an hour. 
iSuch such harses^ such driver^', a)id such W/.v, 

you would have been ready to burst with laughing at the ridi- 
culous figure they made together. The roatls were paved witli 
stones; therefore by the time we bad travelled fifteen miles, 
we were pretty well shook up, and heartily tired. We 
stopped at an inn, ///c// va/k'd /7, — a clean pigsty is far pre- 
ferable. 7'liey showed us into a dirty room with two straw 
beds: they were clean, that was all they could brag on. How- 
ever, after a good laugh we w ent to bed and slept very soundly 
till morning. How different to what we bad found the day 
before at Dover. 

At daylight wo set off, breakfastetl at Boulogne, and got 
to Montreuil in the evening. This day we passed throui:li 
the finest country my eyes ever beheld : not a spot (as big 
as my liand) but was in the highest cultivation, finely diver- 
sified with stately woods. Sometimes for two miles tog('- 
ther, you would suppose you were in a gentleman’s j)ark. 
The roads are mostly planted on each side with trees', so 
that you drive in almost a continued avenue, hut ami(l:?t 
such plenty they are poor indeed. Mor.lreuil is situated u[)on 
a small hill, in the middle of a large plain, which extends 
far as the eye can reach, except towards the sea, which is 
about twelve miles from it. Game liere was in the greatest 
abundance: partridges, pheasant, woodcocks, snipes, hare, 
&ic. 8zc., us cheap as you can possibly imagine. Partridges, 
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twopence halfpenny a brace ; a noble turkey, fifteen pence ; 
and everything else in proportion. You will suppose that 
it was with great regret we turned our backs upon such 
an agreeable place, but not a man that understood English, 
which was necessary to learn me French could be found in 
the place. Our landlord at the inn is the same man that re- 
commended Le Fleur to Sterne. 

From this place, we proceeded on to Abbeville, ninety miles 
from Calais. This was a large Town, well fortified, but even 
there I could not be accommodated to my wish : nor indeed, 
good masters, tliat is, that understood grammatically. At last, 

I determined to come here, which, indeed, is what we ought to 
have done at first : therefore by the time we arrived here, which 
was Tuesday week, we had travelled a hundred and fifty miles, 
hut upon the whole I was not displeased with our excursion. 
Tins is by much the j)leasantest and cleanest Town I have seen 
in I'Vance. It is very strongly fortified, and a large garrison. 
We have good rooms in a pleasant French family, where are 
two very agreeable young ladies, one of whom is so polite as 
to make our breakfast for us, and generally, when we are at 
home, drink tea and spend the evening with us. I exort my- 
self, you will su])})oso, in the French language, that I may 
have the pleasure of talking to them ; and French ladies make 
full as much use of their tongues as our English ones. 

We have a most pleasant society of English at this place. 
We have seldom a day but we are invited somewhere, which 
I avoid as much as |)ossil)le that I may acquire the French, 
and there are three families that 1 visit enfaintlle : that visit- 
ing pleases me far beyond the other. My paj)er is done : in 
my next I shall proceed ; 1 have much to say. To-day I dine 
witli au English clergyman, a Mr. Andrews, who has tw^o 
v(‘ry beautiful young ladies, daughters. I must take care of 
my iieart, I assure you. God bless you. 

Your atiectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Make my compliments to all in your neighbourhood. Love 
to JMrs. Bolton. Direct to me as follows: ‘A Monsieur Nel- 
son, chez Madame la Moiirit*, St. Oiner, en Artois, France.’ 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., TOWN MALLING, KENT. 

[Autograph, i» tho Locker Papers.] 

St. Omcr, November 26th, lyHS. 

My dear Friend, 

Your kind letter I received last night. I concluded you 
were in London, as 1 had not the pleasure of hearing from you 
sooner. Since I wrote last I have been very near coining to 
England, occasioned by the melancholy account I have re- 
ceived of my dear Sister’s death.7 My Father, whose grief upon 
the occasion was intolerable, is, I hope, better; therefore 1 
shall not come over. She died at Bath after a nine days’ illness, 
in the 21st year of her age; it was occasioned by coming 
out of the ball-room immediately after dancing. Your 
time with Captain Reynolds must have been very agreeable : 
the good opinion he is pleased to entertain of me is highly 
flattering: it is more than my short acquaintance with him 
had a right to expect. 

The French goes on but slowly; but patience, of which 
you know I have not much, and perseverance, will, 1 hope, 
make 'me master of it. Here are two Navy Captains, Ball 
and Shepard, at this place, but we do not visit; they 
are very fine gentlemen with epaulettes : you may suppose 
I hold them a little cheap for putting on any part of a French- 
man’s uniform. Macnamara is very much obliged to you for 
the trouble you have taken about his picture: he will write a 
postscript at the end of the letter. Captain Young“ visited me 
to-day, and to-morro\v we meet at dinner; 1 shall certainly 
deliver your compliments : he is come over to place his bro- 
ther, who is a Lieutenant, in a French family. He returns im- 
mediately to England. Mac was last evening at a very ele- 
gant ball, but my mind is too much taken up with the recent 
account of my dear sister’s death to partake of any amuse- 
ments. 

^ Ilia ekit'st sister, Anne Nelson, died at Bath, unmarried, on the 15th of No- 
vell, her 178:}. As sIk.- was baj)tized on the ‘20lh of September, 1760, sbo was 
probably in her twenty-fourtli, and not, tu Nelson says, in her twenty-first year. 

* Captain William Young, who obtained Post Hank in September 1776; 
afterwards Admiral Sir William Young, G.C B. ; he died in October 18*21. 
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I am mucli obliged to Charles Pole for bis remembrance ; 

I should have wrote to him if I had known where to have 
directed a letter. When you write to Captain Reynolds give 
iny best compliments, and to Captain and Mrs. Gardner, when 
you write. If I am not in England before the winter is over, 
1 shall go to Paris in the spring; where I have received a 
most polite invitation from the OflScer who I detained off 
Porto Caballo.i^ I did not know his rank at that time, or after, 
till I came here : he went by the name of Count de Deux 
Pouts. He is a Prince of the Empire, a General of the French 
Army, Knight of the Grand Order of St. Louis, and was Second 
in Command at the capture of York Town. His brother is heir 
apparent of the Electorate of Bavaria, and of the Palatinate. 
The present Elector is eighty years of age, and this gentleman's 
brother is upon his death-bed ; so most probably I shall have 
had the honour of having taken prisoner a man, who will be a 
Sovereign Prince of Europe,' and brings into the field near a 
hundred thousand men : his letter is truly expressive of the 
attention that was paid him when on board my Ship. There 
are a vast number of English at this place ; I visit but few of 
them. In two of them I am very happy in their acquaintance ; 
one is the brother of Massingberd,- v ho w^as in the Lowestoffo ; 
who is very polite, and his lady a very complete gentlewoman ; 
hero we are quite at home : — the other is an English clergy- 
man, who has a very large family, but two very agreeable 
daughters grow n up, about twenty years of age, who play and 
sing to us whenever we go. I must take care of my heart 


^ III JMaivli, 1 rarj, while cruising in tlic Alhcnnirlc ntt' Twrlo Caballo in the 
llavannah, she captiiretl a Sjainisli launch with several French Ofliccrs of distinc- 
tion on 1)oard, who were making a scientific tour round Caracca de Leon, and 
whom he imnieiliately released. Among them was Maximilian Joseph, second 
son of Fiederic, I’rinec de l)eux Fonts, a (Jeneral in the French Army, who 
commanded the Regiment de Deux Fonts in the French Service in Ameiica. 
1 1 is eldest brother, CMinrles Duke de Deux Fonts, though supposed in ITdJ to 
he on his divith-hed, lived until when he died without surviving issue. 

' Nelson's anticipations were greatly surpassed ; for the Frince de Deux Fonts 
not only succeeded to the Kicctorate of Uavaria hut in IIIOG became hbnj 

<7 Bavaria. 11 is Majesty died in 111*2.5. 

Apparently Henry Mas-singberd, Ksq. of Cunby, in Lincolnshire, wlio 
married Miss Fdizalieth Hoare, and died about 1787. His brother, Thomas Mas- 
i'ingberd, mentioned in this Letter, died a retired Commander. 



LE'ITERS. 


90 


[ 1783 . 


1 assure you.^ God bless you, my dear friend, and be 
assured, 

I am yours most sincerely, 

Horatio Nelson. 


[Adtlcd, in Captain Macnamara’s hand.] 

Captain Macnainara is exceedingly obliged to Captain 
Locker for the trouble he has taken respecting the picture; 
and begs that the picture may be done justice to, as a few 
guineas extraordinary will not be regarded. 


TO THE REV. MU. W. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

t Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

St. Onier, Deeemher 4th, 17}'),'}. 

My dear Brother, 

Yours 1 received a few days ago, and am exceedingly 
happy to hoar of your jireferment, as it will make you an in 
dependent man, and also give ease to our good Father, hor- 
tune, you see, now favours us when we least expect it; but 1 
hope this will not hinder the Walpoles giving you something 
if it should be in tlieir power. I l)ave nut iieard from our 
Father since our melancholy loss.^ IMy fears from that account 
are great. Mr. Suckling wrote me the account of that 
shocking event the ^Oth of last month. .My surprise and 
grief upon the occasion are, you will sn[)pnse, more to be felt 
than described. Wiiat is to become of poor Kate ? Although 
I am very fond of Mr.s. Bolton, yet I own I should not like 
to see Kate fixed in a Wells’ society'. For God's sake write 
what you have heard of our Father. I am in astonishment at 
not having heard from him, or of him by Mr. Suckling. Jf 
such au event was to take place, for with his delicate con- 
stituti(m, I do not think it unlikely, I sliall immediately come 
to England, and most probably fix in some place that might 
be most for poor Kitty’s advantage. My small income shall 

^ Those I.'ulies "ere ihe daughters of au English c!er^,'yn)an of the name of An- 
drews, and the Sl.^ters of Captain t.;e<)r;ie Andrews of the Navy, a follower ot 
Nelson's, who will he ai^ain inentioiietl, ft appears from .a letter to his iiiu'le Mr. 
Sueklit»,e, in j). .01, that he really intended to marry one of lho.se ladie.s. 

^ 1 he deatli of his ^is1<‘r Anne. 
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always be at her service, and she shall never want a protector 
and a sincere friend while I exist. But I will quit the sub- 
ject. 

The occasion of my fears will, I hope in God, soon be 
removed, by a letter from Mr. Suckling or my Father. St. 
Orner increases much upon me, and I am as happy as I can 
he, separated from my native Country. My heart is quite 
secured against the French beauties : I almost wish I could 
say as much for an English young lady, the daughter of a 
clergyman, with whom I am just going to dine, and spend the 
day. She has such accomplishments, that had I a million of 
money, I am sure I should at this moment make her an offer 
of them : my income at present is by far too small to think of 
inarriage, and she has no fortune. Are our tickets drawn ? 

I wrote you Mr. Paynter had them, and I told you the nurn- 
hors, I believe, for 1 have quite forgot them. When you 
write tell me some Norfolk news. What is to hecome of Mr. 
Bolton ? Where does he mean to fix ? Is Little Brandon a 
pleasant village ? Have you a good Parsonage house ? not 
that I suppose you will go there while our father stays at 
Bath; and tell me, if he recovers, whether he means to re- 
turn to Burnham in the summer. I hope most sincerely he 
does not, for the journey alone is enough to destroy him, and 
a Burnluuu N\int(‘r must kill him. French goes on but 
slowly ; time can only make me master of it, and that a long 
one, some yeais probably. God bless you. 

Your affect ionate Brother, 

IlouATio Nf.lson. 

Make my kind love to Mrs. Bolton, .Air. Bolton, ike., and 
comjdiments to all my acapiaintanco at Wells, Burnham, and 
not forgetting Dr. Poyutz, who, I see by tlie papers, has at 
last got the Canonry of Windsor and if you reach Wolter- 
ton, make my best compliments. I have fixed a party for 
Paris in Alarch or April if I remain in this Country; and 
l)rohabIy [shall] then ])roceed to the Southward. Yhni have 
heard my account of taking the French Olfieers off Porto 


■’ l>r. Cliarlcs Poj-nt/, at’tfiwaixls UKbondary of brotluT i»t' CIcuv.:iiia, 

Countess Sponeer. 
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Caballo. I have had a letter from the chief of them, giving 
me an invitation to come to Paris. He is a much greater 
man than I suspected him to be : he is General in the French 
Army, Kniglit of the Grand Order of St. Louis, (similar to our 
Knights of the Garter,) was Second in Command of the 
French army in America, brother to the Prince De Deux 
Ponts, who is heir apparent to the Electorates of Bavaria and 
Palatinate^ the present Elector upwards of eighty years of 
age, and the Prince, his brother, in a deep consumption ; so 
tliat most probably 1 shall have had the honour of having 
taken prisoner a man who will be a Sovereign Prince of 
Europe, and an absolute Monarchy ruling a country as large 
again as England, and brings into the field near a hundred 
tliousand infantry. My paper is full, therefore I must have 
done. A pretty good postscript ! 


TO TIJE HEVEHENI) Mil. NELSON, IJUIlNIlAM. 

St. Omer, Uecembor 

Januiiry Srd, 17H3, [1784], 

Dear Brother, 

Vour Letter of the 15th, I received last post with infinite 
pleasure, as there was many pleasing accounts in it : if you 
get Sutton and Ulj) secured for yon, you are a lucky man 
indeed. And at a time when all your hopes were vanished — 
Who would be a Parson ? was your tone a few months ago, 
now, I suppose, at least for the present — Who would not bt? 
a Parson ? You will ho surprised, but most probably my next 
letter may be from London, where I intend going on tin? 
first week in January. My health is not very stout this cold 
winter ; and 1 must come over to get a little good advice from 
some of the London Piiysicians. At tliis place I am as ha})py 
in a friendly society as is |)ossible. As you will suppose rny 
time to have been pretty well taken up, as I have been so 
long in writing this epistle. The frost, thank God, is broke, 
which has made a vast alteration in me for the better; cold 
weather is death to me. 1 liope your plan of getting Ulp, &c., has 
been acconjplishcd before this change in the Administration 
* Mr, f*ilt cvnip into Olii?.** on the ‘J7lh Dteemher 1783. 
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if not, I suppose the Walpolos have lost the only opportunity 
that may present itself for a long time. The latter end of 
next week probably I may be in London, when you may de- 
pend I shall write to you ; and, if you like it, I shall buy six 
or seven halves of tickets for the Irish Lottery. Something 
may turn up by having a number of chances. My stay in 
England will be but very short, without the First Lord in 
[the] Admiralty^ thinks proper to employ me. I shall offer 
my services, and probably I shall stretch as hir as Bath for 
a few days. Altiiough I know I am very little further from 
London than you are at Burnham, yet what a distance I think 
is the journey. God bless you. I must conclude, as I am 
engaged to tea and spend the evening with the most accom- 
jdishcd woman my eyes ever beheld and when a Lady's in 
the case, all other things they must give place. 

Make my compliments to all the Wells' party, and at Burn- 
ham, Dr. Poyntz ; if Mr. Bolton has not left Wells give my 
kind compliments and love. 

Yours affectionately, 

Hoiiatio Niclson. 

Do not forget mo to Dr. Poyntz, if lie is in Norfolk. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, LSQ. 

[From the “ (icntlcinan's Magazine/’ vol. xcv. part i. p. IIKL] 

January 14th, 17^1. 

IVIy dear Uncle, 

There arrives in general a time in a man’s life (who has 
friends), that either tliey place him in life in a situation that 
makes his application for anything farther totally unnecessary, 
or give him help in a pecuniary way, if they can afford, and 
ho deserves it. 

The critical moment of my life is now arrived, that either I 
am to be happy or miserable : — it depends solely on you. 

You may ])ossibly think I am going to ask too much. 1 
have led myself up with hopes you will not — till this trying 

’ Admiral Uicluml Viscount Howe, who succeeded Admiral Viscount Koppel. 
as First Lord of the Admiralty, on the JOth December IThJ. 

“ Apparently Miss Andrews. 
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inomeni;. There is a lady I have seen, of a good family and con- 
nexions, but with a small fortune, — 1090/. I understand.^ The 
whole of my income does not exceed 130/. per annum. Now 
I must come to the point: — will you, if I should marry, allow 
mo yearly 100/.'* until my income is increased to that sums 
either by employment, or any other way ? A very few years 
I hope would turn something up, if my friends will but exert 
themselves. If you will not give me the above sum, will you 
exert yourself wdth either Lord North or Mr. .lenkiiison, to 
get me a Guard-ship, or some employment in a rublic Ollice 
where the attendance of the principal is not necessary, and of 
which tliey must have such numbers to dispose of. In the 
India Service I understand (if it remains under the Directors) 
their iMarinc force is to be under the command of a Captain 
in the Royal Navy : that is a station 1 should like. 

You must excuse the freedom with which this letter is 
dictated; not to have been plain and explicit in my distress 
had been cruel to myself. If nothing can be done for me, 1 
know what I have to trust to. I.ife is not worth preserving 
without happiness ; and I care not w here I may linger out a 
miserable existence. I am prepared to hear your refusal, and 
have fixed my resolution if that should ha})pen ; but in every 
situation, I shall be a w'ell-wisher to you and your family, and 
pray they or you may never know^ the pangs which at this 
instant tear my heart. God bless you, and assure yourself, I 
am. 

Your most affectionate and dutiful nephew, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO W’lLLIAM LOCKER LSI^., TOWN MALLING. 

[ in the L<Kkir 

.‘h ►Salisbury -street, .hiniijiry l.'Hli, 17i.M. 

My dear Friend, 

I have been near a week without having w rote to my host 
friend ; and you will he surprised, without doubt, to hear of 

® Apparently .Miss Andiev.s. Vitle|». .Vl. 

^ The j)ersou vho, under the .si niature “P,” communicated ll)is Icdter to lla* 

" Genlleman’s Magazine,” states that Mr. Suckling iniine<Iiately complied vvitli 
the request. If so, Nelson was prohahly refused l)y tlie fair ol»icct of his ailec 
tior;-. Se(j \\ !Hf. 
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me at last from London. Some little matters in my Accounts 
obliired me to come over. The day before I came away, 1 
received a letter of yours wbicli bad travelled nearly all over 
France ; let that be my apology for not having wrote sooner. 
Yesterday I dined with Captain Kingsmill; he gives me some 
hopes of meeting you in Town, as soon as your hoys^^ are 
gone to school. 1 should have had great pleasure in having 
crossed the country, and made Mailing in my way to London, 
the weather was too cold. A few days, 1 hope, will bring 
you to Town; till then farewell, and be assured, 

I am your most obliged, obedient Servant, 

IIo RATIO N F. LSO N. 

Pray give my compliments to Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Dyne, 
and my apology ought to be made to Mr. G. Smith ; I beg my 
kindest and best compliments to him. 


TO I'HILir STI I'lIKKS, SKCRFTAllY' TO THF A DM I II A I.T V. 


t Autoi^raph, in the Admimlty.] 


a, Sallsbury-street, Stnind, January 17wl. 

Sir, 

Having received a letter a few days ago from Air. Samuel 
Tunis, Carpenter of his Majesty’s Ship Albemarle, late under 
iny command, requesting me to give him a character as 

he deserved while under under my command, as he had 
wrote a petition to the Board rctpiosting a largm* Ship, I beg 
leave to actpiaint you that he was nearly two years under my 
command, during which time he behaved as a good Officer, in 
which time the Ship was dismasted by a Ship’s driving on 
hoard her in a gale of sviud in the Downs ;• ami that he fitted 
the Ship in twenty-four hours without any assistance whatso- 
ever. 


1 am, Sir, &c. 

Ho:’iATI() Nr.i:' y. 


® Vide p. unto. It is to tlie kincinoss aiul lihorality of one of tlioso 
Kdwsird Ilunkc Locker, Fsq., Captain Locker’s third son, late a ('o; -. ;iis^ ;ier » f 
(•reenwieh Hospital, that the Editor ?» indebted lor these J.etlirs to Ins Fatlur. 
‘ Vide p. .Y.Y, ante. 


4 
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TO TIIK UEVKREXII MR. W. XKLSON, BURKHAM. 

[Autograph, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

.‘1, Salisbury-strcct, Strand, January 20th, 1783, [1704]. 

Dear Brother, 

I arrived in Town on Saturday week, but my time has been 
so much taken up by running at the ring of pleasure, that I 
have almost neglected all my friends; — for London has so 
many charms that a man’s time is wholly taken up. How- 
ever, amongst other things which I have done, is that I have 
received £16 16 for our lottery tickets. It ought to have 
been £17 odd, but they reduce it fifty ways. I have lodged 
the identical money with Mr. Paynter, tied up in a paper; I 
have wrote upon it that we request him to purchase as many 
halfs in the Irish lottery as it will produce — about six, I 
fancy, or if there is no Irish one, to purchase in the English ; 
if you do not like that way, you can alter it if you please. I 
received a letter from our Father last night, who says he is 
perfectly well ; I shall make him a visit before I leave Eng- 
land, which will be in about a fortnight or three weeks. 1 
can’t write any more, for I am so unwell I know not how to 
hold my Iiead up. I caught a violent cold upon my first 
arrival in hhigland, which probably I should have got clear of, 
had I not been fool enough to have danced attendance at St. 
James’s yesterday, where I increased my cold, till it has 
brought on a fever, so much that I was obliged to send for 
Dr. Warren* this morning. I hope a day or two will carry it 
otF. Let me hear from you soon. God bless you, and be 
assured I am, 

Your affectionato Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Give my compliments to all the good folks at Buruiiam, 
Wells, &c. The present Ministry will stay in, there is no 
doubt, in spite of Mr. Fox and all that party. If the Ministry 
has not a majority to-day, it is confidently asserted the Par- 
liament will be dissolved. I hope it will, that the people may 
have an opportunity of sending men that will support their 
interests, and get rid of a turbulent faction who arc striving to 
ruin their Country. 

' Dr. Richanl W.'irrcn, t/K- crk-lirntt-a Phy.sieir.n, frit l»c*r fif the piv.scnt Virf- 
Adir.iml Warror 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLING. 

[Autograph, in tlic Locker Papers.] 

No. Salisbury-strcot, .January 23r(l, 1734. 

My dear Friend, 

Your kind letter I received last night, but not soon enough 
to have sent you yesterday’s Paper, as I dined out, and was 
not at home till late. You shall have one this night and to- 
morrow, which will most probably [bej well stulFed with 
the Debates.’ ’ro-night the Ministry will try their strength. 
Charles Phipps,^ who w'as here just now, says, he believes Mr. 
Pitt will have a majority, but he speaks probably as he wishes, 
not as he thinks. I called at Captain KingsmilPs yesterday ; 
he was out, therefore I do not know when he leaves Town. By 
his conversation, I did not think it would be this week or two. 
I will call to-morrow, and desire him to tell you. I shall have 
great pleasure in sending Newspapers, or anything else that is 
in niy power. Unfortunately, on Tuesday I am going to 
Hath for a few days to see my Father, before I return to the 
Continent, or go to Sea. I have paid my visit to Lord Howo,t 
wlio asked me if I wished to be employed, which I told him 1 
(lid, therefore it is likely he will give me a Ship. I shall not 
(conclude my letter till late, as perhaps I may hear how matters 
are likely to go in the House of Commons. Lord Hood's 
friends are canvassing, although not openly, for his interest in 
ease of a dissolution ; and it is confidently asserted that Mr. 
Fox will never get Westminster again. I dined on Wednesday 
with his Lordship, who expressed the greatest friendship for 
me, that his house was always open to me, and that the 
oftener I came the happier it would make him. Ross is in 
I'own ; I dined with him on Monday : he made many iiupiiries 
after you. Lutwidge^’ is in Town, but I have not seen him. 

Ten o’clock. I have received a letter from St. Omer, Capt. 


‘ On Mr. I'itt’s Ensl Indl.a Uill, when the Ministry were ilefeatcil l)y a inajuiity 

‘ Hie Ilonourahle Charles Phipps, a Ca\>taiu in the Navy, second sou of the 
fn>tt Lord Miilgrave, who had strongly ilefemlod Mr. Pitt's measures in the House 
(’(Minnons. He died in Octolwr 1783. 

^ 1‘irst Lord of the .\diuiralty. 
llevculeM hisij. 

Y. 4, anto. 

VOL. I. il 
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Mac ; he desires his compliments to you most particularly. 
I can learn nothing from the Newspapers: — of to-morrow, will 
tell you all, which, be assured, I shall send you, God bless 
you, and be assured, 

I am yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Give my compliments to all your neighbours. 


TO THE REVEREND WILLIAM NELSON, RECTOR OF BRANDON 
PARVA, NORFOLK. 

[Autograph, in tho Nelson Papors.] 

Bath, January 131st, 17Si. 

Dear Brother, 

Yours I received the morning I left Town, for which I am 
much obliged to you. You are an exact correspondent, there- 
fore deserve to be wrote to. I wish sincerely your business 
had been got througii before tho late Administration wen* 
turned out. If you arc not to got it before they come into 
power again, I am afraid you will stay a long whiltL As to 
your having enlisted under the banners of the Walpoles, you 
miglit as well have enlisted under those of my grandmother. 
They are altogether the merest set of cf/phers that ever ex- 
isted — in Public alFairs 1 mean. Mr. Pitt, depend iij)on it, will 
stand against all opposition: an honest man must always in 
time get the better of a ; but 1 have done with poli- 

tics ; let who will get in, I shall be left out. 

I am happy I can say that our l allier never was so \v(‘]l 
since I can remember; lie is grown quite lusty. Ilis cheeks 
arc so much j)lumpcd out, that 1 thought tliey had been vio- 
lently swelled wlieii 1 first saw him, hut it is all solid flesh. He 
gets up to breakfast, eats suj)per, and never retires till alter 
ten. Keep his mind at rest, and I do not fear hut he will live 
these many years. W'e have fixed our [dan for next winter: yon 
know I mean to come to you; we shall he quite a party. Poor 
little Kate is learning to ride, tliat she may he no trouble to 
us. »Sh(.‘ ’H a charming young woman, and possesses a great 
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share of sense. In about a week or fortnight I think of re- 
turning to the Continent, till autumn, wlien I shall bring a 
horse, and stay the winter at Burnham. I return to many 
charming women, hut no charmhig looman will return witli 
me. I want to be a proficient in the language, which is my 
only reason for returning. I hate their country and their 
manners. As to the lottery tickets, I can't trouble Mr. 
Paynter to do all that you wish. If an Irish lottery is fixed 
before I leave England, I will do it with })leasure. If you 
go to Wolterton, I beg my compliments, as also at Creek, 
Burnham, Wells, &c. Let me hear from you soon. Is the 
bank down at Wells? Tell me all your Norfolk news. God 
bless you, and rest assured, 

I am your sincere and afiectionate Brother, 

II oiiA'rio Nici.s<)X. 


Kitty desires her love, 
Uev. Win. Nelson, Rector.'^ 


TO THK KEVEllENl) Mil. NELSON, BURN HAM. 

(Autograph, in tho Nelson I’apers. Captain Xelsou was a’ppointeci to the 
Coiiiinaiul of tlio Jloreaa Frigato, of twciity-ciglit guns, on the 10th Marcli, 

London, March 10th, 1784. 

Dear Brother, 

It is so long since I wrote last, that I dare say you think I 
am lost, but behold, here I am, not against my own wish, but 
contrary to iny expectation. Yesterday I was appointed to 
the cuinmand of the Bure«'is frigate. Slie is ready to sail from 
W'oolwicdi, but to what part of the B’orld I know^ not. My 
wish is to get the East India station. 1 have not taken ]ios- 
session yet, hut I am told she is a very fine Irrigate, well 
manned, and ready to sail, so that probably my next will he 
irom the Nore or the Downs. T can’t say any more at present, 

^ N clsoii joi’ulurly addrosotl hi.s Letter to his Brother aa Rector, and under 
senred the word in this place, in Ci>nse«|Ui ace of Mr. Nelson having then olitained 
diat rank in the Church, hv becoming V cctor of Little Brandon, in Norfolk. 

II 
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being fully employed in spending my money to fit my Ship out. 
God bless you, and be assured, 

I am yours most affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Direct under cover to Mr. Suckling. 


TO WILLIA^r LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLTNO. 

[Aiit()£,'r:ii)h, ill the Locker P.ipors.J 

Lancaster Court, Strand, March ‘2:ird, 17S t. 

INFy dear Friend, 

Not having wrote for so long a time makes me almost 
ashamed of telling you I am yet in Town. On last Friday I 
was commissoned for the Boreas, in Long Reach, at present 
under command of Captain Wells, « (Lord Keppel’s,) and I am 
also sorry to say that the same day gave rnc an ague and 
fever, which has returned every other day since, and pulled 
me down most astonishingly. 

I understand she is going to the l^eeward Islands; and 1 
am asked to carry out I.ady Hughes-^ and her family,— a very 
modest request, I think : but I cannot rc'fuse, as 1 am to be 
under the command of this Gentleman, so I must put up witli 
the inconvenience and expense, two things not exactly to n)y 
wish. Tlic Ship is full of young Midshipmen, and every- 
body is asking ino to take some one or other. 1 am told 
she is well Oflicered^ and manned ; I wish I may find her 
so. I have not seen her as yet, hut shall go down to-morrow. 

I mot Mr. James Bradley to-day : he told me you were wtdl. 


^ Captain Tluimas Wells <>l»tuiiK'il Post rank in April IT'l'i, ainl liccanu* 
a Vico-A<lniira) in 

® Wife of Rear- Admiral Sir Ri» hard I luidics, liart., tlio Coinniandcr-in-Cdiicf 
on that Station. Slie iv.n Jane, daiiuliter ol‘ William Sloanc, Ksip, of South 
Storicham, in I lanip>!u’rc. 

* 'I'he (Joimni-, ioned Ofh<»TH who scrvi-d with ('aptain Nelson in tin* l''>- 
rc.'!-; from the ‘-Itli of .March 17dL to the i»0lh of NrivemiaT 17ri7, were — 
Lieutenants, Jairn.-s Wallis, ]>ii'hy 1 )ent, S. (C Church ; Sur^'oon, T. Graham; 
Master, J. Jameson ; Purser, J). L. Peers. — Clarke mui M*/lrthiir. 
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Your friend Captain Kingsmill was out of Town a few days ago, 
and I believe is not yet returned: he is looking out for a Seat 
in Parliament, but I suppose you know more of that matter 
than I do. I must conclude with saying, is there any young 
gentleman you wish me to take ? I shall have great pleasure 
in paying every attention in my power to him. If I should 
touch at Madeira, shall I get you any wine ? My head dis- 
tracts me ; therefore I must wish [you] a good night, and beg 
that you will rest assured, 

I am yours most sincerely, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Poor Promwich" must go out as Master’s Mate with me ; 
he cannot get confirmed. I heg my compliments to all the 
Bradleys that are with you. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 


[ Autograph, ill tlie Nelson i’apers.) 


Kentish Town, March ‘20th, irfM. 


Dear Brother, 

Yours of the 2‘2nd I received yesterday, and have thought 
seriously on what you wished to have done upon the occasion.'^ 
As to the i)oint of carrying you in my Ship, nothing could 
give me greater pleasure tlian to have it in my power to gra- 
tify any reasonable inclination of yours, but at the present 
moment I do not see how you can possibly remove from Burn- 
ham. My Father at Bath, and your own good sense, must 
point this out as an improper moment, but should I remain in 
England till June, when most probably our Father will be 
settled for the summer months, then, I think, there can be no 
possible objection to your taking a trip for a few mouths, and 
to return by the w inter, to keep our Father and Sister company 
at that lonesome place. 

My Ship probably will be at Portsmouth in the course 


‘ Vide p. ai, ;uito. 

* I’ho Ucveieml Williiini NeUou's \\i>h u» ;uconi\>any liis Lrothcr in tlu- 
l^nroiis Wius gralilicd ; Init lie relurutd U> England a few inoulhs after lici ai - 
*''ai in the We.si Indies. 
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of next week, when I shall he more able to tell you what 
becomes of me. Common report says I am going to the 
Leeward Islands, and am asked to carry out Lady Hughes 
and her daughter, so that I shall be pretty well filled with 
hunber. If 1 should go to the Leeward Islands, tell Mr. 
Hoyles I shall be happy to take any things he may wish to send 
to his sou Charles. You ask, by what interest did I get a 
Ship ? I answer, having served with credit was my recom- 
mendation to Lord Howe, First Lord of the Admiralty. Any- 
thing in reason that I can ask, I am sure of obtaining from 
his justice. You had better direct your next to me at Ports- 
mouth, or to Mr. Suckling, which you please. Kemeinber 
me to all at Burnham Wells, &c. I had a letter yesterday from 
poor Kate: she is well, but mentions not having heard from 
you for this some time past. For the present farewell, and 
rest assured I am 

Your affectionate Brother, 

Hokatio Nklson. 


Mr. Suckling desires his compliments. 


TO Tin: KEVKREND MR. WILLIAM NKLSOX, CHRIST COLLIlGE, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

[AutoL’r.Mpli, in tlie Nelson rn])er.s.j 

April ‘Jinl, Kiij. 

Dear Brother, 

I shall not be from London on Sunday, but shall dine nitli 
]\Jr. Suckling on Sunday. If you arrive on Sunday and como 
immediately to Kentish town, yon will bo sure of finding me. 
I hope sincerely you will vote for Mr. Pitt.’ 

Yours affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 

We shall unkennel /nj.r in Westminster. 


* Parliament v .s ^li^^S()lve(l en of Mareh 17'M ; 31 r. Pitt was eli ctt 'i 

for Caoilaiii^'f . Mr. J'ox w;w mA unkrnuclU’it \ as l»o was ro-eleeteA for West 
niinst* r witli I.ord llo(;<l. Sir Ceeil Wray, t!jc ilofcateil Candidate, denial. tied 
ascruuny; lait 31r. Pox rotaim ti lii.s seat. 
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TO PirtLIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty,] 

Boreas, Downs, April 14tli, 1784. 

Sir, 

1 am to acquaint you, that this morning, I received informa- 
tion that sixteen of his Majesty’s Subjects were detained by 
force, on lioard of a Dutch Indiamari, upon which I demanded 
and received them on board. The Master of the Ship has 
refused, notwithstanding all arguments that I could make use 
of, (by the Lieutenant,) to give up their chests, upon pretence 
they arc in debt to [the] Ship, although most of them have 
been four or five months in the Dutch India Company’s ser- 
vice. Having repeatedly refused to give up their clothes, I 
liave ordered that no boats shall be permitted to go on board, 
or to leave the Ship ; and have ordered the Nimble Cutter to 
put the above orders into execution. I must desire, as soon 
as possible, to have their Lordships’ orders how to act upon this 
occasion. 

1 am, Sir, «Scc. 

Horatio Nelson. 

I beg you will also assure their Lordships that every polite- 
ness and attention has been shown to the Dutchman upon this 
occasion. 1 have sent to ac(|uaiiit him that he will not be 
sutl’ered to leave the Downs till this matter is settled. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Aiitograpli, ill the Admiralty.] 

[ Boreas, Downs, April 14th, 7 1‘. m., 1784. 

Sir, 

1 have the pleasure to acquaint you that all disputes with 
the Dutch East Indiainan arc amicably settled, the Master liav- 
ing given up their clothes, bedding, 8cc. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO 1*111 LI 1’ STKVHKKS, KSU., ADMIU ALTY. 

[Autograph, ill the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Spithcad, April 18th, 1781. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that his Majesty’s Ship 
under my coininand, arrived at this place yesterday, and en-. 
closed is her State and Condition. Your answer to my last 
letter of the 14th, 1 received yesterday evening. 1 have 
therefore to suppose that my first of that day did not come to 
hand. 

I am Sir, &c. 

IIoiiATio Nklson. 


TO WILLI AIM LOCKKll, i:S(i. 


[Autograph, in the Locker papers,] 


Portsmouth, April *21 si, !7l<l. 


My dear Sir, 

Since I parted from you, I have encountered many dih- 
agreeable adventures. Tlie day after I left you, we sailed at 

daylight, just after high water. The d d Pilot — it makes 

me swear to think of it — ran the Ship aground, where sin* 
lay with so little water that the people could walk round her 
till next high water. That night and part of the next day, 
we lay below the Norc witli a liard gale of wind and snow ; 
Tuesday 1 got into the Downs : on Wednesday I got into a 
quarrel with a Dutch Indiaman who had Englishmen on board, 
which we settled, after some difficulty. The Dutchman has 
made a complaint against me; but the Adrnirality fortm 
nately have approved my conduct in the business, a tiling they 
are not very guilty of where there is a likelihood of a .scrape. 
And yesterday, to comjilete me, I was riding a blacky a ard 
horse that ran away with me at Common, carried me round 
all the Works into Portsmouth, by the London gates, tlirough 
the Town out at the gate that leads to Common, w here there 
was a waggon in the road, — whicli is so very narrow, that a 
horse could barely ]jass. 'Po save iny legs, and jierhaps iun 
life, I was obliged to throw' myself from the horse, which I 
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did with great agility : but unluckily upon hard stones, which 
has hurt my back and my leg, but done no other mischief. 
It was a thousand to one that I had not been killed. To 
crown all, a young girl was riding with me ; her horse ran 
away with mine ; but most fortunately a gallant young man 
seized her horse’s bridle a moment before I dismounted, and 
saved her from the destruction which she could not have 
avoided. 

Kingsmill came to Town on Sunday, and has taken pos- 
session of his Ship and Land Frigate again.^’ At Maidstone 
I see by the Papers, you have returned the old Members ‘J 
how consistently Mr. Marsham has behaved to snp|>()rt Mr. 
Fox, and then thank the King for turning him out. There can 
be no good at the bottom, I am afraid. Lady Hughes is here, 
hut I have not received my orders. Give my compliments 
to Madam Pradlcy, 8:c. and rest assured 

I am yours, most sincerely, 

I Ion AT I () Nelson. 

Give my best eonijdimcnts to George Smith : you can vouch 
for my intention to have visited him. Kingsmill desires his 
compliments. What impiiries you wish me to make about 
your land in Dominica, pray put upon pa})er. 


TO THE KEVEllENl) MU. NELSON, lUJUNlIAM. 


[ Autogniplj, in tlio Nelson I’apors. j 


Horcas, Portsmouth, Ai)ril “JMitl, 171' 1. 


Dear Brother, 

Come when you please, I shall be ready to receive you. 
Bring your canonicals and sermons. Do not bring any 


” Cciplaih Kinj'sinill then coininaiulrii the Eli/abeth 71, a i;uarvlfihip at Ports- 
mouth. lie was electeil M.P. for Troiiony. It tloOvS not appear what Nelson 
meant hy “ f.aml Frinato.” 

’ t'lement 'I’avlor, aiul (UTanl Noi-i Kilwanls, K>tj. 1 lie lUmourable 

PharU's Alarsham, (aftenvarils ^eeon^l Lord, aiul lirM Kail Uoninev,) who had 
taken an active part in the debates -m the India Pill, '»as re-elected ior tlie 
I’ouaty (.1‘Kcnt. 



LErrKiis. 


106 


[1784. 


Burnham servants. I cannot say any more, being much 
hurried. 

Yours affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


In less than a fortnight my Ship will not sail. I have 
a fine talkative Lady“ for you to converse with. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECIlETAllY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Aiitograpli, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Horeas, Spitlicad, April 29th, 171M. 

Sir, 

Be pleased to state to their Lordships, that William Bell, 
Gunner of his Majesty’s Sliip Medea, who has formerly sailed 
with me, and for whom 1 have an esteem, and 'riiomas J larrie.s, 
at present Gunner of the Boreas, \vho is in a very bad state of 
health, arc desirous of exchanging Ships; and I shall deem it 
a particular favour, if their Lordships w'ill approve of tho ex- 
change, and to appoint them accordingly. Inclosed is their 
joint letter, and 

I am, Sic» 

Horatio Nelson. 


1t) PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Orif,diuil, in the Adminilty.] 

Hoieasi, Siiilhcjul, May I'Rli, I7}>l. 

Their Lordshi])s’ orders of the (Jth instant I have received ; 
and as soon as the Sliip s company are paid their advance, 
shall put their Orders in execution w ith all possible dispatch. 

I am. Sir, kc, 

Horatio Nelson. 


“ Lady Hu};hoi. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ. 


[Autograph, in the Locker Pfipers. — Tt seems to have l)een franked hy Captain 
Kingsmill who wrote a few lines on it to Captain Locker: “ Nelson’s last, I inni- 
gine: he sailed to-day. lie is a very good young man; and I wish him every 
enjoyment of life.**] 


Boreas, S]>ithcad, JMay 14th, ITdl. 

My dear Friend, 

The Commissioner is now paying my Ship, and I am making 
use of the time that I may be able to save Post, as none goes 
out to-morrow. I was agreeably surprised by your letter, as 
I did not expect to bear you was in London. I thank you 
much for your news, which if true, hostilities must commence 
soon again with the French : God send, I say. But if Corn- 
wallis*^ is going out, I shall be a little vexed that I am not to 
he one of the Ships. Whenever I go to Dominica, you may 
be assured that every circumstance relative to your estate 
shall be inquired into. Jamaica is the place 1 wish to go to. 
I have not time scarcely to say, how much I am your devoted, 

II on AT 10 IS'KLSON. 


I will write more by Sunday. 


WALKING THE ROREAS’ QUARTKR-DKCK ON THE 30X11 MAY 
1784, AT 7 IN -mi: lm.ning. 

I Autognij h, in the Nclsnn PajK-rs. — The groat nanibi*r of Pa'songors and Olli- 
f!'is in liio lloii-as socins to have indncod ('aj'taiu Nelson to inako tlio tollowing 
Li>t of tlioin :] 


Lady Hughes 
Miss Hugh os 
Captain Nelson 


I/ieutcnants Wallace ^ 
Dent “ 

Jameson M.’ 

U. Mr. Nelson ^ 


® (-aptaiii tin.' IFonourahlc William Cornwallis. 

‘ laoutonant . lames Wallis, who was appointed by Nelson, Coinniaiuier ot tlu' 
HattK'r in iMay 17<17, but was uot continued until 17ltl. Jto' was Posted in 
17l*7, aiul died between loOG and llMUL 

Lieutenant l>igby Dent was made a Commander in 17l>7,antl died loth No- 
voniber, 17n!>. 

^ .Linu's .laiiif'son, IMastev of the B> eas. 

‘ vVftenvards Karl Nelson. 



108 


LETTERS. 


[1784. 


Masters ) llroinwicli 

Mr. Boyle 

INIates 1 Powers 

Purefoy 

Graham ^ 

Batty 

Peers 

Parkinson, Senr 

Mrs, Peers 

Parkinson, Junr 

Mr. Lane, Marines'’ 

Suckling 

Oliver 

Nowell 

Hughes 

Stainsbury 

Jones 

Brown 

Bremer 

Tatham 

Beale 

Lock 

Bayntun 

Morgan 

Talbot 

Bishop. 


^ Jo.si']>li Bromwich ; made a Lieutenant in 170.’), anil afterwanls Wanleii nt 
r()r(>moutli Dock Yanl, 

** He was discliargeil in the West Indies, and went to America. Vide p. I’j.'), 
^ Surgeon ot'tlie Boreas. 

® The Pui’ser and his wife. Vide p. 
f Vide p. 13*2. 

Mr. Oliver was discharged from the Boreas, for being concerned in a duel. 
Vide p. 125, 

Richard ITuglies, eldest sou of Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Hughes; lie \va> 
made a Lieutenant in No\end)er 17IM), and died a Post-Captain in IHH). 

James Bremer, who afterwards coininanded the Berl)iee Scliooner, (so olii u 
mentioned iu Captain Nelsoids Li tters,) 'IVnder to the Flae; Shi[>: he was made 
a Lieutenant in Novemher 17IH), and a Commander in August Hill, in whidi 
rank he died. 

Mow Admiral the Hon. Sir John Talimt, Ci.C’.B. 

The late Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir Courtenay Boyle, K.C.H. Vide j». 217. 

Mr. William Batty. 

JNfaurice William Suckling, a distant p-laiion of ('aptain M\‘ls<m, son <d’ Mr. 
Siiekling, of AV'ootoa near Xorujcli. He was numle a Lieulenanl in iMareh, 
17.'H, succeeded to the estates of hi-i family, and ilied without issue in llrjff. 
Several notices of liini occur in snlj^eipient Li tters. 

He was liiseiiarged beeause he liail wounded iMr. (ieorge Andrews, a nouh:: 
iMidshiimiaii of the iioreas, in a duel. Vide p. I Jo. 

Charles Lock. He was made a Lieutenant on the 22nd ofNovemIu'i 17''<*. 
a Commander in 17lKi, and appears to have died Captain of the Inspector in 
February 
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TO WILT.TAM LOOKER, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers. The Poreas arrived at Madeira on the 1st 
of June 17JU, and sailed on the Hth of that month for Barhadoes.] 

Boreas, Madeira, June 7, 17114. 

My dear Friend, 

'llie opportunity that offers of a Vessel’s sailing for London, 
makes me embrace the opportunity of writing to my friends ; 
therefore you are sure of hearing, or I must be an ingrate in- 
deed. I have received on board a quarter cask of wine for 
you from our friend Mr. Higgins, who has been vastly civil. 
Mr. Murray, the Consul, i I have not dined with, owing to a 
little etiquette about visiting. We arrived here on the 1st, 
after a ])leasant passage, the Ladies- quite well, and satisfied 
with the Ship. To-morrow' 1 sail,'* for 1 am tired of this place, 
and Lady Hughes wislies to see her husband : and I shall 
not be sorry to part with them, although they are very pleasant 
good people: but they are an incredible expense. I bog the 
favour of Kingsmill to enclose this. By every opportunity be 
assured that I shall scrawl a line, for no man has a higher 
sense of the obligations he is under to you, than your faithful 
and devoted, 

Horatio Nki.sox. 

I have had Scott from the Besonree to dine with me, a 
very genteel young man he is : 1 wisii lie had been vvitli me. 
Pray my coiiq)rnnenls to Mrs. Bradley, See. ^ tmr Dominica 
estate [ shall be partieidar about. 1 take for grante«l Orde^ 
will be civil about it, as 1 have taken on board for him four 
casks of wine. 


‘ Cli.'irK's iMurniy, Ksip ; he iIccHirhI rrluniin.'^ (’aplain Nil.san’s \i<it luvaust' 
iir )i;ul not luH'ii alhiwr«l a hDut l>y the ( JiiYcrnnu nt U> ,i;i» o’l boanl Ships i>f 
War. 

’ I, ally Ihiylu-saml her family. 

'I'lu* Boreas arrivt'tl at Barhailoes on llio ‘J'Uli of J\ino ITel : anil Nelson 
foiinil liimsi'lt Senior Captain, ami Seeoml in ( ’onunaml, on the Station. 

^ Captain Jolm Onle was maile (Jovernor of Doniiniea in KfCl: lie was cre- 
ated a Baronet in ami ilieil an Admiral of the Ked in ItlJl. lie is fre- 

'pieiitly mcmtioneil in Nelson’s I.ettei-s after they had both attained their Claims: 
and is well known for his ipiarrel with the Karl of St. Vincent, in eonseipienee 
“t Nelson’s having been chosen to comniaiul the Sipiadion which fought the 
battle of the Nile. 


8 
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TO WfLLlAM LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLING. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Borens, English Harbour, September 2ith, 1784, 

My dear Friend, 

I was in hopes that the first letter I should write you from 
this country would have given you some information of your 
Dominica estate, but that is not in my power. I was one day 
in Prince Rupert’s Bay to wood and water; but there, you 
know, I could get no information. If Sandys^ should go to 
Dominica, I shall give Bradley’s letter to him, and write to 
Orde upon the subject. I have a right to trouble him in 
any business of that sort, as I took on board for him, at Ma- 
deira, four casks of wine, on purpose that I might have his 
hearty assistance in the business. 

Collingwood*^^ is at Grenada, which is a great loss to me ; for 
there is nobody that I can make a confidant of. The little 

man, S , is a good-natured laughing creature, but no more 

of an Officer as a Captain than he was as a Lieutenant. Was 
it not for Mrs. Moutray,^ wlio is very very good to mo, 1 should 
almost hang myself at this infernal hole. Our AdmiraF is 
tolerable, hut I do not like him, he bows and scrapes too much 
for me; his wife has an eternal clack, so that I go near them 
as little as possible : in short, I detest this Country, but as I 
am embarked upon this Station I shall remain in my Ship. 
Our cars here are full of Wars in the East ; is there any 
likelihood of a W ar ? I am in a fine [condition] for the be- 
ginning of one ; well Officered and manned. I have not 
heard from a single creature in England since 1 arrivtul. I 
have [written] to everybody, and to you from Madeira, but 
not a line. 

Give rny best remembrance to Kingsmill, arul my friends in 
his neighbourliood, not forgetting me to the Bradleys; and I 


® Capt.'iifi CliMrU's S.'tfidys, wlu) is oftr-n incntioiied, was made a Pt>?‘t (’aptai'i 
in Janiiarv 1 / lit, a.jd tlieii coniiiianded the Latona. He i»ecame a raiint?ate<l 
liear-Adijiiral iji iJi't.y and filed in April llJl I, a;'ed i'J. 

® ( aj»l,ii;i (,'utlil ’.rt ( .vijufhen eoiiiinanded the Mrdiator, 

^ \V ifu of (ai]»{ain .lolm Moutray, Coniini.s.'jioner of the Na\y at Anti^^wa. 

® Sir Kichard flu^'hes. 



^T. 26.] 


LEITERS. 


Ill 


beg also that you will rest assured, I am, your devoted faithful 
Friend and Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Pfipcrs.] 

Windsor, [Antigua,] October 24th, 1704. 

My dear Brother, 

By this time I hope you are quite recovered, and drawing very 
near to old England.'J The weather here has been so very hot 
since you left us, that 1 firmly believe you would hardly hav (3 
weathered the fever which has carried off several of the 
Boreas’s Ship’s comjiany since you left us, and a Mr. lOHiot, 
acting Lieutenant of tlio Unicorn, who you may remember. 

I have been living here for this week past, whiLt rny Ship has 
been painting. Yesterday, for the lirst time, 1 dined at Mr. 
Kliol’s the Admiral and his family are there. 'I'hey left 
Clarke’s Hill the 15th, and cornc to Mr. Hor.-ford’s the -ibth, 
where they are to remain till they sail, which is to be on the 
1st of November. 

We are all invited to a grand dinner on the -list, on lioard 
the Adamant, and are to go strait to Baibadoes to get l)read, 
lor there is n at this Island, I'rom Barbadot's I am to 
go to the V'irgin Islands to examine thmn, by a particular or- 
der from the Admiralty. 1 suppose they wi.-h to find some 
good lands for the poor American loyalists. I must make 
my letter short, lor tli(‘ Zebra sails to-morrow, and 1 have a 
number of letters to write. If you went to Purlsmoutli in 
the I'ury, you wouUl tind Kingsmill, who would bo vastly civil, 
I am sure. God bless you, and rest assiinul 

I am your affect ionate brother, 

IIoRAiio Nelson. 


” Mr. Nelson w;is obli-eil to leave llo.- Wes* Indies for England, in the Fury 
Sloop, on the .‘h»th September 17tM, on aeetumt of his henhh. 

Apparently Samuel F.liot, Fs.|.. of Antigua, who>e second dangh.ter, Fli/a- 
l»cth, married in .Inly 1 7M1 , 'riumias l.vird Lo Jlespeiiec., grandfather of tlio 
present ihironess j.e llespeiicer. 
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Mrs. Moutray desires her love to you, and I beg my best 
conipliments to Woltcrton, Wells, &c. I have seen Capt. 

\l who is a friend of Mr. Walpole’s. I do not like him 

at all: he is a self-conceited young man. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MAl.LING. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

English Harbour, November 2.3^1, 17H4, 

My dear Friend, 

Your kind letter 1 received yesterday upon my arrival here, 
and though I cannot say much, as my time is very short, 
being obliged to sail this morning for the Virgin’s. Your 
wine shall certainly be bottled, nor shall I forget the Domi- 
nica estate when I go there, which will be in about a month, 
I am heartily glad Bradley has got a place I hope it will 
turn out a good one. Colling wood is here; he desires to be 
kindly remembered. This Station is far from a pleasant one. 
'^IMie Admiral and all about him are great ninnies. Little 

S is in the L . I am sorry to say he goes through a 

regular course of claret every day. Coll, desires me to say he 
will write you soon such a letter, that you will think it a his- 
tory of the West Indies. What an amiable good man he is ! 
all the rest are geese. I have not had a letter from Kingsmill 
this Packet: when you write remember me to him. 

I am in my way to examine a Harbour said to be situated 
ill the Island of St. John’s,- capable, it is supposed, to con- 
tain a Fleet of Mon of War during the hurricane seasons. 
It is odd this tine Harbour, if such a one there is, should 
not have been made use of long ago ; but there is an order 
from the Admiralty to send a ITigate to examine it: it is said 
here to belong to the Danes; if so, they will not let mo survey 
it. I must have done, for the Signal gun is fired for Doniing(» 
to carry us out. God bless you, my dear friend, and believe 
I am yours most alfeetionatcly, 

Hou.vrio Nelson. 

• >rr. .Tames IJr..<i!ey was apj-oititod Secrct.'iry to the Board of ('ontrol on iN 
fo»..;>i!.;oii in 1 7/! L 

'I'hc Chart of this 1 larhonr, sitrtied “ 1 Liratio Nelson,” is iiovv arnonu tlio 
Coj'£ts;»ondeii(o of in the Admiralty. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, KSO., WEST MALLIVO. 

[Autograpli, in the Locker Pai)cr8.] 

Horcas, Basseterre Road, January 1 .5tli, ITh."). 

My dear Sir, 

Your l(?tter of the 1 6th November, I received a few days 
ago at Antigua, fortunately when I was in company with 
Collingwood, who is acquainted with Lieutenant-Governor 
Stewart. (1 have not been at Dominica since the hurricane 
months, therefore have not been able to say anything to Gover- 
nor Orde upon the subject of your estate.) He has wrote to 
him enclosing a letter 1 received in England from Mr. James 
Bradley, with all the particulars relative to the property ; and 
as Collingwood is just goingto Prince Rupert’s Bay, he desires 
me to say, that if possible he will go to the spot, consequently 
will be able to say more upon the matter than I can at present. 
If the estate has not always had one family kept upon it, I 
fear there will be some dilBculty in getting hold of it; for if it 
is good land, most likely some (genius or other has got hold 
of it ; and if it has never been inhabited since Admiral Parry^ 
was here, the buildings must be gone to ruin before this time, 
but as it is you shall know viTy soon. Coll, will have infor- 
nuuion from Lieutenant-Governor Stewart, and I shall most 
probably be there in a month or two, when you may be assured 
I shall go to the spot and take a regular survey of it. 

The longer I am upon this Station the worse 1 like it. Our 
Commander has not that opinion of his own sense that he ought 
to have. He is led by the advice of the Islanders to admit 
the Yankees to a Trade; at least to w'ink at it. He does not 
give himself that weight that 1 think an English Admiral ought 
to do. I, for one, am determined not to sutler the Yankees to 
come whore my Ship is ; for I am sure, if once the Americans 
are admitted to any kind of intercourse with these Islands, the 
views of the Loyalists in settling Nova Scotia are entirely done 
away. They will first become the Carriers, and next have 


^ Rear- Ad mi ml William Pariy was appoinlod Commaadcr-iii'Chioiat Jamaica, 
and in the Windward Islands, in 17<h», where h»' remainctl three years. ll<' dicil 
an Admiral of the Blue on the ‘JfUh of April, 17J*'L His only chihl, Lnev. 
married Captain Locker, (vide j). ‘2d, ante,) with A\liom he seems to ha^e 
obtained the Dominic'a est.ale so »)rten iiu olionod. 

VOL. I . ; 
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possession of our Islands, are we ever again embroiled in a 
French war. The residents of these Islands are Americans by 
connexion and by interest, and are inimical to Great Britain. 
They are as great rebels as ever were in America, had they 
the power to show it. 

After what I have said, you will believe I am not very 
popular with the people. They have never visited me, and 1 
have not had a foot in any house since I have been on the 
Station, and all for doing my duty by being fr?ie to the in- 
terests of Great Britain A petition from the President and 
Council has gone to the Governor -General and Admiral, to 
request the admission of Americans. I have given my answer 
to the Admiral upon the subject ; how he will like it 1 know 
not: but I am determined to suppress the admission of Fo- 
reigners all in my power. I have told the Customs that 
I will complain if they admit any Foreigner to an Entry : — an 
American arrives ; sprung a leak, a mast, and what not, makes 
a protest, gets admittance, sells his cargo for ready money ; 
goes to ^lartinieo, buys molasses, and so round and round. 
But I liate tliem all. The I..oyalist cannot do it, consequently 
must sell a little dearer. I am liappy in hearing Bradley has 
got so good a place. 1 beg my best compliments to him and 
all that family. God bless you, my dear Sir, aiul rest assured, 
I am ever, your affectionate Friend, 

lioiiATio Nklsov. 

Remember me to the boys kindly. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD HUGHES, ItAKT. 


[Copy, in Captain Nelson’s Narrative <*fliis Proeeeilings in support of tlio 
Navigation Act. Vide p, I7o, post.] 

[January llth or ICth, 178.').] 

Sir, 

I yesterday received your order of the 29th of December, 
wherein you direct me in the execution of your first order, 
dated the 12th of November, (which is in fact strictly requiring 
us to put the Act of Navigation, ujion which the wealtli and 
safety of Great Britain so much depends, in force, ) to observe 
the following directions, viz.: To cause Foreigners to anchor 
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by his Majesty's Ship under my command, except in cases of 
immediate and urgent distress, until her arrival and situation 
in all respects shall be reported to his Majesty’s Governor or 
his Representative at any of the Islands where I may fall in 
with such Foreign Ships or Vessels; and that if the Governor or 
his Representative should give leave for admitting such Vessel-, 
strictly charging me not to hinder them or interfere in their 
subsequent proceedings. 

I ever have been, as in duty bound, always ready to co- 
operate with his Majesty’s Governors or their Rej)resentatives 
in doing whatever has been for the benefit of Great Britain. 
No Governor will, I am sure, do such an illegal act as to coun- 
tenance the admission of Foreigners into the Ports of their 
Islands, nor dare any Officer of his Majesty’s Customs enter 
such Foreigners without they are in such distress that neces- 
sity obliges them to unlade their cargoes, and then only to sell 
such a part of it as will pay the costs. In distress, no in- 
dividual shall exceed me in acts of generosity ; and in judging 
of their distress, no person can know better than Sea-Officers, 
of which I shall inform the Governors, &c., when they ac- 
quaint me for what reason they have countenanced the admis- 
sion of Foreigners. 

I beg leave to hope that I may be properly understood, when 
I venture to say, that at a time when Great Britain is using 
every endeavour to suppress illicit Trade at Home, it is not 
wished that the Ships upon this Station should be singular, by 
being the only spectators of the illegal Trade, which I know 
is carried on at these Islands. 'Phe Governors may be im- 
])osed upon by false declarations : we, who are on tlic sj^ot, 
cannot. General Shirley told me and Captain Collingwood 
how much he approved of the methods that were carrying on 
for suppressing the illegal Trade with America; that it had 
ever been his wish, and that he had used every means in his 
power, by proclamation and otherwise, to hinder it : but they 
came to liim with protests, and swore through everything, 
(even as the Sea phrase is, ‘ through a nine-inch plank,’) there- 
fore got admittance, as he could not examine the Vessels 
himself ; and further, by the I'hynne Packet he had received 
a letter from Lord Sydney, One of His ^lajesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, saying, tiiat Adnnnistrition were deter- 

I 2 
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mined that American Ships and Vessels should not have any 
intercourse with our West India Islands; and that he had, upon 
an Address from the Assembly, petitioning that he would relax 
the King’s proclamation for the exclusion of Americans, trans- 
mitted it to Lord Sydney to be laid before the King. The 
answer to General Shirley was that his Majesty firmly believed 
and hoped that all his orders which were received by his 
Governors would be strictly obeyed. 

Whilst I have the honour to command an English iVIan of- 
War, I never shall allow myself to be subservient to the will 
of any Governor, nor co-operate with liim in doing illegal avJn. 
Presidents of Council I feel myself superior to. They shall 
make proper application to me, for whatever they may want 
to come by water. 

If I rightly understand your order of the 29th of December, 
it is founded upon an Opinion of the King’s Attorney-General, 
viz. : ‘ That it is legal for Governors or their Representatives 
to admit Foreigners into the Ports of their Government, if they 
think fit.’ Flow the King’s Attorney-General conceives he has 
a right to give an illegal Opinion, which I assert the above is, 
he must answer for. I know the Navigation Laws. 

I am. Sir, ^c. 

IIoiiATio Nelso.v. 


TO PHILIP STEPHEN'S, ESt^., AD.MIU AI/! V. 

[Autograph, in tlu: A ltuirultj', — A Copy occiiis in ( 'uiitain Xolsoii's Xai ..it : \ i-. 

Vi<lt* p. 1 7<;, jM.-t. ] 

Boreas*, liasselerrc Iloml, St. Chri>top]K>r's, .tnmuiry lJUli, 

Sir, 

Inclosed I have the honour to transmit you, for their Lord- 
ships’ information, (copy of which I have sent to the Cuiii- 
mander-in-Chief upon this Station,) letters which have parsed 
between Captain W. Collingwood, Cornrnandcr of His IMjijo.sty’s 
Sloop Rattler,* wlio is under iny command, and Mr. Ilenry 

^ Captain Wilfn-*! Collingwood was .'I younger hrothrr .*f (*:iptaiu Cntli- 
b(.'rt (afterwards A 'Iniiral Lord) Co’lingwood. Ife never fil)taine«l l*ost-r;inl<,:iiid 
died in the \Vc-t Indies on Die ‘ilst Ajjril 1 7.S7. See Captain Nelson’s [.cUer an- 
nouncing his death to his brother ( ]i. 2:it)). Captain Wilfred Collingwoocrs 
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Bennet, Collector of his Majesty’s Customs at the Port of Sandy 
Point, upon this Island, together with copies of the Registers 
and Declarations of the Masters. 

Being placed by the Commander-in-chief with the Rattler 
Sloop upon this station, viz. Montserrat, Nevis, St. Chris- 
topher’s, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands, to protect the Com- 
niorce of Groat Britain, and consequently, I take for granted, 
to hinder illegal Trade or proceedings from being carried into 
eHect, which I have always supposed was our duty, and for 
which purpose we are placed in this Country in times of Peace, 
and sufficiently authorized by the Statutes which are sent us 
hy the Admiralty Board. 

By the letters you will herewith receive, their Lordships 
will he informed that Mr. Beiinet, the Collector at Sandy 
l\)int, doubts our having a right to ask reasons why Vessels 
are admitted to receive Registers when we lind they are Foreign 
built, and some of them navigated entirely with Foreigners, so 
contrary to the Act of Navigation, and all subsequent Acts of 
Parliament for regulating the Plantation trade, l^y the copies 
of the Vessels’ Registers, their Lordshi[)s will also he informed 
tliat tile \^^ssels are all American built; and by the Decla- 
lations of the Mastiu's and otliers, fvrre and are now, in my 
opinion, hehinging to the Subjects of the States of America, 
hut wish to enjoy the privilege of British Subjects, by having 
a free 'I’rade with our West India Islands, to the prejudice of 
Jlritish Ship-building, British Subjects, and the Colonies of 
Nova Scotia and Canada. Their Lordships would not have 
hccMi troubled with this letter at t/iis fi/nc, had not the said 
Mr. Bennet declared in his letter to Captain Collingwood 
that he thought himself legally authorized (liaving received no 
Act of Parliament that hindered him from granting Registers 
to any American Vessel, the blaster and Owner taking oaths of 
allegiance to his INlajesty ) to grant Registers to any Vessel on 
tliose terms. 

Ill conseqnenee of this declaration, I have tliought it my in- 
dispensable duty to make their Loi-dships acquainted with the 
very illegal methods (1 conceive) Americans get Registered at 

t'xtenslvo correspondence pre.^erved atilic Admiralty', respeetin,:: tlie illicit traffic, 
fallows tliat he was an able an<l zealous l *. ieer. 
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these Islands, that they may take such measures as appear to 
them proper upon this occasion. 

I am. Sir, with every respect. 

Your most obedient and very humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


1 am very sorry it is in my power to say that at all the 
Islands on this Station, the illegal act of granting Registers to 
Americans, Subjects of the United States, is carrying on with 
great confidence. 


TO JOHN MOUTRAY, ESQ, COMMISSIONER OF THE NAVY AT 
ANTIGUA. 

[The poi?>ts dii»ciisscd in thics, and in the following Letto-s, w’erc of much prn- 
fessional interest, viz. Whether a Captain holding the situation of ConiinisMioiier 
of the Navy was entitled to the siime rank aiid authority as if he had been on full 
pay in command of one of the King’s Ships? and, whether it was in the power 
of a Commander-in-Chief to give him such authority, ami to hoist a Broad I'cii- 
dant ? 

Captain John Moutray, the (Commissioner at Antigua, was made a Post-Cap- 
tain on the ‘2dth of Deceruher 17oS, and washy twe>ity-onc years Nelson’s senior 
Officer. It aiipears from Hear- Admiral Sir lliehard Hughes’ Letter to the Adnii- 
lalty of the l lth February of I7d“>, complaining of CapUiin Nelson’s conduct in 
refusing to receive orders fntin (.’ommissioner Moutray, that he had authorised 
Captain Moutray to hoist a Broad Pendant in his absence from Antigua ; that on 
the -Oth of December 17<J C he l>ad given an order to all (’aptains “ in his ahseuco 
‘‘or that of a senior Otlieer to Captain Moutray, to confonn themselves to lii.s 
tiircctions, and to aj>ply to him for all necessiry orders relating to tho duty and 
business of the Port, so far as the Ship under their several command*’ niieht he 
“ concerned, and to show him all the usual marks of resjicet tlue to an Officer 
‘‘ wearing a Distinguishing Pendant and that on the tith of February 1 780, (.'oui- 
missi‘'Mer Moutray issued a written order to Nelson, to luit himself under his eoiu- 
nuind. Nelson, it seems, was not the only Captain who doubted the (jon.missioner’s 
authority. 

Though inquiries liave been made to ascertain in what manner the Admiralty 
disposed of the general question, their Lordships* decision has not Ijcen loiiud ; 
but they informe<l Nelson that he ought to have submitted hi.s doubts to the 
Comi!iander-in-(-^hief on the Station, instead of having taken upon himself 
‘•to control the exercise of the functions of his Appointment.” It is, how’- 
ever, presumed that C’aptaiu Nelstui's view of the subject was i)erfectly cor- 
rect ; and that unless (as is now the practice) a Commissioner of the Navy 
1)0 placed on /fi// by l>eing appointed to the command of a Ship, by the 
Admiralty^ he is t(. all intents and purj)osc8 an Officer on half- pay; and that 
no Admiral cor^mianding a Squadron or Fleet has the jmwer to place him on 
////eprty, orto give him his Naval rank, and still less to authorize fiiin to hoist a 
Broad Pendant. Captain Wallis, then First Lieutenant of the B<»reus, wrote a 
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Niirnitivc of Nelson’s proceedings in the West Indies, apparently at the request 
of Dr. Clarke and Mr. M‘ Arthur, as it is largel}’^ quoted in their Life of Nelson, 
ju the original MS., (which is now among the Nelson Papers,) Captain Wallis 
states that Nelson ordered tlio Broad Pend int to be struck, and returned to the 
Dock Yard; that to i)rove lie was not actuated by personal motives, he dined on 
tl)c same day with Commis-sioner Montray, and gave him the first intelligence 
of what he had done ; that the Admiralty approved of his conduct ; and that 
the Pendant was never re-hoisted ; but as Captain Wallis’ Narrative is, in one 
])art of this statement, inconsi.stent with Nelson’s Official Report, it cannot be 
relied upon. Commissioner Moutray returned to England soon after. 

Non-professional readers may require to be told that when a Captain who is 
senior on the last to him who w'ear.s a Broad Pendant, arrives, the Broad Pen- 
dant is immediately struck ; and they will find some information on the subject 
of the National Ensigns, Admirals’ Flags, Broad Pendants, &c., in a Notb at 
the end of the present or of a subsequent Volume.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, February (Jth, 1785. 

Sir, 

Herewith I transmit you a copy of my letter to Sir Richard 
Hughes, Bart, Commaiider-iii-Cliief on this station, upon 
the subject of Distinguishing Pendants. My sentiments are 
still the same ; that until you are in Commission, I cannot obey 
any order I may receive from you, but sliall ever be studious 
to show every respect and attention which your situation as 
a Commissioner of the Navy demands ; and at the same time 
lot me beg you will be assured, with what personal esteem,^ 

I am your devoted, faithful, bumble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


EXTRACT FROM CAPTAIN NELSON'S LETTER TO REAR-AD- 
.MIUAL SIR RICHARD HUGHES, DATED AND TRANSMIT- 
TED BY THE KEAU-ADMIIIAL TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Carlisle Bay, l‘2th February 1785. 

“ Some damages having happened to the Boreas, she was 
obliged to go into English Harbour, to get them repaired. 
The Latthia was laying tliere, with a Broad Pendant flying at 
tlie main top-gallant mast-head. Upon impiiry, I found Com- 
missioner Moutray had directed Captain Saiulys to hoist it ; 

* 11 is personal esteem for Commissioner Moutray, is bhown by his Letter of 
the iGlh of March 17i;:»,in p. 128. 
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but as Captain Sandys had no orders from you to receive it, 
I did not think proper to pay the least attention to it, well 
knowing that Mr. Moutray was not second Officer in the Com- 
mand in English Harbour during the hurricane season. 
Whatever he had been before I know not, but 1 looked upon 
him as effectually superseded by my sitting as President of 
Court-Martials when he was upon the spot, in his Naval uni- 
form, and acting in an Official capacity as a Commissioner of 
the Navy. 

I feel it a misfortune that so young a Captain should 
be the senior upon this station. Had it been otherwise, 
a man of more service must have been in the unpleasant 
situation in which I stand ; but my best endeavours, how'cver 
deficient they may be, shall always be exerted in supporting 
the dignity of my brother Captains, and 1 trust we shall also 
have tlie support of such a character of [as] Sir Richard 
Hughes, 

1 am, 8:c., 

(Signed) Hohatio Nelson/' 


'I'O RKAK-.N D.MIHAL SIR RICUAKD HCGIIKS, HART, 


LCoi'V, in tlu- Admiralty. ) 


Sir, 


Uorcas, Carlisle liay, February l.'itli, 


Your letter of yesterday's date I have received. You have 
mistaken. Sir, * the motives that influenced my conduct. I 
only disobeyed (uiij orders ( oj/imissiftHf r Moiifroy gave me. 
Whenever he is appointed a Commodore upon this Station, 1 
must obey him, and I certainly .shall not entertain a doubt 
upon the subject. I never looked upon Mr. Moutray in 
( omrnission, and my reasons for thinking so were, having sat 
as President of many C.’ourt-Martials, when he was upon the 
spot, acting only in the Civil Department of the Navy. 

Ibis, Sir, 1 hope you will transmit to my Lords Clommis- 
sioners, that they, nor any other of my superior Officers, may 
have the smallest idea that I .shall ever di.spufe the orders 
of my Su])criors, 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horath» Nelson. 
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lO IMIILIP STKPITKNS, ESU., ADMUIALTV. 

[Copy, in the Admiralty,] 

Boreas, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, February l 7 tb, 17 » 5 . 

Sir, 

Having lately held a correspondence with Sir Richard 
Hughes, and Mr. Moutray, a Commissioner of his Majesty’s 
JVavy, resident at the Island of Antigua, upon the subject of 
a Distinguishing Pendant which the said Commissioner thinks 
lie has not only a right to hoist on board any one of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ships, but also to direct the operations of his Ma- 
jesty’s S(pjadron ujkjii this Station in the absence of the 
Admiral, the whole of the papers upon this subject Sir 
Uicliard Hughes has done me the honour to say he shall 
enclose to you for their Lordships’ information, therefore it is 
only necessary for me, Sir, to elucidate and explain the 
motives that have actuated my conduct through the whole of 
this business. 

'J’he matter is grounded upon my idea (for 1 never saw 
any Commission whatever) that Mr, IMoiitray is not Com- 
missioned in such a manner as will authorize him to take 
upon him the liberty of hoisting a Hroad Pendant, or the 
directing the Captains of His Majesty’s Ships; but, Sir, let me 
lirst beg their I.ordships will he assured that I never have re- 
ceived otlicial information that Commissioner Moutray is ap- 
])ointcd a Coiinnodoiv upon this Station, or put in any Com- 
mission, hut that of Commissioner of the Navy. I must beg 
tiicir Lordships’ indulgence to hear reasons for my conduct, 
that it inav never go abroad into the World, I ever had an 
idea to dispute the orders of my Superior Otlicer ; neither 
Admiral, Commodore, or Captain, 

I arrived in Lnglish Harliour the 2Sth July 1784*, to lay 
up for the hurricane season. J ill the 1st of November 1784, 
munerous were tiie or.U*rs I received, and eventually with 
this direction, to Horatio Nelson, Ls 4 , (’aptain of his Ma- 
j' -ity’s Sliip Roreas, and Second Ollicer in the Command of his 
IMajesty’s ships in hinglish Harbour, Antigua.” At this time, 
1 need not to say that Mr. Moutray was not a Commo- 
dore: the whole of the Sipiau.ou did, I am sure, look ujion 
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him as a half-pay Captain, Commissioner of the Navy. Thus, 
Sir, the matter stood for three times that I went into Eng- 
lish Harbour. At St. Christopher’s I heard, as their Lord- 
ships will be informed, that Commissioner Moutray was au- 
thorized to hoist a Distinguishing or Broad Pendant. I did 
not pretend to think upon the matter : it might probably be 
so, and my answer to the Admiral was, that if Commissioner 
Moutray was put into Commission, I should liave great plea- 
sure in serving under him. I have no doubt that Sir Richard 
Hughes believed that Mr. Moutray was Commissioned as a 
Commodore ; but at tlie same time I trust that he thought 
that the Officers under his command knew their duty too 
well, to obey any half-pay Captain ; and that he miglit safely 
trust the honour of the Navy to those under him, (that 
they would not act improperly upon this business,) and that 
they would be well informed that the man who they received 
orders from, was empowered to give them. 

On the 5th of February, 1785, upon my arrival in English 
Harbour, I found the Latona with a Broad Pendant Hying. 
As lier Captain^ was junior to me, I sent to know the reason 
for her wearing it. Her Captain came on board, who I asked 
the following questions : — 

“ Have you any order from Sir Richard Hughes to wear a 
Broad Pendant ?” 

Answer — “ No.” 

“ For what reason do you then wear it in the presence of 
a Senior Officer?” 

Answer — “ I hoisted it by order of Commissioner Mou- 
tray.” 

Question— “ Have you seen by what authority Commis- 
sioner Moutray was empowered to give you orders?” 

“ No.” 

Question — “ Sir, you have acted wrong, to obey any man 
who you do not know is authorized to command you.” 

Answer — “ I feel I have acted wrong ; but being a young 
Captain, did not think [)roper to interfere in this matter, as 
there were you and other older Officers upon this Station.” 

^ Cajitain Saady?*, of the Latona, was hy nearly four years Cai/tain Nelson 
junior Ofticor. 
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I did not choose to order the Commissioner’s Pendant to 
be struck, as Mr, Moutray is an old Officer of high military 
character j and it might hurt his feelings to be supposed 
wrong by so young an Officer. 

When Commissioner Moutray sent me orders, I answered 
him, that I could not obey him till he was in Commission. 
As I never heard further upon the subject from him, I 
took for granted he saw I was perfectly right, or he would 
have i)ro(luced his Commission, which would instantly have 
cleared up the business, if it was dated since I had, by 
orders from Sir Richard Hughes, executed the office of 
Second in Command in English Harbour. 

This is the w!iole and every circumstance that has arisen 
upon this business, and have from time to time confirmed 
me in the opinion, that I am Second Officer in the Com- 
mand of his Majesty’s Ships upon this Station. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
Horatio Nklson. 

Inclosed is a copy of rny letter to Commissioner Moutray.^* 


TO Tin: IlEVKKEND MR. NELSOX. 


I Avitof^raph, in the Nelson Papers^, 


Boreas. Carlisle Bay, 
February 20tli, 1785. 


My dear Rrothcr, 

Your letter by the Camilla and by the Packet of December 
1 received at the same time, upon my arrival here from St. 
Kitts, whore I am stationed. Your friends on this side the 
Atlantic were very anxious to hear of your arrival. However, 
I give you ere lit for writing, although we did not hear for so 
long a time. I take for granted you are so much of a Sailor 
that you will like to hear of all our [iroceedings. Wo sailed 
for Barbadoes the 1st of November, as was intended when you 
left us: from thence the Ships we* c dispersed upon their se- 
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veral stations; the Admiral to visit all tlie Islands. My Lady 
and Miss left under the care of Lieutenant Gregory, who took 
possession of Constitution Hill. The Boreas was sent to 
explore a harbour in the Island of Saint John’s, one of the 
Virgin’s. 

You may be certain I never passed English Harbour with- 
out a call, but alas ! I am not to have much comfort. My 
dear, sweet friend*-^ is going home. 1 am really an April day ; 
happy on her account, but truly grieved were 1 only to consi- 
der myself. Her e(pial I never saw in any country or in any 
situation. She always talks of you, and hopes, if she comes 
within your reach, you will not fail visiting her. If my dear 
Kate goes to Bath next winter, she will be known to her; for 
my dear friend has promised to make iierself known. What 
an acquisition to any female to be acquainted with: what an 
example to take pattern from. Moutray has been very ill : 
it would have been necessary be should have (piitted this 
Country had he not been recalled. All my Children^ are well 

IMrs. ]Moutniy. 

* Nelson’s trcatnicMit of liis Mitlshipmen, whom ho {itiVotionntoly calls li:s 
Chihlrfu, is thus dosorihod by Lady Jlimlios, from horown observation while a [tas- 
sotiger ill the Ihnvas. in a Letter to Mr. Matehani. dated (.’lilton, .1 ime '1 Ith, 1 .'JiHi : 

“ I was too mueli atf’eeted when we metal Jlalh to >ay t‘Sr\y partieuiar in 
whicli was always displayed the infinite eleverness ainl goodiu s'i of In'ait of onr 
dearly beloved Hero. Asa woman, I can <mly he a j^n!^e of tho>e thin;:s that 1 
could eoni[/reIjeiid — .sneli as liis attention to the young LeatleiiU'n who had tliC 
hapl>iness of hriiui; on his Qu.irter-1 )eek. ft may rea>onal)!y be Mij>po'^ed that 
among the number of ihiity, tln-rt* mu^l be timid as well as bold ; the timid he 
never rebuked, but alwa\s \Hsheil to show tlnnii he de^iretl imthiiig of them tiiat 
he would not in.stantljk do fiimself : and \ have known him say — ^ Well. Sir. I 
am ge'ing a race to the n.as’'.-l ead, and beg I ii.;iy meet you there.’ No ileiii d 
could 1 j- to .Nia li a ami tlie poor fnlhav inst.intly l)egaii his march. Ills 

f.ordship iiever took the least notice with wljat alacrity it was done, but when he 
met in the top, instantly began .speaking in the most elieerful manner, and 
saying liow miieli a per-'on was to In* jiitied tliat could fancy there was anv 
<ianeer, or even anything di.-a-rei-aide, in tlie attempt. After this e.veelh'iit 
c,xample, I liave .-een the tirruM youth lead another, ami rehearse his Caj • 
tain’s words. How wise am! kimi wa.s such a ]»roe<*e;!iMg ! In like mamu'r, 
lie everyday went into the .Sclnml Room, and saw them »h) tlieir nautical husi- 
ness. and at tvvehe o'clock he waN jhe first upon deck with his •jinulraiit. No 
one there could he b' liiml-hand in their fnisime-'^ when their Captain set tlnrn .so 
good an e.xamjde. other cireum.^tance I mu?>t im ntion uhiidi will close tiic 

Mibjeet, \s liieh wa.^) t he (lav wer landed at Ihiihadoes. \Vr were to dine at (he 
Cov. (Jiir ienr ('.iptalri said, ^Vt»u mu.-'t permit me, Lady Ilunhc'J.to 

carry om* of iii\ Aidaho .nnps wit Ji no*:’ and wficii he prescntcil him to tin' 
Governor, lie said, ‘Your l'!.\( dh nev mu'.t (xeu.se im.' for Ininging one ot my 
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except one, young Andre ws.^ He came out in the Unicorn : 
do you remember him ? On the 11th of November last, he 
was forced by Mr. Stainsbury to fight a duel, which terminated 
fatally for the poor lad : the ball is lodged in his back, and 
whether he will ever get the better of it God knows. He has 
kept his bed ever since. Ilis antagonist, and Mr. Oliver, his 
second, are in irons since the duel, '^riiey will stand a good 
chance of hanging if the youth should unfortunately die. 
Wallace, Dent, Jameson, Doctor, often ask after you, and are 
hapy)y to hear of your safe arrival. Your singing friend, 
Powers, w'as discharged at Antigua. Dick Hughes ^ is on 
board, but I can neither make much of him or Suckling, but 
the latter is the best of the two. Lady H. and Miss sailed 
for Martini(a) two days ago. What a specimen of English 
beauty : they are neither of them grown handsomer since 
you left them. The Admiral doesn’t go : Unicorn has the 
Mag. 

Come, I must carry you to our love scenes. Captain 
Sanclys has asked Miss Eliot — refused. Captain Sterling 
was attentive to Miss Elizabeth E.;^ but never having asked 
the question, Captain Perkeloy is, I hear, to be the happy man. 
Captain Kelly is attached to a lady at Nevis, so he says : 1 
don’t much think it. He is not steady enough for that pas- 
sion to hold long."’ All the Eliot family spent their Christmas 

ms T niaUi' it a riilo to intnuliuo tla-m to all tlio ^/oial ooaipany 1 
can. as they have low to look vi|» to ]»osiil(*s mysolt’ thin ' tkf tinio tiny are at 
Sea.’ 'riiis kiinlness and attention made the ytounr pcuple adore him ; and even 
liis wishes, eonid they have been known, ivnuld liavt^ la-en instantly tmplied 
witli. It was vdur A i.-h. Sir, to have the above j'artienlars : an abler | n mifzht 
have deserihed them bettor ; but T hoi'.e my simple narration may. in a Taint 
dep:ree, describe his l.tinlsliip’s excellent manner of making; his yuumj; men fancy 
the attaininfi nautical |)ovft etion wa-^ mneh more a jday than a ta-'k. \\ ho is 
there hut must allow thcM* methods to bedieiated by preat skill, as wi ll as preat 
goodness of heart that never eausml a fear or ilispust to .any one? Ilow sincerely 
is such a loss to he lamented ! Uut we have notliinp to say, hut — ‘ d’ho T.ord 
pivelh and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord."’ - (/rif/'mn/, 
in the NeliMUi l*a])ers. 

'■* (Jeorpe Andrmvs ; ho survived the wouud, neeame a Post-Captain in libn; 
and is frequently nuMitioned : he dieil in July l.‘U0. 

^ Sir Uohert Huphes* eldest son, M'bo died a Post-Captain in Idllh 

* Afterwards married to I.oul Lo l>espeneer. 

Captain Nelson w.-s, however, mistaken, for Captain Kelly did marry llio 
lady, wl)o M’as a near relation of Mrs. NNvshlt, allenvnrds Mrs. Xelson. 

4 
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at Constitution Hill — came up in Latona. The Boreas, you 
guessed right, at English Harbour. Rosy has had no offers : 1 
fancy she seems hurt at it. Poor girl ! you should have of- 
fered. I have not gallantry enough. A niece of Governor 
Parry’s has come out. She goes to Nevis in the Boreas ; 
they trust any young lady with me, being an old-fiishioned 
fellow. My paper draws towards an end: to business. You 
may be assured I will keep you upon the Books as long as I can, 
but it depends entirely upon the Admiral, and w^e are not 
upon the very best terms ; but as I feel I am perfectly right, 
you know upon those occasions I am not famous for giving up 
a point. Should inclination or opportunity bring you here 
again, towards the latter end of the Station, I shall be happy 
to receive you. You will do as you please in that business. 
God bless you. Adieu, and believe I am, your affectionate 
brother, 

lIoHATio Nklson. 

llemember me kindly to Charles Boyles. The Wells Club 
must be strong this winter, NoLsi/^ I’ll answer, with you and 
him. 


[In continuation.] 


UorcM-sSt. Kitls, Marrli IGtli, ITH.-). 

My dear Brother. — Not having an o})portunity of senfling my 
letter which was wrote at Barbadoo.s, I have added a new c(h er, 
to acknowledge the receipt of yours of January 1st. Como 
whenever you j)lease, I shall be happy to receive you ; but 1 
charge you, do not attempt to bring anything except a few hooks, 
for I will not receive them. Do as you please about the tickets. 
There is an Irish lottery. Whatever you do I shall ap- 
prove. ]VIy sweet amiable friend sails the 20th for England. 
I took my leave of her with a heavy lieart, three days ago. 
What a treasure of a woman, God bless her. She always asks 
after you. She thinks you should have stayed with Dorothea. 
When the twelve months arc expired 1 w ill send your Certifi- 
cate. I am not quite certain abont the paying you; for the 
Muster-Master has checked you absent with leave, since the 
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1st of October, nor can I help it. All on board desire to be 
kindly remembered. Farewell. 

Yours affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I shall not write to our Father this Packet, as I have done it 
to you and Kate. Give rny kind lovp. 


TO WILMA M LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLIKG. 


I Aiitograplj, in the Locker Papers.] 

boreas, St. Kitts, March ICtli, 17S.^>. 

My dear Friend, 

Since my last, I have l)ccn at Prince Rupert’s Ray, and 
with great difficulty reached the house which Admiral Parry ’ 
built upon his land. The house is levelled with the ground, 
nor should I have known it was any tiling but a wood, had not 
my guide told rnc this was the estate. I made every inquiry it 
was possible for me to do as to worth, or what could be done 
with it: from the whole I have heard it is not possible to sell 
or let it. If you claim it, the taxes are far more than it is 
worth in its present state, and they have proclamations for 
giving the Loyalists land fjmtis, so much do they want settlers 
for the Island. The soil is bad, so much .so, that several niu- 
lattoes settled upon the cleared part after Admiral Parry left 
it, and lived in the house, but at last they abandoned it, not 
being able to get roots to grow in it. Governor Stewart ^ has 
an estate at Prince Rupert’s, hut quite in anollier situation ; 
am told he w ishes for the money lie has laid out upon it. 

And now let me tell yon a very extraordinary anecdote of 
Dominica. When the luiglish first took possession of it, they 
thought it a fine sugar Island; they built by far the best works 
of any Island in our possession, but time has proved that the 
soil is not proper for sugar, as it takes some hundred gallons 
of juice to make a hogshead more than at any other Isknul. 
Potton and coffee are the only connnodities it will produce in 


’ \ i<U‘ p. 11. L 

“ William Stewart, Khq., Tiifutennm iovernor of P.mrinica. 
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perfection. If ever I go to llosseiiUf I will ask Governor 
Stewart if anything can be done, and I will do what is right 
in the business; but from what I have said, little can be ex- 
pected. News from this ill-fated corner you will not expect. 
Moiitray is gone home a few days ago, So that I lose my only 
valuable friend in these Islands. Every day convinces [me] how 
superior the Jamaica Station is to this: everything is extrava- 
gantly dear, and no comforts. All the Navy arc very unpopu- 
lar, from the Governor downwards, for hindering the American 
Ships from trading to the Islands. I seldom go on shore, hardly 
once a month. Mr. and Mrs. Georges are the only people I 
know upon this Island. How^ liave you been this winter? 
quite stout, I hope, and all your children. Collingwood re- 
commends I.ady Twisden,*^ he says you ought to marry her; 
what a charming good man — he is a valuable member of 

society. Little C S is as usual — likes a cup of 

ffrog as well as ever. I think the chance is much aLminst his 
return to England. He has been paying his addresses to a young 
lady at Antigua — but is refused. She used to strike him 
speechless every night. What a pity he should have that 
failing : there is not a better heart in the w orld. 

Our Admiral with his family are just making the tour of the 
Islands; they find, probal^ly, more satisfaction in visiting 
them than I do, for they are a sad set. Yesterday 
being St. Patrick’s day, the Irish Colours with thirteen 
stripes in them was hoisted all over the Town. 1 was engaged 
to dine with the President, but sent an excuse, as ho sulfered 
those Colours to fly. I mention it only to show the principle 
of these vfif/ahonds. How docs Mrs. P. and Mrs. Dyne .' 
Remember me kindly to all that good family. Your wine is 
wtII, and I w ill get some rurn for you. I suppose duty niu.-t 
be paid for everything, as your friend Mr. Pitt lias set liis 
face so much against smuggling. God bless you — farewell; 
and believe I am ever, your alTcctionate humble Servant, 

IIoKATio Nkcnox. 

Collingwood desired me to make his compliments. March 
18th. 

® Apitarcnlly T.li/alK-th, of Mr. Waltlasli, and widfiw of Sir 

'rwisdua, who in OLtolier, 177 ?h nine rnonths after his» marriaije. I.ady I 
den .survived until l/ehruarv 
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TO LORD SyDXEY, SECRETARY OF STATE. 

[Copy, in Captain Nelson’s Narrative, vide p. 17(> postea.] 

Boreas, Bas.seteir.i Road, St. Christopher’s, 
20th March, 1785. 

My Lord, 

It is not to criminate any individual, but to vindicate my 
character as an Officer from the aspersions that arc thrown on 
it by the inhabitants in general of this Island and Nevis, — I 
beg this may be my apology for troubling your Lordship. The 
character of an Officer is his greatest treasure: to lower that, 
is to wound him irreparably. But I trust as it is only by doing 
my duty that has caused these aspersions, the approbation of 
my Sovereign will make ample amends for the calumnies of the 
invidious. 

In November last, I was appointed by the Commander-in- 
Lhicf to the Station at these Islands to protect the Commerce 
of Great Britain, which I have endeavoured to do by every 
means in my power. Americans at this time, I am very sorry 
to say, filled our Ports; but as I did not think it was a legal 
Commerce, I have constantly endeavoured to suppress it, the 
doing of which has so much hurt the feelings of the people in 
general, from the highest to the lowest, tiiat they have not 
only neglected paying me that attention my rank might have 
made me expect, but reprobated my character, by saying that 
I am the injurer of tliis Colony, and that the ^Minister never 
intendeil to hinder Americans from coming into our Ports 
with any trifling excuse, only that the IVade was not be made 
free from all restraint. This did not appear to me to be the 
meaning of his Majesty’s proclamation, or anything tending 
that way : consequently I have ever excluded all V essels be- 
longing to the United States from having a free intercom se 
with our Colonies, where the Ship under my command has been 
stationed. But although these Foreigners have been ordered 
away by me, yet, iny Lord, astonishing to tell, these \ easels 
have almost always gone into some Port in this Island, and 
mdaded their cargoes* What reasons they give to the Offieei s 
of the Revenue 1 know not ; but almost uniformly are their 
reasons admitted to be good. 

At times the King’s Ship is obliged to sail to the neighboui- 
ing Islands to procure wood, water and provisions : constantly 

VOL. I. ^ 
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when I returned, have I been informed from good authority, 
that the Americans had free egress and regress to our Ports. 
The Custom-House do not admit them to an Entry, only the 
Master of the American makes a Protest (and what they say 
are ready to swear to) that their Vessel leaks, has sprung a 
mast, or some excuse of that sort. Then the Customs grant 
a Permit to land a part or the whole of their cargo to pay ex- 
penses, under which Permits they land innumerable cargoes : 
could the number of them be found out, which I fear cannot, 
your Lordship would he astonished. At this Island the Cus- 
toms have refused to give answers to the King’s Officers. I 
send for information, they have answered me, they do not 
know any right I have to ask ; they are not amenable to a 
Captain of the Navy for their conduct. 

Yesterday an American Brig came into this Port, said 
by the Master to be in distress. I told him he must not 
have any communication with the shore till I had ordered 
a survey upon his Vessel. People from the shore in boats 
had spoke to him, and he told them his distress. Now, 
my Lord, let my heart speak for me. It was dispersed 
all over the Island, (for my information came from Sandy 
Point, the extremity of it,) that in the night I intended to 
turn him out of Port, and that he would certainly sink before 
morning. Tliere only wanted this report to represent me 
both cruel and unjust: the account was believed by ^reat part 
of the Island. This, as the honour of iny gracious King and 
my Country were at stake, has made me take the liberty of 
addressing your Lordship ; for so far from treating him cruelly, 
I sent an Officer, a carpenter, and some men, to take care of 
his Vessel, which they did, by pumping her all night; and this 
morning I have moved him into a safe Harbour. 

My name most probably is unknown to your Lordship; hut 
my character as a man, I trust, will bear the strictest investi- 
gation : therefore I take the liberty of sending inclosed a letter, 
though written some few years ago, w hich I hope will impress 
your Lordship with a favourable opinion of me. I stand for 
myself; no great connexion to support me if inclined to fall: 
therefore my good Name as a Man, an Officer, and an bng- 


* Thi» Utter w not in the Ntirrative or Correflpondeiicf. 
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lishrnan, I must be very careful of. My greatest pride is to 
discharge my duty faithfully; my greatest ambition to receive 
approbation for my conduct. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 

liottATio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEUEND Mil. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Aiitugniph, in the Nelson rapers.j 

Boreas, St Christopher's, May Srd, 1785. 

Dear Brother, 

Your letter of 26th February, I received three days after my 
Father’s, of January, and let me assure you that your kind at- 
tention in writing by every Packet flatters me very much; and 
I congratulate you upon your friend Charles Fox being re- 
turned for Westminster. The 'Walpoles will be elated. 
Don’t let them forget you in their prosperity. I'his Country 
appears now intolerable, my dear friend^ being absent. It is 
barren indeed ; not all the llosys can give a S[)ark of joy to 
me, English Harbour 1 hate the sight of, and Windsor 1 de- 
test. 1 went once up the Hill to look at the spot where I 
spent more happy days than in any one spot in the world. 
E’en the trees drooped their beads, and the tamarind tree* 
died ; — all was melancholy : the road is covered with thistles ; 
let them grow. I shall never pull one of them up. By this 
time I hope she is safe in Old England. Heaven’s choicest 
blessing go with her. 

We go on here hut sadly. The Admiral I have not seen 
these three months. The family are visiting the Islands. 
They will be remembered, no fear, go wlicre they will. 
The ‘dear Boreas’ is (juite forgot, very much disliked, and 
entre nous, I sliould not he surprised if the Admiral appoints 
another Chaplain to the Ship. I shall never ask a favour 
of him. Report says Captain Kelly pays great attention to 
Miss, and Sir Richard has said he will give her .1*5000. My 
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letter is broken In upon by a scoundrel of a rebel. The whole 
Island of St. Kitt’s are on his side, and against me, but I am 
in a fair way of casting them. They make me so angry, that 
I have no patience, and our Admiral does not support us. 
He is an excellent fiddler. 

Well, must I say any [thing] about your coming out ? it shall 
be short. Consider well before you setoff upon such a wild-goose 
chase; and at any rate don’t think of coming by a Packet: a 
Merchantman from the Thames is the j)roper mode of convey- 
ance, and I charge you bring nothing but yourself. Little 

S is over head and ears in love; what will come of it 

I know not, but he is in a sad way. Next hurricane months 
will finish his life I should suppose. As to news, I can’t tell 
you any out of my Ship. Old Jemmy Jameson*’ has got the 
gout. Wallis, and Dent are well, and with Doctor Graham, 
pay great attention to the Purser’s wife. Mr. Lane is at sick- 
quarters; let him stay, I never wish to see his face again. 
Mr. Oliver and Stainsbury are discharged from the Ship 
for being principals in a duel against young Andrews. Mr. 
Powers, I told you long ago, was discharged : he has gone 
to America. Bromwich and all my dear good Children are 
well, and all desire to be kindly remembered to you. Lock 
and Talbot are quite men ; you will not know them. When 
you go to olterton, remember me there, and at Nor- 
wich to the Boltons, and don’t forget me to the Wells Club. 

Where is Charles Boyles? Tell him Miss is waiting 

for him : Fame says she is likely to have another child. She 
often inquires after him. He might put a postscript in }our 
letter; tell him to do it. I wrote to my Fatlier three days ago, 
but this may arrive full as soon. God bless you. Adieu, and 
believe I am, your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


May rith. 

The Packet has just arrived by which I send this letter. 
Tell Kate I will write to her in a few days, for Ships sail every 


^ All OfficerH of the liorcjiH, and are mentioned in thin Letter iiave heen 
nlre.'idy noticed. V'ide p. 100, 
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day at this season. I am just come from Nevis, where I have 
been visiting Miss Parry Herbert and a young Widow the 
two latter known to Charles Boyles. Great inquiries after 
him by the damsels in that Island. My trial comes on to- 
morrow,^ but I am sure of casting my gentleman. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. W. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Boreas, St. Kitt’s, June 28th, 1785. 

My dear Brother, 

Your letters up to the 1st of May I have regularly re- 
ceived, and many thanks I return for your kind remembrance 
of me. This letter must be short, for my time for this six 
weeks has been all Law, I will write more fully in about a 
week ; but I did not like to let a Packet sail without acknow- 
ledging the receipt of yours, my Father’s, Mrs. Bolton’s, and 
Kate’s letters. Tell them I will write the moment I have my 
hands at liberty. 

You ask when I may return to England ? How can you 
who have been at Sea ask such a question ? How can I 
possibly tell ? and I never guess. If you sincerely ask iny 
opinion relative to your coming out to this infernal climate, 
1 can only tell you it is a thing I should never think 

* Mrs. Nishcl, iiflerwardM Viscountess Nelson. Vide p. ‘'*17, post. Mrs. Nishet 
had shortly belVue received the t'oIU>wing account other future husband in a letter 
fnmi a female frieml : 

We have at hLst seen tlic Captain of tlie Boreas, of wliom so much has been 
said, lie came up just before dinner, much heated, and was very silent ; yet 
seemed, according to the olil adage, to think the more. He declined drinking any 
wine; hut after dinner, when the President, ns usual, gave the following toiists, 

‘ tlie King,’ ‘ the Queen and Iloyal Family,’ and ‘ Lord Hood,* this strange man 
regularly tilled his gUiss, and obser veil, that those were always bumper toasts with 
liim ; wliich liaviug drank, he uniformly jnissed the bottle, and relapsed into his 
former taciturnity. It was impos le, during this visit, for any of ns to make 
out his real character ; there was.* li a rc'serve and sternness in liis behaviour, 
with occasional siillies, though ve y transient, of a superior mind. Being 
placed by him, I endeavoured to -oiise his attention by showing lum vUl the 
civilities in my power ; but 1 drew c jt little more than ‘Yes’ and ‘No.’ If 
you, Fanny, Inul been there, we think you would have made sometliing of liim ; 
for you have hcen in the liahit of attcinliiig to tliei^o odd sort of people . — CUtrke 
fiiirl M’Arihu}\ vol, i. p. ;17. 

Videp. Kid. 
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of: nor would any that reflected one moment All that l-can 
say is, that if you come out, I shall be happy to receiv^lyou, 
and to make everything as pleasant as is in my powenif The 
Admiral, Lady, and Miss, sailed from here yesterday. Joy go 
with them: I had rather have their room than their company, 
I can't write you any more ; therefore pray excuse me. Give 
my kind love to our father, sisters, brothers, and respects to 
all who inquire after me ; and do you be assured that I am, 
with sincere atFection, your Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Entre nous , — Do not he surprised to hear I am a Benedict^ 
for if at all, it will be before a month. Do not tell. 


MEMORIAL TO THE KING. 

[Copy, in Captain Nelson’s Narrative, vklo p. 178, post.] 

29th June, 178iL 

TO THE king's most EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The humble Memorial and Representation of Horatio 
Nelson, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's Ship of War, 
the Boreas. 

Sheweth, 

That yonr Memorialist was, and is now, stationed in your 
Majesty’s said Ship, the Boreas, together with a Sloop of War, 
at the Islands of St. Christopher's and Nevis, in the West 
Indies, for the protection of their Commerce, and tlie provt n- 
tion of illegal Trade: in the execution of which trust, your 
Memorialist flatters himself he has ever conducted himself in 
such a manner as to meet his Admiral's approbation, and to 
merit your Majesty's consideration. 

That in this situation your Memorialist soon found that 
your Majesty’s ])roclaination prohibiting all Trade witli Ame- 
rica, to and from the West Indies, (except in British bottoms, 
owned and navigated by tlie people of your Majesty's Domi- 
nions and 1 erritories,) was most shamefully evaded by colouring 
American Vesstls with British Registers, by which means, 
through imposition on some, and connivance of others of the 
Officers of Ilis Majesty’s (.Customs in the West India Islands 
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nearly the whole Trade between America and your Majesty’s 
said Colonies was carried on in American bottoms. 

That your Memorialist, in the performance of his duty kept 
so strict an eye over this proceeding, that he shortly made 
several Seizures, which were prosecuted by your Majesty’s 
Attorney-General and Counsel in the several Courts of Vice- 
Admiralty of the said Islands of St. Cliristopher’s and Nevis, 
Mj|Lthere coi^Jemned upon the clearest evidence. 

these Seizures, and your Memorialist’s unabating alert- 
1^8^ to prevent this evasion of your Majesty’s proclamation, 
and put a stop to a mode of commercial intercourse so advan- 
tageous to America and prejudicial to Great Britain, failed 
not to excite a rancorous disposition of some of the inhabitants 
of the said Islands concerned in this illegal Commerce towards 
your Memorialist, which, after having been shown in various 
ways, has at length stirred up a persecution of your Memo- 
rialist, under colour of Law, upon the following occasion: 

Your Memorialist being informed that four American Ves- 
sels under English colours had gone into the Road of Nevis, 
and were trading there, went to the said Island and sent for 
the Masters of the said Vessels on board your Majesty’s Ship, 
in order to inspect their Papers, and examine if they were pro- 
perly qualified to trade in the British Colonies; three of which 
said Masters accordingly, without force, or compulsion, or 
even a refusal on their parts, readily came, and after answering 
such questions as were thought necessary, (and put by your 
Majesty’s Counsel learned in the Law% who, at the instance of 
your Memorialist, that he might be furnished with proper 
legal advice on the occasion, had accompanied him from St. 
Christopher’s) were returned to their own Vessels again : that 
the said Vessels being thought proper objects for Seizure, your 
Memorialist, acting by the advice of your Majesty’s Counsel, 
seized them, and they were forthwith prosecuted and con- 
demned as forfeited by the Court of Vice- Admiralty of Nevis. 
This increased the ferment and irritation amongst the trading 
part of the inhabitants against your ^Memorialist, and the seve- 
ral iMasters of the said four Vessels have been instigated to 
procure divers Write for the arrest of yovir Memorialist, under 
pretence of their having been assaulted and imprisoned by 
him, to the amount of foui thousand pounds damages, which 
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assault and imprisonment is no more than what your Memo- 
rialist has before stated; and, moreover, one of the said 
IMasters never was on board the Boreas, or even seen by your 
Memorialist. 

That nol withstanding these glaring facts, which might be 
proved in your Memorialist’s favour upon a Trial, such is the 
disposition of the generality of the people of the said Island of 
Nevis, that your Petitioner is advised by your Majesty’s AU^4 
ney-General, and your Majesty’s Counsel, that it woufetfbe 
unsafe, at present, to rely too much on the justice of W# 
cause, and put himself upon the Country for trial. 

Thus circumstanced, your Memorialist is obliged to keep 
himself confined to your Majesty’s Ship, which, added to the 
unhealthiness of a West India climate, has much impaired 
your Memorialist’s health. But he cheerfully submits to these 
sufferings, incurred in your i\fajesty‘s Service, if they may be 
allowed to claim your ^lajesty’s attention and consideration, 
which your Memorialist now, and on all future occasions, most 
humbly presumes to solicit from your Royal goodness and 
humanity. In confidence whereof, and in all duty, he thus ven- 
tures to lay before his Royal Master, not only the sufferings of 
his faithful servant, but also the inquitous practices carried on 
by the alienated Americans, and their adherents in the Britisii 
Colonies, in contempt to the Laws, and to the infinite preju- 
dice of the Commerce of Great Britain. 

IIoKATio Ni«:r.soN, 

Jiine‘2iah, 1785. 


A REPRESENTATION OF THE ILLEGAL TRADE WHICH IS 
NOW CAURYINO on between the united states 01- 
AMERICA AND THE ISLAND OF ST. CH RlSTOPIf EltS ; AND 
ALSO THE PRACTICES OF THE OFFICERS OF HER MA- 
JESTY’S CUSTOMS TO THAT ISLAND. 

[This Rej)ro>ent;ition was forwardeil to the Admiralty, l)y Uear-Aamiral Sir 
lliclianl llui/lic'.s on the June 17115. A copy of it occurs in Captain Nel- 
son’s Narrative, \ide \>, \ 7n pfj.si.j 

In November last tin* Hattler, Captain Wilfred CoHingwood, 
was put under my command by Sir Richard Hughes, Baronet, 
Commander imChief at the Lecw'ard Islands, in order to pro- 
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tect the Islands of Montserrat, Nevis, St. Christopher’s, and 
all the Virgin Islands. My orders to Captain Collingwood 
were, to protect the Commerce of Great Britain, and by every 
means in his power to hinder illicit Trade or proceedings from 
being carried into elFect. In consequence of my orders the Rat- 
tler arrived in Basseterre Hoads, on the 17th of November last. 
Upon examining those Vessels which had not shown their Co- 
lours to the King’s Ship, the Ship Thomas, Thomas Kelly, 
Master, belonging to North Carolina, appeared to be one. 
When Captain Collingwood asked the Master why he did not 
hoist the Colours of the Nation to which he belonged, he 
answered that the Collector of the Customs had desired him 
not to do it. This Ship had received the sanction of the Cus- 
toms to sell her cargo. 

In December, upon the Rattler’s arrival in Basseterre 
Roads from Antigua, Captain Collingwood found the Brig 
Chance, Stephen Pearce, Master, belonging to Rhode Island, 
and the Nanette Schooner belonging to Guadaloupe; all which 
Vessels had been importing goods and merchandise into this 
Colony, contrary to the Act of Navigation. But Captain Col- 
lingwood's humanity would not allow him to seize those Ves- 
sels as forfeited, as they had been led into the predicament in 
which they then lay by the Officers of the Customs. 

On the 7th of January I arrived in Basseterre Roads, 
where was laying the Ship Fanny, Archibald Burnham, Master, 
belonging to Middleton, Connecticut. lie had landed a part 
of his cargo under permission from the Officers of the Customs ; 
but as the importation was illegal, I ordered her to sail, not 
choosing to seize her, as the Master had been led into the 
snare by the Officers of the Customs. Those are only meant 
to fix the facts of the illegal Trade; for numerous indeed, 
I believe, are the American Vessels which have imported and 
exported merchandize into and from these Islands, for when 
ever the Men-of-War are absent for a few days, constantly, 
when I returned, have I received good information that 
three or four Americans had unloaded their cargoes and 
sailed. 

And at Sandy Point I verily believe the ease is still worse. 
I here, I have every reason to think, that iill very lately, the 
American Ships and Vessels have had free ingress and egress, 

10 
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and I have good reason for believing that many Americans 
whom I would not permit to sell their cargoes at Basseterre, 
have often been permitted to do it at Sandy Point, and have 
also often procured Registers for their Vessels. 

Horatio Nelson. 


June 1785, 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLING. 

[Autograph, in tlic Locker Papers.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, September 4th, 1785. 

My dear Friend, 

Our friend Kingsmill will have told you of my captivity.^ 
and of all the disasters which I have suffered by having acted 
with a proper spirit against the villanies of a certain set of men 
settled in these Islands from America and have brought their 
rebel principles with them. If Ministers do not support me, 
may they find the want of Officers to support them. You know, 
from this vile hole that we hardly hear of the arrival of the 
Packet at St. John’s before her time of sailing arrives, there- 
fore, from this place, you will not expect a long letter; indeed, 
my head has been so much taken up with Law, that I have 
very much neglected my best friends, w ho, I am sure, have 
great reason to complain of me; but I throw myself upon their 
generosity, and liope they will be sorry for the employment 
which has ap{)ertaincd to me this some time past. 

On the 24th last, we had a most severe gale of wind; the mis- 
chief is great, but not so mucli as might have been expected, 'fho 
Men-of- War rode out the gale, but very many small V'essels are 
lost about tlie Islands. At Martinico, we have a flying report 
almost everything is destroyed. From Barbadoes and Grenada 
we have not beard ; 1 should hope they have escaped. I wish 
I could give you any good tidings relative to your Dominica 
estate, but you must not ho sanguine about it: I was upon 
the property, hut too certain. However, I have Mr. Bradley’s 
letter with all the particulars by mo, and, rest assured, what- 


-Minding to bis being confined to Iii»Sbi[> to avoid an arrent at tbe miit of the 
owners of some Am* rican vc.h«i*1h wliich he bad seized. Vide bis Memorial, l>. 18f), 
nod Ids Letter of March oih, 1708, p. i.'xi. 
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ever I can do, you may command me. When you see Com- 
missioner Kirke, remember me kindly to him and his family. 
I feel much obliged by their kind inquiries. To the family of 
tlie Bradleys say every [thing] for me. How you surprised 
me about poor Mrs. Arbuthnot; that family has turned 
her brain. Farewell, my dear friend, and rest assured with 
what sincere regard and esteem, I am, your much obliged 
Friend and Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISBET. 

From Clarke and M‘Artliur’.s “Life of Lord Nelson, vol, i. p. 79. 

[This Letter is the first of the series of Letters addressed by Nelson to the Lady 
who beeame his wife, (vide p.-l?, post.) which arc printed in Clarke and M‘Ar- 
tliur’s Life of Lord Nelson, who state that they received the Letters written 
before INtrs. Nelson’s marriage from Mrs. Rose, her relation. They are now re* 
j)rintcd from that Work, evory effort to obtain access to the Originals having 
failed.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, 11th September, 

Indeed, my dear Fanny, I bad buoyed myself up with hopes 
that the Admiral’s Schooner woidd have given me a line from 
you : but the tidings she brought of the release of poor Mrs. 
Herbert,^’ from this world, sufficiently apologize for your not 
thinking of an absentee. Yet this believe from my heart, 
that I ])artake in all the sorrows you experience ; and I com- 
fort myself, that however great your grief at this moment may 
be, at losing a ])orson who was so deservedly dear to you, as 
your good Aunt ; yet, when reason takes place, you must 
rather have pleasure in knowing she is released from those 
torments she had undergone for months past. Time ever has, 
and in the present instance I trust may have, a tendency to 
soften grief intc^a pleasing remembrance ; and her unspotted 
character must afford you real comfort. Call Religion to your 
aid ; and it will convince you, that her conduct in this world 
was such as insures everlasting happiness in that which is to 
come. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Herbert, in answer to 


® Her Aunt, appjuontly the wife of the Tresiilcnt of Neviti. 
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that which I left at Nevis for him. My greatest wish is to bo 
united to you; and the foundation of all conjugal happiness 
real love and esteem, is, 1 trust, what you believe L possess 
in the strongest degree towards you. I think Mr. Herbert 
loves you too well, not to let you marry the man of your 
choice, although he may not be so rich as some others, pro- 
vided his character and situation in life render such an union 
eligible. I declare solemnly, that did I not conceive I had the 
full possession of your heart, no consideration should make me 
accept your hand. We know that riches do not always insure 
happiness; and the world is convinced that I am superior to 
pecuniary considerations in my public and private life; as in 
both instances I might have been rich. But I will have done, 
leaving all my present feelings to operate in your breast: — 
only of this truth be convinced, that I am, your affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 

P. S. Do I ask too much, when I venture to hope for a 
line ? or otherwise I may suppose my letters may be looked 
on as troublesome. ^ 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 


[Tl.b JiTul the other Lottery to Mr. SiiekliiiK were i>rinte<l in “ the Alhencpuni,” 
in October ami Noveniljcr l.'h'iL Xos. ami are inserted with the ohliij- 

iiip j>eniiis:<ion of Charles Wentworth I>ilke, Esq, 

Mr. SuckIinL\ as hiLs been already olwervetl. was a brother of Nelson’s mother 
ami of Cajjtain Maurice Suckling'', with whom he first went to !Sea.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, September ‘2.'>th, 17^. 

My dear Sir, 

Your kind letter of the 2nd of August I received upon tlio 
arrival of the Packet, and am mtich obliged, for the intelli- 
gence it contains. 1 have not heard from Kingsmill that he 
is going to India; was he, 1 should have great pleasure in 
serving with him, for a more liberal man docs not exist. 
INIessrs. Mar.^h and Creed are my Agents, and I have said to 
them that you would give to them every information which 
lies in your power. What I wish tliern to know, and to l)f' 
able to prove, is, that the Brig Hercules, who, by her Begb- 
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ter, was a Schooner, taken as a prize in the War, was the Brig 
Neptune, and must have arrived in the Thames in the spring 
of 1 783. Several Depositions go to this purpose by people 
who sailed in her, therefore we have only to prove the Register 
false, and the Appeal must fall to the ground, let her now 
belong to whom she will. 

In your letter you say ‘our Solicitor does not doubt our right 
of seizing the Ships, but wonders you would not take out a 
deputation from the Board of Customs, which would have left 
you independent of the Officers in this Country.’ I must an- 
swer this question by asking another. Why should a Captain 
of the Navy, who is ordered by Acts of Parliament to take care 
that all Vessels which trade in the British Colonies are British 
built, or prizes taken from the Enemy, and that the owners 
are subjects of the King, and resident in his Dominions, S^c. 
&c., do as a Deputy, what he is ordered to do personally, and 
has that right vested in him by Law ? In some instances, 1 
believe, a Captain of a ]Vlan-of-War cannot seize, only detain; 
for instance, a Ship arrives from England ; upon examining 
her Papers I find everything regular and clear, but a man be- 
longing to her says several tons of goods on board the Ship 
have not cleared from the Customs in England ; this is a 
matter which perhaps none but Officers deputed by the Cus- 
toms could actAially take cognizance of. I could only detain 
the Vessel, and send information to the Customs. In the latter 
case, and making seizures on shore, which 1 think a Captain of 
a Man-of-War cannot do if a Deputation is necessary 

I am ready to receive it. [if/egihle,'] 1 shall then play the 
devil I am sure, particularly [l//e(jihle'] where vast (juantities 
of French sugars put on board F.nglish Ships. 

The Packet’s stay here is so very short, that it is hardly pos- 
sible to say much, but this I must tell you, that this Packet 
has brought a letter from Lord Sydney, signifying his Majesty’s 
approbation of my conduct, and orders for the Crow n Law yers 
to defend me at his expense from all Civil prosecutions, and in 
case of unfavourable decree, advising me to Appeal. When 
Ministers support Officers, they will ever find alert and good 
ones. Bless you, my dear Sir, ai.d believe I am, 

With sincere affection, 

Your dutiful Nephew’, 

Houatio Nelson. 
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Suckling^ is well, but home he must come in the Ship. 
Every Captain is so crowded with younkers that we cannot 
ask each other. A letter of yours, dated December^irSl, 1 
have this moment received, ma New York. Best cornpliinents 
to Mrs. Suckling, the Lieutenant, and the remainder of your 
good family, likewise to all my village acquaintance. You 
may make use of my name for a Deputation, as it may some 
time or other prevent some dispute with Officers of the Cus- 
toms. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, DURNflAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Jloreas, English Harbour, September 25th, 1785. 

My dear Brother, 

I am not certain that I answered your last letter, but you 
see my readiness to write by every opportunity, although I 
have not yet received your letters by the August Packet, 
which has not yet arrived at this Island, and when she comes, 
you know that the distance from English Harbour to 8t. 
John’s, deprives us, without we are very alert, of the opportu- 
nity of answering the letters we receive l)y her. You are the 
most exact correspondent I ever knew. But come, we must 
yet to ourselves. 

The Boreas has been hove down, and is now fitting for 
Sea, to sail the 10th of October. We are all well, and every 
person here desires their kind remembrances to you. llosy 
— your Rose— is very unwell, and is t)bligcd to a[)ply to 
an Irish pliysician to cure her disorder, which is wliat tho 
world calls Love. A bold Major Browne of the O/tli 
regiment is tlie man,^^ and the Admiral sails on Tuesday 
in the Latona, to join them together. Cod help the poor 
man: has he taken leave of his senses? Oh what a 
taste. The mother will be in a few year.s the handsomest 
of the two. The old Admiral is quite elated upon tlio 
occasion. Wc are not upon the strictest intimacy, hut his 
time will soon he out for this country as well as ours. 


Vi<lc p, ante. 

** Ho»e-Mary, youngest dnuglitcr of Sir Richard I lugbcs, married Major Jolm 
Rrow?icscf the b7th Regiment; he appears to have quitted the Army in l78norl7<V<l. 



JET. 26.] 


LETTERS. 


143 


Summer, 1787, will, I venture to think, land me in Eng- 
land. Although nothing to look back to, yet an age to 
look forward to: therefore neither you nor myself can tell 
what we shall do at that period. You may be married, or, it 
is not Impossible, I may, or ten thousand other things may 
happen. If we are in statu quo, I accept your kind offer with 
many thanks, and shall certainly not forget your commissions. 
I have received my Father’s letter by this Packet, and hope 
by this time he is fixed at Bath. Everybody here desires to 
be kindly remembered. We are all the same as you left us. 
Bless you, and rest assured 1 am, your affectionate Brother, 

Hoijatio Nelson. 

Ilemeinber me to all who inquire after me. In reading 
over tlie letter, I find that I have not mentioned that Lady and 
Miss Hughes are at Barbadoes. Tell our Father I will write 
him by a Ship in a week or two. 


TO CAPTAIN COLLI NGWOOD. 

[Autograph in the posi^cssion of the Honourjihlc Mrs. Newnluun Collingwood , 
tlie only surviving ihiughter of Vice-Atliniral Lord Collingwood.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, September ‘28th, 17b«’>. 

My dear Coll., 

Allhough really I am half dead, yet I will not suffer La- 
tona to sail without answering my good Friend’s letter, were it. 
only to show, that whatever Civil prosecutions may be carried 
on against Officers in the execution of their duty, Ministers 
will afford them the protection they stand in need of. It is 
a great consolation to Officers who mean to serve their Country 
hiithfully. Wilfred^ left me a letter to send by Sandy s to Barba- 
does, [which] he had better have kept, as I find ho has gone 
there. I have had letters from Mr. Suckling, who belongs to 
the Custom House. He is a person who has been in that 
Office ^ince a boy, and is consulted in all doubtful cases rela- 
tive to that Board. His letter is as follows : — 

‘ I am sorry the conduct of some [)eople where you are 
stationed should compel you to exercise that authority, which 
the Legislative power has so wisely reposed with the Navy for 

* Captain Wilfred Collingwood. 
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the protection of Navigation. I have spoken to our Solicitor in 
regard to your proceedings : he is clearly of opinion you are 
warranted in your seizure of the Ships ; and he says you 
need not apprehend but that you will be effectually supported, 
and tlie business taken up very seriously, as soon as the 
Irish matters are settled.’ 

By these accounts, we know the mind they are of at 
home. Mrs. Moutray, I had a letter from ; they are well, 
but you have heard, I doubt not. My first letter from her 
came to me with the wafer open, but I conclude it opened 
itself; but it is very odd both our letters should be in the 
same situation. Tliey were welcome to read mine ; it was 
all goodness, like the dear writer. I am to get to Nevis with 
all expedition to catch Yankees. IVIy dear boy, I want some 
])rize-.money. I can't write more. Bless you. My head is so 
bad. I pray my compliments where you are, and to Kemble. 
Farewell. Send to me at Nevis and St. Kitts. 

IloHATio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, KSQ. 


[From “ the Alhena*iim.^’] 

liorca-s, Nevis, Novonibor 1 Itli, Jrs.'). 

My dear Sir, 

Not a scrap of a pen have 1 by the last Packet from any 
relation in England ; but, however, you see I don’t think I 
am forgot, more especially when 1 open a business which, 
perhaps, you will smile at, in the first instance, and say, ‘ This 
Horatio is for ever in love.’ 

My present attachment is of pretty long standing; but 
I w^as determined to be fixed before 1 broke this matter 
to any person. The lady is a Mrs. Nisbet, widow of a 
Dr. Nisbet, who died eighteen months after her marriage, 
and has left her with a son. From her infancy (for iier 
father and mother died when she w^as only two years of 
age,) she has been brought up by her mother’s brother, 
Mr. Herbert, President of Nevis, a gentleman whose for- 
tune and cViaracter must be well known to all the West 
Indian Merchants, therefore I shall say nothing u[)on that 
head. Her age is twenty-two; and her personal accomplish- 
ments you vvill suppose I think equal to any person's 1 
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ever saw: but, without vanity, her mental accomplishments 
are superior to most people’s of either sex ; and we shall 
come together as two persons most sincerely attached to each 
other from friendship. Her son is under her guardianship, 
but totally independent of her. 

But I must describe Herbert to you, that you may know 
exactly how 1 stand; for when we apply for advice, we must 
tell all circumstances. Herbert is very rich and very proud, 
— he has an only daughter, and this niece, who he looks 
upon in the same light, if not higher. I have lived at his 
house, when at Nevis, since June last, and am a great fa- 
vourite of his. I have told him I am as poor as Job ; but he 
tells me he likes me, and I am descended from a good family, 
which his pride likes ; but he also says, ‘ Nelson, I am proud, 
and I must live like myself, therefore I can’t do much in my 
lifetime : when I die she shall have twenty thousand pounds ; 
and if ray daughter dies before me, she shall possess the 
major part of my property. I intend going to England in 
1787, and remaining there my life; therefore, if you two can 
live happily together till that event takes place, you have 
my consent.’ This is exactly my situation with him ; and I 
know the way to get him to give me most, is not to appear to 
want it : thus circumstanced, who can I apply to but )’ou ? The 
regard you have ever expressed for me leads me to hope you 
will do something. My future happiness, I give you my 
honour, is now in your power: if you cannot afford to give 
me any thing for ever, you will, I am sure, trust to me, that 
if I ever can afford it, I will return it to some part of your 
family. 1 think Herbert will be brought to give her two or 
three hundred a year during his life ; and if you will either 
gii^e we, I will call it — I think you will do it — either one 
hundred a year, for a few years, or a thousand pounds, how 
happy you will make a couple who will pray for you for ever. 
Don’t disappoint me, or niy heart will break: trust to my 
honour to do a good turn for some other person if it is in my 
power. I can say no more, but trust implicitly to your good- 
ness, and pray let me know of your generous action by the 
first Packet. 

I shall send by this Packet some queries, which I must beg 
you will get your Solicitor '*o answer, for here are divided 

VOL. I. L 
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opinions in this Country as to the right of Admirals, Captains, 
&c., seizing Vessels to the King’s use under the Navigation 
Laws ; and the King’s Order in Council, which is directed to 
the Admiralty, conjointly with the Treasury, and the Admi^ 
ralty have sent it to the Admiral, with an order to give direc- 
tions to the Commanders of the King’s Ships to see that it is 
complied with. Does not ‘ complied with ’ certainly mean 
to imply, that if I find a Vessel breaking the proclamation, I 
am to bring her to punishment? or a circumstance may 
happen — for it has happened — a Vessel comes into the Hoads 
or Bays, when the Ship may produce to the Officer an 
English Register : I tell him, ‘ Friend, you are an American 
bottom, and not qualified to trade in the British Colonies.’ 
The Master naturally says, ‘ Sir, my owners have ordered me 
here to trade, and I can’t carry the Vessel to a Foreign Island.’ 
The Master will not go away — I can’t let him stay ; therefore 
must not the Vessel be tried in Admiralty, to know whether 
she is, or is not, a Vessel properly qualified to carry on trade 
with our Colonies ? I do not seize as a Custom-House Officer, 
qui tam^ &c. but transmit the circumstance of the Seizure to 
the King’s Advocate General, who prosecutes for the King 
alone ; and if she remains forfeited, she is wholly and solely 
his Majesty’s: after which the King may, without prejudice 
to any individual, give the whole, or any part, to such persons 
as he thinks fit. Pray get me some Legal advice upon this 
subject, and send me out tlie King’s proclamation for dis- 
tributing Seizures. The mercantile lawyers say that the right 
of the King's Ships to make Seizures by the Na\igatioii 
Act, is taken away by the 13th and 14th Charles the Second, 
chapter lltb, section 15tli, where it says, ‘None shall 
seize but Officers of the Customs, &c., or persons authorized 
by Warrant from the Treasury, or by vSpccial Commission 
from his Majesty, under Great or Privy Seal, and all other 
Seizure shall be void,* tScc. 

I am clearly of opinion that we do hold our Commissions 
eventually under the Great Seal, for the Admiralty is only 
a Patent place during pleasure ; and that the Act seems to 
think so, — read the next clause, ‘an indemnification for .all 
Officers of the Customs, or any Officer or Officers, person or 
persons authorized to put in execution the Act for increasing 
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Shipping and Navigation, their Deputies,* &c. What occasion 
could there be to indemnify the Officers enjoined to put the 
Navigation Act in force, if the power had been taken away 
by the preceding clause ? It appears to me that the Par- 
liament was afraid it might be wrong construed, therefore 
included them by name in a subsequent clause. Well done, 
Lawyer Nelson ! The 3rd of George the Third, chapter 22nd, 
section 4th, recites, that it may he necessary to employ 
Men-of-War upon the coasts of Great Britain, &c. of the 
colonies, &c. Are not the King’s Ships here employed to 
see the Navigation Act and the King’s Order of Council 
carried into effect ? Yes : the Admiralty has given the 
Admiral such orders, and the Admiral has given them to the 
King’s Ships. Once more, get me some Legal advice upon 
all tins matter. Best wishes for the happiness of every part 
of your family, and may they enjoy the happiness *tis so much 
in your {)ower to give me ; but on every occasion believe that 
1 am, 

Your most affectionate 

IIouATio Nelson. 

I enclose some Queries, which pray have opinions upon from 
eminent Lawyers. — II. N. 


TO I OKI) SYDNEY, SECRETARY OE STATE. 

[Coi>y, in Capt.iiii Nelson’s Narrative, vide p. 170 post.] 

Boreas, Nevis, November 17th, 1780. 

My Lord, 

An Opinion which Doctor Scott^ has given to some questions 
of the Officers of the Customs at Basseterre, St. Christopher s, 
doubting the right of the King’s Ships to seize unless they are 
made as Custom House Officers, will once more stir up some 
people in this Country against me. What are they now 
saying ? Has the Captain of a Man-of-War no right to seize 
our Ships, although they have transgressed the Navigation 
Laws ? Tlie Custom House officers tell 7io ; Doctor Scott 
has given his Opinion against the right wdiicli the Act of 
Navigation had formerly given them. Thus circumstanced, 

' Afterwards Lord Stowell, »nd Judge of the Admiralty Court. 

L 2 
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your Lordship will not be surprised at receiving a letter from 
me. I am apt to think that the Officers of the Customs 
stated their queries as to seizures in general, and not upon 
the Navigation Laws. Upon the former grounds, I should 
answer 710, we have no right. But I contend, that if I find 
a Vessel trading in these Colonies, that is either not British 
built, or solely owned by British Subjects, or not navigated 
according to Law, that Vessel I am strictly required to seize, 
and to carry her into the Admiralty Court to be proceeded 
against. 

The situation of Vessels where I conceive our right of 
seizure does not extend, is as follow’s, — A Ship arrives in 
port; upon being boarded by the Officers of the King’s Ship for 
to examine whether she is British built, owned, and navigated 
as the Law directs, and finding that she is a Vessel duly 
qualified to trade in the British Colonies, we can have no 
more business with her, although we should be informed she 
is loaded with contraband goods. What I should do would be 
to inform the Revenue Officers, for Captains of jVIen-of-War 
are not invested with power even to stop the Ship. That 
part of the Navigation Act which relates to ‘built,’ 8cc., from 
tlie situation of Great Britain for these last hundred years, 
has had very little occasion to be attended to, as British Ship- 
ping was so much cheaper than any other; and there never 
was a trial upon the first part of the Navigation Act in tlioae 
Colonies till I brought it forward ; therefore here I stand, the 
butt for every Lawyer that pleases to throw his venom at. 

My former Letters and Memorial specified that his Majesty’s 
proclamation was most shamefully evaded, by connivance in 
some, and imposition in others, of the Officers of the Customs; 
so that nearly the whole Trade, between the British Colonies 
and the United States of America, was carried on in American 
bottoms. To see the American Ships and Vessels, with their 
Colours flying, in defiance of the Laws, and by permission of 
the Officers of the Customs, loading and unloading in our Ports, 
was too mucli for a British Officer to submit to. I could not 
even by a tacit acquiescence suffer a Commerce so prejudicial 
to Britain to be carried on, legal or illegal: 1 was fully deter- 
mined to suppress it. 

We know that Commerce is the enricher of every Coun- 
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try ; and where She flourishes most, that will be the greatest 
Country. I felt it my duty, and certainly it was my inclina- 
tion, to preserve the Carrying Trade to our Country, as it 
encouraged llritish artificers, manufacturers, and seamen. 
At this moment, there are nearly fifty Sail employed in 
the trade, between the Islands of St. Kitts, Nevis, and 
America, which are truly J3ritish built, owned, and navi- 
gated. Had I been an idle spectator, (without, 1 hope, being 
accused of arrogance,) my firm belief is, that not a single 
Vessel would have belonged to these Islands in the Foreign 
trade. I could wish to have the Opinion of the Crown Law- 
yers in England touching these matters, and Doctor Scott’s 
Opinion. A doubt is now started, (and I may probably be 
persecuted in this Country upon it,) that if the Custom- House 
give leave to a Foreigner to trade, I have no right to hinder 
him, but must look on as an idle spectator. I am furnished 
very lately, by the Admiral, with his Majesty’s Proclamation; 
I sliould even have esteemed that, a suflicient authority for 
bringing to p\mishmcnt all those who offend against it. But 
Doctor Scott has, by a General Opinion, put these Islands, 
(which had recognised my right, and were all quiet,) in a 
ferment against me. 

I want not — I wish not — to be a Custom-House Officer; 
for however honourable the protecting the Revenue is, I must 
for ever derive my right of protecting it, from my commis- 
sion as Captain in the Navy, and not by deputation from a 
Board, with which I can have no possible connexion in 
my professional line. ]My sincere wish and ambition are 
to prove myself a faitliful servant to my Country, by preserv- 
ing to her the Carrying IVade to and from her own Colo- 
nies. One thing more, although of a more private nature 
than the other parts of rny letter, I trust to your Lordship’s 
goodness in telling me, is, whether from untoward circum- 
stances a prosecution at Law should commence against me, 
shall I (if 1 prove it happened through an earnest endeavour 
to do my duty properly) be supported by Administration ? 
I have the honour to remain, with the highest respect. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

IIOHATIO Nf.lson. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, BURNHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Borciis, English Harbour, December 15th, 1785. 

My dear Brother, 

You are so good a correspondent, that I fear I miss an- 
swering all your letters, but let me beg this may not hinder 
your exactness ; for I do not, be assured, miss intentionally. 
You will have heard from my Father and Mr. Suckling — in- 
deed, I think it was hinted to you, before the hurricane 
months — that I am in a fair way of changing my situation. 
The dear object you must like. Her sense, polite manners, and 
to you I may say, beauty, you w'ill much admire : and although 
at present we may not be a rich couple, yet I have not the 
least doubt but we shall be a happy pair : — the fault must be 
mine if we are not. Your rum, &c. I shall certainly procure, 
and everything you want from hence. I wish you were fixed 
in your house, for really you begin to be too old to walk about 
the world without a fixed residence of your own. Many 
EUen^ and then you are settled for life ; but in all this you 
will please yourself, I know. 

I told you long ago, Miss Rosy was married to Major 
Browne of the (37th. They live at St. John’s, and wore 
they to stay there till doomsday I should not ride so 
far to visit them. I have the Leeward Station still, but direct 
as usual to Barbadoes. We are put in here by bad wea- 
ther, having sprung our mainmast, and hurt the Ship a 
good deal. We are all well on board, and everybody desires 
their kind remembrance to the Bishop. You arc still upon 
the Books as Chaplain. You will accumulate a fortune if 
you proceed this way. You shall give me a hor.-^e, however. 
Remember me kindly to Mrs. Bolton and her family when 
you see them ; to the Walpoles, and all my old acquaintances. 
Bless you, and believe I am, with great truth, 

Your affectionate Brother, 

lIouATio Nelson. 

Herbert, President of Nevis, says you seem a good fellow ; 
he will make a cask of remarkable fine rum for you double- 
proof. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NEX.SON, SWAFFHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Nevis, January 1st, 178M. 

My dear Brother, 

Although I wrote to my Father and your Honour by the 
Packet which sailed from St. KitPs only two days ago, yet as 
1 have received a letter from you since my last, I shall send 
another across the Atlantic, to say I am well, and as merry 
as I wish. So I must be, you will conclude, sitting by the 
woman who will be my wife ; and every day am I more than 
ever convinced of the propriety of my choice, and I shall 
be happy with her. You will esteem her for herself when you 
know her ; for she possesses sense far superior to half the 
people of our acquaintance, and her manners are Mrs. Mou- 
tray’s. The Admiral lives in a Boarding-house at Barbadoes, 
not much in the style of a British Admiral. Lady H., with 
her daughter, Mrs. Browne, in St John’s, Antigua. They 
all pack off next May, certainly, and I hope most devoutly 
they will take the Admiral with them, but he wishes much to 
remain another Station. He is too much of a fiddler for me. 

Am I to think you are in Norfolk, or at Bath ? You may push 
for Miss Dorothea, and then you will soon be a Bishop, without 
any interest but money, which is indeed tlie strongest of any. 
To everybody that asks after me, say, ‘ how d’ye ?’ To Mrs. 
Bolton, Edmund, &c., Scc., love and kind remembrances. 
Adieu, and believe me to be, your most aftectionate Brother, 

lIoKATio Nklson. 

Mr. Herbert says he will make some fine rum for you, and 
you must mind and have the Norfolk turkeys, fat, ready for 
eating. A merry Christmas, and a happy new year. To my 
father and Kate give my kind love. 
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TO LORD SYJ)NEY, SECRETARY OF STATE. 

[Copy, in Captain Nelson’s Narrative, vide p. 179 post.] 

Boreas, Nevis, February 4th, 1786. 

My Lord, 

Herewith I transmit you a Register which was granted at 
-Antigua, to an American. His story is (I liave no doubt) 
fact. He arrived in May, 1784, at St. John's, with no Colours 
or Papers, said he was obliged to leave the Continent, (this was 
a long time after the evacuation of New York,) and the man 
had never been in a British Port. He gets permission in the 
first instance, by a Protest that his Vessel was not fit to keep 
the Sea, to sell his cargo. He then asks if he can’t obtain a Re- 
gister; ‘Yes,’ was their answer; ‘if you can swear to the best of 
your knowledge, that the Vessel was taken and condemned, 
and that you are an Englishman, we will give you a Register.* 
They then, as your Lordship will see by the Register, permit 
the man to swear that the Vessel was built in America, in 
was taken, and legally condemned, although the man had told 
them before he had no Bill of Sale, copy of Condemnation, 
or any Paper whatever. The man perjured himself, there is 
no doubt; but the Custom-House appears to me to have 
very negligently filled the duties of their station. 

But now I shall advance a little further, that your Lordship 
may have every insight it is in my power to give. The Vessel 
w^as very old: after her cargo was sold, if the Vessel liad not 
been permitted to a Register, she was not w'orth taking away, 
and would have been sold for a hulk, but obtaining a Register 
she is carried back to America, where a new Vessel of the 
same description is put upon the stocks. I'he man then makes 
another voyage to Antigua, that he may be looked upon vvitli- 
OLit suspicion, and liis \'esscl be established in tlie 'IVade. He 
then, in the winter, works himself, ami in the Spring, 1785, 
launches a new \'essel of exactly the same dimensions. He 
has been trading to several of the Islands, hut has at Inst 
fallen under my inspection, and is condemned: the man not 
claiming licr, only saying, if the Custom-house at St John’s, 
Antigua, had not granted him a Register for his old Sloop, lie 
should still have had his property as an American, and that he 
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has a great mind to prosecute them for encouraging him in 
taking out a British Register. 

I cannot help observing how ready the Custom-Houses of 
this Country are to grant Registers, Entries, &c. It certainly 
increases their fees : whether they get anything further, your 
Lordship must judge, as well as myself, for it is a matter that 
I cannot prove, whatever I may think. They have, hitherto, 
in all the Islands which I have been at, uniformly opposed 
the King’s Ship under my command : first, upon a ground 
that I had no right to seize, (that was tried at St. Christo- 
jihor’s) ; secondly, that the Vessel was in Port, and that I can 
have no business with Vessels after Entry at the Custom- 
house; thirdly, it is making myself a judge of their actions, 
which I have no authority to do. But, my Lord, I shall still 
go on, and to the utmost of rny power, protect to effect the 
Commerce, the Manuh^cturer, the Ship-builder, and the Sea- 
men of Croat Britain, and preserve them all for Her where I 
am stationed. If my conduct meets with ayiprobation at Home, 
1 mind not the epithets bestowed upon me by these Custom- 
Houses. My Lord, examine well all sides, and you will soon 
see, that in the first place, till exemplary punishments are in- 
flicted upon those Officers who have encouraged the Foreigners 
to trade with our Colonies, the evil never will cease ; and after 
that is done, it will be found necessary to call in all old 
Registers, and grant a new one, and of a new form. I should 
conceive something like the Mediterranean Passes, for very 
many old Registers are daily sold to Americans, and the 
Custom-Houses gloss over them, although they know how they 
are obtained. 

I shall stand acquitted by your Lordship and my Country 
of any interested views in thus representing these malprac- 
tices, for I have no interest to obtain any place, nor do I ever 
expect any but what rises from a faithful discharge of my duty; 
and if I am taken notice of for that, I shall always endeavour 
to keep in view what preferment was given me for. 

I have the honour, ^c. 

IIoK.\Tio Nelson. 
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TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clarke and M’ Arthur, vol. i.p OO.J 

Boreas, English Harbour, 2.5th Feb. 1 70G. 

My Dear Fanny, 

We landed Mr. A.dye" yesterday afternoon at St. John’s ; 
and after a disagreeable night, liere we arrived this morning. 
Captain Collingwood is gone into the Country, therefore from 
this place I sail at daylight. You are too good and indulgent; 
I both know and feel it : but my whole life shall ever be de- 
voted to make you completely happy, whatever whims may 
sometimes take me. We are none of us perfect, and myself 
probably much less so than you deserve. I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. KISBET. 

[From Clarke ami M'Arthur, vol. i. p. MO.] 

Oft' the Island of Deseada, .'5rd ^larcb, 1700. 

Separated from you, what pleasure can 1 feel ? none, be 
assured: all my happiness is centred with thee; and where 
thou art not, there 1 am not hapj)y. Every day, hour, and act, 
convince me of it. With my heart filled w ith the purest and 
most tender afiectioii, do I write this: for were it not so, you 
know me well enough to be certain, that even at this moment 
I would tell you of it. I daily thank God, who ordained that 
I should be attached to you. He has, I firmly believe, in- 
tended it as a blessing to me; and I am well convinced you 
w ill not disappoint his beneficent intentions. 

Fortune, that is, money, is the only thing I regret the want 
of, and that only for the sake of my affectionate Fanny. But 
the Almighty, who brings us together, will, 1 doubt not, take 
ample care of us, and prosper all our undertakings. No 
dangers .shall deter me from pursuing every honourable means 
of providing liandsomely for you and yours; and again let me 
repeat, that my dear Josiah shall ever be considered by me 
as one of my own. J'hat Omnipotent Being, who secs and 
knows what passes in all hearts, knows what I have written to 


^ if. C. Adyc, E-vp, vide p. J77, post. 
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be my undisguised sentiments towards the little fellow. I am 
uneasy, but not unwell. Nothing but the AdmiraVs orders to 
be at Barbadoes at a given time, hindered me from coming 
down after my letters. Sir Richard Hughes, I am certain, 
would have overlooked my disobedience of orders, and have 
thought I had served the friend, who had neglected to bring 
iny letters, very properly. But I cannot bear the idea of 
disobeying orders: I should not like to have mine disobeyed : 
therefore I came on. However, it was a toss-up, I assure you. 

[Aj^parcntly in continuation.] 

March 9th. 

At last we are arrived ; and as we came into the bay on one 
side, the Adamant ^ made her appearance on the other. Cap- 
tain K — has brought me one letter from Antigua; for which 
one, although I know' there are more, I retract all my mis- 
chievous wishes ; and I have received several at this place 
from my sister and brother ; the former from Bath, where my 
old friend Scriviner desires to be kindly remembered to me. 
I don’t think my dear sister knows of my intentions of alter- 
ing my situation, or she would have mentioned it. My friend 
]\I.‘ is still there: but I have not a line. It is wmnderful, and 
1 cannot account for it. 1 know myself to be so steady in my 
friendships, that I cannot bear the least coolness or inatten- 
tion in others. My brother takes it for granted I am a 
married man, and in conseijuence desires his love. From my 
uncle Suckling 1 have a very kind letter, saying he will do 
everything in his power to add to my happiness ; and if I 
should want it, that he will give me pecuniary assistance.^ 
It is strongly reported that we are to sail from this Country in 
June next: if that is to be the case, my time is short. All 
this affects my spirits, and will not allow' me to feel so plea- 
sant as I wish ; and makes me the more regret that 1 had not 
paid greater attention to getting money. But I will have 
done with this subject. You must write often, and long 
letters. I am, &c. 

IIoiLvrio Ni:l.son. 

^ 'I’hc Adamant, Caj>tain David Knox, tl’on a Commander ; he was Posted on 
the loth of IVbniary 1709. 

* Apparently ('ai'tain Motitray, who died at J>alh in 17r>o. 

“ this ua« liberally dene for . me years by Mv. Suckling/'— fVtnAv a)ul 
vol.i. p. bl. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKEll, ESQ., WEST MALLIXG. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers ] 

Boreas, otf Martiiiico, March 5th, 1786, 

My dear Friend, 

Your kind letter of December 5th I only received a few days 
ago at Antigua, for the Post-Offices here are sadly careless 
of our letters, and if we do not happen to be at the Island 
where they arrive, they will not be at the trouble of forward- 
ing them to us. You accuse me too justly of not writing ; I 
know' myself to be a sad careless fellow in that respect, and 
too often neglect my best friends; but really for this last year 
I have been plagued to death This Station has not been over- 
pleasant : had it not been for Collingvvood, it would have been 

the most disagreeable 1 ever saw. Little , poor fellow, 

between Bacchus and Venus, is scarcely ever thoroughly in his 
senses. I am very sorry for him, for his heart is good ; but 
he is not fit to command a Man-of-War. His Ship is the merest 
privateer you ever saw — such men hurt the Service more than 
it is ill the power of ten good ones to bring hack. The rest 
of the Captains I know nothing of ; nor am I ambitious of the 
honour of their acquaintance. Sir Bichard Hughes you 
know, probably better than myself, and that he is a fiddler; 
therefore, as his time is taken up tuning that instrument, you 
will consequently expect the Squadron is cursedly out of tunc. 
I don’t like to say much against my Commander-in-Chief ; 
there has been too much of that the late War; but as 1 only 
tell it to you as a friend, you will not let it go further than you 
think right. Not that I can care who knows it ; for 1 shall 
produce my orders whenever I come home, from some circum- 
stances which has lately Iiappened. 

It was near the hurricane months when I arrived in this 
Country, consequently nothing could be done till they were 
over in November, when the Squadron arrived at Ikirha- 
does, and the Ships were to be sent to the different Islands, 
with orders only to examine the anchorages, and whether 
there was wood and water. This did not appear to me to 
be the intent of placing Men-of-War in peaceable times, 
therefore I asked Cullingwood to go with me (for his senti- 
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ments and mine were exactly similar) to the Admiral. I 
then asked him if we were not to attend to the Commerce of 
our Country, and to take care that the British trade was kept 
in those channels that the Navigation Laws pointed out. He 
answered, he had no orders, nor had the Admiralty sent him 
any Acts of Parliament. I told him it was very odd, as every 
Captain of a Man-of-War was furnished with the Statutes of the 
Admiralty, in which was the Navigation Act, which Act was 
directed to Admirals, Captains, &c., to'sce it carried into exe- 
cution. He said he had never seen the Book ; but having pro- 
duced and read the Laws to him, he seemed convinced that 
JVIen-of-War were sent abroad for some other purpose than to 
be made a show of. ('Hie rebel Americans at this time tilled 
our Ports.) Sir Richard then gave Orders to all the S(piadron 
to see the Navigation Act carried into execution. When I 
went to my Station at St. Kitts, I turned away all the rebels, 
not choosing to seize them at that time, as it would have ap- 
peared a trap for them. 

In December, to my astonishment, comes down an order 
from him, telling us he had received good advice, and re- 
quiring us not to hinder the Americans from coming in, 
and having free egress and regress, if the Governors 
chose to allow them ; and a copy of the order he sent to 
the Governors and the Presidents of the Islands. The General 
Shirley^ and others began by sending letters not far differ- 
ent from orders, that he should admit them in such and 
such situations; telling me the Admiral had left it to them, 
but they thought it right to let me know' it. Mr. Shirley 
I soon trimmed up and silenced.^ Sir Richard Hughes' was a 
more delicate business ; I must either disobey my orders, or 
disobey Acts of Parliament, which the Admiral was disobey- 


Goneral Tlumius Sliirloy was appointed Captuin-CJcneral of tlic Leeward Is- 
Innds, in l7Sl,and in .lune 17U(», was croattnl a IJaronct ; lie dijil at Hath, in 
1‘obruaiy IHOO. Slcmmata S>hirU'iana^ Ito. lJUt, p. *215. 

’ Captain Wallis says in his Narn, live, that (Jovernor Shirley, feeling irritated 
id Nelson’s remonstrances, told hin ‘ That old Generals were not in the habit 
nt taking advice from young gentleir.-n to which Nelson replioJ, “ 1 have the 
honour, Sir, of being as old ns the Vrime Minister of Engla nl, and think 
niyself as caj)able of coinuianding o of his ^Majesty’s Ships iis that Minister is 
of governing the State.’* — Originalf \ the Nelson Papers. 
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ing. I determined upon the former, trusting to the upright- 
ness of my intention, and believed that my Country would not 
allow me to be ruined, by protecting her Commerce. I first, 
to Sir Richard, expatiated upon the Navigation Laws to the best 
of my ability ; told him I was certain some person had been 
giving him advice, which he would be sorry for having taken 
against the positive directions of an Act of Parliament ; and 
that I was certain Sir Richard had too much regard for the 
Commerce of Great Britain to suffer our worst Enemies to 
take it from us; and that too at a time when Great Britain 
was straining every nerve to suppress illegal Trade at Home, 
which only affected the Revenue ; and that I hoped we should 
not be singular in allowing a much more ruinous traffic to he 
carried on under the King’s Flag; and in short, that I should 
decline obeying his orders, till I had an opportunity of 
seeing and talking to him, at the same time making him an 
apology. 

At first, I hear, he was going to send a Captain to supersede 
me; but having mentioned the matter to his Captain, he was 
told that he believed all the Squadron thought he had sent ille- 
gal orders, therefore did not know how far they were obliged 
to obey them. This being their sentiments, he could not try 
me here, and now he finds I am all right, and thanks me for 
having put him right. I told the Custom-Houses I should, 
after such a day, seize all Foreigners in our Islands, and keep 
them out to the utmost of my power till that time : the Cus- 
tom-Houses fancied 1 could not seize without a Deputation, 
therefore disregarded my threats. In May last I seized the 
first ; I had the (rovernor, tlie Customs, all the Planters upon 
me; subscriptions wore soon filled to prosecute me; and my 
Admiral stood neuter, although his Flag was then in the Roads. 
Before the first W'ssel was tried, I had seized four others ; and 
having sent for the Masters on board to examine them, and 
the Marines onboard the vessels, not allowing some of them 
to go on shore, I had Writs taken out against me, and damages 
laid for the enormous sum of €4,000 sterling. 

When the Trial came on, I was protected by the Judge 
for the day; hut the Marshal was desired to ancnt 
[me], aud the Merchants promised to indemnify them for 
the act: hut the Judge having: declared he would send him 
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to prison if he dared to do it, lie desisted. I fortunately 
attached myself to an honest Lawyer; and don't let me 
forget, the President of Nevis ® offered in Court to become 
my bail for 10,000, if I chose to suffer the arrest. He 
told them I had done only my duty ; and although he suf- 
fered more in proportion than any of them, he could not 
blame me. At last, after a Trial of two days, w'e carried our 
cause, and the vessels were condemned. I was a close pri- 
soner on board for eight weeks, for had I been taken, I most 
assuredly should have been cast for the whole sum. I had 
nothing left but to send a Memorial to the King, anif lie 
was good enough to order me to be defended at his expense, 
and sent orders to Mr. Shirley to afford me every assistance 
in the execution of my duty, and referring him to my letters, 
8:c., as there was in them, what concerned him not to have 
sidfered. 

The 'Freasury, by the last Packet, has transmitted thanks 
to Sir Richard Hughes, and the Officers under him, for their 
activity and zeal in protecting the Commerce of Great Bri- 
tain. Had they known what I have told you, (and if my 
friends think I may, without impropriety, tell the story my- 
self, I shall do it wlien I get Home,) I don’t think they would 
have bestowed thanks in that quarter and have neglected me. 

I feel much hurt that after the loss of health and risk of for- 
tune, another should be thanked for what I did against his 
orders. I eitiier deserved to be sent out of the Service, or at 
least have had some little notice taken of me. They have 
thought it worthy of notice, and have neglected me; if this is 
the reward for a faithful discharge of my duty, 1 shall be 
careful and never stand forward again ; but I have done my 
duty, and have nothing to accuse myself of. 

I wish I could tell you any [thing] pleasant about your Domi- 
nica estate I would not have you lay of getting much 

from it ; however, when I go inquiries what it is 

worth,, and what taxes are due for it." 'I'he runaway slaves 
have been very troublesome at that Island. Governor Stew- 
art’s estate is entirely ruined and all the white people 
killed. He is at Grenada for his health, having had a para- 


* Mr. Herbert, the uncle of Mrs. Ni.s)K't. 
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lytic stroke which deprived one side of him of life: it is thought 
he will not recover it Many thanks for the inquiries of those 
who remember me. Pray present my best compliments, 
and pray do as you intend, saying as many handsome things 
as you please of me to the Kirkes, not upon Miss’s account, 
for most probably the next time you see me will be as a Bene- 
dict. I think I have found a woman who will make me 
happy; I will tell you more of the matter shortly, for my 
paper is full. Remember me to Kingsmill; he is much [more] 
in use than myself as to writing. To Lord Ducie^^ say com- 
pliments ; why has he never sent the younker ? I am sorry 
he has left the Service. Adieu, my dear Friend, and believe 
that I am, with (he most unfeigned regard and esteem. 

Yours faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Captain Sandys quitted the Latona on the 8th of March. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ES(i. 

[From “ the Athenicurn,"] 

Boreas, Carlisle Bay, March 9th, 

My dear Uncle, 

Your kind letter of January 3rd I received yesterday on my 
arrival here from Nevis. When I made application to you in 
November, it was, I assure you, not so much considering you 
in the light of a near relation as of a sincere friend, who 
would do every [thing] which was proper for the happiness of 
one who sincerely regarded and est(*emed him, and whoso 
friendship w^as pure, without any interested views in it; and 
had it not been for one sentence in your letter, viz. ‘ Your ap- 
plication has in a great degree deprived me of my free agency,’ 
I should have been supremely happy; but my feelings are too 
quick, and I feel sharply what perhaps others would not, so 

® The Ilonourahh; Francis UeynohlH, Lord Ducio, who was made a Post Ca|^- 
tain in April 17<i2, and dintiiiguirthed himself on many occasions, particularly 
Lord Rodney’s action, lie suc-ceeded as Ith Lonl Ducie, in September 17>5 j» 
and soon after retired from the Service. Lord Ducio died in August 1R08. 
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they gained their ends, lliat sentence would make me sup- 
pose that you thought 1 conceived 1 had a right to ask pecu- 
niary assistance: it you did think so, be assured you did me 
great injustice ; for I was convinced, that whatever you might 
be kind enough to do for me, must spring from your own 
generous heart, and not from any shadow of right I could be 
fool enough to suppose I derived from our relationship. 

delations are not always the people we are to look up to for 
doing friendly ollices. O rny dear uncle ! you can't tell what I 
feel — indeed, I can hardly write, or know wliat 1 am writing : 
you would pity me did you know what I suffer by that sentence 
— for although it does not make your act less generous, yet it 
embitters iny happiness. Vou must know me, and conse- 
quently that 1 am guided by the strictest rules of honour and 
integrity ; and that had I not been more ambitious of fame 
than money, I should not most probably [have] been under 
the necessity of making the present application to you. No 
dangers or dilliculties shall ever deter me from doing my ut- 
most to j)rovide handsomely for my dearest Fanny, for with 
the purest and most tender affection do I love her. Her 
virtues and accomplishments are not more conspicuous than 
luM* goodness of heart and gentleness of disposition ; and you 
will esteem her for herself when you know her. 

Your readiness in giving, my dear Friend, will not make mo 
more anxious to receive; for can I live without your put- 
ting yourself to the iiiconvenionee of advancing me money, 
1 certainly shall do it, for iny disposition is not that of endea- 
vouring to grasp all it can. The greatest ielicity 1 can enjoy 
is tO'tnake her lia})py ; for myself I can care hut liltle when 
she is considered ; and 1 could lay down my life with pleasure 
at this moment for her future happiness. After what I have 
written, you will believe my love is founded upon that strong 
basis which must have the appearance of enjoying happiness 
with her. I will endeavour, as much as my indisposed mind 
will let me, to answer all your questions about her son and 
herself. 

When Mrs. Nisliet married, Mr. Herbert promised two 
thousand pounds with her; but as her hiishaud settled in tiie 
Island, where he died a few months after, it never has been 
paid. given, and should pay to tiie child 

VOT.. I. M 
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one thousand pounds when he grew up; and that he should 
bring him up at his expense, and put him in a way of provid- 
ing for himself. Mr. Nisbet (the gentleman whose wife went 
astray) was a brother. His estate, I understand from Mr. 
Herbert, owes for money lent, and attending it as Doctor, about 
5000/. Currency ; but Dr. Nisbet dying insane, without a Will, 
or any Papers which were regular, has made this business 
rather troublesome, as JMr. Nisbet wishes to pay as little as 
he can help. Mr. Stanley, the Attorney General, whose pro- 
perty is next Mr. Herbert’s and who is his particular friend, 
has undertaken to settle it for her. 

She will not get much ; but it must, I conceive, make her 
little fellow independent. Her Uncle, although he is a man 
who must have his own way in everything, yet 1 believe has 
a good and generous heart, and loves her and her son very 
sincerely; and I have every reason to suppose is as much 
attached to me as to any person w'ho could pay their addresses 
to his dear Fanny, as he always calls her. Although his in- 
come is immense, yet his expenses must he great, as his house 
is open to all strangers, and he entertains thcuninost hospitably. 
I can’t give you an idea of his wealth, for 1 don't believe he 
knows it himself. Many estates in that Island are mortgaged 
to him. The stock of Negroes upon his estate and cattle arc* 
valued at 60,000/. sterling : and lie sends to England (average 
for seven years) 500 casks of sugar. His daughter's fortune 
must be very large : and as he says, and told me at first, that 
he looked upon his niece as his child, I can have no reason to 
suppose that he will not provide handsomely for her. 1 had 
rather wish, that whatever he may do at her marriage, may 
flow spontaneously from himself. 

I have not an idea of being married till nearly the time 
of our sailing for England, which I did not think was to be till 
1787; but report says, (wiiich I don’t believe, by-tlic-bye, but 
you can ask Mr. Stephens,') we are to go Home this summer; 
but I thoiiglit it right to know every sentiment of my friends 
upon a business of this moment. I have tried your patience 
I am sure, therefore will have done. Pray send to 3Iarsli 
and Creed, my Agents, and ask if they have heard anything 


’ Tbr Sorretary to Admiralty. 
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of the Appeal. I wrote to them what I would have clone, 
and I have not had a line from tliern to know, whether they 
have ever received the letter. I can’t write to my Father, 
that perhaps you will have the goodness to say — I am well. 

Pray remember me most kindly to all your family, and to 
any gentlemen of the village- who do me the favour of asking 
after me, and believe that 1 am with the greatest affection. 

Your obliged Nephew, 

i I ( ) A T I O N K L SON . 

Some time ago (two months), a Whaler called tlie Yorick, 
arrived lierc from the Southern Fishery. He had no Register, 
but had a Clearance from London, where he said he was 
bound, and no other Papers whatsoever. Pray inquire if such 
a Ship ever arrived, as I believe she is run away with, and 
probably the Master got rid of by unfair meaiis. If I had met 
X certainly should have put a Lieutenant into her, and sent her 
to London to have the business cleared up, as the man said 
his owner lived there. 


TO MRS, NFSHET. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artluir, vol. i. p. lll.l 

liorcas, Carlisle Hay, March ‘Joth, 178f>. 

My dear Fanny, 

Most probably, when the Packet arrives, the Admiral’s 
Schooner will be so soon hurried away, that I shall not have a 

moment’s time to write The inhabitants here are 

heartily tired of my company. I am ready to give them iny 
room ; and they may assure themselves, I will not trouble them 
one moment longer than I can help: for although my person 
is with them, my heart, thoughts, and atfoctions are far off. 
Upwards of a month from Nevis. When 1 sailed, I hoped by 
this time to have been there again : but how uncertain are 
human expectations, and how vain the idea of fixing periods 
for happiness. I am anxious, yet sometimes fear to receive 
Mr. Herbert’s answer to my ieitor: yet why 1 should fear, I 


M 
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know not ; for I conceive I wrote nothing but what was pro- 
per and right. What signify professions of friendship, if they 
are never to be put to the test ? You, my dear Fanny, are all 
I care about : if you are satisfied, you will readily believe me, 
when I say, I shall. But I will give up the subject, and hope 
for the best. 

I'he Admiral lives very retired. I have twice dined with 
him. We are good friends, nor do I think I should soon dis- 
agree with him. He seems ready to do everything I can wish 
him. and only wants to bo well informed. Yhe Governor‘s and 
Mrs. Barry are very civil : they have given me a general invi- 
tation, and always appear glad to see me. l'\ir the last w^eek a 
French Man-of-War has been here and going about with them 
so much in the sun lias given me violent head.iclies. 1 sludl 
expect you will send me a long epistle. 


.March -’flili. 

I am involved in Law, and have Custom-House, See. ke. upon 
me: hut 1 fear not, being conscious of the rectitude of my in- 
tentions. 'riie Admiral is highly pleased with rny conduct 
hero, as you will believe, by sending me such fine lines with a 
white hat. I well know 1 am not of abilities to deserve wliat 
he has said of me: but 1 take it as they are meant, to show 
hi.s regard for me ; and his politeness and attention to me are 
great : nor shall I forget it. I like the man, although not all 
his acts. If you should ishow the lines to any person, I de- 
sire it may not he to any Oilicors of the Scjnadrjm with you, 
as the compliment is paid to me at their expense. Von will 
understand this as meant to extend to the very near relations 
of the parties : indeed, I do not wish to have them shown to 
anyone. How is my d(*ar .Josiah ? Ble.^^syou; and believe 
that 1 am, with the purest affection, yours most sincerely, 

IIoUATIO NkLSOxV. 


’ David l*;;rry, K.mj. 

^ It was pn»!M))ly tlw.s French frigate that was alluded to in (^'if/tain 
Narrative, though from writing twenty years after the ‘vejit, lie places llic 

tran.Haclion in ‘‘After the hurricane months were over, and the Ihire.is 

at anchor i;i Nevi-i Itoad, a French frigate {•as'^cd to leeward cl«se al'»Hn 
shore. Captain Nelson had information that this INi^^ale was dostined 
on a survey of our I and hat! on hoard two (leneral OHicers uikI 
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TO THK KlXu’li ATTOJINEV, AND ADVOC A T P-O FNKRA AT 
BAHBADOKS. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Barbadocs, April Gth, 178(i. 

Sir, 

Having a Brig on the J5th of last month, as forfeited to the 
use of his Majesty, which I hear this day the Judge has 
refused to try unless I will seize her for myself as well as the 
King, therefore I think it right for me to acquaint you that the 
vessel was seized by me for the use of the King. You will, Sir, 
by your Ollice make such application to his Excellency the 
Governor, as you think fit, in order that the vessel may be 
tried, and his Majesty not lose his rights, through wilful neg- 
lect of any person. 

I am, JSir, &c. 

Hokatio Nllson. 

some Engineers for lliat jmri)Ose, wliich information proved correct. Captai?i 
Nelson immediately (leterrnincd to attend her, and prevent their intentions : 
therefore he iinme<liutely under wci^uli and pur.Mied her. On the next 
(lay we foinid h(T at anchor in the Bead of St. Kii>talia and the Boreas 
was anchored at a!)ont two cables* len.uth on the J'reiicli frii;atc’s (piarter. 
After a reeiiirocity of civilities, sihitOvS, A:e., had passed on all sides, Captain 
Aelsori with Itis Ollieers wctc invited to meet the I’rencli OtHeers at dinner next 
day at the Dutch (i-overnor's, wineli was accepted; and it was at tin’s dinner 
that Captain Nelson made known hi.s intentions to : !i. ('iqUaiii of tlie French 
Frigate, lie said that understanding he intended visiting the F.nglish Islands, 
lie thought it his duty to aeeoin[)any him in the Eimlisli Frigate*, that at- 
tention may he I'aid to the Otfieers of his .Most (,’hristian .Majoty, which lie W’as 
sure every Enelidimau in the Islands would he proud of an (»:iportunity of 
doing. This declaration did not appear palatahle to the French Generals, and 
was politely refused by them as well ;is by the Caiitain of the French 
frigate', saying that their intention was only to take a erui/.e round the Islands, 
without stopping at any. However, Captain Nelson was determined not to be 
out done in and strictly adhered to his purpose. 'Die Frenchman per- 

ceiving the Englisli (’ommander's dritl, in a few days aiiandoncd his project, got 
under weigh, and boat up to IMarliniquo. Captain Nelson availed hiinselt ot the 
same opportunity, and heat up to Ihirhadijes, by which he never lost sight ot the 
I rcneh frigate until she got into Martinique, where she came from.” 

* Charles Brandford, F.sq. 
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TO MKS. XISBET. 

[From Chirkc and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. i{4.] 

Boreas, Carlisle Bay, Apiil 17, 1786. 

My dearest Fanny, 

I have been looking out anxiously for some time past, for 
the Adamant and Berbice, making sure of tlie pleasure of 
receiving a letter — but it is not to happen : therefore I must 
write what I know, and not answers to what you send. IMy 
letters from my sister and brother are very kind ; and, from 
the former, filled with every sentiment of affection for you. 1 
am involved in Law : and although everything will go as I 
wish it, yet I fear it will keep me this fortnight. I shall wisii 
the Vessels at the devil, and the whole Continent of America 
to boot. 

Lord Hood has the command at Portsmouth. I had a 
letter from him by the Packet. I am all anxiety to hear and 
know what 1 have to hope for from Leeward. 


April ‘2 .'{id. 

All the Squadron arc now liere holding Court-Martials, whicli 
will finish to-morrow, when they return to their respective Sta- 
tions, except poor me, who am kept to take care of two 
Yankees; 1 wish they were a hundred fathoms under water: 
and when I am likely to be released, 1 have not the smallest 
idea .... On 'I’uesday or Wednesday the Adamant sails for 
Antigua with Sir Richard — so much for the Flag-ship ; I 
should be sorry to have one: a Captain in her is never his own 
master. 1 am so much out of temper w ith this Island, that 1 
would rather sacrifice anything than stay. I have been upon 
the best terms with the Admiral, and I declare i think I 
could ever remain so. He is always remarkably kind and 
civil to every one : I told him that no one coiild think otiier* 
wise hut you, and I hoj)c(l you would be angry with him for 
keeping me away so vt*i v long. \\ henever 1 can settle abou^ 
my prizes here, I shall sail directly for Nevis. 

IJow is rny little .Josiah ? — I sent yesterday, the moment 
the Admiial told me the Schooner was going to Nevis, for 
nobody but m\ self knew it, as polite a note as I was able to 
. The servant brought word l)ack, there was no an- 
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swcr ; not even ‘ much obliged,* ‘ thank you,’ or any other word 
but what I have told you : I may be uncivilly treated once, 
and then it is my misfortune : but if I put it in any per- 
son’s power to be so a second time, it’s my fault. — Farewell 
for a little time ; and bless you, with all my heart and soul; 
and do believe, and never doubt, but that I am, with the most 
sincere affection, ever your 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur’s Life of Nelson, vol. i. p. 84.] 

Boreas, May 4th, 178(), Barbarous Island. 

My dearest Fanny, 

Never, never, do I believe, shall I get away from this detes- 
table spot. Had I not seized any Americans, 1 should now 
have been with you : but I should have neglected my duty, 
which I think your regard for me is too great, for you to liave 
wished me to have done. Duty is the great business of a Sea- 
officer. All private considerations must give way to it, how- 
ever painful it is. But 1 trust that time will not have lessened 
me in the o{)iuion of her, whom it shall be the business of my 
future life to make happy. Bless you, bless you. Ever, with 
the greatest affection, your 

Ho HAT I o N i: LSO N. 


TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

[Original, in the East India House.] 

Boreas, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, IMay 5th, 17S(i. 

Gentlemen, 

A circumstance which has happened at these Islands, I 
think is of very material consequence to your China Trade, 
&e., therefore I take the earliest opportunity of actiuaiuting 
you of it. Many persons have kno\N u of this event before it 
readied me, and I hope they iiave transmitted accounts of 
it to you ; but, for fear thev should not, 1 have taken the liberty 
of doing it. 
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A Mr. William llobinson of London bought, about two 
years ago, a twenty-gun Ship, (which was sold by [the] Navy 
Board,) called the Hydra. This Ship he fitted out in the 
Thames, loaded her with a cargo of goods, and cleared her at 
the Custom-house, London, for New York. A Mr. Green, 
late Secretary to Admiral Arbuthnot, is Supercargo of her. 
Instead of proceeding to New York, she has been trading upon 
the Coromandel Coast, at Bengal, and at China, under Ameri- 
can Colours and Papers, and after a successful voyage arrived at 
St. Eustatia, the latter end of March, where she is dispersing 
her cargo of tea, saltpetre, &c., &c., over the British West 
Indies. A Mr. Flarnilton of Nevis, I hear, has purchased up- 
wards of one hundred tons of saltpetre out of her. 

I understand she intends returning to London, and to ])Iay 
tlie same double game over again ; to prevent which I trans- 
mit you this account, and iliat you inay rake such measures as 
you tliink proper to prevent these iniquitous practices in 
future. 

1 can only lament that the King's Ship under iny command 
was removed from the Station at St. Christopher’s and Nevis-, 
on the last of February to this Island, or let me assure you 
that I should have thought it my iudispensaide duty to ha\e 
gone to St. Eustatia, and demanded the Ship and cargo, which 
I h('{.e to have been able to prevail upon the Dutch to liave 
given up, when I should have sent her to your House, to bo 
dealt with according to Law. 

I liave the honour to remain, Gentlemen, N.c. 

IIoKATio Nklson. 


TO iiii: ui:vi:ui:ni) mu. nelson, iiiLuoK()U(in. 

[ Auto;^rapfi, in the Nelson Papers. ] 

Boreas, Itai hadoes, May oth, 17 U<'. 

My dear Brother, 

Your letters of January and Eehruary are yet unanswered, 
nor is it through any fault of mine ; hut I have been so rriucli 
taken np here in a littl<» husines.s concerning Yankees. 
10 very body is again.st me, therefore I have a very unpleasant 
time, you will bLdicvc. But v\hy should 1 cany my troubles 

4 



/i”r. t27.] 


LEITERS. 


169 


across the Atlantic? I will have done. I have been here 
nearly three months, nor do I know when I shall he released. 
Kelly ^ was married the 2;lrd of March, and ho expects to sail 
for lOngland next month. Whether we go or not this year, 
irf quite uncertain. 1 am inclined to think we shall stay 
another year, hut Lord Howe^ is so close, nothing is to be got 
out of him. Sir Richard wishes to remain another Station, 
perhaps more so, now I^ady Hughes is gone home. She 
was to sail from English Harbour in the Unicorn, which has 
gone, I dare say, before this date. Mrs. llrowne goes with her, 
and carries a young Major. You will hear of them, I dare 
say, before you are long in England. 

U'e are as dead as to news, as you can possibly con- 
ceive, and telling only about ourselves is dull indeed. 
Mr. Wallis” was left at Nevis, unwell, but he has been 
so long there, that I am told he has got quite fat. Old 
Jammy was down in the Berbice for the bene- 

lit of the Nevis hot-baths, as he had the rheumatism very 
had. All else are well. Sandys went home a passenger 
in the Unicorn. I told you, 1 think, before. Captain 
Berkeley Uiad the Latona, and Gregory^ the Falcon. As 
to myself, I am well, and notwithstanding all my struggles 
in this country w ith bad people, I am perfectly at ease, so far, 
as I am conscious of the rectitude and uprightness of rny 
conduct ; and it is iny not allowing them to continue inimical 
to the Commeice of Great Biitain that has drawn down the 
displeasure of all the folks upon me. One sends me a 
challenge ; another Laws me : but 1 keep them all off, nor 

Captiiin William Hiiucock Kelly, lliinl son of Arllnir Kelly, Ksij., of Kelly 
ill Devonshire. I le ivas imule ii I’osl-Caplain, JUh August 1 Thlk married Sally, 
daugliter of Maunus Morton, Esq., Ji .ludjfe i:i Nevis, and died a \ ice-Admiial 
of tlie niuo in May 1811. — Jliirke's Pivliotmrif of the Landul iicntry^ Kd. 
1811, p. 0'U7. Kelly was a first cou>i!i of \ iseountess Nelson, their 

mothers haviiifi been sisters of.Toim Uichardson Ilinheit, Esej., Pre?ident of Ne\is. 

’ I' i rst f iU r« 1 o f t h e A il m i ml ty . 

” hirst Lieutenant of tlio Boreas. 

'* Master of the Boreas. 

‘ Captain the I lonouraMe George CmnfioM Berkeley, wlio was made a Post- 
Captain in 1780, and ilied an .'\dmiral ami (».G.B., in 181.8. 

CleorgL* postod on the ‘J’Jnd Noveinher he eoni- 

manded the Veteran in the i\attlc of C.an)i*crdowM, ami l>ct..iae a 1 l.i;, Ollieer 

in 1810, 
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have they been able to do the least thing to injure me. I am 
not married yet. In England you think these matters are 
done in a moment If you had considered I was a Sailor, and 
what should I do carrying a wife in a Ship, and when 1 marry 
I do not mean to part with my wife. I can’t say much, for 
this comes by a Merchant-ship, and possibly it may never 
reach you, but believe me always to be with real truth your 
most aftectionate brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Remember me to all who inquire after me, to Mrs. Bolton, 
lulward Suckling, &c., &c. Everybody on board desires to 
be remembered. 


TO nULir STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIKALTV. 

[Oijginjil,in tlu; Admiralty.] 

Horeas, 3Iay ‘Jlfit, 17110'. 

Sir, 

Sir Richard Hughes having directed me to forward all siu li 
other papers and letters, relative to the Ve.ssels seized by me 
in Carlisle Bay, Barhadoes, as had been written to, or re- 
ceived by me, since tliose transmitted by him, I do therefore 
inclose all copies of papers and letters which I have in my 
possession.'^ I can’t help observing there is in the Judge’s 
conduct what appears very extraordinary, and their Lord- 
ships will notice it, as well as myself. In Captain Culling- 
wood’s cause, the Judge declared, that as Captain Colling- 
wood had not a Deputation, he had no right to bring forward 
an information for himself, as well as the King, for the Law 

^ The euelo'^urc'? consistc<l of Informations ((.’aptain N’elsoirs Letter t<> tlio 
Attorni-V (leiifral, of’tlu nth of April, p. In’d atite); f.etters Ironi ihe Attoriuy 
GeJieral to Caittain Nelson, hieijly ap|»r<i\in^ of his conduct, and ei-nsuriiiu' t'iiit 
of the .1 ndure ; and otlicr I’apers orj the suhj« ct, none of w)»ich are imw id •‘•'d- 
fieierit intcre.*,t to jiistirV their iisseition. hi reply to a Letter from the Attoniey- 
(leneral. Nelson said, on the l.’Ithof Ainil 17Cn‘, “ J wrote to the Attoriny- 
General, telling idni tiiat as the .Judge had ordered the Infonuatien tf 1'^’ 
altered to a 7 «i /^/m one, 1 supposed the Ship's c<Hni>any would not mind 
their names inserted ; hnt that it wa8 im possible I couhl give consent to have 
n.inc mMJtioneil, as I had seized the Vc.-sels a.s I'orfeitod to his .Majesiy.” 



.t:T. 27. J 


LE'ITERS. 


171 


says, I understand, that none shall file Informations, but Re- 
venue Officers, or the King's Attorney-General. Now, in my 
cause, he declares, he will not receive an Information filed hy 
the King's Attorney-General; what can I suppose, but that 
the Judge is determined not to try any Vessels seized by the 
Navy ? I leave the propriety of such conduct to their Lord- 
ships, as he is an Officer immediately dependant on them. 

I remain. Sir, See., 

IIoKATio Nklson. 

CACTAIN NET.SON’s NAHUATIVK of Ills PHOCFKDIXGS IN SUP- 

POHT OF TIIK XAVICiATlOX ACT FOK THE SUPPIIKSSIOX OF 

ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN IHK WKsT INDIES: APPARENTLY 

WRITTEN TOWARDS THE END OF JUNE 1786. 

( From a » hy Captain Nelson, in the possession of William Henry 

■\Vhitelicuil, Es(p Tliis Copy was probably sent to Prince William Henry.] 

The Boreas arrived in Barbadoes in June 1764. I very 
soon found that the Bay was full of Americans, who were 
lading and unlading without molestation. I inquired of Cap- 
tain Sotherhy, who had commanded a Post ship on this Station 
before the IVaco, and of Captain Boston, who commanded the 
Latoiia, if the Americans traded with our Islands, and if they 
had no Orders from the Admiral to keep them from trading 
with tlie British Colonies. They both told me they had no 
Orders to hinder them from coining to our Ports, and they had 
never done it. Captain Boston showed me his Orders, which 
liad not a syllable in them indicating a wish to see the Navi- 
liation Act was attended to. 

Captain Colling wood * told me he was very much afraid 
that the Navigation Act was not in the least attended to by 
th(i Admiral, fur the Colonies were full of Americans, which 
the Custom House encouraged (hy their conduct) to trade to 
our Islands, instead of seizing ihem, which they ought toliave 
done, agreeable to the Act of Navigation, their oath, and the 
instructions of the Board of Caistoms. 

In July, the Squadron was laid up in English Harbour for 

* Captain Cutlibcit CoUingwo A of ibc Mediator, allcrwards Vice- A»liiural 
Lord Colli nuwood. 
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the hurricane season. I was once or twice at St. Jolin’s, at 
which place the American flags were by far the most nume- 
rous ; and had it heen possible I could have been set down 
from the air, I should most assuredly have been convinced I 
had been in an American, instead of a British Port. 

I heard one of the Masters of these Americans say, 
ho had given five joes for his permission to unload. I am 
convinced there had hotter not be any Officers than bad 
ones ; for they encourage these people to transgress our 
Laws, which they dare not do so openly, if they had not per> 
mission. I told Sir Hichard ITugiies of what I had seen, but 
he seemed not to take any notice of it, more than saying, ho 
believed it was the case in all the Islands; and to show Sir 
Richard Hughes’s sentiments upon this matter mure fully, 
the following is an extract of a letter from Captain Colling- 
wood of the Mediator, at Grenada/ with the Admirars an- 
swer : — 


‘ I must inform you, Sir, tlmt Ship;} ami Vossel.-j somotinu*s arrive lu-n*, aiul 
load, which I very much suspect to be tlic i)r<»perty of Anifiii'ans. It tnu- 
they generally procure Papers ami a Uegi>ter, reprisenting tliem tlie propnty of 
merchants in tlie Colonies, wliieli may pass them on a euiMiry evamiiiatiiiii, yi t 
they are not less American'' ami na\i ^-iU‘(l by ForeUm heameii. it is from too 
idea tliat the greatness ami the superiority of the Jlriti>h Navy very niueh tlt.- 
pends on preserving inviulatt* tin* Act of Xaviuation, exehitlirrg Fort-igners fioin 
access to the Colonies, that I am induced to make this rej)rt*-ei;taticm to vna, 
and to retpKst that I may receive ymir irarticular instructions relative to tluin.’ 

Jnsivrr — ‘ The cireunr>tituce y(;u mention of a inunlrer of Anrerieair ses'f is 
appearing to carry on a trark* with these Islands, is, I find, eommon to the whole 
of them, arul their admic-.>i(m into the several Ports, togetiicr with the dispoKil < f 
their cargo, I conceive to rest entirely with the Civil (lovermivs, and the Colte 
tor of the C’untoms, who have j»artieular instructions oir that behalf; nml thire- 
i ire I should not choose to interfere in any such matter, es[»eeially as I have m* 
instructions so to do. Hut ! rigree witli you, that t!ie Americans have many 
mctlords of procuring Registers and otin-r Papers to serve their partieular pur- 
poses, and probaldy by very illegal and iinpro]»er means.’ 


In the beginning of November 1784, the wiiole Stpiadron 
n Midczvoused at Jiai badocs to receive their Orders, when I r 
ecived mine. 1 found no orders whatever relative to these 
Foreigner^ (Anuoiciins) trading to our Colonics. 1 found the 
or iers of Captain Cullingwood were similar to mine; there 


• Sir Uieluird Hughes. 
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fore, upon consideration with Captain CoHingwood, we thought 
it proper and right to ask the Admiral what he would have 
us do, in regard to the Act of Navigation, which Act rc- 
(juires us to seize Foreigners trading to our Colonies, and 
was particularly directed to Admirals, Commanders, &c. 

On the 10th of November, I went with Captain Colling- 
wood to w'ait upon the Admiral, saying that as iiis orders 
had not mentioned anything rela ive to the trade of the 
Islands, 1 was come to ask him about it. With respect, I 
took the liberty of mentioning I thought that the Men -of- War 
were [daced in this Country in times of Peace, not merely to 
guard against any sudden attack, hut for the more especial 
purpose of taking care that our 'Frade was carried on through 
those channels which the Legislature had ordered, and that it 
was to l)e carried on in Ilritish built V^essels, Vessels entirely 
owned by Ilritish Subjects, and navigated with the Master and 
three- fourths of the mariners British, agreeable to the Act of 
Navigation, wliich I looked upon the wisdom of the Legislature 
had directed tons, knowing that Sea Oflicers must he the best 
of judges of \'essels, and the best investigators of everything 
concerning them ; that I felt myself not only authorizetl, but 
required. 'J1ie Admiral stopped me from proceeding, by 
asking me if I had got the Act of Navigation, that no Instruc- 
tions had been sent from the Admiralty to him about those 
inathM’S. I ohscM’ved, that the Act of Navigation was fur- 
nished, I believe, to every Officer in the Navy, as were a 
number of Maritime Laws, in a book eutiiled ‘The Statutes 
of the Admiralty/ He desired to sec my book, for he had 
not one ; and next morning desired to see Caj)tain Collingwood 
and myself on the subject. We attended the Admiral, and 
showed liim tlie Act of Navigation, which he said he had 
never seen or noticed before, l)ut that he should now give or- 
ders to the Ships to see it carrieil into execution. Accordingly 
the following order was given to the Squadron : — 


‘ Jty Sir Ricl)ar«l Uait, tVc. 

‘ Whcroa.H I tliink it my particular duty to take care tliat all tlie powers 
pven and directed to l>e j)rcscrved and enli ced l»y tlie Act of Naviuation, pa^M'd 
ill the l2lh 3 ear of the Keigii of Kin>{ C’h.Mle'^ the Second, entitled. An Act for 
cncouragiii^r increasing of Shippin : :ind NaMgation. shall ho regularly and 
<-oiist;uitly (»l)Si‘rved by the S(j[uadrou .^erviag uad. r m / comniaMd, as far as tlie 
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said Act relates to the exclusion of all Foreigners from trading with any of the 
West India Colonics belonging unto Great Britain. 

* You are hcrel)y required and directed (ns far as shall unto you respectively 
appertain) to cause the said Act above-mentioned to be cojistantly comi^licd with 
in all its force and forms, remembering that all the States of North America, 
Tvhich do not now remain under the Dominion of his Majesty, are to bo considered 
as Foreigners, and excluded from all Commerce with the Islnmls in these Seas, in 
like manner as the prohibition extends to other Foreign Nations; ami you are 
hereby authorised and required to proceed against all attempts of illicit Trade hy 
the Americans, or any other standing in the above predicament, as the Act of Na- 
vigation commands and directs. For doing all which this shall he your order ami 
sufheient warrant. 

‘ (liven, &c. Adamant, Barliadoes, 

‘ 1-th j\o\ ember. 1 7H t, 

' By Command of tl>e Ailniiral, ‘ IlraiiiK';. 

‘Leonard Horner. 

* To Captain Nelson, Boreas.’ 


The riattler Sloop, Captain Wilfred Collinowood, was ])iit 
under niy command, and we were stationt'd at the Leewaul 
Islands, except Antigua. 

I went to Tortola, &c,, and came back to Harhadoos in De- 
cember, where I began my career by turning away all the 
American Vessels who attempted to enter the Port. On the 
4th of January [1785] I arrived at Montserrat, whore I found 
an American Scliouner, which had landed lu‘r cargo. I turiKHl 
him away with a caution of never being found again ainon‘j>t 
our Islands. I did not think proper to seiz(‘ him, as tl.c 
Cnstom-I louse was much more to blame than the man ; for 
he was under his National Colours, and had no appearance of 
an attempt to impose on, (»r deceive, tin* Officers of the 
Revenue. On the 7th, I arrived at Nevis, where. I found 
another American, who I turned away, not choosing to seize 
him for similar reasons. On the Bth, I went to Jjassctc'rre 
Road, St. Christopher's, wljere I found the Rattler. Captain 
Collingwood acquainted mo of the numerous American \es- 
sels who frequented that Island, and tiiat he had turned away 
all ho had found, but that if ever the Ship went out of Port lor 
a few' days, the Custom-House allowed them to fill again; It at 
a Protest was all the Custom-IIou.so required, and the Ameri- 
cans were always very compliant in furnishing \vhatev(‘r the 
rules of Office required at the expense of any number ami sort 
of oatfis that w(‘re w ished for. 
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Two days after my arrival, I received the following order: — 

* By Sir Richard fliighcs, Bart., See, 

‘ Whereas, since the delivery of my order to you of the l‘2th of November last, 
(relative to enforcing a due obedience to the Act of Navigation passed in the I2th 
year of the reign of King Charles II.,) lhave more fully and maturely considered 
wliat is required and authorised to he done by his Majesty’s Commanders and 
Naval Forces, conformable to the said Act, ami having likewise received the 
Opinion of the King’s Attorney-Cienerul uj)on that subject, I do now tliink proper 
to require you, in the execiition of my first order licre referred to, to observe the 
following directions, and in future to act agreeable thereunto. 

‘ When any Foreign Shi)) or Vessel shall apj)ejir disjxrsed to come into or anchor 
in any part of the British Leeward Islamls, within the limits of your Station, or 
where you may occasionally he found with his Majesty's Ship under your eom- 
inand, you arc to causes the said Ship or Vessel to be anchored near the King’sSliip, 
and there order her to remain (excejd in ease of immediate and urgent distress), 
until lier arrival ;md situation in all respects shall he re])orted to his Majesty’s 
Governor (or his rvei)resentative for the time being) at any oftbe Lvitisb Islamls 
where you may happen to fall in with the said Foreign Shi]j or Vessel ; and if after 
such report shall liave been made and recci\ed, the (governor or liis Uei)rcsentative 
sliall think proper to admit the said Foieigner into the I‘ort or Jlarhoiir of the 
Island where you may then he, you an* on no account to hinder or prevent such 
Foreign Ship or Vessel fr.nn going in accordingly, or to interfere any furtlior in 
her subsequent proceedings. For doing wbicli, this shall be your order and sutfi- 
eient warrant. 

‘ Given, Ac., Adannint, Barbadoes, 

^ By Command oftbe Admiral, ‘^bth December 1781, 

‘ Leonard Horner. ‘ Kk jiakj> Hi ouks. 

‘ 'I’o ( ’apt. Nelson, 

‘ Boreas.’ 

Upon wliich I sent the following Letter. 


[Vitio Letter to Sir JHcliard Hughes, p. 1 14, ante.] 

'I'lhs order I was exceedingly sorry to see from the hands of 
Sir Richard Hughes. 1 was convinced that his easy temper 
had made him the dn])e of some artful people, whose interest 
it so much was to see the Americans till the Ports of our 
Islands. It attached the inhabitants to them ; it also filled 
their pockets; and to fill them, it is my iirm opinion they 
would, not stop at any means, however injurious to Great Bri- 
tain. These gentry well knew, that if the Mcn-of-War were 
once seriously determined to suppress this evil, that many emo- 
luments would cease, and that they would in time be exposed 
by the tricks which had been played. It was their business, 
first of all, to insinuate wc «uid no authority to seize; that the 
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part of the Navigation Act upon which he had founded his 
Order of the i'Jth of November, was repealed ; and that no 
person could seize Vessels of any description whatever, but by 
Deputation from the Board of Customs. 

As by Law, I could not lay by and see these Foreign Vessels 
trade, which they would most certainly have obtained leave to 
do, had they any communication with the Shore, 1 constantly 
turned them away without allowing them to land. But when- 
ever the Ship was absent, the Ports were filled, and upon the 
Man-of-W'^aFs coming in sight, they cut or slipped and got 
away. In January I sent the Battler to Sandy Point to take 
copies of the American-built Vessels* Registers granted by t!ie 
Custom-House of that place. All that were there, were Ainori- 
eaii-built. In short, 1 found that all our IVade would be very 
soon carried on in American-built Vessels, — Vessels manned (mi- 
tirely by American seamen; and not only those disadvantages, 
they were, I believe I may say all, owned by the Subjects of the 
States of America, and only covered by British people, or 
Americans settled in our Islands. "J'he (,’iisloin-l louses seemed 
to glory in the ruin they w’cre hea])ing upon Great Britain, and 
seemed to think tlioy were beyond the reac h of power, fur tliey 
minded nothing if the men would hut swear oflictlal oaths. The 
following J.,( tter I sent to .Mr. Stephens, Secretary of the 
Admiralty : 


[Vide I.-tter t'» Mr. Ste;then, I I.’IJ: y 17aa, 1 Id, ante. j 

Findinir my cliaraeter, !)oth as a .Man and an Of/icer, Inhi- 
rnously traduced, I thought it proper to write the following 
Letter to Lord Sydney, Secretary of Stale. 


[Vide Letter to Lord Sjatney, dated ‘JOth Maieli ITtt's i>. I’J!), ante.] 

Such being the conduct of the Officers of the Custom^, I 
felt myself oljliged, for the benefit of iny Country, to d clare 
that, after the 1st day of May 178*>, I would seize all Aim ' i- 
can Vessels trading to our Islands, let them be Registered by 
whom tlioy rnigrit. J'he Custom-House laughed at my presumi'- 
tion (as 1 understood), and said I had no right, and dare not 
do it, for if 1 did it, that 1 should be sued, and cast in dain.iges. 
To siiow my determination, on the ‘2ud of May 1 78), I 
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seized the Schooner Eclipse for being an American-built 
Vessel, owned at Pliiladelphia, and navigated entirely by 
Americans, although she was Registered at St. Christopher’s. 
Upon laying the case before the Crown Lawyer, he doubted my 
right of seizing, as is seen by the following Letter : — 


‘ Sir, 

‘ I am just favoured with your letter, referring me to the Act of Navigation for 
tlie proniicty of your making the seizure of tlie Scliooncr Eclipse or Amity, and 
voiir ijiforencofrom that Act that the Custom-House have nothing to do with l)cr. 
It’you will attend to a subsefiuent Act made in the .“itli year of his present Majcsl}^, 
1 •’i, sect, “df), (as 1 make no doubt but you have tlie Acts of Trade on hoard), 
YOU Avill find tliat seizures made at Sea, nevertheless refer to an authority for 
making tliein, which is given by a proper Deputation from the Conjinissioners of 
tlie Customs for that purpose. I presume if you have not one yourself, 
some of your Ofheers on hoard have, as it is customary to liave sucli in most of 
tiio King’s Shij)s. (Ca{)taiu Colliiigwood informetl mo he lias one.) In this 
case you v.dll liave a right to prosecute without the intervention of tlie Custom- 
House OHlccrs. I appreliend from u letter written by you to the Collector, 
v.liich he has just brought to mo, that you arc of the same sentiments-, and I 
shall HiLM'cforc only add tluit I shall ho happy on any occasion, in tlie prosecution 
«.f' my duty, if the condemnation of this or any other seizure can be ]»rodiutivc 
i)f ail adcciuate comiionsation to you, for your zeal and activity in bringing 
offences of this nature to light. 

‘ I am, Sir, your obedient liunihle Servant, 

‘A. C. Auvk. 


‘Basseterre, hid May, 17B5, 

'Captain Nelson.' 

Notwithstanding Mr. Adye’s doubts to my right of 
seizing by virtue of my commission as Ca}>tain of the Navy, 
lie proccoiled in the suit. The Custom-House likewise came 
anti soizeti her, as they asserted 1 had no ri;-bt. On the 1 7th, 
the Trial came on against me. The Customs had retained 
Several Lawyers. Mr. .iVdyc said much as to seizing for the 
King, but in such a manner as appeared to me that although 
his inclination was the best in the world to serve the cause, 
yet lie did not think iny right of seizing could be established. 
1 was therefore necessitated to plead for myself; and after 
niueh being said on all sides, the Judge thought lit to give it 
in my favour, by saying I bad an undouhted right to seize 
^ essels transgressing tlio Navigation Laws. However, Mr. 
Adye might have been o\erseen in bis Opinion a.s to the 
light of Seizure, in a few d.ays, after studying the Maritime 
VOL. '. \ 
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Laws and his Majesty’s Proclamation, he was perfectly con- 
vinced that I was right, and all the Lawyers, 8cc., wrong; and 
by his manly, u{)riglit, honourable conduct since, in sup- 
porting the Rights of the Navy, he has made most ample 
amends for any doubts he might at first have entertained. 
In justice to him I must say, that by night as by day his 
advice has always been ready, and that too without fee or reward. 
On the 23rd 1 seized four Vessels at Nevis for carrying 
Rritish Registers, although they were American-built, navi- 
gated by all Americans, and some of them entirely owned by 
Foreigners. Two of them were Registered at the Leeward 
Islands ; one at Dominica by Governor Orde ; and the other 
at St. Lucia during the time of the British, but had since 
been trading at Barbadoes. On the 25th Sir Richard 
Hughes arrived. lie did not appear to me to be pleased 
with my conduct ; at least, he did not approve of it, but tuld 
me I should get into a scrape. On the 27th, Writs were 
taken out against me for four thousand pounds, and I under- 
stood subscriptions were set on foot in the Islands to carry on 
the prosecution against me. Seven weeks I was kept a 
close prisoner to my Ship; nor did I ever learn that the Ad- 
miral took any steps for my release. I had no alternative to 
save myself from being ruined, but to lay my case in a iMc- 
morial before the King. Aly Cornmander-in-Chief did not 
even acquaint the Admiralty Board how cruelly I had been 
treated; nor of the attempts which had been made to tnko 
me out of my Ship by force, and that indignity olTered^undor 
the fly of his Flag. 


[See the Memokiaf. to the Kim;, in p. l.’l, ante. 'I'lu'ii followed tlie 
of “ A Ufpreikrntatioii of the Illegal Trade which is now can vinir «)n 
‘ the United States of America and the Island of St. Christopher's,*’ in- 
fterteil in p. 1 .'JO', ante.] 

After these Seizures I kept the coast clear of Yankees 
until the hurricane season, when I repaired to English i! u- 
bour. The Admiral seemed much pleased when I paid him 
prize money ; but to the end of the Station, his order of the 
29th of December 1784, was never repealed, so that I always 
acted with a rod over me. 

In September I received a Letter from Lord Sydney, ac- 
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quainting me that his Majesty had been graciously pleased to 
order me to be defended by his Lawyers. 

On the 17th of October I sailed from English Harbour, and 
on the 21st I seized the Brig Active for being an American- 
built Vessel navigated contrary to Law. I found a violent 
ferment in men’s minds relative to an Opinion which Doctor 
Scott had sent out to the Officers of the Customs of Bas- 
seterre ; and great doubts had arisen as to the propriety of 
my seizing. I therefore wrote the following Letter to Lord 
Sydney : 

[Vido Letter to Lord Sydney, dated I7th November 17S5, p. 147, ante.] 

Tn November, I received from the Admiralty the following 
extract of a Letter from Mr. Rose, Secretary of the Treasury, 
to Mr. Stephens, Secretary of the Admiralty: — 


‘1 am commanded by tbeir Lordships to desire you will nc(|uaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Adminilty that ifly Lords are of Opinion the Commander- 
in-Chiofof the Leeward Islands and OlUcers under him have shown a verycom- 
inendablo zeal in ondeavourinj^ to put a stop to the illici practices which were 
carrying on in the Islands, in open violation of the Law and to the great detri- 
ment of the Navigation and Trade of his Majesty’s Doniiii 

It is not from a wisli that Sir Richard Hughes or any other 
person should not be thanked for the Services they have ren- 
dered, but I own I was surprised tliat the Commaiider-in- 
Chief should be thanked for an act which he did not order, 
but which, if 1 understand the meaning of words, by his 
order of the 2f)th December 1784, he ordered not to bo. 
The Captains Collingwood wore the only Officers, with myself, 
who ever attempted to hinder the illicit Trade with America; 
and I stood singly with respect to seizing, for the other 
Officers were fearful of being brought into scrapes. Thus 
much in justice to myself and the Captains Collingwood, I 
have thought myself obliged to say. 

Oil the 2nd of February 178(>, 1 seized at Nevis the Sloop 
Sally, for being an American Registered at St. John’s, An- 
tigua, by Governor Shirley," which Register 1 transmitteil 
Home with the following I^otter: 

[\ i<lo Letter to Lord SyUnc'-, iluteU Wbiunry llh, ITB*:, p. i.’)’, nuto.] 
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[Then follow the Siirvcyor-Gencrars charges against the Collector and Comp- 
troller of Basseterre, St. Christopher’s, on the representation of Captains Nelson 
and CoUingwood, with the Answers of those Functionaries; and the Surveyor- 
General's letter to the Board of Customs in London : hut it is not necessary 
to insert any of those documents.] 

On the 9th of March 1786, I arrived in Carlisle Bay, 
Barbadoes. On the loth I seized the Brig Lovely Lass 
for not being properly Registered, hut the owner fortunately 
being on the spot, he was able to convince me there was 
no fraud in the Vessel, that she was bona Jide an English 
Vessel, (a Prize,) and that he left New York when it was 
evacuated, as a Transport to carry the Loyalists to the Bahama 
Islands, since which time he had been allowed to trade 
with his New York Register, and he appeared by it as an 
inhabitant of that place. This conduct in the Customs was 
shameful, for by the Act of the 7 & 8 William III., chapter 
. . . , they are strictly required to new Register every Vessel 
that changes the place she formerly belonged to. How 
much more, then, was it necessary in this case, where the 
place became Foreign, and tlie Vessel stood as belonging 
to New York and owned there, constMjuently became to all 
appearance a I'oreign Vessel. Mr. Keeling, the Collector of 
Customs, complained of my stopping this Vessel to the- 
Governor; and the Admiral wrote to me upon the subject. 
But so well was the owner of the Vessel convinced that 
the Custom-House Officers had allowed him to continue 
in an error by permitting his Register to pass, that upon 
my giving up the Vessel, he not only publicly thanked me 
for undeceiving him, hut lodged his former Register in th 
Custom-House, and proceeded to the Bahama Islands und(*r 
a Pass from the Governor. 

On the loth 1 seized the Brig Jane and Elizabeth, re- 
gistered in Dartmouth in England ; but it appeared to mo 
that she was an American Vessel, although covered by 
British Papers. 

This Vessel had made several voyages to the West Indies, 
and was at Grenada when the Admiral wfis last there. In 
the issue it appeared to me by the Master’s testimony, and 
by a letter from her owner, that she belonged to Portsinoutli 
in New England, and was owned by James and 
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Sheafe, merchants of that place. On the 17th I seized the 
Schooner Brilliant, Registered at Halifax by Sir Richard 
Hughes when he was Lieutenant Governor, and by her papers 
and log it appeared she came from Pasmaquada. In- 
deed all her Papers, even her Log-book, were so perfectly 
clear, that nothing but a presentiment that she was still an 
American could have induced me to seize her. 

It appeared in the issue, by the Master’s testimony, and her 
true Papers, that she belonged to Boston, owned by Paul Sar- 
jent, and that she received her British Papers at Mount 
Desart, in the State of [blank in the oi'iginnl]^ and the Master 
declared to me that they were bought, he supposed, at the 
Custom-House, St. John’s, Pasmaquada. 

The following is my Deposition of the aforementioned Brig 
and Schooner, as I think I cannot show my transactions more 
clearly, nor represent the conduct of the Governor and the 
Judge of the Courtof Admiralty at Barbadoes more fully, than 
by inserting it: 

‘r///; Krxa AdAixsT the scnooxicu hrilliaxt, axd suxdrv 

(iOODS TIIEREIX LADEX. 

‘ The Deposition of Horatio Nelson, Ksq., Commander of his 
IMajosty’s Ship Boreas, taken before the Honourable John 
Ward, Ksq , Judge of his Majesty’s Court of Vice-Admiralty 
of the Island of Nevis. 

‘ The said Deponent being duly sworn, maketh oiith, that on 
the sevcnt(?oiith day of Alarcli last j)ast, u])on his returning 
from the shore at the Island of Barbadoes, on board his Ma- 
jesty’s said Ship under his command, then lying in Carlisle 
Bay, lie was informed by Lieutenant Dent of his Majesty’s said 
Ship Boreas, that a Seizure had been made of the above-named 
Schooner by James Balentine, Gunner of his Majesty's said 
Ship, pursuant to his general Orders for the examination and 
seizu”e of Foreign Vessels trading with the British Colonies in 
America, and that Mr. William Batty, one of the ]Midshipmen 
of the Boreas, was then iu possession of the said Schooner. 

‘ I hat the said Deponent having examined the said Schooner’s 
Papers, which had been delivered by the Master of the said 
Schooner to the said James Balentine, upon his making the 
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said Seizure, and having directed a Survey to be made of her 
by the Master and said Gunner of his Majesty’s said Ship, that 
this Deponent, in consequence of their Report, approved of 
tlie said Seizure, and directed that the said Schooner should 
remain in the possession of the said Midshipman. That about 
three hours after he saw the Custom-House boat of the Port 
of Rridgetovvn at Barbadoes go on board the said Schooner, 
but was not apprised, either from the information of any of the 
Officers of the Customs there, or of this Deponent’s own Offi- 
cers, of any Seizure or pretended Seizure of the said Schooner 
by the Custom-House. That having, on the evening of the 
same day, discovered from the Master of the said Schooner 
that there were other Papers on board which had been con~ 
cealed, he, this Deponent, possessed himself of them, and as 
soon as possible afterwards went with the said Papers to 
Charles Brandford, Esq., his Majesty’s Advocate General of 
the Island of Barbadoes, whom he informed of his having made 
the said Seizure, and desired he would take the necessary steps 
for the prosecution of the said Schooner and her cargo. That 
the said Advocate-General, having perused the said Papers, 
directed the Deponent to leave thorn with the King’s Proctor, 
then, Mr. William Forbes, which this Deponent accordingly 
did, and an Information in the King’s Name was forthwitlj 
made out by the said Advocate-General, which, upon its being 
produced and read in tiie Court of Vice-Admiralty at Barba- 
dees, on the (ith day of April last, was rejc’cted by the Judge 
of the said Court as novel and improper, being only at the Suit 
of the King, and w as by him then, and at two other subsccpient 
times, directed to he amended, or otherwise qualified by mak- 
ing the Deponent and his Crew informants tpil &c., wdiicli 
the Advocate-General peremptorily refused, as inconsistent 
with, and a betraying of, the Right of the Crown. 

‘That this Deponent being apprehensive that the said Schooner 
might rccei\e damage by tlie delay occasioned by the Judge's 
persistingin his refusal to receive and proceed on the information 
aforesaid, he represented the same to his Jlajesty’s said Advo- 
cate-General, who presented a Petition, as this Deponent hath 
been informed, praying that the said Information might ho 
received, and the Schooner brought to a IVial, which the said 
Judge stiir continued to refuse; and pereni])torily declared that 
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the said Information, in its then form, was inadmissible, and he 
could not answer to receive it as it then stood. That the said 
Advocate- General, as well as this Deponent, made frequent 
applications to David Parry, Esq., his Majesty’s Governor of 
the said Island of Barbadoes for his interference, who declared 
his sentiments of the impropriety of the said Judge’s conduct, 
and expressed his sorrow for the difficulties which had been 
thrown in the way of the said Deponent in the business of the 
said Seizure, but professed his inability to afford any relief on 
the occasion. 

‘ That this Deponent having waited till the 20th day of 
May last, at which time be was under Orders to repair to 
his Station at the Island of Nevis, and finding from the In- 
formation of the said Advocate- General that the said Schooner 
w as not likely to be brought to a Trial there, he informed the 
said Advocate-General, and also the said King’s Proctor, of 
his intention to carry the said Schooner with the Boreas to the 
Island oC Nevis ; and received from the hands of the said 
Proctor the said Schooner’s Papers, which he had delivered to 
him for the purpose of prosecuting her ; and this Deponent 
saith, that not having been informed, or given to understand, 
either by the said Advocate-General or King’s Proctor, that 
he, this Deponent, should be guilty of any illegality or irregu- 
larity in removing the said Schooner from the Island of Bar- 
badoos, ho sailed for the said Island of Nevis, and brought the 
said Schooner with him to be prosecuted in this Honourable 
Court. 

‘And this Deponent further saith, that upon the said Judge 
of the said Court of Vice- Admiralty of Barbadoes, his reject- 
ing the Information filed against the said Schooner on behalf 
of the King as aforesaid, and the Advocate-General’s declar- 
ing to the said Judge, that he would File no other, he, this 
Deponent, publicly in open Court declared to the said J udge 
his, this Deponent’s, intention of carrying the said Schooner 
and the other Vessel w hich was under the same circumstances, 
in the said Court of Vice- Admiralty, into some other Court 
of Vice- Admiralty to be proceeded against, or the said Depo- 
nent expressed himself to that or the like effect ; to which 
Declaration the said Judge made no manner of reply what- 
ever to this Deponent ; and this Deponent saith that the said 
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S(thooiier remained upwards of nine weeks after the Seizure 
of her as aforesaid, in the custody of this Deponent’s Officer, 
Mr. William Batty, without any claim or application whatever 
made to iliis Deponent, either by the said Governor Parry, or 
Alexander Malleit, or any other Officer of the Customs of the 
S lid Island of Barl:a:loes ; and this Deponent saith, that be 
more than once applied personally to the said J udge after he 
had rejoctod the said Information as aforesaid, expressing his, 
this Deponent’s, apprehension of some damage or accident hap- 
pening to the said Schooner and her cargo, if she continued 
t:) lay there, and desired to know of the said Judge, whether 
some Order could not be taken for landing and securing the 
cargo, or this Deponent expressed himself to that or the like 
effi?ct ; to which the said Judge replied to tliis Deponent, that 
as he had rejected the said Information and no other was 
Filed, he the said J udge did not consider the said Schooner 
and her cargo as before him, tiierefore he could not make any 
Order relative thereto : and this Deponent saith that the said 
Judge also told this Deponent that notwithstanding any Opi- 
nion be the said Judge might deliver upon tin* Bench, he the 
said Judge advised this Deponent never to consent that any 
qui trim Information should he Filed, or the said Judge ex- 
pressed himself to this Deponent to that or the like effect. 

‘And this Deponent further saith, that finding that the peo- 
ple of Bridgetown in the Island of Barbadoes were very tumult- 
uous, occasioned by his having Seized the Brig and Schoo- 
ner, and thinking that an attempt would be made to take 
them forcibly from the Guard who had them in charge, and to 
prevent tijcm ultimately from being successful, in tlie evening 
ho ordered Lieutenant Dent to go on hoard the Brig and the 
Schooner, and to cut the Broad Arrow deep into their masts, 
that ho might, iu case of an accident, be able to identify the 
vessels in a Foreign Port. 

‘IIoiiATio Nelson. 

‘ Sworn the 26th day of June 1786, before me, 

J. Waui).' 


l)>c' mark of tho KiiiuV anil f)(lirr pn»j ert> 
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On my arrival at Nevis, I stated the case of the two Vessels 
before the King’s Counsel, and begged their opinions on the 
whole of the business, of which the following are copies : 


[Ilcre follow tho Case and Opinion of his Majesty’s Counsel; but as the 
facts of the transaction sufficiently appear from the Narrative, and from Captain 
Nelson’s Letters, it is not necessary to insert them.] 

On the 26th of June, 1786, the Vessels were tried and con- 
demned, when Governor Parry appealed against the Decision, 
and claimed a third of the Brig, and two-thirds of the 
Schooner. 

In July I seized an American Schooner under Spanish 
colours, as she was attempting to trade in the British Colonies, 
which was condemned. 

A day or two after I arrived at Nevis, I received the follow- 
ing letters from Sir Richard Hughes : — 

• Government House, 20th Maj" 178G. 

‘Sir, 

‘ Mr. Mallet, one of the Officers of his Majesty’s Customs, having just acquainted 
me that a Schooner called the Louisa, against whicli he is inforinant as well for 
hiins(flf as the King and tlie Governor in the Court of Vice- Admiralty of this 
Island, is now to all appearances prej-aring for Sea, and is about to he taken 
from hence hy Captain Nelson of ll.M.S. Boreas. 

‘ 'riie duty I owe to the Crown, and the care of his Majesty’s subjects claiming 
my protection, obliges me tore(|uire your Kxeellency to give Orders to Captain 
Nelson on no account to take away that Schooner. 

‘ Witli respect to the Brig about to be carried off in like manner, events within 
my observation shall determine my particular conduct concerning her. 

‘ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

‘ Your E.xcelleney's most obedient 

* And most humble Servant, 

* P. Paruy. 

‘ His Excellency Sir B. Hughes.' 


‘ Government House, 20th May 17«fi). 

‘ Sir, 

‘ When your Excellency received niy letter, llu* Schooner in (picstion was in 
sight of Carlitile Bay. Cajitain Nelson could and ought to have informed your 
Excellency that .A!r. Mallett had filed a Cross Bill against that Schooner: cou- 
socpK'ntly the C’aptain’s taking of her aw*ay in the manner he has done, is 
a direct violation of every existing Act and Statute in tho Parliamentary 
and Constitutional Annals of Great Britain, for which he will, d(Uihiless, on a 
future (lay, be made responsible : for the Laws of England are equally ()])eM to 
every man. What Heclaratio s the Master of either Vessels may have made 1 
know' not ; nor will it avail anylhiiig eomidering now they were obtaiiu'd. 
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‘ The dispute between Captain Nelson and Mr. Mallett is not a matter of any 
concern to me, and tlic legality of Captain Nelson’s mode of procedure is yet to 
be determined. 

* I have the honour to be, 

‘ Your Excellency's most obedient, 

‘ And most humble Servant, 

‘D. Pahry. 

* r.S. — I must also observe to your Excellency, that both the vessels were 
under Appeal in the Court of Admiralty, in Barbudoes ; the legality of theiv 
removal 1 leave you to judge of** 


Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESa. 


[From the Athenajum.*’] 


Nevis, July "dh, 17d(i. 


My dear Sir, 

This will be delivered to you by Mr. Suckling, ? who has 
done me the favour of calling here on his way to England. 
He appears much improved since I last saw him, and seems to 
possess a modesty of behaviour, which must ever get friends 
and promotion for liim. 

My prizes were condemned on the 2Gth Instant, but in\ 
appeal is prayed by Governor Parry against tlic distribution, 
as he thinks that as Governor he is entitled to a third of all 
forfeitures, even though made by bis Majesty’s Ships ; but hois 
grossly ignorant, and sets his face against the Navy, more par- 
ticularly against me, as I will do my duty in despite of all 
machinations, even with Chiefs at the head of them. 

I wish I could tell you I w^as well, hut I am far from it. 
My activity of mind is too much for my puny constitution. I 
am worn to a skeleton, but I trust that the Doctors and asses’ 
milk will set me up again. Perhaps you will think it odd if I 
do not mention Mrs.Nisbet ; — I can only assure you, that her 
heart is equal to her head, which every person knows is iii^cd 
with good sense. My affection for Iicr is fixed upon that 
solid basis of esteem and regard, that I trust can only increase 
by a longer knowledge of her. I have not a line from cither 


’ Vide p. 1 08, ante. 
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my father or sister. My brother just mentioned it in a cur- 
sory manner as you did. I hope you and your family are 
well, and ever will continue so. 

You have been my best friend, and I trust will continue 
as long so as I shall prove myself, by my actions, worthy 
of supplying that place in tlie Service of my Country, 
which my dear Uncle « left for me. I feel myself, to my 
Country, his heir ; and it shall, I am bold to say, never lack 
the want of his counsel; — I feel he gave it to me as a 
legacy, and had I been near him when he was removed, 
he would have said, ‘ My boy, I leave you to my Country. 
Serve her well, and she’ll never desert, but will ultimately 
reward, you.* You who know much of me, I believe and 
hope, think me not unworthy your regards. But I beg your 
pardon for this digression ; but what I have said is the inward 
monitor of my heart upon every difficult occasion. Bless you, 
my best friend, and believe me most affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISllKT. 

[Krom Clarke auU M’Artlmr, vol. i. H.>, 06 ,| 

Uoreas, Harbour, Aujiust lOtb, 1786, 

My dearest rauny, 

Having seen in this day's newspaper, that a Vessel cleared 
out from St. John’s to Nevis a few days ago, I feel vexed not 
to have had a letter in the Office for you : however, if I can 
help it, 1 will not be behindhand again. To write letters to 
you is the next greatest pleasure 1 feel to receiving them from 
you. What I experience when I read such as i arn sure are 
the pure sentiments of your heart, my poor pen cannot ex- 
press, nor indeed would I give much for any pen or head that 
could describe feelings of that kind ; they are worth but little 
when that can happen. My heart yearns to you — it is with 
you; my mind dwells upon nought else but you. Absent 
from you, I feel no pleasure : it is you, my dearest Fanny, who 
are everything to me. Without you, 1 care not for tiiis 
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world ; for I have found lately nothing in it but vexation and 
trouble. 

'rhese, you are well convinced, are my present sentiments ; 
God Almighty grant they may never change. Nor do I 
think they will: indeed, there is, as far as human knowledge 
can judge, a moral certainty they cannot; for it must be real 
affection that brings us together, not interest or compulsion, 
which make so many unhappy. 

I have not been able to get even a cottage upon a hill, not- 
withstanding my utmost endeavours ; and therefore have been 
kept here, most woefully pinched by mosquitoes, for my sins, 
perhaps; so the generous inhabitants of Antigua think, 1 
suppose : not one of whom has been here, or has asked me to 
leave English Harbour. But I give them credit for not paying 
attention to me to another cause — that I am a faithful servant 
to that Country which most of them detest, and to which all 
their actions are inimical : I w’ish not for a better proof from 
them of my having done my duty. These gentlemen I shall 
in my mind hold very cheap in future: but I will have done 
with such trash. I am not that jolly fellow, who, for a feast 
and a plenty of wine, would sacrifice the dearest interest of 
his Country ; tlicy are fond of those gentry. 

Leave all Antigua by itself, *tis not fit company for the 
other parts of the letter. 


Monday, [2l8t August] seven in the Evening. 

As you begin to know something about Sailors, have you 
not often heard, that salt water and absence always wash 
away love ? Now, I am such a heretic as not to believe that 
Faith ; for behold, every morning since my arrival, 1 have had 
six pails of salt water at daylight poured upon my head, and 
instead (»f finding what the Seamen say to be true, I perceive 
the contrary effect ; and if it goes on so contrary to the pro- 
scription, you must .see me before my fixed time. At first, 1 
bore absence tolerably, but now it is almost insupportable; 
and by-and-by I expect it will be quite so. But patience is 
a virtue, and T must exercise it upon tl)is occasion, whatever 
it costs my feelings. 1 am alone in the Commanding Officer’s 
house, while my Ship is fitting, and from sunset until hed-time 
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I have not a human creature to speak to : you will feel a 
little for me, I think. I did not use to be over-fond of sitting 
alone. The moment old Uoreas is habitable in my cabin, I 
shall fly to it, to avoid mosquitoes and melancholies. Hun- 
dreds of the former are now devouring me through all my 
clothes. You will, however, find I am better ; though when 
you see me, I shall be like an Egyptian mummy, for the heat 
is intolerable. But I walk a mile out at night without fatigue, 
and all day I am housed. A quart of goats’ milk is also 
taken every da}', and I enjoy English sleep, always barring 
mosquitoes, which all Frank’s care with my net cannot keep 
out at present. 

What nonsense I am sending you : but I flatter myself 
the most trivial article concerning me, you feel interested 
in. I judge from myself; and I would rather have what 
passes in your mind, than all the news you could tell me 
which did not concern you. Mr. Horsford, our neighbour, 
came to visit me, making many apologies for his neglect, and 
pressing me much to come to his house, which has Boreas in 
view. Also the Comptroller of the Customs, with fine 
speeches : he may go back whistling, if he pleases. I cannot 
add anything further, for I do not know if you would read 
more than a sheet full. 


Au';ust e^rd. 

At any rate, I will show some mercy. Berbice arrived yes- 
terday. All at home are well. I am still apt to suppose this 
winter will carry me to England. Pringle^ has been at Ports- 
mouth, so says Lord Hood : he longs to see you. May every 
blessing attend my far better half, and may 1 soon be with 
you, is the sincere wish of 

Your most atVectionate 

Hohatio Nelson. 


■' I'rank Lepoc his servant. 


Captain Thomas Pringle, auto. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHEN'S, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Duplicate, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, Antigua, 27th August, 1786. 

Sir, 

. The Board of Treasury having issued an Order in the year 
1763, and signed by Mr. Grenville, for the admission of 
Spaniards bringing bullion to our Colonies, which order was 
sent to the different Custom-Houses in our Colonies, the 
money brought out of the Spanish territories not being 
allowed to be carried off by the Spanish Government, was, of 
course, clandestinely taken out of that Country, to the detri- 
ment of Spain, and the advantage of Great Britain. In return, 
the Spaniards received British manufactured checks and 
linens, which were carried into their own Country, in the same 
clandestine manner. 

In a few years, our Custom-Houses admitted cattle, mules, 
and stock, to be brought by the Spaniards to our Islands, and 
they say it has the sanction of the Board of Customs, as an 
encouragement for the Spaniards to visit our Islands, and to 
take off our dry goods. At Jamaica, from iny own knowledge, 
having been upon that station, the reasoning will hold goml. 
To that Island very large quantities of dry goods used to he 
sent for the purpose of the Spanish trade ; but the contrary is 
the fact in these Islands. No dry goods calculated to suit the 
Spaniards are sent here, nor is there a merchant which I have 
heard of, who deals in anything but American produce — rum, 
beef, pork, butter, &c., for the use of the small community 
living about them. 

When I acquainted the Collector of Basseterre that I liad 
seized a Spaniard bringing cattle and mules, he sent off th<’ 
Treasury order of 1763, in which, besides bullion, was in- 
serted in writing, ‘ live stock, &c.’ In the Collector’s letter !»>' 
mentioned that he had sent off the Clerk of the Cost nn- 
house, as he had been twenty-one years in the Office, and 
could better answer any questions I might wish to ask than In* 
could. When 1 observed the insertion of the writing, he 
declared it had been so ever since he had been in the Oflice, 
and that the Board of Customs approved of their admission. 

7 
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This is the cloak which has hitherto been made use of for 
admitting every article in Spanish vessels. Money is always 
taken from these Islands instead of British goods, for we have 
none to sell, which money is carried to St. Eustatia, where 
they lay it out. Thus, instead of bringing bullion, they take 
it from us ; and enrich the Dutch at our expense. 

I must say a few words relative to the Island of Grenada. 

I understand that it is asserted the Spaniards take from that 
Island every year, large quantities of British manufactured 
dry goods. I think I may venture to say, that a great part 
of the dry goods given to the Spanish vessels, who visit Gre- 
nada, are of French manufacture. 

Since the Peace, the Island of Trinidada has been declared 
a free Port. All imports are duty free; but on exports a duty 
of 15-J- per cent, is paid. 

As the American Vessels are now pretty tired of venturing 
too much amongst our Islands, their Vessels, after delivering 
their cargoes in the French Islands, or at the Dutch Settle- 
ments of Surinam, Demerara, &c., upon the Main, repair to the 
Island of Trinidada, where they obtain from the Governor a 
qualification to make their vessels Spanish for a given time. 
They, in general, take a Spanish Creole, or two, to give a 
colour to the fraud ; and thus prepared, they, under Spanish 
Colours visit our Islands, and the Custom-Houses, under the 
cloak of the Order of [the] Treasury in 1703, and the sanction 
which they pretend to have from the Board of Customs, admit 
these Americans ; and I have but little doubt, although their 
decks are loaded with cattle, that in their holds they bring 
American produce. Thus, after all the trouble w hich some of 
the jMen-of-War upon this Station have had to hinder Ame- 
rican Vessels from trading to our Islands, unless vigorous mea- 
sures are made use of, they will again fill our Ports as much 
as heretofore. 

I have seized one of these American Spaniards; but I 
might have had some difficulty in condemning her, had I not 
found the American Papers, and Orders of the owners for this 
transmogrification. 

Ihcir Lordships know my opinion of the Custom-House 
Officers in these Islands. They will allow all these kind of 
Vessels to be admitted, under the cloak of their being Spaniards, 
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who may bring bullion, and are to be encouraged. 1 shall 
seize, and order Captain Collingwood to do so likewise, all 
these Trinidada Vessels who are American -built and navigated 
by Americans, and shall allow none to come to these Islands, 
but the small Spanish open Boats, which have hitherto been 
allowed; although I think, without any advantage to these 
Islands. If money is ever brought, those are the kind ot 
Vessels which bring it ; none other ever came to Jamaica. 

1 know the difficulties we shall meet with in having these 
Vessels prosecuted to condemnation. The Merchants and 
Lauded people will be against us, for interest sake ; the Cus- 
tom-House Officers must be, as they admit them ; and if they 
are condemned, it will show their bad conduct in too glaring 
colours. 

I should not have sent Home this account, but have waited 
the arrival of the Officer who is to succeed Sir Richard Hughes 
in this Command, had I not thought it of such material con- 
sequence, that an account could not too soon be transmitted fur 
their Lordships’ consideration ; and 1 beg leave to observe that 
already very numerous are the Americans who are covered by 
the Spanish qualifications, although the first of them which I 
have met with is only dated the *21 st of Alay 1786. When 
I say one hundred, I am certain I am far within compass. 
Every American vessel who trades to the West Indies will 
call at IVinidada to receive Spanish qualifications. 

This traffic, I must take the liberty of observing, brings to 
the King cf Spain a considerable revenue ; it will increase the 
Ship-building of America, and raise the numbers of her Sea- 
men; while, on the contrary, it will decrease the Briti.sli 
Shipping and Seamen in these Islands. These Americans 
will take off our rum, and carry it to America, so that our 
Vessels will shortly have no trade to those States. They will 
be again the Carriers between these Islands and America. 
For such is either the want of knowledge, or something worse, 
in most of our Officers here, that if a Vessel comes u. dcr 
Spanish colours, and produces anything Spanish, she must he 
a Spaniard ; and as such, is granted certain privileges : for if 
under an English Ensign, must be a true Englishman. 

Their Lordships will, I am sure, see the necessity of soine- 
thiiig being immediately done in this Spanish 'American 
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business ; and I hope they will approve of what I intend 
doing. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clark and M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. 79 : but they do not give the date of 
his Letter. It was, liowever, written about August 1786.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, [August 1706]. 

My dearest Fanny, 

What can I say ? Nothing, if I speak of the pleasure I 
felt at receiving your kind and affectionate letter ; my thoughts 
are too big for utterance : you must suppose that everything 
which is tender, kind, and truly affectionate has possession of 
my whole frame. Words arc not capable of conveying an 
idea of my feelings : nothing but reciprocity is equal to it; I 
flatter myself it is so. I have begun this letter, and left off, 
a dozen times, and found I did not know one word from 
another. Well, on the Saturday morning after the Berbice 
Schooner left me, IMr. Lightfoot came and paid me a visit, 
with an apology, of his having been confined to his house, or 
he would have done it before : that, not writing, he meant it 
as a mark of attention. He prevailed upon me to sleep at 
his house on Monday last, the day I dined with Sir Thomas 
Shirley,- I'his great attention made amends for his long 
neglect, and I forgot all anger ; I can forgive sometimes, you 
will allow. I only came from thence this morning; it is nine 
miles, and with writing ever since my arrival, I feel a little 
tired ; therefore expect nothing but sheer stupidity. 

I have also seen the great Mr. ; he says, he understood 

and believed I was gone to England — whistle for that ! The 
Country air has certainly done me service. I am not getting 
very fat, my make will not allow it : but 1 can tell you, and 
I know your tender heart will rejoice, that 1 have no more 

^ Governor of the Lee^word Islands. (Vide p. 1.57, ante.) lie was created a 
Baronet in June 1786, which shows that this Letter must have been written some 
weeks after that date, though it is placed by Cbirkc and M* Arthur before 
Letters of Ft^bniary and Mjirch , 36. 

VOb. T. 


O 
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complaint in my lungs than [Captain Maynard, [and not the 
least pain in my breast. Pray present my best respects to 
Dr. Jefferies ; I am very much flattered indeed by his good 
opinion. Although I am just from salt water, yet, as I am 
in a hurry to get the Berbice away, that she may reach Nevis 
by the evening, I must finish this thing, for letter I cannot 
call it. I have a newspaper for Miss Herbert ; it is all I 
have to offer that is worth her acceptance ; and I know she 
is as fond of a bit of news as myself. Pray give my compli- 
ments to her, and love to Josiah. I am, Szc. 

Horatio Nklsox. 


TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol, i. }{(».] 

Knglish Harbour, St'])tt‘mb(>r ‘J.'lrd, ITliC. 

On the 0th of October, barring something extraordi- 
nary, you will certainly see 11. N. again; and, J need 
not say, if it ho possible, with a stronger aflection than when 
he left you. My letter is short, but my mind could say the 
paper full; therefore, don’t let that bo a reason for your 
writing either a short letter, or making the lines very widi* 
from each other. . . . Believe that 1 am ever the same Ho- 
ratio. 


'ro riHLfP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 
[Original, in the Ailniiralty.] 


Boreas, English Harhour, Antigua, 
Se[»teinl)er ‘J5th, l/SO*. 


Sir, 

1 beg leave to acquaint you, that on the 20rd Instant, 1 re- 
ceived their Lo^d^hips’ order of the 14th of July l<ist relative 
to Harbours. 

Inclosed,'! transnnt you the State and Condition oftlie Ships 
on this Station ; and also a List of an Ap])(>intment made hy 
me, with'a Report of the Survey. And I am to request you 
will inform their^ Lordships, that in tiie beginning of Sep- 
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tember, I ordered the Rattler to the Island of Grenada to re- 
main the rest of the hurricane season : I have also inclosed 
you as correct a List as I could procure of the French Squadron 
in these Seas, and have the honour to be, Sic., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, Antigua, 
September 25tb, 1786. 

Sir, 

Inclosed is a diiplictate of my letter to you, of the 27th of 
August last,-^ by which you will see I made a mistake. It was 
a Treasury Order signed by Mr. Grenville in the year 1763, 
instead of an Order in Council. I remain, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ini: commissioners of the navy. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, Antigua, 
September 25tb, 1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Inclosed, I beg leave to transmit you two letters which 
were sent by Mr. ^Villiam Lewis, Surgeon of his Majesty’s 
Sloop Rattler, to Captain Collingwood, and by him transmitted 
to me. The propriety of his writing such letters relative to the 
Commander of the Squadron, I leave to your consideration. The 
gentleman asserts that Captain Nelson will not believe his own 
representation, although he knows he never made to me in his 
life, either a verbal or written representation of his state of 
health. After the first Survey he w rites his Captain, that he has 
received his letter, acquainting him of Captain Nelson’s resolu- 
tion of not signing a Ticket for him to go on shore to Sick 


The lAHtcr printed in p. vv'asa Duplicate, v. which be 5eems to have cor- 
rected the error in the Onginid 
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Quarters, and much more improper writing, as in the former 
instance. I can only assure the Board that no Sick Ticket 
was ever presented for my approbation until he was invalided, 
I certainly did not choose to volunteer sending the Mate^ of 
the Boreas on board the Rattler, for by it I left a hundred 
and eighty men under the care of a gentleman who has not 
the best state of health, and who told me his constitution was 
not equal to attending them if they were sickly. But when 
Mr. Lewis was by Survey judged an object to be sent to Eng- 
land, I appointed one in his room ; and as there were not 
Ships enough to try Mr. William Lewis, I ordered him to be 
immediately discharged, and approved his Ticket to remain at 
the hospital, till an opportunity offered of his gettinga passage 
to England. So far from treating him with inhumanity, 1 
conceive I have shown him lenity after such expressions. 

1 have the honour to remain, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograpli, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, September 2oth, 17S(>. 

My dear Brother, 

Your kind letter of July 30th I received by Dent*^ from Bar- 
badoes two days ago, and the last month those of May the 1st, 
June the 3rd, July the *2ncl, I received here in due course. For 
not getting the two former I am obliged to Mr. Kelly, as well 
as not getting two from my father, and the same number from 
Kate. I am very angry with him; more so as tiicre were 
many opportunities of sending them, and he told me there were 
none for me : not that I believe I could have wrote, for you 
cannot have an idea of the plague and trouble I have had with 
these Governors and people, and the number of letters I have 
been obliged to write upon those subjects. However, 1 have 
smoothed the way for those who may come after me. The 
Captains of Men-of-War are now invested with great addi- 
tional powers, enough to carry on the business of doing good 


* Surgeoii't) Mate, Olficers now called “ Asaistant Surgt*oii».” 
i Second Lieutenant of the Boreas. 
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for the Nation, without interruption. When we are to come 
Home, that I believe, is only known at present to the Admiralty; 
but I take it for granted it will not be before the spring of the 
year. It would be cruel to give us, stewed mortals, a winter s 
passage. I can tell you nothing about myself, only that on 
the 9th of October I shall most willingly leave English Harbour 
— to Nevis naturally, you will suppose, first; and then (if lam 
Commanding Officer) to every Island in these Seas. This is 
my present plan, but may be altered in the turn of a straw. 

News from this corner you will not expect. Rattler, 
Collingwood, is at Grenada; therefore, here have I been in 
this vile place without a creature near me. Your Warrant^ I 
have in my bureau. When Sir Richard Bickerton arrives, 
probably you will be discharged. Indeed I think it a chance 
if they pay you now, as you have not actually been on board. 
However, that we’ll try when Boreas gets home. Pray what 
do you know or hear of Maurice tell me. So Kate tells me 
she is to pass the winter with you ; she will make Hilborough 
something pleasanter. Pray remember me kindly to your 
next door neighbours. I am sure you are very attentive to 
them. At Barbadoes, but the papers will tell you, they have 
had a little gale which drove some Ships on*shore ; but I have 
not heard of damage anywhere else. I have nothing to say, 
but that all on board desire to be kindly remembered, and 
Mr. Horsford often inquires after you. Adieu for a little, and 
believe me to l)c, 

Yours affectionately, 

Hcuatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., WEST MALLlNO. 

[Autograph, in the Lockci Papers.] 

Borciis, English Harbour, September 27th, 1786. 

' My dear Friend, 

It is an age since I had the pleasure of hearing from you ; 
but I know my deserts, and you have every reason not to be 
plagued with so bad a correspondent ; yet be assured, my good 


* Aa Chiiploin of tho Bertas. 


His eldest brother. 
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friend^ that wy gratitude for the many favours 1 have con- 
stantly received, does not fail. JVb, it is fresh in my remem- 
brance ; but if you got my letter from Barbadoes in May last 
(I ought to be ashamed of the date) you will have some idea of 
my troubles, nor will they ever end, I plainly perceive, while 
I am in this Country; for it will always be the case, where Ofli- 
cers neglect their duty, there rogues thrive; and God knows 
there is not a Custom-House Officer, Governor, &c., that 1 
have met with, who have done their duty ; therefore the latter 
party is kept up, and my hands full of business. 

Tt is not more strange than true, that I was not only 
obliged to support myself against the most violent f)ro- 
secutions that could be laid against an Officer; and in- 
stead of being supported by my Admiral, I was obliged to 
keep him up, for he was frightened at this business, which, 
although, I hope, completed now, he appeared ready, 
(I thought,) when he got Home, to receive any thanks 
which might be offered him for his alertness and attention 
to the navigation of Great Britain. God knows, I (nivy 
no man praises; but don’t let him take what is due to olher-r. 
Collingwood, I hope, has been down to see you; he will tell 
you a history. He seized a vessel at Barbadoes. When we 
are to expect Sir Richard Bickerton, ^ or when Boreas goes 
Home, I am all in the dark. As it is not in the autumn, I hope 
they will have mercy enough not to give us a winter’s passage. 
I am sorry to tell you a good deal of your (puirter cask of wine 
is leaked out. 1 had the remainder fined and bottled. Cap- 
tain Erasmus Gower has likewise been a sulferer. Myself a 
great one, and also Lord Hood. Indeed all casks under 
have not stood the heat, nor then without being new hoopt’d. 
I am sorry for the losses of my friends'* wine ten times nioiv 
than my own ; but I am sure you know ttiat c\ery care \\a^ 
taken. I have laid in a good suj)ply of rum, and you shall 
have any quantity you please. 

I think I have wrote lately to Kingsmill, but re.dl\ 

I have been since June so very ill (till lately) tliat I 
have oiily a faint recollection of anytliing which 1 did. 
complaint was in my breast, such a one as I bad g('nig 

• t h«» Succf'ssor of Sir Hichard f fugho», in comiuund of liic Lffsfcuiu I dcOiu- 
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out to Jamaica: the Doctor thought I was in a consump- 
tion, and gave me quite up; but that Great Being who has 
so often raised me from the sick bed, has once more re- 
stored me, and to that health which I very seldom enjoy. I 
beg, whenever you see Commissioner Kirke, that you will 
present my best respects to him : he has always been very kind 
and polite. I hope Mr. Bradley is quite recovered: those 
African voyages 9 do not seem to agree well with his consti- 
tution. He ought to got rich by them, but that, I fear, he 
docs not. To every other part of that family pray remember 
me kindly, and to all other friends who may inquire after me, 
and believe me to be, with the most unfeigned regard. 

Your much obliged faithful humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO iniir.lP STEPHENS, esq., ADiMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Boreas, English Ilarhonr, 

Antigua, 4th Uofober, 1786. 


Sir, 

1 beg leave to transmit you several letters, which Captain 
Wilfred Collingwood, of bis Majesty’s sloop Rattler, has sent 
me from the Island of Grenada. 

Their Lordships will perceive the difficulties which Mr. 
Byarn ^ has thrown in the way to hinder Captain Collingwood 
from performing Ins duty. IVIr. Byam has thought proper to 
be guided by an Opinion which Ur. Scott sent out to this 
Country, although all good lawyers know^ it does not relate to 
the Navigation Act. It has been the means of much trouble 
to those Captains of the Navy who have endeavoured to sup- 
press illegal Trade, for all those Lawyers make use of it, who 
mean to throw every obstacle in our w'ay to prevent us from 


® Both Mr. Henry and Mr.UicImrd Brndloy were enterprising men, and specu- 
lated largely on the Coasts of America and Africa, where they obtained grants of 
land. 

* Ashton Warner Byam, Eat)., Altornoy-t»e’;eral at Grcnadii, who was 
Knighted in October 178‘>. 
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securing the Navigation to Great Britain to and from these 
Colonies. 

Mr. Byam, by demanding fees for advice, their Lordships 
well know, has thrown such an obstacle in our way, that very 
few Captains of Mcn-of-War can get over. Their Lordships 
will take some steps to obviate this difficulty. We cannot 
with propriety act without advice; nor have we ability to buy 
it. Llad fees been demanded of me for the advice I have been 
necessitated to ask of the Crown Lawyers of the Leeward 
Islands, all my pay for the station would not have enabled me 
to ask it. 

Mr. Byam their Lordships will recollect in the case of the 
brig Abigail, wliich Sir Richard Hughes sent home last April. 
How different is this gentleman’s conduct from Mr. Stanley, 
Mr. Burke, ^ and Mr. Adye, the Crown Lawyers for the Lee- 
ward Islands. They are always ready to support and assist 
the Navy. This gentleman uniformly opposing them, and 
giving every countenance, I fear, to the admitting Foreign ves- 
sels to be registered in Grenada. 

, This prosecution is forced, you will perceive, upon the 
Attorney-General; and I should not be surprised, although 
the fraud is so very clear, if he should be aciiuitted. And al- 
though it is a prosecution at the suit of the Crow n, yet the So- 
licitor-General has thought proper to o[)pose the Crown, by 
taking part on the other side. 

It is presuming in me, and needless, 1 trust, to remark what 
zeal Captain Collingwood ^ has shown upon this occasion, lu 
attempting to entirely hinder Foreigners from trading to our 
Islands; and with what perspicuity and clearness he has 
pointed out to the Crown Officer, the defects which the Vessels 
he seizes lay under. IJis conduct upon former occasions has 
not, I am certain, escaped their Lordships* observation; and 
I am sure such assiduity, alertness, and ability to serve his 
Country, will not pass unnoticed. 


* In a Letter from Mr. Burke to Captain Nelson, dated Novenif)er‘2fltli, 
he Sfiid, “ I am very much obliged to you for the two Acts of rarlianieut ; ainl 1 
am mucli mistaken if the Clcnlh mcn of tbe Navy are not obliged t«) you, tor the 
final settlement of the very important (|uestion, concerning the right of Seizure, 
without any authority from the Customs.*’— Ori//iw«/, in the Nelson PaperH. 

® Captain Wilfred C’olJingwood, of the Kattler. 
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Sir Richard Hughes has formerly, I doubt not, done Captain 
Collingwood that justice his conduct so well entitles him to. 
I feel great pleasure in their Lordships having left such an 
Officer under my command. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALITT. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Nevis, 3rd November 1786. 

Sir, 

Herewith I transmit you the remainder of Captain Colling- 
wood’s Correspondence at the Island of Grenada. 

A total stop is put to our carrying on the Navigation Laws. 
The Custom-House Officers have the King’s Chest to resort 
to; and if there is probable cause of Seizure, are allowed in 
their accounts the expense. As we have no such resort, their 
Lordships will consider this case, for it is out of our power to 
perform the duty imposed on us. 

The President of the Island of Grenada has stoj)ped the 
proceedings by virtue of a clause in the New Act. 

Their Lordships will very soon find the ill effects of the Sus- 
pending Clause. Had the Governors, in the first instance, 
done their duty, in not granting Registers to Vessels who by 
Law were not entitled to them, the evil never could have arisen. 
1 never expect to see any Vessels which are Registered in the 
Island condemned, if seized by the Navy. The interest of the 
Governors militates against it; and will Governors ever want 
a plausible tale to tell Ministers why they granted such and 
such Vessels Registers? No; — artful men will never want an 
artful story ; and Oaths will not be wanting to confirm any 
talc. It would appear that the Suspending Clause has been 
got upon a fair American. 

I have the honour to remain, &c. 

Houatio Nelson. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Doreas, Antigua, 1st December 1706. 

Sir, 

Inclosed I transmit you, for their Lordships’ consideration, 
an account of the difference of charges attending tlie Proseciu 
tion of two Vessels by the King’s Advocate and Proctor, at the 
Island of Barbadoes, and those at the liCeward Islands. To 
the first, I stand pledged for payment ; and the Cause is not 
yet finally decided. Therefore, the money must come from 
my pocket; and I am given to understand, that the Crown 
Lawyers of Barbadoes and Grenada will not proceed without 
being regularly paid, which is not in my power, or in that of 
very few Officers. Thus, an effectual method is fallen upon 
in those two Islands to hinder us from carrying the Acts 
of Parliament into execution. It can never he su])posed that 
a Captain of the Navy, as a Custom-house Ollicer, seizes Ves- 
sels for their emolument, but as it is a duty imposed on 
them. 

I shall continue to Seize, and must leave the Prosecution of 
them or not to the Crow n Lawyers. I cannot [lay thorn till the 
Vessels are sold, nor then if the fees are like those of Barba- 
does and Grenada, for the value of most of tlie small Vessels 
does not amount to that sum. 

Inclosed I also transmit you the State and Condition of his 
Jlajcsty's Ships and Vessels in these Seas, 

And have the honour to rrmiain, &c. 

IIoRATK) Nelson. 

Ilis Majesty’s Ship Pegasus,^ arrived the beginning of No- 
vember: the ’ Solehay arrived the latter cud of November. 


* Uiidor ilio commaiJil of H, II. II. I’rifict* Ilc-nry. 
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TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. i. p, 88.] 

Off Antigua, December 12th, 1786. 

Our young Prince is a gallant man : he is indeed volatile, 
but always with great good nature. There were two balls dur- 
ing Ins stay, and some of the old ladies were mortified that 
lI.R.H. would not dance with them ; but he says, he is deter- 
mined to enjoy the privilege of all other men, that of asking 
any lady he pleases. 

Wednesday. We arrived here this morning at daylight. 
Ills Royal Highness dined with mo, and of course the Go- 
vernor. I can tell you a piece of news, which is, that the 
Prince is fully determined, and has made me promise him, 
that he shall be at our wedding ; and he says he will give you 
to me. His Royal Highness has not yet been in a private 
house to visit, and is determined never to do it, except in this 
instance. You know I will ever strive to bear such a charac- 
ter, as may render it no discredit to any man to take notice of 
me. There is no action in my whole life, but what is honour- 
able; and I am the more happy at this time on that account; 
for I would, if possible, or in my power, have no man near the 
Prince, who can have the smallest impeachment as to cha- 
racter: for as an individual I love him, as a Prince 1 honour 
and revere him. IMy telling you this history is as to myself: 
my thoughts on all subjects are open to you. We shall cer- 
tainly go to Rarbadoes from this Island, and when 1 shall see 
you, is not possible for me to guess: so much for marrying a 
Sailor. We are often se[)arated, but 1 trust our alfoctions are 
not by any means on that account diminished. Our Country 
has the first demand for our services : and private convcnionce, 
or happiness, must ever give way to the Public good. Give 
my love to Josiah. Iloavon bless, and return you safe to 

Your most aHeclionato, 

IIOHATIO 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, iu the Nelson Papers.] 

English Harbour, December 29th, 1786. 

My dear Brother, 

Your letter of the 2nd and 3 1st of October I received a few 
days ago. So then you are at last become a husband ;* may 
every blessing attend you. It is, I have no doubt, the hap- 
piest, or otherwise, state ; and I believe it is most generally 
the man’s fault if he is not happy. I most certainly have 
wrote repeatedly since August, which you say is the last 
time you heard from me. Your name is not now upon the 
Books you were discharged on the 4th of October. Your 
rum I have on board. I dare say you have many friends who, 
as you say, will gladly take what you can spare. You may 
tell them, the King’s Ship, although she may bring a little for 
a brother, does not for any others. I begin to be very strict 
in my Ship, and as I get older, probably shall be more so. 
Whenever I may sot off in another Ship, I shall be indifferent 
whether I ever speak to an Officer in her, but upon duty. 

You know before this that his Royal Highness Prince Wil- 
liam is under iny command ; and I wish that all the Navy 
Captains were as attentive to orders as he is. I had almost 

forgot to tell you that D is married, but to whom, or 

what, is out of my power. He has nothing left, in my opinion, 
but to put a pistol to his head: he is damned for ever. Pray 
wliere did you know Captain Holloway ?^’ Do you know his 
wife, too? I don’t take him to be a conjuror. 1 am truly 
happy to hear Mr. Suckling is married.* It will add to his 
felicity, for had he not done that, he must have kept a woman, 
which you will allow would have been very disagreeable. Pray 
give my best love and compliments where they will be well 
received ; and believe me to be, your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

♦ The Reverend William Nelson married, on the 9th November 1786, .Sarah, 
daughter of the Reverend Henry Yonge, Vicar of (J rent 'I’orrington, in Devon- 
shire, and cousin of l>r. Philip Yonge, Rishup of Norwich. 

* Of the Rioreas. 

® Captain John Holloway of the Solebay, who died on Admiral. 

’ His uncle Mr. VVilliam Suckling of the Custom House, married on the 
r 1786, Miss Kumsoy f>t' Hampstead. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., TOWN MALLING, 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

English Harbour, December 29th, 1786. 

My dear Friend, 

I am sure it is a full twelvemonth since I have had a line : 
you will say I don’t deserve it oftener than that, however, for 
since May, I know of three letters which I put myself into 
the Packet If you think me unmindful of the favours and 
kindnesses I received at your hands, you do me injustice. I 
am at this moment more thankful for them than I was when 
they were granted : then I was not so capable of judging of 
their value. Let this be the opinion of your Horatio : and I 
trust it will be for the future. 

You will know long before this reaches you, that Prince 
William is under my command : I shall endeavour to take 
care he is not a loser by that circumstance. He has his 
foibles as well as private men, but they are far over-balanced 
by liis virtues. In his Professional line, he is superior to near 
two-thirds, I am sure, of the List; and in attention to orders, 
and respect to his Superior Officers, I know hardly his equal ; 
this is what I have found him. Some others, I have heard, 
will tell another story. The Islanders have made vast enter- 
tainments for him. Put all this you will see in the English 
papers. 

I am in momentary expcctJition of Sir Richard Rickerton, 
from reports, for the Admiralty are wonderfully secret. I wish 
he was arrived, for this state of uncertainty is very unpleasant. 
The Prince is to remain iu these Seas until May, when he 
returns to Nova Scotia, at which time I hope to set sail for 
Old England; for I am most heartily sick of these Islands. 
Heaven bless you, my dear friend ; and believe that I am 
unalterably yours, 


Horatio Nelson. 
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TO MRS. NISBET. 

[From Clarke and M* Arthur, vol. i. p» 09,] 

1st January, 1707, 

How vain arc human expectations. I was in hopes to have 
remained quiet all this week : but to-day we dine with Sir 
Thomas to-morrow the Prince has a party; on Wednesday 
he gives a dinner at Saint John‘'s to the Regiment; in the 
evening is a Mulatto ball ; on Thursday a cock-fight, and we 
dine at Colonel Crosbie*s brother’s, and a ball : on Friday 
somewhere, but I forget; on Saturday at Mr. Byam’s,^ the 
President. If we get w ell through all this, I shall be fit for 
anything ; but I hope most sincerely the Commodore ^ will 
arrive before the whole is carried into execution : in many in- 
stances it is better to serve than command ; and this is one of 
them. If the Commodore does not come down and relieve 
me, 1 think it likely we shall remain here all this month at 
least ; for the Ship’s company of tltc Pegasus are sick, and 
I cannot with propriety leave Ilis Royal Highness by himself. 

Should Sir Richard Bickerton come down, and I think he 
must be at Barbadoes, and send me to Nevis, 1 will bless him: 
yet I would sooner die than ask any favour. If he is polite, 
lie w ill do it without ; if not, he would perhaps refuse me 
w ith asking, and I should not like the mortification. What is 
it to attend on Princes ? Let me attend on you, and I am 
satisfied. Some are born for attendants on great men: I 
rather think that it is not my particular province. TIis 
Royal Highness often tells me, he believes 1 am married; 
for he never saw a lover so easy, or say so little of the object 
he has a regard for. When I tell him I certainly am not, lie 
says, ‘ 'riien he is sure I must have a great esteem for you, 
and that it is not what is (vulgarly), I (K) not much like the 
use of that word, called love,* He is right : my love is 
founded on esteem , the only foundation that can make tlie 
passion last. I need not tell you, what you so well know, 
that I wish I had a fortune to settle on you : but I trust I 

^ Sir TliOinas Sliirl**y, tliw (iovf-rnnr, 

^ J.dward liyarn, (if tlie (’ounril at Autijfua, and Judj;o of 

Adniir.dty Omrt lo’ died in Fcdivuvirv 1U17. 

' alnf, aft‘*r w urd.s A dm i rid Ldid (fardn<.*r. 
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have a good name, and that certain events will bring the other 
thing about : it is my misfortune, not my fault. You can marry 
me only from a sincere affection ; therefore I ought to make 
you a good husband, and I hope it will turn out that I shall. 
You are never absent from my mind in any place or company. 
I never wished for riches, but to give them to you ; and my 
small share shall be yours to the extreme. A happy New 
Year; and that many of them may attend you, is the most 
fervent wish of your affectionate 

HoitATio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESO., ADMIttALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


lioroas, English Harbour, Antigua, 7th .January 17t{7. 

Sir, 

By my last from Dominica, of the 2nd of December, (in a 
Merchant-ship, having missed the Packet,) their Lordships 
will be informed of my taking the Solebay, Captain Hollo- 
way, and tlie Pegasus, commanded by His Iloyal Highness 
1 Vince William Henry, under my command, agreeable to 
their order by the respective Ships. 

I was exceedingly sorry to find that the Pegasus was not 
only very leaky, but that there was every ap|)earauce her iron 
work was much corroded. After wooding and watering the 
S(|undron in Prince Rupert’s, I proceeded to this harbour, 
where I arrived on the L‘3th December. The Pegasus was 
iuiniediatidy hauled to the wharf, and it was found that the 
leak was occasioned by her wooden ends forward being very 
open, nearly all her bolts about her bows were found very 
much corroded, and wT*re so bad, that 1 have ordered her to 
be new bolted. Tlie cheeks of her head have been taken off, 
and the seams were found so open, as plainly to show' they 
bad not been examined into at the Port slie tilted out at: some 
of the chain plates have also been found unfit for serviee, and 
the generality of the bolts which hold them w ere so loose in 
the Ship, as to be draw n out by the hand. This has occasioned 
her to he so long in the harbour. 

On the 11th, 1 shall sail fur the island of Barl.adocs, to 
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which place I sent the Solebay in the last month, to look out 
for Commodore Sir Richard Bickerton, who, I hear, from 
private hands, is appointed to this Command. I shall wait 
there until the 20th, when, if I hear no confirmation of the 
report, I shall proceed with the Pegasus and Rattler to the 
Island of Grenada, leaving the Solebay to take care of the 
Commerce at the Island of Barbadoes. At Grenada I shall 
leave the Rattler, and shall proceed with his Royal Highness 
to visit the Islands of Montserrat, Nevis, St. Christopher’s, and 
the Virgin Islands, by which time I shall hope to be honoured 
with their Lordships’ commands; for since the 1st of August, 
I have not received a line from the Board (except by the 
Solebay and Pegasus) or an acknowledgement of a letter. In 
May, I wrote a very particular one,- by desire of Sir Richard 
Hughes, inclosing an account of my proceedings at Barba- 
does; but I do not know if it has been received, as it has 
never been acknowledged. 

Inclosed is the State and Condition of the Squadron on this 
Station. 

I have the honour to remain, kc. 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO II. R. H. PRINCE WILLIAM HENRY, 

CAl’TAIN OF HIS MAJESTY’s SHIP PEGASUS. 

[Transmitted to tbo Admiralty on the lOth July 17H7, vidr* p.21-2 post.) 

Horens, January 2:3rd, 1787. 

Sir, 

I have the honour of acquainting your Royal Highness that 
in consequence of a letter which I have this day received 
from Lieutenant Isaac Schomberg,*’ first Lieutenant of his 

* Vide p. 170, ante. 

^ Lieutenant Scfiornber^'Vs original Lolteris in tho poftsession of Dawson Tunn^r, 
Es<)., F.U.S. ; and it is only just to the memory of a zealous ( Iflicer of vliost; 
general merits Nelson thought very highly (vide p. ‘J.'iO post.) as well as ) timt 
of the Princo, to state the particulars of tho afl'air, more especially ns it !> tliti' 
subject of many other Letter.^. Prince William s orders were as follow ; 

“ Pegasus, English Harbour, Antigua, 23rd January 1787. 

“ From Mr, Schomborg’s negl»*cting to inform mo yesterday of his sending a 
boat ori shore, and Mr. bmolbtt doing tho same, I think proper to rccomiiieinl 
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Majesty’s Ship Pegasus, under your command, I have thought 
proper to order him under an Arrest, and beg you will grant 
him such indulgencies, or lay such restrictions on him, during 
his Arrest, as his behaviour shall appear to you to deserve. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Royal Highness’s 
Most obedient humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


the readinjf over of these orders, with attention, to the Officers and Gentlemen ; 
as for the future, I shall make them accountable for their conduct in disobeying 
any commands or orders 1 may from time to time give out. 

William. 

Mr. Schomberg, thinking ho had not deserved this Reprimand, immediately 
applied to Captain Nelson for a Court-Martial : 

Pegasus, in English Harbour, Antigua, ‘J3rd January 1787. 
Sir, 

As Ilis Royal Iliglinesa Prince William Henry, Commander of his Majesty’s 
Ship Pegasus, has thought proper this morning to accuse me with neglect of 
duty, in the General Order Hook, of which I do not conceive myself guilty, 1 
must, therefore, in vindication of my conduct as an Officer, beg you will be 
pleased (whenever an opportunity may olTer) to order a Court-Martial on me, to 
impiire into tlio (.barge alleged against me. Enclosed I have the honour to semi 
you a copy of th«^ accusation for your perusal. 

I am, Sir, 

.1. SCilOMULKG. 

Tc Horatio Nelson, Ks(j., Captain of his Majesty’s Ship 
Boreas, and Senior Officer of tho Leeward Islands. 

No Court-Martial look place, the matier having been eventually settled 
by Commodor** Alan Gardner. (See .subsetjuent Letters.) 

Lieutenant Schombt-rg attained the rank of Post-C ipiain in November 17P0, 
and died onoof the Commissioners of the Navv Board in January 181.>. He was 
tho CompiltT of tlie '• Naval Chronologv.’' in h vols. octavo, 1802 ; from which 
laborious and useful Work much information for these Notes has been di-rived. 
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TO LIEUTENANT ISAAC SOHOMBERG, FIRST LIEUTENANT OF 
H. M. S. PEGASUS. 

[Original, in the possession of Dawson Turner, Esq., F.ll.S. It is erroneously 
dated in 1786.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, January i?3rd, 1786 [1787]. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of this day’s date, desiring that 
I would order a Court- IVIartial (when opportunity offered) to 
be assembled, to inquire into the charge alleged against you 
by his Royal Highness Prince William Henry, your Captain, 
and inclosing me a copy of his Royal Highness’s accusation 
for my perusal. 

In answer, I acquaint you that I shall order a Court-^VIar- 
tial to inquire into the charge alleged against you as soon 
as possible. And, Sir, from the receipt of this letter you 
are under Arrest, with such restrictions or indulgeneies as his 
Royal Highness, your Captain, may think pro[)er. 

I have the honour to remain, &c., 

Hohatio Nel.son. 


<;ENEKAL ORDEll. 

[Transmittod to the Admiralty in a Lottor dated lOth July, 1787, whorni;! 
Captain Nelson explained liis motives for issuing this Order. \'ide p. 
j.ost.J 

By Horatio Nelson, Esq., 

Captain of His Majesty’s Ship Boreas. 

For the better maintaining discipline and good government 
in the King’s Squadron under my command, 

I think it necessary to inform the Oilieers, that if any one 
of them shall presume to write to the Commander of the 
Squadron (unless there shall be Ships enough present to bring 
them to immediate Trial) for a Court-Martial to investigate 
their conduct on a frivolous pretence, thereby dc[)riving his 
Majesty of their services, by obliging the Commander of the 
Squadion to confine them, that I shall and do consider such 
conduct as a direct breach of the 14th, and part of the Ifitli, 
Articles of War ; and shall order them to be Tried for the 
sarm‘. 


10 



J5T. 28.] 


LETTERS. 


211 


Given under my hand, on board His Majesty’s Ship Boreas, 
at Antigua, the 28th of January, 1787. 

lIoitATio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., AUMIKALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Antigua, February 4tli, 17b7. 

Sir, 

In September 1786, I transmitted to the Navy Board, for 
their consideration, several copies of letters, which Mr. 
Lewis, late Surgeon of the Rattler Sloop, had sent to Captain 
Collingwood, and by him transmitted to me. 

As 1 conceived them highly improper, and not having it in 
iny power to try Mr. Lewis by a Court-Martial for his 
conduct, (for want of Ships,) I thought it proper to refer the 
propriety of his writing such letters relating to the Com- 
mander of the Squadron, to them, imagining at least they 
would not employ him until necessity might oblige them. 

As detaining Mr. Lewis in this Country till the arrival of a 
suflicient number of ^len-of-War, might have been the occa- 
sion ef his death, I tlierefore could not, with humanity, prevent 
him from going to England ; as by the Report of the Survey 
(which I had tlie honour of transmitting to you in October 
last) it was tliought actually necessary for the re-establish- 
ment of his health. 

In answer to which tlie Navy Board acquaint me they 
never interfere with OHicers in Commission. 

I have therefore thought proper to transmit to you, for 
their Lordships’ information, copies of the whole correspond- 
ence, that they may take such steps as they may think proper 
on the occasion.* 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, ^c. 

Ilou.vnu Nelson. 


“ Vide p. lltr),nnto. 

( upuiiti Nelson was informed, in reply, that the A«linirally had voeoin- 
meiuled ihe \avy Board not t<' * 'v.ploy Mr. Lowi'i until he sliall have made a 
j>roper apedogy to him fur the tl.srespectful expre* -ions eontained in his I..etters. 
Vide p. ‘Jfil, post. 

i> 2 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Antigua, February 8th, 1787. 

Sir, 

In September 1786, I appointed Mr. Thomas Morgan to 
act as Surgeon of the Rattler in the room of Mr. William 
Lewis, who was invalided to go to England for the establish- 
ment of his health. 

Inclosed I send you the Navy Board’s letter, and also one 
from Mr. Morgan. j\Ir. IMorgan’s situation is a hard one. The 
Appointment to the Rattler was an additional expense, which 
he would not have been subjected to had he remained in the 
Boreas. However, the Service obliged his going, and that was 
not to be considered ; but Mr. Morgan had many and just 
reasons to refuse bringing a Medicine Chest and Instruments. 
The Rattler w'as expected to be ordered Home, and if she goes 
soon he will still be out of pocket by the Appointment ; but 
Mr. Morgan would not allow the King’s Service to he in- 
jured by his refusal to take the Medicine Chest and Instru- 
ments; hoping, «and indeed I told him, that there would he no 
doubt of his being put on the Surgeons’ List for his conduct, 
more especially as he had passed for Surgeon of a Third Itatc, 
and had served all the War with an unexceptionable charact(?r. 
This, I hope, will weigh with their Lordships, and iiiduco 
them to order Mr. Morgan to be put upon the Surgeons' 
List. 

I have the honour to remain, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO riHLIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIKA 




[Original, in the AUniirulty.] 

Boreas, Antigua, February f)th, 1787. 


Sir, 

In January, the Rattler being at Barbadoesi seized a 
Schooner, being clearly by her papers an American Vessel. 
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I transmit you the several letters which have passed, and 
the Case laid before Mr. Charles Brandford, his Majesty’s 
Attorney and Advocate-General of Barbadoes. 

Their Lordships will see that he has refused his Opinion, 
unless accompanied by a proper fee. Captain Collingwood, 
not having money to pay for Opinions, could do nothing to the 
Vessel ; and she is now trading in these Seas. 

I some time ago told you of Mr. Brandford’s intentions ; 
and a Captain of a Man-of-War that does not carry a long 
purse cannot prosecute Vessels under Mr. Brandford of Bar- 
badoes, and Mr. Byara of Grenada. They, I am certain, do 
not deserve (and I hope their Lordships will think with me) 
to be his Majesty’s I^aw Officers. But whilst I am complain- 
ing of Mr. Brandford of Barbadoes, let me do justice to Mr. 
William Forbes, the King’s Proctor, who carried on this busi- 
ness without demanding any fees ; and how high does Messrs. 
Brandford and Byarns’ conduct place Mr. Stanley and Mr. 
Adyc, who have ever carried on Prosecutions, and given opi- 
nions without fee or reward. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO Tin: KKVKIIENU MR. NELSON, HILUOROUGH. 


I Autoprapli, in the Nelson rapers.] 

lioreiis, En^Ii>h Harbour, February fhb, 17S7. 

My dear Brother, 

Your letter of December 4th, I received by the Packet, aiwl 
do most sincerely partake of the happiness you enjoy by 
being united to an amiable woman. You will treat her 
kindly and tenderly, 1 have no doubt. A truly good hus- 
band is a good thing, and I hope to see it fully in you. I beg 
my best respects to the lady. 'Die summer will probably 
bring me to England, but the time lays with the Admiralty. 
I fancy the King’s Servants and the Officers of my little 
Squadron will not be s(* *")• to part with me. They think I 
make them do their dul v too strictly: and the Indians 
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will give a Balle Champetre upon my departure. They hah 
me; and they will every Officer who does his duty. 

You know I have tlic honour of having Prince William 
under my command. In every respect, both as a Man and a 
Prince, I love him. lie has honoured me as his confidential 
friend ; in this he shall not be mistaken. I am sorry for poor 
Kate, but marriage is not a thing to be hastily entered into ; 
and it’s better to find a man to be good for nothing before, 
than after marriage. I am happy my Father has been able to 
make an addition to Maurice’s allowance. I have never lost 
sight of his preferment in the line he is in, but my interest is 
but rising. 1 have already spoken to his Royal Highness 
about him, but it must take time to get on ; and the Prince 
has it not in his power to do all he wishes at present. My 
time is short; therefore my letter must finish. Compliments 
to all I know, and believe me ever, 

Your affectionate brother, 

Horatio NeLvSon. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ES(i., TOWN MALLIXO. 

[Autograph, in the Loekor Papers. | 

Poreas, Ktlgli^h Harbour, February Bill, I7S7. 

My dear Friend, 

Your letter of November 29th I received by a iMcrchaiit- 
ship; it is the only one I have got, although I see you li.'vc 
wrote several desiring me to get things ; hut not a lino has 
ever reached me till now. I was fearful 1 had unknowingly 
offended, but am happy to find it is not so. 1 am at a 
how to direct this letter, hut shall send it to }our Agent ; for 
1 have never heard of your removal to Kensington, nor am I 
certain you live there now, but it must take its chance. 1 
am liere without Ships enough to liold Court- iMartials ; and 
discipline, you know, cannot be kept up without that resort. 

MountHiTvat, Fcbruiirv 1.1. 

I am here with the Pegasu.s and Solebay ; the Islaiwl has 
made fine Addresses and good dinners, Sec. Fo-morrow wx* 
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sail for Nevis and St. Christopher’s, where the same fine 
things will be done again. His Royal Highness keeps 
up strict discipline in his Ship, and without paying him any 
compliment, she is one of the first ordered hVigates I have 
seen. He has had more plague with his Officers than enough ; 
his First Lieutenant will, I have no doubt, be broke. I have 
put him under Arrest; he having wrote for a Court-Martial 
on himself to vindicate his conduct, because his Captain 
thought proper to reprimand him in the Order-book: in short, 
our Service has been so much relaxed during the War, that it 
will cost many a Court-Martial to bring it up again. 

I am kept in utter darkness about who is coming to this 
Country. Since August, when Sir Richard Hughes left the 
Station, the Admiralty have not wrote me a single line, only to 
take llie Pegasus and Solebay under my command. Many 
things have happened, and they have neither approved, nor 
otherwise, of my conduct. That Lord Howe^ is a strange 
character — it may be all right, but I can’t understand it. 
Pray remember me kindly to the Bradleys ; I am truly sorry 
for poor Dick. I had not heard of his deatli. To Lord 
Ducie,* and any others that may please to honour me with 
their remembrance. I ant sorry for your wine, but I have 
five dozen of it saved and in bottles. Rum I have plenty of 
on board, and you shall have as much as you please; and what- 
ever else 1 am in possession of, being, as I ought to be, with 
the tvucst esteem, 

Your most fiiithful, 

IIoKATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISBET. 
j From Clarke and M*Arthur, vol. i. \k 90.’ 

Boroais Montserat, llth Feb. 1787. 

My dear I'anny, 

We arc at last out of English Harbour again, and so far I 
am on my way to be with you. I anticipate with pleasure our 


' ^’ir.st Lord of tlio Adniii dty. 


* Vide ante. 
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meeting ; for never do I feel truly happy when separated from 
you. Length of time often, too often, gives proof of the fail- 
ings of human nature, and how difficult it is to be perfect. 
You have given me a proof that your goodness increases by 
time. I'hese I trust will ever be my sentiments ; if they are 
not, I do verily believe it will be my folly that occasions it. 

Never think otherwise, than that I am, in the fullest sense 
of the word, most affectionately your 

IIouATio Nelson. 


TO rillLir STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMlllALTY. 

[Original, in the Adniiraltj'.] 

BorCiis, Xcvis, 15th Fcl)ruary 1787. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint you for their Lordships’ information 
that his Majesty’s Ship Maidstone arrived here yesterday 
evening. 

I have the honour to remain, SiC. 

IIoKATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISBKT. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i, p. frJ.J 

Boreas, -Hth Feltruary 1787. 

Indeed I am not well enough to write much, and I have 
a good deal of fag before me. Captain Holloway is gone 
from us. Captain Newcoine* is laid up; therefore poor I 
must be worked : and I am the more mortified, as I pur- 
posed, when the Prince went over to the other side of 
the Island, to have escaped that trip, and have got a few 
hours to see you: but that is all over. It is possible His 
Royal Highness may stop at Nevis in his way up from 
tola. 'I'his, however, shall be his own act, and not mine. 
To-day we dine with the Merchants; I vish it over: to-rnor- 
row' a large party at Nicholas Town;’ and on Friday in Town 


’ Captain Henry Newconm, of tho Moidstono, ot guns, who was Pofiti d on 
tlj!' 1' May iTki i he 'lied about 17U7, 
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here. Saturday, sail for Old Road ; Sunday, dine on 
Brimstone Hill ; Monday, Mr. Georges’ at Sandy Point, and 
in the evening the Freemasons give a ball. Tuesday, please 

God, we sail. I did not like the cast of the day at Mr. , 

and I cannot carry two faces. Farewell till to-morrow, and 
be assured, 

I am, ever your affectionate, 

lioiiATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NISBET. 


[From Clarke and Arthur, vol. i. p. 


March ,'ird 1787. 

My journey to Nicholas Town was too great a fag in the 
height of the sun: I was very ill after it; and nothing but his 
Royal Highness’s attention and condescension, could or should 
make me go through it. However, I am quite well this morn- 
ing ; and as wc shall be pretty quiet to-day, 1 hope to be able 
to bear to-morrow and Monday, tolerably well. We shall 
most likely be at Nevis about the 18th ; but keep this to your- 
self. 


I am, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ISIRS. KISRET. 

1 From Cl;u ko mul M*Arl]»ur, vol. i. p, Tliis was Nelson's Letter to Mrs. 
Nisitot before their marrmge, which took place at Nevis, on the l»lh of March 
17s7. 'i'lic date of that event, (nhich is erroneously given, .as well by Clarke and 
M'Artliur, .as in the Nelson I’cdigree in tlie (Jenealogical Hooks of the Knights 
of tlic Ihitli,) is sliown to have been the ttvcljih of .March, by tlie following i>as- 
‘"iigc in a Letter from Lady Nelson to her husband, written from Hath on tlie 11th 
of March 17J>7, immediately after she had heard of the Hattie of St, Vincent : 

lo-morrow is our wedding day, when it gave me a dear husband, and my 
cliilo the best of fathers." 

His Iloyal Highness fulfilled his promise, hv giving away the bride, 
trances Herbert Woollward was the only child of William Woollward, F.sq., 
Senior .Judge of Nevis, by Molly, sis,er of .John llicliardson Herhort, Ks»|., 
1 resident of the Coui\cil of that Island. She was horn about I7tut, and married 
first, .Tosiali Nisbet, INI. I)., who di« d eighteen mouth afterwards, leaving an (*nly 
yhild, .losiali. At. the time of h- . nmniage vith Captain Nelson, she was about 
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Mr. Herbert, tiled on the 18th January 1703, leaving an only child, Martha 
Williams, wife of Andrew Hamilton, of Nevis, Esq., who died without issue in 
August 1810 ; and in the following year, IVlr. Herbert's ncj)licw, Magnus Morton 
of Nevis, Esq., pursuant to directions in his Will, assumed the Name and Arms of 
Herbert. He married Christian, daughter of George Forbes of iSush Hill, in that 
Islaiul, who is mentioned in one of Nelson's Letters. 

Boreas, Sandy Point, fith March 1707. 

How uncertain are the movements of us Sailors. His 
Royal Highness is rather unwell ; therefore I have given up tlio 
idea of visiting 'rortola for the present. To-day we dine with 
Mr. Georges, at his Country-house. I am now feeling most 
awkwardly: his Royal Highness has been with me all tliis 
morning, and has told me, that as things here are changed, if 
1 am not married when we go to Nevis, it is hardly probahlo 
he should see me there again ; that I had promised him not 
to be married, unless he was present ; that he wished to he 
there, to show his esteem for me, and should be much morti- 
fied if impediments were thrown in the way. He intends this 
as a mark of honour to me; as such I wish to receive it. In- 
deed his Royal Highness’s behaviour throughout has been tliat 
of a friend, instead of a person so elevated above me. He 
told me this morning, that since he had been under my com- 
mand he has been happy ; and that I should find him sincere 
in his fricndsliip. Heaven bless you; and I need scarcely say, 
how much I am 

Your afibetionate, 
Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ES^., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the A<lTniralty.j 

Bore.'u*, Nevis, Marcli 15tli, IT''?. 

Sir, 

February the 0th, I had last the honour of writing yuii 
from English Harbour. On the 1 0th I sailed with the Soio- 
bay and Pegasus, leaving the Rattler at the wharf to be 
repaired, she having been found exceedingly bad, and iier tim- 
bers rotten. The builder, however, is of opinion that she ma} 
be put in a state to undertake a summer’s passage. I 
oidered her to be sheathed with wood, as the expense is so 
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much less, and the copper would be only taken out of this 
Country merely for a passage, when it must come off again. I 
hope their Lordships will approve of what I have done. 

The Boreas, I must also observe, begins to get rather bad. 
Tn the beginning of May I shall carry her to English Harbour, 
to be made fit for a passage home, as I dare say their Lordship’s 
intentions are not to keep her in these Seas longer than tlie 
hurricane season. 

I have attended his Royal Highness since our sailing, to 
Montserrat, Nevis, and St. Christopher’s, and shall sail for 
the Virgins on Monday the 19th instant, from whence, after 
calling at English Harbour for a few days, I shall attend his 
Royal Hi*ghness to Grenada, which will finish his tour. After 
wooding at Prince Rupert’s and visiting Barbadoes, May will 
be advanced; and' the Pegasus will be fitted for [her] voyage 
to the j)lacc mentioned in their Lordships’ secret orders. 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit you the State and 
Condition of his INIajcsty’s Ships and Vessels on the Leeward 
Island Station. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatto Nelson. 


TO CArTAiN WILLIAM LOCKER, ROVAL NAVY, KENSINGTON. 

[Autograph, in tlie Locker Tapers.] 

Uoreas, on Her passage to Tort<»la, Alareh ‘21st, irS7. 

]\Iy dear Friend, 

Your letter of Uecenibcr 26th I received a few' days ago : as 
this is the second letter 1 have received, dated Kensington, I 
shall direct this thither. I wish 1 may bo able to procure 
any of the things your friend wants, but 1 fear it is too late on 
the Station to expect much: indeed, my time since November, 
has been entirely taken up attending the Prince in his tour 
round these Islands. However, except Grenada, this is the 
last, when I shall repair to English Harbour, and fit the 
Boreas for a voyage to England. Happy shall I be when that 
time arrives : no man has had more illness or trouble on a 
Station than I have experienced; but lot me lay a balance on 
the other side — I am married to an amiable w^oinan, that far 
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makes amends for everything: indeed till I married her I 
never knew happiness. And I am morally certain she will 
continue to make me a happy man for the rest of my days. I 
shall have great pleasure in introducing you to her. Prince 
William did me the honour to stand her Father upon the occa- 
sion, and has shown every act of kindness that the most pro- 
fessed friendship could bestow. His Royal Highness leaves 
this Country in June, by which time I hope my orders will 
arrive, or somebody be appointed to the Command of this Sta- 
tion. The wonder to me is, that any independent man will 
accept [it,] for there is nothing pleasant to be got by it. 
Farewell, my dear [^illegible'] and believe me to be 

Ever your affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

Remember me kindly to the and Commissioner 

Kirke when you see him, and I am much obliged by tlieir 
kind inquiries. 


TO rillLIP STEPHENS, KSQ., ADMIRAI/I V. 

[Orijiinal, in the Admiralty. ) 

Horeas, Antigua, April 1 Uli, 17S7 

Sir, 

I have lately received a letter from my Agent aetjuainting 
me that the Navy Board had deducted X‘l2. lb.y. sterlinj:, 
from my wages, for some Supernumeraries, w hich were borne 
for wages on the Books of liis Majesty's Ship under my com- 
mand. I must therefore submit the propriety of their con- 
duct to my Lords' Commissioners of the Admiralty ; as from 
the nature of the circumstances which ohligeil me to bear 
those men on the said List, lam confident their Lordshi[)s will 
allow I am not in the least culpable. 

I must beg leave to acquaint you that on my joining 
the Boreas I found a vast number of men on hoard licr 
‘who indeed appeared to me to have been very improperly 
entered into tlie Service, for several of them were lit 
objects to be invalided; and as the Boreas w^as ordered 
on a Foreign Station, I therefore sent them to the Hos- 
pital ; at tile same time discharging them to the SupernumC' 
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rary List for wages (from whence they were D. S. before 
the complement was full,) for if I had kept them on the Ship’s 
Books and carried them to a hot climate, the consequence must 
have been dreaded. I therefore hope their Lordships’ will 
consider my conduct in this case as undeserving of pecuniary 
punishment, for I could not have a wish to bear more Seamen 
than my complement, as undoubtedly 1 knew it was contrary to 
establishment, and that it would bring an additional expense 
on Government. 

I must also beg leave to acquaint you that the Navy Board 
have likewise deducted £5. 18^. 9d. for some Supernumeraries 
borne for victuals only, without order, part of which Supernu- 
meraries were passengers going out to join Sir Richard 
Hughes, one of them his own son, two Midshipmen, a servant 
to Lady Hughes, and two boys, who were servants to the Gun- 
ner who deserted. If there is an error in respect to bearing 
them without order, I am induced to think it is not their Lord- 
ships’ desire that I should be amenable, by paying for their 
victualling ; for their being discharged to a King’s Ship, with 
their original entries, which is agreeable to the rules of the 
Service in those cases, must entirely clear me; and I cannot be 
supposed to be any longer responsible for them. 

I must therefore request their Lordships will please to direct 
that the Navy Board do grant a Certificate, that I may receive 
niy full wages. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

In respect to Faster Doudle, one of the Supernumeraries, I 
did not know of his being on board till the Ship was at Sea, 
when I thought it rather hard that the man should be obliged 
to serve his |King without receiving some gratuity or other. 
I therefore entered him, as appears by tlic Books, but on the 
Ship’s arrival at Barbadoes, he deserted her, and consequently 
his wages are forfeited. 

® ‘‘D. S. Q/’the indicution of having been “ Disehargod to Sick Quarters.” 
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TO PHILIP STEPlIENvS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, English Harbour, Antigua, April Kith, 1787. 

Sir, 

Inclosed, I transmit you the Sentences of the Court-Mar^- 
tials held on some seamen of the Squadron. The two men 
belonging to the Solebay have received their punishment. 
William Clarke, the third, belonging to tbe Rattler, I have 
this day pardoned at the intercession of his Royal Highness.7 
John Woodhouse^s sentence, with a Minute, is left for their 
Lordships’ consideration. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nklsox. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRAI.TY. 

[Oiigiiial, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Antigua, loth April, 1707. 

Sir, 

Herewith I transmit you for their Lordships’ information 
tbe State and Condition of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels in 
these seas. 

I am, Sir, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 

N.B. — The Boreas is found to be rotten, and if she does not 
reach England before the luirricane season, she will he too 
had for the voyage. The Rattler I shall order to sail from 
this Country on the 1st of June. She is quite rotten. 


It ajiprar.s tliat Captain Xt*lM;n cxcecdt'd bis authority in purdoniiuj; iiil- 
])i'it, who was coiKiomne.i to doatlt, though be migljt have suspeniled the exLauli 'it 
of his scntciice. 'I ho criminal was, however, pardoned by tlic Admiralty. V iih 
p. 2.53. 



mt , 28.] 


LETTERS. 


223 


Sir, 


TO LIEUTENANT ISAAC SCHOMBERO. 

[From a Copy in tLa Nelson Papers.] 

English Harbour, April IBtli, 1787. 


I am this moment honoured with your letter of this day’s 
date, requesting that I would be kind enough to furnish you 
with the charge or charges which you suppose I mean to ex- 
hibit against you, that you may, whenever a Court-Martial 
offers, give as little trouble as possible ; as you have reason to 
believe that your long and close confinement must arise from 
some other cause than that of your own wishes expressed to 
me in your letter dated January the 23rd.® 

In answer, I beg leave to assure you that I never was more 
hurt, than that an Officer whom I very much respected, should 
do such an improper act as to deprive his Majesty of his ser- 
vices at a time they were wanted. My orders to the Squadron 
were to prevent other Officers from falling into the same error. 
1 have not, nor can any other person, have any charge against 
you, until the Court-Martial which you desired to be held to 
investigate your conduct is over; and then I can tell you I have 
no charge whatsoever against you. Your confinement is your 
own. Had you not wrote to me for a Court-Martial, I dare 
say you never would have given me occasion to put you under 
Arrest. 

Had I not ordered you into Arrest, you might then have ac- 
cused me of having left you again to be unjustly accused, as 
sot forth in your letter. 

I am. Sir, kc. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO 11. R. II. PRINXE WILLIA.'M HENRY. 

[Orl^injil, in tlir possession of \VilHam Honrv Whitehoful, Estj., ^vhose Father 
♦he hito Alexander Whitehoad, Esq., was Private Secretary to the Duke of Cla- 
rence, and Purser of His lUajestya Ship.s IVgasus, Andromeila, and Valiant, 
while those Ships were under His Royal Highness's command.] 


Sir, 


Boreas, English Harbour, April 18ih, 1787. 


Should any Dispatches from the Admiralty or other Public 
Boards be on board the Packet or other Vessels directed for 

• vide p. 20P, ante. 
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me, I request that your Royal Highness will open them; and 
as the contents may be, so you will regulate your proceed- 
ings. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Royal Highness’s 

Most obedient humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO H. R. H. PRINCE WILLIAM HENRY. 

[Original, in the possession of William Henry Whitehead, Esq.] 

Boreas, Nevis, April 26th, 1787. 

Sir, 

By the death of my poor friend Colling wood, a Vacancy has 
arisen for a Commander and Lieutenant. In appointing Mr 
Wallis ^ to the command of her, I hope I acted as you wish 
me. The vacancy as Lieutenant, I leave to be filled up by 
your Royal Highness. I inclose ^Ir. Gage’s, and have de- 
sired Mr. Wallis to take a copy of my letter to him in answer 
to his. I own I can’t help saying his pretensions are not very 
great, but this I leave to your consideration. 

I hope your Royal Highness will allow me to beg for your 
interest, should any dilliculties arise about Mr. Wallis’s being 
confirmed, for he is a good Officer; and I am sure will do 
credit to his Majesty’s service. 1 left English Harbour yes- 
terday, quite fitted up for my voyage Home. The business re- 
specting the Fraud,* I have examined into as far as the parties 
choose to disclose themselves. They are not disinteresled. 
They wish to be insured of so much per centage upon all sums 
recovered ; but they have given me a proof, by an account of 
one quarter, viz. from March to June, J782, of what Govern- 
ment was defrauded in that quarter ; and I am most thoroughly 
convinced they are enabled to prove Frauds to a very large 
amount. 1 shall send the Accounts to Mr. Pitt, for Parliament 

® Captain Wilfred Collingwood, of the Rattler, w’ho died on tlie 21.st April 
1787, vide p. 280, post. 

® Jam-iS Wallis, then first Lieutenant of the Boreas, the writer of the Narratire 
of Captain Nelson’s Proceedings on the Leeward Islands Station, before P'feir' '! 
to. 

‘ See many sulsequent Letters. 
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must know of it, in order to enable Administration to send out 
persons vested with powers to make examinations in the West 
Indies. 

No persons have died at the hospital, but none have re- 
covered. I hope your Royal Highness has had a pleasant 
trip. We have yet heard notliiiig of the Packet. Sir Thomas 
Shirley is here, and Lord Ward - is appointed Chief Justice in 
the room of Mr. Dasent, deceased. I have the honour to 
remain, with the greatest respect. 

Your Royal Highness’s 

Most obliged obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Gentleman you are pleased to appoint, which I take 
for granted, will be Mr. Church, ^ had better be appointed 
Second of the Boreas for the present ; and I can make any ar- 
rangements your Royal Highness pleases, when 1 have the 
honour of seeing you. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Nevis, 2nd May 1787. 

Sir, 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit you the State and 
Condition of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on this Station; 
and also a list of Appointments made by me, and hope their 
Lordships’ will approve of the Officers 1 have promoted. 

I have the honour. See, 

1 lo R ATIO Ne LSON. 


John Ward, Esq., was ap])ointod Chief Justiroof Nevis, and it does not 
appear why Nelson should call him Lord Ward. 'I'he name of John Dasent oc- 
curs, however, as Chief Justice of Nevis, in the Royal Kulendar until 171*9. 

’ Stephen George Church, afterwards a Tost' Captain. 


VOL. r. 
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A List of tho A])i)ointTncnts and Removals of Officers by 
Horatio Nelson, Esq., Captain of his Majesty’s Ship 
Roreas, and Senior Officer, for the time boinpr, of his ]\Ia- 
jesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Leeward Island Station, 
between the 1st of April and 2nd of INIay 1787. 
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IIOUATJO NH sov. 


TO Sill CIIAHLF.S .MIDDLETON, BART, 

[On'^iiial Draught, in the Nelson j^apers.] 

[Captain Sir Clnirles .Miildleton, afterwards an Aiimiral, and First Lord of (hx 
Admiralty, and who was cr« at< d a Peer in by tli** title of Lord 

was then (’oinjitroller of tho Navy.] 

Boreas, Nevis, ‘Jnd .May ITd?. 

Sir, 

As a Fraud is likely to he discovered in tho Naval Depart- 
ment under your direction, 1 think it proper to make you ac- 
quainted with it, that villany may he punished, and Frauds pre- 
vented in future. 

Sir, before I proceed, I cannot help mentioniuijf a eircuni- 
stance which hurt me, when I was first left in the eomm;iii(l 
here. The Deputy Naval Officer brought iiio ilill' to 
sign for money which was owing for goods purchased. I in- 
sisted upon having the original \h)ueliers hrougiit to me, 
that I might examine if they were really purchased at the imir- 
ket-prico, and that Government was not cheated; tliis J coulii 
not obtain; and I wrote to your Hoard njmn tin? subject of my 
approval of Bills, without being convinced that tlie h rmer 
money I had approved of drawing for, wa.s expen(l(‘d to my 
satisfaction, and that it was laid out in ttie most advantageous 
manner for Government, 'i'he answer seemed to imply, that 
you thought the old Forms were sufficient; which only w«‘is *1 
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certificate from tlie Naval Olficer, and tlie Master Shipwright, 
that so much money was wanted. Since that period I have 
been less close in my examination, as I should have beta very 
sorry to have incurred the displeasure of you, Sir, a gentleman 
who Stands so high, both as a Professional man, and in the 
Department you fill with so much honour. 

I enclose you the accounts of the Praiid^ from March to June 
17o2. That the fictions name of ‘ Co. C.’ stands for ' A. M.,’ 

1 am so little versed in mercantile matters, 1 will not take 
upon me to say, but all ihe credits due Cornelius Cole are 
carried in the Book to the account of Antony Miuiton. It 
will he necessary I should tell you who ihese gentlemen are, 
that have given this informatioii : they were the partners of Mr. 
William Whitehead, under the firm of Whitehead and Co, : 
liaving se[)aratcd, they have possessed themselves of all 
Whitehead’s Books and Papers. Mr, Wilkinson was brought 
up under Muir and Atkinson, and is a very shrewd sinisible 
man. Higgins is likewise a man of business. Wilkinson 
has boon in various Departments of Government, in St. Lu- 
cia, Barbadoes, is:c. and assures me, he can discover all the 
Frauds committed there, as easy as ihes*', if Covernment think 
proper to reward tlieni. Indeed they do not seem to ho play- 
ing the fool; i\>i' if nothing i» reco\ered, they desire nothing, 
and of what is actually recovered, only a certe.in per centage. 

Jdie business of Negro hire is yet not conducted in the 
niauner you wish, if, when 1 arrive in Eugiaiid,^ you 
(‘lioose to have any conversation upon this subject, 1 shall he 
happy to give you every informatioii in my power. 1 liavc 
heou merely a toinporary Couiuiamling Otlicer here, and have 
been expecting, since October, a Senior Olliccr; therefm'e I 

* 1 ho ()j'i(/inal coniuuinic'atir»n!% from IVTessr?. Wilkiii'^oii and respect- 

ing these Frainls, which were the siihji'cf ofsonianv J.rlU'is tiorn Cujitain Nol.soii 
are still preserved among the Nelson l’a]»ers. 

On the loth of August 17a7, shortiv alter the lloveas’ return to Kngland, 
Sir Charles Middleton wrote to ('aptain N«:ison in replv to this Ct tttM . in Avhich 
he said he bud before written to r«*.juest Captain N elson would do «>\ erything in 
his power to collect, evidence of those Fiauds; tlrat he had boon in communica- 
tion with Lord Ilowe on the subject; lliat (ho husiucss shoaKl he taken up or 
his arrival in Town, when lie wished to seo him; and that he hoped ho wanild, in 
the mean time, uso every menus to substantiate the charge which he iiuJ lit do 
floubt was well touiuled.— in the \el.son Papers. 
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did not choose to enter into the minutiae of the Yard, which, 
as Commander-in-Chief, I certainly should have done. 

T have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO VISCOUNT HOWE, FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Aufograpli draughf, in tho Nelson Papers. The date is not given, but it was 
probably written in May 1787.] 

My Lord, 

The subject of this Letter, I am sure, will require no 
apology for my addressing myself immediately to your Lord- 
ship, and not to the Board. Frauds upon Government there 
is no man who is not most thoroughly sensible of; but how to 
detect them has hitherto been a matter to be accomplished, 
but a door is opened here, which I hope will, if not the means 
of recovering back large sums of money, at least be the means 
of preventing Frauds in future. 

On the 18th of April, a Mr. Higgins and Wilkinson came 
to English Harbour, and delivered me a I.etter similar to the 
one enclosed to his Royal Highness, which w'as given mo to 
present. His Royal Highness desired me to do what I 
thought projier and right on this occasion : in conse(]uencc, 
I have had several meetings with these gcntlcnuMi, and have 
examined the books and papers of Mr. Whitehead, (1 must 
observe, these gentlemen were {)artners of Whitehead’s, and 
have possessed them.selvcs of all his books, papers, &c.,) i)y 
which I arn most thoroughly convinced of the Frauds, and 
that to a very large amount You will perceive these gentle- 
men expect to gain by this discovery. However, I suppose 
it matters hut little llie motive, if the business can be accotn- 
plishcd. I have got the Account of the Storekeeper for one 
quarter, which 1 inclose. Vouchers arc looked upon in general 
as a sufficient check again.st Frauds. There is not a mcrcliaiit 
in the Town of St. .Jolin's but will not tell you he never 
knows the Vouchers he signs ; and what they tell me is the 
reason for their iiol looking at them is, that in this Country a 
thing is worth what it will bring, and every man is to sell tor 
the most he can get. The fictious name of Cornelius Cole 

fJ 
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standing for Mr. Munton, the Naval Storekeeper, I ana so 
little, as you will believe, versed in Merchants* Accounts, that 
1 do not absolutely say it is so, but there appears a cir- 
cumstance which is very odd : — all the credits due to Corne- 
lius Cole are carried to the account of Anthony Munton. 

I have the honour to remain, my Lord, 

Your Lordship*s, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE DUKE OF RICHMOND, MASTER-GENERAL OF THE 
ORDNANCE. 

[Autogranh draught, in the Nelson Papers. The date is not given, but it Tvas 
probably written in May 17S7.] 

My Lord, 

The subject of this letter will, I trust, render all apologies 
unnecessary for my addressing myself to you. A few days 
ago, i\Ir. II iggins and Wilkinson, merchants of St. John’s, in 
the Island of Antigua, came to English Harbour, to communi- 
cate to Ills Royal Highness and myself, that they were privy 
to groat Frauds which had been committed upon Government. 
l]y agreements of a ^Ir. Whitehoatl, and various Officers of 
his iMajesty, employed in this Island, amongst others the 
Stort'kceper of the Ordnance. As this is in your Grace’s De- 
partment, I shall not trouble you with any other, but he as 
explicit as I am able. 

As His Royal Highness could not attend to this business, 
he desired me to make the necessary inquiries, and to take such 
steps as I should think proper. These gentlemen were partners 
of Mr. Whitehead under the firm of Whitehead and Co., they are 
in possession of all Mr. W'hitehead’s books and papers, and 
the agreement between your Storekeeper and Mr. W hitehead. 
These gentlemen, as will appear by the inclosed letter, are 
not publishers of this Fraud merely for the honour of serving 
the Public; interest has its weight. I send you an Account of 
one quarter's FVaud, and I examined several in the books ; 
hut they declined niy having more, till they wore satisfied 
Government would reward them in proportion to the Frauds 
discovered. As a man who has more than once stood for- 
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ward to detect and bring to ])iinishnient those who arc guilty 
of defrauding the Public, I may venture to express myself 
freely. ]\Ir. Wilkinson was brought uj) in the house of Muir 
and Atkinson; has been cinploycd under the dilferent Officers 
in the Victualling, 6ic. lie declares his knowledge of, and 
that he can bring to light, all the Frauds committed in those 
Islands, and even at Jamaica. He appears, as well as Higgins, 
a shrewd sensible man, and I believe can bring much iniquity 
to light. Ill Antigua, in the different Dejiartmcnts, at least, 
they say .£300,000 ; at St. Lucia as rnuclj ; at Barbadoes not 
far short; and at Jamaica, upwards of a million. What of 
this may be recovered, or if any, I know not: liowcver, this 
good effect it surely will have, that of preventing the like in 
future. 

]\lore than probable, by the time your Grace receives this 
letter, the Boreas will have sailed for England, where I shall 
ever be ready to give your Grace any information you may 
wish to know of me. There is one observation, which I heg 
leave to make : it will be said, ‘ Vouchers are produced, and 
Merchants have attested that tlif^y are at the market-price.* 
In this Country the market-price is what an article will sell 
for; and no Merchant in this Country, hut will declare, that 
in signing Vouchers for each other, they never look at the ar- 
ticles, saying, a thing is always worth what it will bring! 
they are iiulec'd, my Lord, no check, in this C\)untry. 

1 have the honour to remain, 

Your Grace's most obedient, &c. 

Horatio Xkrsov. 


'lO ClJTIinEKT COLLINGWOOD, I.S(i. 

Autograph, in the p<:.sst*>sion of the Uonourahlc Mrs. Newnhuin 

lioioa.*^, Xevi.s, M;\v •’rtl, l7o7. 

My dear Colling wood, 

To be the messenger of had news is my misfortune, hiif 
still it is a tribute which friends owe each other. 1 
lost my friend, you an affectionate brother.^' Too great a 7 >oal 


^ On the (.loath of hi.s hi(>fh«-r Captain W ilfroil (.’oiling \vo>n|, of the l\atll*‘r. 
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in serving his Country hastened his end. The greatest con- 
solation the survivor can receive, is a thorough knowledge 
of a life spent with honour to himself, and of service to his 
C\)untry. If the tribute of tears arc valuable, my friend had 
them. 

The esteem he stood in with his Royal Highness was great. 
His letter to me on his death is the strongest testimony of it. 

1 send you an extract of it : — ‘ Collingwuod, poor fellow, is 
no more. I have cried for him, and most sincerely do I con- 
dole with you on his loss. In him, his Majesty has lost a 
faithful Servant, and the Service a most excellent Officer.’ A 
testimony of regard so honourable, is more to be coveted 
tlian anything this world could have afforded, and must be a 
halm to his surviving friimds. 

The Rattler has been refitting at English Harbour, and 
wlien I arrived there in the middle of Ajuil, Wilfred was a 
little cornjdaining, but I did not think, at first, anything dan- 
gerous was to be apj)rebondod. Hut in a few days I per- 
ceived lie was in a rapid decline. Dr. Young told me to send 
him to Sea, as the only chance. He sailed on the Tues- 
day for (.Jreiiaila, where I was in hopes, could be have 
reached Mr. Hume’s, some fortunate circumstance might 
turn out ; but it pleased God to order it otherwise. On 
Friday, the 21st of A])ril, at ten at night, he left this life 
without a groan or struggle. The Ship imt into St. Vincent’s, 
v*lier(* he was interred with all ^lilitary Honours; the Regiment 
Trosident, and Council, atteinling him to the grave. I mention 
this circumstance to show' lh(» r(*spoct for his character. It 
is a credit to tlie people of St. Vincent’s, which I did not 
think they would have deserved. I have directed Wallis' not 
to sulier a thing to he disposed of, but to have evervthing 
scaled up the nioinent he goes on hoard, and that I will lake 
them on board the Boreas, and carry them home. 

Adieu, iny good friend, and be assured I am, with the 
truest regard, your affectionate frieml, 

Horatio Nelson. 

IMrs. Nelson desires to present her kind compliments and 
condolence. 

’ U allis of fiie lioreas, wIumi* Nvlsoii liiul uppointrd to succcod 

< M'ptain \\ iltied (’ollingwood, i:i »;onnn;iud ot the KuUh'r. 
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TO 


[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers. The address of this Letter is not 
gi\ren.] 


Boreas, Nevis, May 4tb, 1787. 

Sir, 

As Frauds in the different Departments of Government are 
in a train to be discovered, and that to a very large amount, 
1 have thought it proper to send all the papers and circum« 
stances relative to it, at once to you. On the 13th of April, 
Messrs. Higgins and Wilkinson, merchants in the town of St. 
John’s, in the Island of Antigua, gave his Royal Highness 
information that Frauds had been committed upon Government. 
As His Royal Highness could not attend to this matter, he 
desired me to do what was right in the business ; since 
which time I have endeavoured to make myself master of this 
subject, and have examined a variety of books and pajiers, 
particularly those of a Mr. Whitehead, who appears a principal 
Agent. It is unnecessary to observe, that Higgins and Wil- 
kinson were partners of Whitehead, under the firm of White- 
head and Co., but have now parted from him, and pos- 
sessed themselves of all his books and papers, from which 
it appears, that Government has been defrauded in a most 
scandalous aud infamous manner. J'be only emulation I can 
perceive is, who could cheat most. That the fictions uaine of 
Cornelius Cole stands for Antony Munton, his Majesty’s Naval 
Storekeeper, I really am so little versed in Merchants’ accounts?, 
that I cannot assert (as these gentlemen declare) it does; but 
this circumstance makes a strong impression, that all tlie 
credits of Cornelius Cole arc carried to the account of Antony 
Munton. 

Vouchers have hitherto been deemed a sufficient check in 
the purchasing of Stores, that the market price must be known : 
the Commissioners appointed to examine the I^uhlic Accounts 
of the Kingdom, in their sixth Report, were the first vvlio 
doubted the credit of Vouchers. Although that Report w.is 
fouuded on Army Accounts, yet the same chain of reasoning 
will hold in the Naval Department abroad ; for there is not a 
merchant in these Islands that docs not always sign Vouchers 
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whenever they are brought to them ; they say, there is no 
fixed price for anything in this Country, that an article is 
worth what it will bring. These gentlemen have been in 
various employments in the different Islands, under those em- 
ployed in the Victualling, &c. and they assure me, that they 
are certain they can discover frauds in Antigua to near 
£500,000 ; St. Lucia, £300,000 ; Barbadoes, £250,000 ; and 
at Jamaica, £1,000,000. The sum is immense. Whether 
they can make it out, time must determine. However, they 
only wish to be rew^arded for what is actually recovered, and 
they are both shrewd sensible men ; and must know they are 
for ever ruined in this Country, if they do not make out what 
they have so boldly asserted. No. 1, is a letter to his Royal 
Highness ; No. 2 is their letter of terms ; Nos. 3, 4, 5, ac- 
count of the Frauds ; No. 6, a letter to me ; No. 7, an account 
of the method of cheating. 

I hope. Sir, I am right in sending these Papers to you. 
If I have erred, be pleased to put a favourable construc- 
tion on my intentions. I assure you, the ardent wish of my 
heart is to sec defrauders of their Country punished. 1 shall 
most probably have sailed for England by the time you 
receive this letter, and shall always be ready to give every 
information you may wish to know of me. 

I have, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO n. u. II. ruiN('i: william henry. 

[(Jrigiual, in tlif possession of William Henry Wliitohoad, Ks{j ] 

Nevis, *May 7ih, 1787. 

Sir, 

Nothing, I do assure your Royal Highness, could have 
given me greater concern than to find yon are unwell, but 
rest, I most sincerely liope, w ill soon re-establish your health. 
Nothing else could have been of real service, for medicine in 
that disorder, without quietness, dues mere harm than good. 
I would instantly, upon the rereipt of your letter, have sailed, 
hut Herbert 7 is near going; and it is impossible to move a 


AppareutK the rrtsidentot Nevis. 
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fcniiilo III fow lioiirs — never \et liuviii^ iiKuie tlic Borens her 
home. I tiierefore, with pain I assure you, accept your kind- 
lU'ss^ in Stayini^ Iioro. Cliurch I liav(5 sent back in the llattica 
with two Commissions. Mr. Rice, Wallis tells me, does 
not now wish to go Home. 1 have sent the Maidstone among 
the Ihihainas, whore I hoar this Pirati(;al fellow is gone ; and 
not having the smallest oilicial intelligence that any Com- 
manding Officer is coining out, will you turn in your mind 
about going to Jamaica ? If you should suppose there will 
not be Ships enough on that Station, I will send Rattler with 
you, and slie may proceed from thence with your dispatches 
for England. I should hope by the time Wallis reaches you 
that you will be so much better, that I shall sec the Pegasus 
down here : but Sir, let mo intreat that you will pursue such 
plans as Fidge^ has laid down for the re-establishment of your 
health, wliich is the only consideration with me. Should you 
not think it necessary to take the Rattler to Jamaica, I shall 
send her to England in a few days after she joins me. 1 shall, 
if possible, send you a copy of my letter to Mr. Pitt; but Sir, 
allow' me to say silence on this subject*’ is [tlio] best mode to 
he pursued at prosont. Altliough every person is talking of 
it, yet no person kuow’s for a certainty wiiere the blow' will 
tail. 

I have S'^nt to tlio Duke of Richmond and Lord Howe what 
has fallen in their s(‘veral Departments, and liave not forgot 
Sir Charles 31 idillelois' about the \'oueiu‘r.s: to Mr. Pitt I 
have sent everything ; and an ojiinion, whieii perliaps I may l)(‘ 
wrong in doing, tliat if In? is as thoroughly convinced of the 
Frauds as 1 am, to pass an .Act to prevent their making aw.iy 
with their pro{^erty from tiiis time, till this husiiu'ss is iuv(s- 
tigeated ; or an I’.xchcfp.ier process will tlo as wadi. 'I'heso 
gentleiiu?n wish to make terms, hut only to receive uj)ou 
what is actually recovered, therefore, if they cannot make 
good their as.>ertions, they have no advantage, hut are for 
ever ruined : they jjossess a , great ileal of shrew'd sense. It 
is not within the hounds of a letter to tell everything, hut I 
will h.ive all th{‘ paj).’rs r(*ady fur your Loyal Higliness, when 
I l]av< the hoiK/iir < f seeingyou. 


of tl’.f l^^rasu^. 


Tlio l‘'ra 


Vidcp 'J'JO. .jntc. 
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I have been very unwell since we parted : indeed, I attribute 
it to my fre(]uent excursions to St. John’s, to investigate this 
business. Poor Collingwood’s death lowered my spirits. I 
considered our constitutions as nearly alike. Forbes desires 
rue to present his most lur.i-ble and dutiful respects. Mrs. 
Nelson returns her tlianks with Miss Herbert^ for your most 
polite remembrance of them; and be assured, that I am, 
with the highest respect, 

Your Royal Highness’s most faithful Servant, 

Houatio Nelson. 

If your Royal Highness does not come down, I shall sail 
for Fnglish Harbour the moment Rattler returns. 


TO II. U. H. I'llINCK WILTUAM HEXllY. 


[Original in the possession ot ■^\iUi^\ln Henry Wliitehead, Estj.J 


Boreas, Xevis, May 8tl),l7B7, 


Sir, 

I was yesterday afternoon honoured with your Royal High- 
ness’s letter acquainting me that from your state of health 
your Surgeon had judged it j)roper you should return to Kng- 
Wsh Harbour. To express my concern, words are too weak; 
ihereforc J beg you will believe what I cannot express, but I 
trust that a few days’ rest will perfectly restore your Royal 
Highness to tliat health I so ardcuitly wisii you. 

Your Royal Highness having represented to me that Lieu- 
tenant Hope wished to exchange out of tlie Pegasus, 1 beg 
leave to acquaint you that I have apj)ointed Lieutenant Ste- 
phen (ieorge Church, Second rJeuleuant of his Majesty’s 
Sliip Roreas, to be Third J^iouteiiant of the Sljip under your 
command. I hope tins arrangement will meet with your 
Royal Highiioss’s a])probatioii. 1 am much obliged by your 
information of the irregularities in the Navigation at Grenada. 


* of (lie rresident of Nevis, aiul Mrs, Nelaon’ii llrst cousiti. She 

married Andrew Ilainillon, Ksij., vi le p, ‘JiU, aiiie. 
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As soon as I have a Ship to send, I shall order the Trade to 
that Island to be more strictly attended to. 

I have sent the Maidstone amongst the Bahamas in search 
of this piratical Vessel under the British Flag. Although as 
yet he has only defrauded Foreigners, yet this doing it under 
our Flag, degrades it; and I conceive it is my duty, and that I 
am su{)porting the National honour, in searching out this mis- 
creant, that he may not only be punished for the fraud, but 
for attempting to disgrace the British Colours. 

Lieutenant Schornberg : There appears no opportunity of 
his being tried in these Seas : if your health v-'ould permit, I 
beg leave to submit to your consideration going to America 
by way of Jamaica, on which Station a Court-Martial can be 
held, which I believe cannot in America. 

The Frauds discovered I will take care to have made out by 
the time I have the honour of seeing you, which I hope will 
be in a few days. If you think English Harbour a more 
healthy situation than this lload, I shall instantly join you 
upon the Battler’s return. 

His Excellency Sir 'I’liomas Shirley desires me to make his 
most dutiful respects; and [to say] that if you remain at Eng- 
lish Harbour, he shall instantly return to aVntigua. 

I have the honour to remain, kc. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE ALAN OAIIDNEII. 

[Transmitted to tlie Admiralty in his Letter of tlio lOlh July 17^7. \ i'h‘ 

p. 2CJ, post.] 

Dorcas, Nevis, May l.Rli, 171)7. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant Isaac Schornberg, First Lieutenant of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ship Pegasus, having, in his letter dated the 23 rd of 
January last, retpiested that I would be pleased to order a 
Court-Martial to he held on him whenever the Service would 
admit of it, that he might have an ojiportunity of vindicating 
his conduct from the unjust accusation which he states his 
Captain made against him in the Public Order Book of tlic 
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Ship ; I therefore, in order to prevent lieutenant Schomberg 
from being again, as set forth in his letter, unjustly accused, 
ordered him into Arrest, in hopes there would soon have been 
a sufficient number of Ships on this Station to hold a Court- 
Martial. 

But the time of the Pegasus’s departure for America draw- 
ing near, and no probability of there being any more Ships (at 
present) on this Station, I have thought it right to order the 
Pegasus to Jamaica, in order that Lieutenant Schomberg may 
have the Court-Martial he requested, as I have reason to be- 
lieve that there are not Ships enough on the American Station 
to hold a Court, and I conceive it would be highly improper 
in me to let an Officer go to that Country under Arrest, with 
my belief of the aforementioned circumstance. Herewith I 
transmit you lieutenant Schomberg’s letter to me, and a 
copy of the order he alludes to. 

I have the honour to remain, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO commodore ALAN GARDNER. 


[Autograpli drauj^ht, in the Nelson I^apers,] 

Piivalo. Boreas, Nevis, May I.'jiIj, 17d7. 

My dear Sir, 

In a public letter, a Commander would he wrong to set 
forth all the reasons which influence his conduct : but as I 
hope to ha\e your approbation, 1 take the liberty of mention- 
ing a few circumstances. 

Ills Royal Highness will give you an account of Lieu- 
tenant Schomherg’s conduct, and of his having put him into 
Arrest for disobedience of orders, etc., and that on jMr. 
Schoinberg’s making proper apologies, he forgave him. In- 
deed, his Royal llighnesss narrative is so explicit, that I 
cannot inform you so fully as that will. 

His Royal Highness, I can Iiave no doubt, gave the orders 
alluded to, although Mr. Schomberg might have misunderstood 
them. I am sure, Sir, you will consider his Royal I lighness 
stands in a very different situation to any other Captain : his 
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conduct will be canvassed by the w'orld, wlicn ours would 
never be beard of. 

Mr. Scboiuberf^ was our friend Cornwallis’s First Lieute- 
nant in the Cciuada. I can only su])j)Oi:e that be thought the 
Prince was deierniined to take the first opportunity of bring, 
ing him to a Court-Martial, that he wrote for this for such a 
trivial matter. Indeed, what leads me to consider that as his 
motive was, when his Royal lliglmess told him how wrong he 
was to write for a Court- IMartial on himself, he told him that 
every OiKcer who served under him must be broke, and the 
sooner he was from uncier his command tlie better; and that 
if a Court-Martial aecpiitted him he would write to (|uit the 
Ship. This matter has made the l^rince very uneasy, for he 
says, no pcr.'^on can tell he gave Mr. Scliornberg those orders 
but himself, and Scliornberg denies them. I'bo day the 
matter happened, his Royal Highness dined in the country, 
and I attended him. On the road he told me how unpleasant 
it was that Schomberg wmuld act in tlmt manner when he Inul 
only forgiven him a few days before; but he said, in future, if 
any person committed faults, he would insert it in the Ihihlic 
Order-Book of the Ship, which he did, on this occasion, the 
next day. On that evening when I returned from dining, 1 
found Mr. Schomberg’s letter. I immediately sent for his 
Royal Highness, and I told him that in liis elevated situation 
in life the world looked more to him tlian any other person, 
that iMr. Schomberg had neither more nor less tiian acciised 
him of putting his name to an untruth : therefore I thought it 
my duty, although tlie matter was so trivial, to take Liinito- 
nant Schomberg from under his directions, liy suspemling Inin 
from duty, or it miglit he said I had left him in that disagree- 
able situation, merely because he served under the Prince; 
and that it very much concerned bis Royal Highness to show 
the world he bad put his name to nothing but the trutii. 

In order to show my disapprobation of Officers writing for 
Courts- ^Martial, to v indicate their conduct for trivial mat tins, 
I gave out the enclosed order,'* that others might not fall into 
the same error. It might soon have risen to such a lunght, 
that if a topsail was not thought properly or briskly reefed, 


^ p. 210, auto. 
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by a Captain, or some other trivial matter, and he repri- 
manded the Officer, the Officer would say, ‘ Sir, I think it 
properly dune, and 1 shall write for a Court*martial to vin- 
dicate my conduct from your unjust accusation.’ If this was 
to be allowed, farewell Discipline : the Service is ruined : 
his Majesty may be deprived of the services of his Officers; 
and the best-laid schemes may be frustrated by the malignity 
of individuals, or pi(iue against their Commanders. 

As the Rattler is to sail for England on tlie 1st of June, I 
have sent her down with his Royal Highness, not only as 
there may not be Shii)s enough collected to hold a Court, 
but to carry Horne his Royal Highness’s dis|;atclies, which 
he must be very anxious should reach tlic King before any 
reports got to him. Extraordinary to t^II, in the last month 
Mr. Schornberg wrote me a letter,* rerpre.stin • to know 
what charges I intended to exhibit against him, as be sup- 
posed I was to be his prosecutor, having ordered him into 
Arrest, IMy answer of course w'as, that 1 thought I had com- 
jdied with his wislu's in taking him from under tin* immediate 
command of his Ro\al Highne.-s, and that, from the teiiorof his 
letter of January, I took for granted he meant to prove ho 
never had, in the instance alluded to, disobeyed his ('aptaiu’s 
commands, and it was therefore he su[)posed himself unjustly 
accused. I am, &c., 

Hohai’K) Nelson. 


TO Ills ROYAL HIGHNESS IMUNCE WILLIAM HENRY, 

CARTA IN OF HIS MA.lKSTv’s SHIP rECiASLS. 

VTransuut tt'J to tlio Ailn ir«ltv in ('nj lain tL-< i.V I vitii i l tli»‘ 10th .Unv, 
17H7. Vivlo |i. J L2, H'bl.] 

13y Horatio Nelson, Esq., 

Captain of his Majesty’s ^>ihp Roroas, Nc. 

You are hereby required and directeil to take his ]\Ia- 
jesty’s Ship Rattler under your command, her C:iptain 
having my orders to follow your directions; and proceed 


* Vide 1 *. 2‘io, nnte. 
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with all possible dispatch to Port Royal in the Island of 
Jamaica. 

When your Royal Highness has no further commands for 
the Rattler, you will order Captain Wallis to proceed to 
Spithead, making known his arrival to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Given under my hand, on board his Majesty’s Ship Boreas, 
in Nevis Road, 20th May, 1787. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Horeas, Spithead, July 4th, 1787. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint you of the arrival of his 
Majesty’s Ship under my command, in obedience to orders 
from Commodore Parker. 

I am much distressed that their Lordships should think I 
had directed the Prince not to do what was right in respect 
to the Muster-Book for the Clerk of the Cheque at Antigua."' 
I assure the Board that I was guided, when his Royal 
Highness did me the honour of asking me relative to the 
Book, by the eleventh and fourteenth of the Captain's, and 
thirteenth Articles of the Purser's Instructions. If I have 
erred, I fear it has been by too strict a compliance with those 
Articles. 

As I liave been under the necessity of mentioning Iiis 


* In a Lettor to Captain Nelson, dated on tlm 9tli IMarch 1787, the Ad- 
miralty said, that “they are much disappointed and dissatisfied at the liiile 
attention you have shown to the rules and practice of the Service, as atll 
as the directiMis contained in the lOtb and lllh Articles of the General I’lintvd 
Instructions, in having authorized his Royal I Ugliness to disregard the auplic"'- 
tions of the Deputy IMuster Master to he furnished with a perfect Muster- 
book p’ and their Lordships added that “ they are the loss able to judge of your 
motives on that occasion as they conclude you have not been wanting yourself 
in furnishing such a Rork on your first arrival on the Station, no roniplaiat 
having been made to them by the Navy Board of the contrary.” — O/ighitd 
in the Nelson’s Papers. 
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Royal Highness*s name, I feel I should be remiss in my duty, 
did I neglect to acquaint their Lordships that the Pegasus is 
one of the first disciplined Frigates I have seen ; and his 
Royal Highness the most respectful and one of the most at- 
tentive obedient Officers I know of,^ 

I trust their Lordships have done me the honour of con- 
firming the Appointments to the Rattler and Boreas, 7 which 
were made thirty days before Commodore Parker arrived at 
Barbadoes, as they were made agreeably to the Board's 
Instructions left with me by the late Commander-in-Chief at 
tlie Leeward Islands. 

Having given Commodore Parker a Return of the Squadron, 
and the services they were employed upon, which doubtless 
he has transmitted, it is needless for me to trouble you with 
a repetition. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 

Herewith I transmit you the State and Condition of his 
Majesty’s ship Boreas under my command. 


to william locker, esq., KENSINGTON. 


[Autograph, iu the Locker Papers.! 


Portsuiouth, .luly J), 17S7. 


My dear Sir, 

Your truly kind letter I received last night : you arc, as 
ever, too kind. What is to be my immediate destination I 


® Anotlnir Ollicer of high reputation ontertuined a simitir opinion of the 
Prince’s merits. Captain tho Honourable William Cornwallis, (afterwards 
an Admiral, and n Knight (jrand Cross of tho P-ath, whose celebrated 
Retivat was more than equal to a Victory, ) in a Letter to Nelson, dated 
I’hunix, Diamond Harbour, Lltli AiJgust 1790, observed: — “Our Koval Duke 
is, I hear, almost tired of the slmre, but how he will he able to employ himself 
m time of peace at .sea, i.s not easy to determin»». It would, however, be a pity 
that any of the zeal and fondness he has so evidently shown for the Service, 
slioiild he sud'ered to abate, as there is every reason to believe that with his 
alnlity he will one day carry its glory to u greater height than it has yet 
Jittained.” 

Hie Appointments were not conSnin d, Captain Nelson not having had au- 
thority to make them.— Vide p. * 1 . 7 , 
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know not, but I rather think I shall go out with the Fleet now 
at Spithead. We are ultimately to be paid off at Woolwich. 
1 have rum and tamarinds for you, and in what quantity you 
wish, for I have abundance. My dear wife is much obliged 
by your kind inquiries. 1 have no doubt but you will like her 
upon acquaintance, for although I must be partial, yet she 
possesses great good sense and good temper. We are at a 
Court-Martial. 

Ever yours truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Charles Pole desires me to say everything kind for him. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tbo Admiralty.) 

Boreas, Spithead, July lOtli, 17H7. 

Sir, 

As I understand that no official accounts are yet rccciveti 
by tiieir Lordships of the reasons why his Majesty’s Ship 
Pegasus, commanded by his Royal Highness Prince William 
Henry, proceeded by the way of Jamaica to Halifax in Nova 
Scotia, 1 think it iny duty to acquaint tlic l^oard that on the 
‘iOrd of January last. Lieutenant Isaac Sebornborg, Jdrst 
Lieutenant of bis Majesty’s Ship Pegasus, wrote me a letter of 
which No. is a copy. From his Royal Highness having 
hut a few days before released Lieutenant Scboinherg from 
Arrest, and from other antecedent circumstances, together 
with the extraordinary attack of accusing his Royal Highness 
of having j)ut his name to what had not happened, I judged 
it proper to suspend him from duty, and directed his Royal 
Highness, as by No. IL‘-^ Other reasons which influeneed 
my conduct wore, by being convinced that it was impossible 
Lieutenant Schomherg could over servo properly after what 
had hapjiened ; and I was not without hope that when a Com- 
mander-in-Chief arrived, some mode might he adopted by him 


® A'iilu p. W9, ante. 


^ Vide p. ?08, ante. 
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to prevent a Court-Martial, and to get Lieutenant Schomberg 
removed from the Pegasus. His Royal Highness also ac- 
quainted me that Lieutenant Schomberg had told him before 
the Officers of the Pegasus, that his Royal Highness was now 
grown so very particular that no Officer could serve under 
him, and that sooner or later he must be broke ; therefore he 
should stand a Court-Martial, and if they did not break him, 
he should apply to quit the Ship. This, I hope, their Lord- 
ships will consider a sufficient reason for my suspension of 
Lieutenant Schomberg. Indeed I was so much inclined to 
think that some other Officers would write for Court-Martials 
to vindicate their conduct, that I thought it proper to give 
out the Order No. Hip and I was convinced from appear- 
ances that if I had not suspended Mr. Schomberg, I should 
boon have had an application from another quarter. 

On the death of Captain Wilfred Collingwood, I sent a 
blank Commission to his Royal Highness, which he filled up. 

I thought it was the least compliment I could possibly pay him. 
By return of the Rattler bis Royal Highness acquainted me 
that Lieutenant Hope wished to exchange out of the Pegasus 
into the Boreas. This request I thought proper to comply 
witli. 

I transmitted to Commodore Gardner by his Royal High- 
ness their l.ordships’ secret orders. I also desired H. R. II. 
to give Comiiiodore Gardner a copy of Commodore Sawyer’s 
ordi rs. If there were Ships enough assembled a Court-]Mar- 
tial might be held, the prisoner released, and H. R. IL made 
easy in his mind. If the Ships could not be assembled, H. R. H. 
had ample time to comply with Commodore Sawyer’s orders. 
My reason for attending to the Commodore’s order, although 
it was ill some measure contrary to their Lordships’ orders, 
was, that had the Pegasus fell in with the ice, and any unfor- 
tiuiace accident happened, it might have been said Captain 
Nelson should have paid more attention to what an old Officer 
and Cominander-in- Chief directed. Their Lordships will not 
impute any other reason for iny not sending the Pegasus away 
agreeable to their orders, as she sailed completely refitted for 
lier voyage to North America, and every object of bis Royal 


R 


•1 


' |). eiO ante. 
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Highness’s visit to this Station was accomplisheci. Numbers 
IV. and V. are my letters to Commodore Gardner, and his 
Royal Highness’s orders. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

No. VI. are Extracts from his Royal Highness’s Letters to 

me.3 


^ All the Letters referred to, except the following, have been already inserted : 
Vide pp. ‘J23, ^37. 


FROM H. n. II. PRIMCE WILLIAM HEN 


Pegasus, iMav 3il, 1787. 

Sir, 

I this morning received your letter informing mo of your having appointrrl 
Lieutenant Wallis to the cominantl of the llattler, and I have ro own tin; r(;c(M|)t 
of the blank Commission, which you, in your usual polite ami civil manner, have 
authorised me to fill up. I have appointed Mr. Stephen Gijorge Church to bo 
second Lieutenant of his Majesty's Ship under your command, strongly recom- 
mending him to you as a deserving, diligent ami attentive Ofiicer, for thi* thoiiui..|j 
knowledge 1 have of liis character during eight yesirs of service together. Lieut. 
William Hope, fliird Lieutenant of the Pegasus, having applied tome to request 
be rtjay he allowed to e.xchange from the Pegasus into the lloreas, I beg have, 
in cu!ii])lian('c with Lieutt*iiant Hope’s application, to represtuit the matter for your 
decision. 1 have no objection to the oxcbaf.ge, as the request was made in a 
modest and ])rojjer manner. 

W. 


May nth, 1787. 

U is highly requisite for his Majesty’s Service that Lieutenant Isaac Schom* 
h< rg should be brought to trial, particularly after having herrt kept under suspen- 
sion rather than confinement for one hundred ami seven days. Justice ealts 
loudly for a man so long in lji.s situation to be as soon delivered from his cap- 
tivity as possible. J'he only means to effect that must be a Court-Martial. 
You, Sir, are thoroughly acquainted wdth all the proceedings, and know tlio un- 
easiness of mind I have .suffered, and the vast desire I must liave to see the aiLir 
of this unhappy and deluded man settled ; and as you have mentioned to me in 
your letter that his Majesty’s Sliip Maidstone has gone in search of that pirnticid 
Vessel, and as no official accounts are yet come out concerning tho appro.uliing 
arrival of a Commander-in-Cbief to bis Majesty’s Ships on this Station, arul :is 
the time is now' almost come for his MnjestyLs Ship under my command to rolurii 
to the Coast of North America, where it is likely that there w ill not be a suffici- nt 
number of his Majesty’s .Ships and Vessels to try the said Lieutenant Schombcii]:, 
I entit'dy coincide in opinion with you, Sir, that it is not only for the a(lvanta>r0 
of his Majesty’s service, but that justice re({uires that bis Majesty’s Sliij> Pe{;asu3 
should proceed, in her way to North America, to Jamaica. I am using tho utmost 



MV- 28.] 


LETTERS, 


245 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[ Autograph, in the Admiralty,] 


Boreas, Spithead, July 11th, 1787. 


Sir, 

I am just honoured with your letter of yesterday’s date, 
wherein you inform me that as I was not duly authorised by 
their Lordships to fill up Appointments, they cannot by the 
rules of the Hoard be confirmed. 

When Sir Richard Hughes, Baronet, resigned the Command 
of the Leeward Island Station in July 1786, which he in- 
formed me (by his order) was in obedience to the directions 
of the Admiralty Board, he left me the instructions of their 
Lordships to him, countersigned by himself, and, amongst 
others, the power of giving Commissions; also the power of 
holding Court-Martials, and directing them to be held; and 
also their Lordships’ orders relative to improper Appointments. 
I therefore could not but suppose myself duly authorised, and 
with tlie sanction of their Lordships ; or, otherwise, I should 
during the time of my coHimand have been informed to the 
contrary. 

If from this, what I supposed full, authority, my Appoint- 


ami am confident I shall have the honour of paving my personal re- 
s|) 0 ( is to you ill ii low days at furthest, my health being so much betterlhat 1 arn 
able to condurt the duty of the Ship, 


W. 


IMay loth. 

My going to Jamaica is really necessary, not only for ray own ease and peace of 
mind, hut for the King's service, to deliver this miserable object from his long con- 
fineinent. I’he Sloop’s going with me is a judicious arrangt*ment of yours, to pre- 
vent delay. Ciarduer being an Oflicer of experience and judgment, will be able to 
give ni(‘ good advice how to pursue the best mode through this ditlicult and dis- 
agieeablo affair. I wish to God it had never happened, or that Scliomberg had 
seen his error sooner. 

W. 

I thank you for allowing the Sloop’s going to England. I am extremely anxi- 
ous that the King should be as soon as possible acijiiainted with the issue of this 
trial. 

W. 
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ments are not confirmed, I shall be looked upon in the Service 
as an Officer who arrogated to himself powers with which he 
was not invested, for the Service can never know what Sir 
Richard Hughes left me.^ Indeed the most serious conse- 
quences might have happened, and what might have embittered 
my future days. Had there been Ships enough on the Sta. 
tion, I should not have sat at Court-Martials, and consequently 
the Courts would have been illegal. 

A man belonging to the Rattler was sentenced to death. 
As Senior Captain of five Ships, or as an Officer detached from 
the Fleet by a Commander-in-Chief, I had not leave to carry a 
sentence of death into execution. Sir Richard Hughes’s Flag 
was struck, and I was only under the orders of their Lord- 
ships ; therefore I felt myself empowered to carry any sen- 
tence of death into execution ; which would have been the 
case of the unhappy man belonging to the Rattler, had not his 
Royal Highness interceded for his pardon. Thus was 1 
near, if not cutting the thread of life, at least of shortening a 
fellow-creature’s days. The Law might not have supposed mo 
guilty of murder, but my feelings would nearly have been the 
same. I had always been bred up with the idea of obeying my 
Commanding Officer most correctly ; and what must I feel at 
finding the Commander •in-Chiefs directions a mere nullity ? 

I have heard that reports are circulated that 1 knew Com- 
modore Parker was near the Station when I sent the Pegasii' 
and Rattler away, and that I knew he had been at the Island 
of Madeira. 1 assure the Board the report is false. Indeed, 
on the day the Pegasus sailed, a report came from Aiitigu.i, 
(said to be hrouglit by a Ship that arrived there eleven (la\s 
before,) that the Jupiter sailed from Sj)ithcad the latter cud ct 
March, but there appeared to me no foundation for it. In- 
deed, since November last, I had almost ahvays a Ship at Hm - 
badoes, to look out for a Commodore, but I never had till' 
idea of the arrival of one about this time. 

Their Lordsliips may be assured that one of tho hapi'li^t 


^ Tho Appointments w«ro not conlirnu'd, Mr. Chnri h was lio\vtH< r * 
Lii'utci.aut on tho of Au|^ust 1787 ; hut LiouUMiant W allis was not j'lO' 

moted to the rank of Commander until the 'Jtuh of January 17 '.M. 
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nets of my life would have been to have resigned the Command 
before the Pegasus left the Station. 

I have the honour to remain, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE EARL OF CORK. 

[ From the “ Naval Chronicle,** vol. XXX. p. 8. The Honourable Courtenay 
Boyle, third son of Edmund Earl of Cork and Orrery, was then a Midshipiuari of 
tho Boreas. He died a Vice-Admiral of the Red, and a K. C. H. in May, 1844.] 

Portsmouth, July 15th, 1787. 

My Lord, 

I am this moment honoured with your letter. 1 have 
great pleasure in doing what I know will give our dear Cour- 
tenay SO much happiness. He is amiable in the truest 
sense of the w'ord; and I feel real regret in parting from him. 
Ill his professional line he is inferior to none : his virtues are 
superior to most. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO STEPHENS, KS(i., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in fho Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Spithead, July I8tli, 1787. 

Sir, 

1 am this day honoured with your letter of yesterday’s date.^ 
1 beg you will inform tbeir Lordships that I duly observe the 
contents of it ; and they may be assured that in future no 
consideration shall ever induce me to deviate in the smallest 
degree from my orders. 

1 have the honour to remain, &c. 

Hor.\tio Nelson. 

^ lii that Letter, Mr. Stephens informed him that — 

“ My Lords are not satisfied with tho Reasons you have given for altering the 
<h‘.st illation of the Pegasus, and for sending the Katller Sloop to Jamaica ; and 
tliat for having taken upon you to send tho latter away from the Station to 
"liich their Lordships had appointi^d her, you will be answerable fi>r the i onse- 
it the (h‘own should be pul to any needless expense upon (bat account, 
in the possession of William Henry Whitehead, Esq. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESa., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Spithead, 20th July, 1707. 

Sir, 

Inclosed 1 have taken the liberty to transmit you a Passing 
Certificate, with two Warrants, for Mr. James Ballentine, Gun- 
ner of his Majesty’s Ship under my command. I beg leave to 
recommend him as a sober, diligent, and careful man, and 
worthy of their Lordships* confirmation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MU. NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers,] 

Portsmouth, July 21st, 1787. 

My dear Brother, 

Your kind letter of the 15th 1 have received; and indeed I 
have been so very unwell, with a violent cold, that I have 
scarcely been able to hold my head up till yesterday. What is to 
become of the Boreas, seems as yet uncertain. A licet 
seems necessary, and we are all ready to sail at a mo- 
ment’s warning. However, in my humble opinion, we shall 
not go to Sea this summer. I'he French have eight Sail 
in Brest ^^ate^, and we shall not be in a hurry to force 
them to Sea; but next summer I fear will involve this 
Nation in a War: itseen)s almost unavoidable. Although we 
are in a bad state for it, yet, thank God, the French are worse. 
So much for politics. Your Warrant^' 1 have safe : w hat nia\ 
arise from it, or if anything, I can’t tell. I shall give it to niy 
Agent when the Ship is paid off’, and he will do what is proj)er. 
All on board are well, and desire their compliments. IMien 
I know w hat is to be our destination I will tell you. Adieu. 

Ever yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 


• As CJ.apIain of tlie Boreas. 
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TO THE EARL OF CORK. 

[From the •* Naval Chronicle,** vol. xxx. p. 8 ; Vide p. 247, ante.] 

Portsmouth, July 22nd, 1787. 

In the first place, my Lord, it is necessary that he^ should 
be made complete in his Navigation ; and if the Peace con- 
tinues, French is absolutely necessary. Dancing is an accom- 
plishment that probably a Sea Officer may require. You will 
see almost the necessity of it, when employed in Foreign Coun- 
tries ; indeed, the honour of the Nation is so often entrusted 
to Sea Officers, that there is no accomplishment which will 
not shine with peculiar lustre in them. He must nearly have 
served his Time, therefore he cannot be so well employed as in 
gaining knowledge. If I can at any time be of service to him, 
he may always call upon me. Ilis charming disposition will ever 
make him friends. He may as well join the Ship, when his 
brother goes to the Continent. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson.^ 


TO rilJLlP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADAIIKALTY. 


[Original, in iLe Admiralty.] 


IJoreas, Spitbead, July 2(jth, 1787. 

Sir, 

Inclosed [ transmit yon the Warrant of Charles Green, 
Boatswain of the Boreas, with the Certificates of his good cha- 
racter from others, his Captains; and 1 beg leave to recommend 
him to their Lordships as worthy of having a coiilirined War- 
rant. 


I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


’ HiG I loiiourablo Courtenay Hoyle. Vide j). 247 ante. 

** On the 26th July, Nelson wrote to Air. Pitt, enclosing PiH)ers on the suh- 
jecl ot the truuds in tlio West Indit's, and was infouned on the .‘list of July, 
d*:it his Letter and Papers were uiuler the consideration of the Hoard of Trea- 
sury, 
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TO II. II. II. PRINCE WILLIAM HENRY. 

[Autograph draught, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

Portsmouth, ^^7th .Tul> . 1787. 

If to be truly great is to be truly good, (as we are taught to 
believe,) it never was stronger verified than in your Royal 
Highness, in the instance of Mr. Schomberg, You have sup- 
ported your character, yet, at the same time, by an amiable 
condescension, have saved an Officer from appearing before a 
Court-Martial, which ever must hurt him. Resentment I 
know your Royal Highness never had, or I am sure ever will 
bear any one : it is a passion incompatible with the character 
of a Man of Honour. Schomberg was too hasty certainly 
in writing his letter ; but, now yon are parted, pardon me, my 
Prince, when I presume to recommend, that Schomberg 
may stand in your Royal Favour, as if he had never sailed 
with you; and that at some future day, you will serve him. 
There only wants this, to place your character in the high(?st 
point of view. None of us are without failings : Schomberg’.s 
was being rather too hasty ; but that, put in competition with 
his being a good Officer, will not, I am bold to say, be taken 
in tho scale against him. 

I wish this matter could have been settled on my Station, and 
I am sure your Royal Highness will join me when 1 acijuaiiU 
yoUjtbat I have been reprimanded by the Admiralty for allowing 
your Royal Highness to j)roceed to America by way of Jamaica. 
More able friends than myself your Royal Highness may 
easily find, and of more consecjucncc in the State : but oin‘ 
more attached and affectionate, is, I am bohi to say, not >o 
easily met with. Princes seldom, very seldom, find a disin- 
terested person to communicate their tlumghts to. I do iiDt 
pretend to be otherwise ; but of this truth be assured hy 
man who, 1 trust, never did a dishonourable act, that I am 
interested only tiiat your Royal Highness sliould be the great- 
est and best man this Country ever produced. In full con- 
fidence uf your heli(jf of my sincerity, I take the liberty ot 
saying, that having seen a few more years than yourself, I 
may in some respects know more of mankind. Ponnit nu* 
then to urge, a thorough knowledge of those you tell your 
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mind to. Mankind are not always what they seem. Far, very 
far, be it from me to mean any person whom your Royal 
Highness thinks proper to honour with your confidence : but 
again let me impress on your Royal mind what I have be- 
fore mentioned. 

As to news ; from a much better quarter, most probably you 
will be furnished with that. However, Boreas is not paid off; 
hut is kept in readiness to go to Sea with the Squadron at 
Spithead: but in my poor opinion, we shall go no farther at 
present. I^he French have eight Sail in Brest Water, ready for 
Sea : therefore I think we shall not court the French out of 
Port. The Dutch business is becoming every day more se- 
rious; and I hardly think wo can keep from a War, without 
giving for ever the weight of the Dutch to the French, and 
allowing the Stadtholdership to he annihilated, — things which 
I should sujiposc hartlly possible. I wrote to your Royal 
Highness, and sent a number of letters to Jamaica : Gardner,-^ 
I am sure, will forward them. When I go to Town, I shall 
take care to he presented to his Majesty and the Prince of 
Wales, that I may he in the way of answering any question 
they may think proper to ask me. Nothing is wanting 
to make you the darling of the English Nation, but truth. 
Sorry 1 am to say, inucli to the contrary has been dispersed. 
Lonl Hood and the good Commissioner have made many in- 
(juiries about you. Permit me to subscribe myself, 

Your Royal Highness’s attached and affectionate, 

lIouATio Nelson. 


TO WUXI AM LOCKEIl, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

[Aulograj)li, in tho Locker Papers, 

Portsmoulli, vVugust 12tb, 178?. 

My dear Sir, 

It is not kind in one’s Native air to treat a poor wanderer, 
as it has done me since my arrival. Jlie rain and cold at first 
gave me a sore throat and its accompaniments : the hot 
weather has given mo a slow fever, not absolutely had enough 


^ Cumnu'ilorc Alan (lariliuir. 
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to keep my bed, yet enough to hinder me from doing any- 
thing ; and I could not have wrote a letter for the world ; 
now the wind has set in to the Westward, and the air is cool, 
I am quite w^ell again. 

You have but too much cause to scold me for not writing, 
but all my other friends have the same cause, if that is 
any excuse. However, be assured that the things I have 
for you are perfectly safe, and although I may be care- 
less in not writing, yet your former kindness to me is never 
out of my mind. Your sixty -gallon cask of rum is ready to 
go to the Custom-house whenever Boreas goes up the River. 
1 have a hogshead of Madeira, which I intend you shall have 
half of as soon as it can be draw'n off. Tamarinds and noyeau I 
must get smuggled, for duty on the former is so enormous, 
that no person can afford the expense. The latter is not 
enterable. I shall send up by Clarke's waggon a dozen bot- 
tles of Veritable^ for when we get to Woolwich, the Custom- 
House people will be so thick about us, and our time so short, 
that most probably I shall lose it — and it*s invaluable. I will 
send you a line when it sets off, and it must take its chance. 
Kingsmill ^ came, and staid a day or two here. I have not 
heard of him since ho went away. He was fortunate in his 
wine ; and I have given him a stock of rum, and a dozen 
noyeau. 

When Boreas is to be paid off, seems as uncertain as 
ever. If we are to have a Bustle I do not w^ant to come on 
shore; I begin to think I am fonder of the Sea than ever. 
TVI rs. Nelson returns her best thanks for your kind inquiries; 

1 shall have great pleasure in making her known to so valu- 
able a friend, but she knows you already most perfe( liy. 
Charles Bole is gone to Southampton; he is perfectly well 
I beg my compliments to the Bradleys, and rny kind reiiieiu- 
brances to your sons, and believe me to be ever, 

Your most affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* Ch} tain, afterwaj <I.s Admiral Sir Ilobert Kingsmill, Bart, so often inenliuiied. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Portsmouth, August 17th, 1787. 

Sir, 

I am this moment honoured with your letter of yesterday, 
wherein you acquaint me of their Lordships’ surprise at findi ng 
William Clarke ^ discharged from the Rattler by my order, and 
desiring to know my reasons for giving the order. In return, 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that it was at the request of the 
poor man, backed by the desire of the deceased Captain Col- 
liiigwood. I certainly thought it was proper, as I exactly fol- 
lowed the stops of the late Commmander-in-Chief on the 
Leeward Island Station, in the case of William Ray, Seaman, 
deserter from the Unicorn. 

1 had also always understood, that when a man was con- 
denined to suffer death, he was from that moment dead in 
Law; and if he was pardoned, he became as a new man and, 
there being no impress, he had the choice of entering or not 
his IVIajesty’s Service. There was no want of a good man to 
supply his place. 

If 1 have erred in discharging him, I am sorry ; but I had 
at that time no doubts, as I conformed to the manner of the 
late Commander-in-Chief’s treatment of a man in a similar 
situation ; and I beg you will assure their Lordships, that I 
only wish to know the exact Rules of the Service in this re- 
spect, to liave conformed most strictly to them. 

1 have tl e honour, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* The man who had been condemned. Vide p. ante. 

^ It npjioars lliat evoii if the inuu had boon j»ro|)erly pardoned, he had no clain 
to be discharged. 
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TO PHILIl* STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, at the Nore, 20th August, 1787, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint you with the arrival of his 
Majesty’s Ship under my command at this place. Inclosed is 
a State and Condition of his Majesty’s Ship. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


I’O THE UEVEllEND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGII. 


[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

10, Great Marlborough Street, August Soth, 1787, 

My dear Brother, 

Your letter of the 1 6th I received since my arrival at the 
Nore, where 1 arrived on the 20th. "rhere is not at present 
the least probability of the Boreas being paid off: on the 
eontraiy, we are ordered to bo in readiness to sail in a mo- 
ment’s warning. I have, therefore, been under the necessity 
of bringing ray wife up to Town, till I ean tell what is to b> 
comc of me. 1 arn much obliged about your inquirit s at 
Bodney, but by your description the house seems too largo 
for my purpose. It appears from the size, See., very cheap, 
but I can’t afford everything answerable to such a situation. 
I am much flattered by the honour you intend me if the 
young stranger should be a boy. 

We bog our best compliments to Mrs. Nelson, and hope 
soon to hear of her safe delivery. Mr. Suckling will take 
care of Lord Walpole’s wine when it is possible to get it to 
London. Maurice goes down with me to-morrow, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Suckling set off yesterday, just as 1 arrived in 1 own, 
so I shall have good company for a few days. Adieu. Yours, 
most affectionately, 

riofiATio Nelson. 


Love to your mnghhours. 
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TO Pliri.IP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Boreas, More, 29th August, 1787. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter desiring me to give my reasons 
why I appointed Joseph King, late Boatswain of the Boreas, 
Sail-Maker’s Assistant of his Majesty’s Yard at Antigua, not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of the Officers of the Yard, 
and notwithstanding it was in the Civil Department of the 
Navy, and not strictly within my authority. 

I beg leave to observe that although the Civil Department of 
tlie Navy abroad is not strictly within the authority of Com- 
manding Officers, yet by vacancies which daily happen, it is a 
constant drain of our best artificers to supply the rooms of 
otliers. 

1 appointed Joseph King to the place of Sail-Maker’s As- 
sistant, as, to my knowledge for some years, he was quite fit 
tor the employment. I know not of remonstrances — 1 never 
allow inferiors to dictate. As to his being insane, and in con- 
secpience thereof, deprived of his employment as Boatswain, 
I beg to acquaint the Board that as he was squaring the 
yards he was struck with the sun, which, the Naval part of 
the Board knows, renders a man for some length of time 
wholly unfit for employment, that requires so much activity 
and exposure to the sun. lie was always employed in the 
Sail-loft from the time of the Boreas’s arriving in that Coun- 
try until he was at my recommendation made Boatsw’ain of 
tlie Falcon; and when the Ship under my command required 
one, 1 applied to the late Commander-in-chief to appoint him 
to the Boreas, which he was rendered unfit for near a year 
afterwards by an unfortunate accident. 

I did in him, as to all other Apj)ointmcnts, order the 
Officers of the Y'ard, more particularly the Deputy Naval 
Officer, to acquaint me if they behaved improperly, and I 
would [send] them so good a man, indeed so valuable a one 
being a Sail-maker as well as a seaman, ihat I sliall be very 
glad to receive him as Boatswain, as a cold climate every one 
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knows instantly relieves that complaint; and -he never was 
affected in the under-cover employments. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


P.S. I beg leave to acquaint the Board that the present 
Boatswain is a very valuable man. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Orisrinal, in tlm Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Nore, 1st Sept. 17S7. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint you that George Williams, a sea- 
man belonging to his Majesty’s Ship under iny command, de- 
serted yesterday morning from duty. I have therefore ihoiight 
proper to send you his description, that their Lordships may, 
if they think fit, take such measures as may be necessary for 
apprehending him. I have no doubt of his having gone for 
liondon. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHir.TP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[()ri{»inal, in tl»o Admiralty.] 

J»(>reas, Nore, Sept. 9ih, 1787. 

Sir, 

I hcg to acquaint you that yesterday, a boat being ^ shove 
upon duty, William Popt*, a seaman belonging to his Majesty's 
ship under my command, was arrested by Writ of tlie 
Sheriff of Kent for a debt of .£*21 at the suit of John Rowe, a 
landlord of Gosport; and as 1 have reason to tiiink tht t llie 
reason of this arrest is only to give the people an opportunity 
of going to London and leaving the Ship, as William 
has pay due from liis Majesty’s armed Store-Ship the Cyrus, 
which I understand the landlord means to make him receive, 
I have therefore to recpiest their [..ordships’ interference, or 
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the Ship under my command may by this means be un- 
manned ; other publicans, as well as this man, having de- 
clared they have taken out Writs against several of the men, 
and as the debts are far more than £20, they have a right 
to take them out of the Ship. I beg their Lordships* orders 
whether I am to give up these men, or in what manner I am 
to act. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS. ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Nore, 21st September 17a?', 

Sir, 

On the 4th of this month Joseph King was entered by the 
Clerk of the Cheque of this Yard, as Boatswain of his Majesty*s 
Ship under my command, in obedience to a Warrant dated 
at the Navy Office, the 27th August 1787, and discharged 
Charles Green, acting Boatswain of the said Ship on the 3rd. 

On the 20th, Charles Green, late acting Boatswain, was en- 
tered as Boatswain of his Majesty’s Ship under my command, 
agreeable to a Warrant dated at the Navy Office, the 13th 
Instant. I am therefore requested by Joseph King to write to 
their Lordships, to request they will be pleased to appoint 
him to some other Ship, as he hopes he has done nothing 
deserving of being superseded ; and I beg leave to recommend 
him as a most excellent gentleman.* 

I am, Sir, &c., 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

' Professional readers will think this an extraordinary description of a 
/footstvain but Mr, King, who was a Portuguese, (and whose real name was 
was no common person. He was afterw’ards Boatswain of Gibraltar 
(lock-yard, w’here he distinguished himself bj^ saving the life of a soldier, for 
'vhich the Earl St. Vincent presented him with a piece of plate, inscribed ** for 
preserving a soldier’s life at the risk of his own.” He died Boatswain of Pem- 
broke Dock-yard, about ten years ago, — From the inj'ormatian of Captain IIocF 
iags of ^tn'wichy and Tucker $ Memoirs if Earl Vincent, vol. i. page 383. 

VOL. t. S 
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TO THE REVEREND WILLIAM NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Boreas, Nore, September 23rd, 1787. 

My dear Brother, 

It is an age since 1 heard from you : not once since I came 
to this place. I hope nothing is amiss to deprive me of that 
pleasure, and that Mrs. Nelson is well. I don’t know whe- 
ther you have yet a son and heir. If you have, pray accept 
my congratulations on the occasion. We are here laying seven 
miles from the land on the Impress service, and am as mucii 
separated from my wife as if I were in the East Indies. A 
War seems at present inevitable. What the Marquis of 
Buckingham may be able to do, time must prove ; but I dare 
say the F rench King has fixed his resolves and will not alter 
them. It looks like a general War. 

I suppose Boreas will be paid off, and her men put into 
some other Ship, but what may become of me, depends on 
Lord Howe. I always was for actual service, and should 
not like to be an idle spectator. Jemmy .Tamioson‘ is well, 
as w^e are all on board ; and desire their compliments. I have 
this moment your letter of the 21st, and am happy to hear 
Mrs. Nelson is so well.^ I beg iny best respects to her. 
I am this moment getting under sail after some Ships. 

Adieu, and believe rnc your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALl'Y. 


[Originnljiii the Admiralty.] 


Borea.s, Nore, September 30th, 17S7. 

Sir, 

The bearer hereof, Joseph King, late Boatswain of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ship Boreas, under my command, who was superseded 
a few days past by their Lordships ; — I beg leave to recoiiiincnd 
him as one of the best Boatswains I have seen in his Ma- 
jesty’s Service. 

I am, Sir, &c., 

IIouATio Nelson. 


* Master of the Borea.s. 

* Mrs. Nelson gave birth to a daughter, Charlotte Mary, now Lady Briclport, 
o« the 20th of Septeinbor 1787. 
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TO CAPTAIN LOCKER, ROYAL NAVY, KENSINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Boreas, Nore, October 3rd, 1787. 

My dear Friend, 

I have this moment your letter of the 1st. If the Regulating 
business^ is a thing you like, most sincerely do I give you joy 
of it. Exeter, however, I should suppose, is as agreeable a 
place as you could wish to be at. I have no doubt but there 
are many very long faces at being left out. I have asked 
Lord Howe fora Ship of the Line, but Boreas is victualled for 
three months, and ready for Sea, ordered to hold myself in 
momentary readiness the moment my Orders come on board. 

T.ittlc S , if he has left off grog, may do very well, but I 

never knew any of these grog-drinkers quit it. I wish he may, 
for no man hits a better heart. My health, thank God, was 
never better, and I am fit for any quarter of the Globe. It 
rains hard, and I hope the wind will come to the Westward, 
and wo have had very bad weather of late. j\Iy love to your 
boys, and believe me 

Your most hiithful 

Ho RATIO N ELSO N . 

1 wish you had your rum and tamarinds, hut I will take 
i^ood care of them. 


TO PHILIP vSTEPHENS, ESQ., ADIMIRALTY. 

[Original, in Ibc .Xilmiraltv.j 

Boreas, Noro, October Itb, 1787. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint you that Daniel Piercy, a seaman 
belonging to liis Majesty’s Ship under my command, absented 

^ Captain Lorker was appointed one of the Captains for Regulating the 
Impressment, of Seamen, umi stationed at Exeter ; but a War not taking place, 
retained the situation a very ihort time. 
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himself from duty on shore last Monday, and his having 
received a Bill on the Pay Office in London, in part payment 
of his wages, will enable their Lordships to take such steps 
as are necessary for detecting him. Inclosed I transmit 
you his description, and have the honour to remain, &c. 

Horatio Nfxson. 


PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Boreas, Noro, October 20th, 1787. 


Sir, 

Inclosed I transmit you two Notes for wages due to William 
Gaweas and William Caroline, for the Ship Wisk of Whitl)y, 
and have to request you will please to cause the said Notes to 
be immediately accepted, that the men may receive their 
wages. 

I am. Sir, kc, 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 


[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Cavendish Sejuare, October 2yih, 1787. 

My dear Brother, 

Many thanks for your kind inquiries about the School: it is 
quite the thing I wished for, and you will he pleased to tell tlie 
Master the child^ shall come after the Christmas holidays. We 
are happy to hear Mrs. Nelson is about again, and desiro to 
be most kindly remembered to her, with many thanks for her 
obliging offer, when the child may come to school : but we 
hope Boreas will soon be paid off, then we shall come 
into Norfolk directly. As to news, the Papers are all Pence ; 
but, in my opinion, nothing can prevent a War. In the Nnva) 


^ His Rtep-son, Josiah Nisbet. 
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line every exertion is made use of to man the Fleet. Compli- 
ments to all about you, and believe me, ever 

Y our most afiectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Maurice is well. He has been staying a few days on board 
with me. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Boreas, Nore, November 4th, 1787. 

Sir, 

J\Ir. William Lewis,*^ late Surgeon of his Majesty’s Sloop 
Rattler, having sent me a letter of October 23rd, (marked 
No. 1,) I returned for answer that as I could not wish to keep 
him from employment, although I conceived his conduct had 
been highly improper, yet whenever he acknowledged the im- 
propriety of writing such a letter as his of August 27th, 1786, 
and that he was sorry for having wTitten it, I should write to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I was satisfied- 
Having in answer thereto received a letter of October 26th, I 
transmit them both for their Lordships’ consideration. As 
fai as relates to myself^ I beg to acijuaint their Lordships I 
am satisfied. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

' [Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Sheerness, November 27th, 1787. 

My dear Sir, 

I have sent your cask of rum to Chatham Custom-House, 
and it will come to London the first conveyance ; your tama- 


• Viciep. 195, 511, ante. 
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rinds, sixty-five lbs., I Imve sent on board the Scipio.'J r. 
tain Lutwidge has promised be will get them up the/irstgoZ 
opportunity. Boreas is ready for paying offi but I unt/erstand 
we shall not be dismissed, at soonest, before Friday ; perhaps, 
I am told, Monday next.’ It would appear they don’t like 
parting with our people. I hope your tri[) to Exeter has been 
pleasant. Mrs. Nelson h.as told me of your return ; indeed I 
was in town for forty-eight hours last week. We are all gaping 
for the King’s Speech. Our Admiral is rather surprised he has 
had no orders to strike his Flag, nor orders to pay off the Sand- 
wich : she has near a thousand men on board. However, a few 
days must now determine matters. I shall then take the llrst 
opportunity of seeing you. I beg my compliments to Bradley, 
when you see him, and kind remembrances to your young 
folk; and believe me to he your most affectionate and 
attached, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I had wrote the above before I received your letter. None of 
my things would be permitted to be sent to London Custom- 
house. The duty, &c., I have given directions about paying, 

* The Scipio of 04 guns, Guard-ship at Sheerness, commanded by Captiun 
Lutwidgf} before mentioned. 

* The lioreas was paid off early in December 1707. — The preceding 
show that in the performanco of arduous duties in the Leeward I.slamls, Ni'l- 
son had received several rebukes or reprimands from the Admiralty; that his 
corre.spoiulcnee respecting frauds in the Public Departments had been then hut 
coldly received ; that ho had incurred great anxiety, and expo.sed hiuisell' to 
heavy re.sporisihility in supporting the commercial iiitere.sts of hi.s Comilrv : 
and tliat on his return to England, the Boreas was made a Receiving Sliij) lijr 
imprp.s.sed Seamen, at the Nore. This treatment is stated to have so iiiilauil 
his mind, that he said to the Senior Gflicer in the River Medw'ay, * ** 1 now rej'iicr 
at the Boreas being ordered to bo paid off, which will release mo for ever from an 
ungrateful Service, as it is my firm and unalterable determination never again 
to set my foot on board a King’s Ship, Immediately after my arrival in Town, 

I shall wait on tho Tirst J.ord of the Admiralty, and resign my Commission . ■' 
resolution which was happily prevented by his receiving a very civil letter from 
Lord Howe, desiring to see him in T'own. 'I’ho interview proved satisfactory to 
both pnrtie.s, and Lord Howe offered to present him to tho King on the next Levi o 
day, w’hea he was honoured with a gracious reception. — (See Ctarkr ^ i]f’Arihin', 
vol. i.p. 102.) It f.s tf markable, if the anecdote be true, that there sliould ii'' 
no allusion whatever to his feelings on tho subject in his private corre.spondence, 
and in August of that year he had expressed his fondness for his profos.'jion. 
See p. 252, ante. 
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and it will come directed to Mr. Suckling at the Custom-House 
with my liquor. Mr. Bellas ^ has been for this month past in 
London. Nor is Mr. Prowse Master-Attendant here, but a 
Mr. Hemming from Halifax. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

No. 6, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, December 29th, 1787. 

Sir, 

Mr. James Jameson, late Master of the Boreas, having 
acquainted me of his applying to the Admiralty praying their 
Lordships to relieve him from the expenses and issue of a 
law-suit commenced against him by Thomas Watts, Purser’s 
steward, for improperly correcting him ; and having received 
their Lordships’ answer, that it did not appear to them to be a 
proper case for their Solicitor to appear in, and Mr. Jameson 
having requested me to write to the Board concerning the 
matter, I take the liberty of requesting you to inform their 
Lordships that Mr. Jameson is by no means of a cruel or 
oppressive disposition, and I am afraid that if Mr. Jameson 
had confined the Steward till I came on board I should have 
punished him at the gangway. 

He is of a bad character, insomuch that I have been 
obliged to punish him for suttling to the Ship’s company, 
and making numbers of them drunk, and being imper- 
tincMit. I therefore trust that their Lordships will not 
allow an Olficer to be called before a Civil Tribunal, for 
acts committed under Martial Law, to which he was amenable, 
bad the Steward ever complained to me, but which I never 
heard of till Mr. Jameson informed me of it ; or if called, that 
they will have the goodness to allow their Solicitor to defend 
the suit. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


® Surgeon <>f iho Dockyard at Shcernoss. 
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TO CAPTAIN SIR CHARLES MIDDLETON, BART., 
COMPTROLLER OF THE NAVY. 

[Original draught in the Nelson Papers. The exact date of this Letter does not 
appear; but it was probably written in November or December 1787.J 

Captain Nelson returns Sir Charles Middleton’s Books, 
with thanks for the perusal. Captain Nelson can most truly 
say, that were those Instructions in any manner complied 
with, it would have been impossible that the present charges 
could have been brought forward. The mind that’s callous 
to the oath relative to the Negroes, would not scruple commit^ 
ting any act ; and yet sorry am I to say, it is my firm belief, 
that every Instruction relative to the hire of Negroes is broke 
through. Captain Nelson has turned in his mind what Sir 
Charles said about an examination abroad. In respect to 
merchants vouching for the prices of goods, the fact, as far as it 
goes, is most true. But any Vouchers may be got, signed in the 
West Indies, and with propriety on the part of the merchant, 
for there is no fixed market price, as in this Country. Every- 
thing is valued as the want of it occasions. 

In respect to drawing Bills, I never saw an advertisement 
in the Antigua papers for obtaining the best Exchange. It 
came to my knowledge, in the first Bills to which my Name 
was put on my having the Command, that two and a half per 
cent could be got (it was offered to me by a Merchant) more 
than the Exchange wrote on the Bills ; and on my talking 
to Mr. Dow, the Deputy Naval Officer, on this subject, he 
gave as a reason that Mr. Charles Kerr, in whose favour 
the Bills were drawn, had advanced this money and goods for 
the use of the Yard before the Exchange had risen. These 
were but bad reasons for his conduct, as I told him at the 
time. I mentioned, that in future I should insist on money 
being advertised for : but difficulties were started ; nor was 
ever any part of those Instructions communicated to me, but 
such as either militated against the interest of the Naval 
Officer, or (what I had ordered) might give some additional 
trouble. 

During the term of my Command, it may be found, that 
from two and a half per cent , and in some instances seven per 
cent., was obtained more for the Navy Bills, than was got for 
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private ones. I was satisfied with the conscious rectitude of 
my actions ; and only trouble you with this communication, 
that, if possible, any improper mode of conducting this Depart- 
ment may be altered. The openings for fraud are so nume- 
rous, the facility of carrying it on so easy, and detection so 
very difficult, (it being the interest of all parties to keep the 
secret,) that I fear it is a difficult thing to find virtue 
enough to withstand the temptation. 


TO GEORGE ROSE, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE TREASURY. 

[From Clarko and ]\I‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. 104. The date of this Letter is not 
given. It was probably written towards the end of 1787.] 

Sir, 

I yesterday received the enclosed letter from the Commis- 
sioners of the Customs. The exertions I made, whilst on the 
Leeward Islands Station, in stopping the illegal Trade with 
America, is not, I trust, forgotten by their Lordships. I have 
therefore to request you will be pleased to move their Lord- 
ships, that they will order the necessary steps to be taken for 
supporting the legality of the Sentences. 

I am, 8cc. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IHE REVEREND WILLIAM NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

0 , Princes-street, Cavendish-square, January Jrd, 1788. 

My dear Brother, 

Our little boy shall be at Hilborough on Tuesday or Wed- 
nesday next, escorted by Frank,* who I have desired to stay 
two or three days till the child becomes reconciled. I am 
assured of your and Mrs. ]!Sielson'’s goodness to him — 
that is, you will not allow him to do as he pleases : it’s mis- 
taken kindness where it happens. I wish him at school to have 
the same weekly allowance as the other boys, and whatever 
else may be proper for him. We have been very unwell, and 


^ ni& surviint, Erauk Li-pcc. 



266 


LETTERS. 


[1788. 


shall go to Bath as soon as I can get out. Your rum will 
come down when I know the best conveyance : send me 
word. Your pay for the Boreas would not amount to the fees 
of Office.^ In the Lottery, whatever part of a ticket, or in 
what proportion you wish to have one, shall be complied with, 
Maurice is well : he has just left us, and desires to be rc^ 
niembered. Our best compliments to Mrs. Nelson and the 
old ladies. The wine shall come as soon as I can get it from 
the Custom-house, and know the best conveyance. Adieu, 
and believe me ever, your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

[Autogra[)h, in the Locker Papers.] 

Batb, January 27th, 17558. 

My dear Sir, 

Your kind letter I received yesterday, and am much obliged 
by your kind inquiries about a house. I fear wc must at 
present give [up] all thoughts of living so near London, for jMrs. 
Nelson’s lungs are so much affected by the smoke of London, 
that I cannot think of placing her in that situation, however de- 
sirable. For the next summer I shall be down in Norfolk, from 
thence I must look forward. I w^as rather hurried in getting 
down here, by Prince William having invited me to Plymouth, 
I was therefore glad to place Mrs. Nelson here at once, which 
not only saved me the expense, but the toil, of a journey 
three hundred miles. I returned from Plymouth three days 
ago, and found Prince William everything I could wish— re- 
spected by all. Those who knew' him formerly say he is a 
most altered young man; and those wlio wore prejudiced 
against him acknowledge their error. The Pegasus is al- 
lowed by every one to be one of the best disciplined Ships 
that ever came into Plymouth, But the great folks above 
now see he will not be a cypher, therefore many of the rising 
people must submit to act subordinate to him, which is not so 


As Cliaplnin. 
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palatable ; and I think a Lord of the Admiralty^ is hurt to 
gee him so able, after what he has said about him. He has 
not certainly taken a leaf out of his book, for he is steady in 
liis Command and not violent. He has wrote Lord Hood 
what I cannot but approve, yet am sorry about his taking 
Lieutenant Schomberg. 

When the Lists cornc out will you be good enough to send 
me one ? Kingsmill will frank it if it can come by the post 
I hope he is better; pray give my best wishes to him. Mrs. 
Nelson desires the same, and unites with me in best wishes 
to your family. I pray compliments to Bradley, Anderson, &c. 
You are in debt to Mr. Suckling for the duty on the rum : 
the wine I desire you will not pay. Charles Pole is not well, 
I fear he is getting too fat God bless you, my dear Sir, 
and be assured 

I am your most faithful and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

I beg my compliincnts to Lord Ducie when you see him. 


TO inilLTP STEl'HKNS, KSQ., ADMIllAI/rV. 

[Autogrnpli, in the Admiralty.] 

Uath, Fi l)riJiiry yoth, 17 83. 

Sir, 

T am this moment honoured with your letters of February 
iGtli, acquainting me that if 1 had looked into the Instructions, 
I should have seen that I ought to have sealed my Remarks and 
Observations on board the Boreas up, and sent them under 
cover directed to you. 1 beg you will inform their Lordships 
it must have arisen from a mistake of my Clerk% tor that on 
the day the Ship was paid off, 1 myself inclosed the Remarks and 
Observations to you, and saw them directed. IMy Clerk was 
sealing the official letters to the several Boards, for passing 
my Accounts, which were to be put in a box with my books, 

^ lliii two Naval Lords of the Adniirnlty were Admiral Viseount and 

Uear-Adiniral the Honourable John Levoson (jowci. 
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to be sent to my Agent’s ; and that I do assure their Lordships 
I ordered him to put the packet into the Clerk of the 
Cheque’s Office after he had sealed it ; and that I did not 
know the Board had not received it till I received your letter. 
And I beg you will assure the Board that no person wishes 
to pay a more rigid obedience to his instructions than 
Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ, KENSINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Bath, April 3rd, 1788. 

My dear Sir, 

I have for this long time been very negligent about writing; 
nor, thank God, have I the excuse of illness, for never was I 
so well ; but we have been for this last month at a relation’s 
near Bristol and am only just returned here, in order to drink 
the waters another fortnight, after which we are going to Kx- 
mouth on a visit for a month ; from whence we shall pass 
through London on our way to Norfolk. I am sorry the wine 
has not turned out good. After my misfortune with your’s, Cap- 
tain Gower’s, and my own wine, I bought this hogshead, and 
was told it was the best quality : sure I am I paid the best 
price. Captain Gower® is to have two dozen and four, but indeed 
he ought to have what he pleases of it. There is nothing to me 
so distressing than losing anybody’s wine, more especially one 
who I am not very intimately acquainted with. Pray remem- 
ber me kindly to Captain Kingsraill. I w^ould direct this letter 
under cover to him, but I am told he has let his house. Our 
Sea folks here are pretty numerous, but I am tired of this place, 
and long to get into the country. Our friend Charles Pole 
has been fortunate in his trial ; but the lottery is so very 
much against an Officer, that never will I knowingly involve 
myself in a doubtful cause. Prize* money is doubtless very 
acceptable ; but my mind would have suffered so much, that 
no pecuniary compensation, at so late a period, would have 

^ An Undo of Mrs. Nelson’s, at Redland .—* and vol. i. 

p. 104. 

* Captain, afterwords Admiral Sir Erasmus Gower. 
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made me amends. I am at this moment under a prosecution 
by some Americans, for seizing their Vessels in the West 
Indies : but I have wrote them word, that I will have nothing 
to do with them, and^ they may act as they think proper. 
Government, I suppose, will do what is right, and not leave 
me in the lurch. We have heard enough lately of the con- 
sequence of the Act of Navigation to this Country. They 
may take my person ; but if sixpence would save me from a 
prosecution, I would not give it. 

In some measure I agree with you about the Guard Ships 
and small Vessels ; so far, certainly, that I would take half of 
every Ship’s company that are Cruisers in the Channel, and 
put them into the new-commissioned large Ships, and let the 
small ones raise more. What the Papers tell us is to be the con- 
duct of this Country towards Russia is retaliation ; at least, if 
our friendship is worth buying, we may have our own price. 
Spain appears fixed not to let their Fleet come into the Straits. 
The Empress’s armed Neutrality falls most deservedly on her- 
self. I think if her Fleet is able to get out of the Baltic, we 
shall have a Squadron of large Ships in Gibraltar Bay, either 
to keep the Peace, or assist one side or other. Something 

Itorn^ , . . Mrs. Nelson desires her best 

in which joins . . . [torn^ 

Compliments to Bradley. 


TO MESSRS. WILKINSON AND HIGGINS. ANTIGUA. 

[Original draught, in the Ntdson Papers.] 

Plymouth. 26th April, 1788. 

Gentlemen, 

This moment I have only been honoured with your letter 
of February 13 th, and am surprised that you have not 
received a letter from me, dated at the Nore, in September 
last, more especially as I sent it to Sir Charles Middleton, 
(he having desired me to write you) stilting, that a most 
honourable and liberal confidence might be reposed in 
him. Sir Charles has not only the abilities, but the power of 
doing more for you thain I ever could have ; and, I am assured 
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has as much wish to bring these iniquitous Frauds to light. 
This is his public character, I have not the honour of 
knowing his private one. Repeatedly I have seen Sir Charles 
Middleton ; and he told me that every step should bo taken ; 
nay, that one of the Officers was not likely to go out again to 
Antigua. 

Lord Howe told me that he had consulted with the Navy 
Board, and they would receive any communication from you, 
or myself, and do what was right ; and further said, that you 
was entitled, on making good these representations, to a most 
liberal reward. 

From Mr. Pitt, I had an acknowledgment that the papers 
were received by him, and sent to the different Departments. 
Tlie Victualling Board comes under the cognizance of the 
Admiralty. I don’t recollect in that Department you gave 
me any proofs; but I will look when I go to Town; and 
if I have sent any of them (which I did if you gave them to 
me) I will see the Victualling Board on the subject, llis 
Grace of Richmond has not honoured me with an acknow- 
ledgment of the receipt of them : in other people's Depart- 
ments he is most rigid for justice; therefore I am the more 
surprised. I would have you write to him. The Sick and 
Hurt fall under the cognizance of the Admiralty; but a letter 
addressed to that Board cannot but be very proper. I shall 
go to Town very shortly, and shall see Sir Charles Middleton; 
and, if he thinks lit, I shall see your answer to the Navy 
Board. At all events, I shall desire it, and you mBy rest 
assured, that no steps shall be left undone by me to accomplibh 
the discovery of these mal-practices ; and to get you the reward, 
which I have not the least doubt you will so well merit ; but 1 
must apprise you that my interest in this Country is very 
small ; therefore do not build that I can do much for you. 
Indeed, but little else than my integrity and public spirit can 
bring such an humble individual as myself into notice. But 
the goodness of the cause we are engaged in, will support 
itself at all times. More especially, I dare say, with such 
an upright character as Mr. Pitt. 

His Royal Highness commands mo to say, that was he 
placed in a situation where he could be of any service to this 
cause, most assuredly he would sift it to the bottom: Imt that 

10 
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at present, (not having been from this Port since his arrival) 
he can only give his good wishes for the accomplishment of 
what you have begun. 1 am sorry any cause should be given 
for your suggesting to his Royal Highness your doubts of 
the propriety of conduct of so high a trust, and important 
an Officer, 9 as you mentioned, but I hope in this case you will 
be mistaken. 

I am much obliged by your good wishes in respect to my- 
self. All his Majesty’s Navy Officers, I hope, will act the 
same upright part, which you are pleased to suppose I should. 
Any letters addressed under cover to Maurice Nelson, Esq., 
Navy Office, will find me out. And I beg you to be as- 
sured I am your sincere well-wisher, and most faithful, hum- 
ble servant, 

IIouATio Nelson. 


TO 

[Autograph draught in the Nelson Papers. The address is wanting.] 
Exmoutl), Devon, April 30th, 1700. 

Sir, 

My brother having written me that you wished to have the 
letter of IMessrs. Wilkiugson and Higgins to me, I have sent 
it. These gentlemen desire I will do them justice with your 
Board as to their ability to discover what they have pledged 
themselves to do. By the papers I saw, it conveyed to iny 
idea md% clearly the Frauds, (if they were not made for the 
purpose, which I cannot suppose,) and that it would be no 
very difficult matter to find it out. Nothing, I thought, could 
prevent these gentlemen bringing it to light, but wdiat I men- 
tioned to you when I had the honour of seeing you on this 
subject. These people must be fools indeed to effectually 
ruin themselves for a momentary reflection on the characters 
of these people. All their hopes of advantage certainly now 
arises from proving what they have alleged ; and as they have 
only asked for rewards for what can he actually recovered, 1 


® Nelson originally wrote that some of the Crown Officers, whose cognizance 
their situation might place,” &c. 
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cannot suppose but they are most serious in the progress of 
this discovery. In the West Indies they are most effectually 
ruined as merchants. It has been alleged they are bad men, 
and were partakers in these Frauds. Admitting it to be so, 
much good often arises from bad motives ; therefore to bene- 
fit the Public I should never ask or care from what motives 
the good arises. Their letters to his Royal Highness Prince 
William are only repetitions, I take for granted, of their Me- 
morial and Petition to Mr. Pitt, and some compliments to my 
assiduity while in that Country. They arc certainly men of 
strong natural parts, and appear wonderfully expert at the per 
centage. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE OFFICE FOR 
SICK AND HURT. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers. This letter was written in replv 
to one from the Commissioners, dated !2‘2nd April 1708, (enclosing a Letter vvhitii 
they had received from Messrs. Higgins and Wilkinson of tlie .'JOth of .lanuary 
1788, accusing tlieir Officers of Fraud,) requesting Ca])tain Nelson to favour 
them with his opinion whether the charges were likely to bo true, as they had no 
other grounds for suspecting their Officers; and they were “ not willing to insti- 
tute an inquiry without a reasonable cause.”] 

[End of April, 1708.] 

Gentlemen, 

I was only this morning honoured with your letter of the 22nd 
instant, addressed to me at Rath. Messrs. Wilkinson and Hig- 
gins made their representations to His Royal Highness Prince 
William Henry and myself of various Fraudsin several Depart- 
ments of Government, in such a strong manner, as I humbly 
conceived fully authorised me to transmit them to the Minister 
and First Lord of the Admiralty, that they might direct such 
measures to be taken as appeared to them proper. It is a 
very delicate task to handle the character of any Officer, more 
especially one who most certainly pays very great attention to 
the sick and wounded Seamen placed under his direction, and 
is in every respect a most humane man to all who fall sick in 
the Fleet. In respect to myself, I feel under particular obli- 
gations to Dr. Y for his care and attention to me during 
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n\y last Station. Mess. Wilkinson and Higgins have made in 
other Departments such proof of improper conduct, as 1 think 
certainly entitles them to a degree of credit in this case. 
Every honest man, after such a letter as is wrote you, I should 
conceive would wish a most strict inquiry into his conduct, 
rather than let the matter drop. Mess. Wilkinson and Hig- 
gins were merchants in St. John’s, Antigua, and partners with 
Mr. Whitehead, Agent to the Hospital. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROYAL HOTEL, PALL MALL, 
LONDON. 


[Original draught, in thn Nelson Papers ] 


Exmouth Moor, oth May, 1788. 

My dear Friend, 

Your favour of the 1st found me in this remote corner, 
where I have been this last fortnight, enjoying the benefit of a 
first summer to a West Indian : no bad thing. However, as 
usual, my health is got up again, after the Doctors telling me 
they could do nothing for me ; Dame Nature never has failed 
curing me. 

We shall rest all next Sunday at Hath, in our way to Lon- 
don, and I shall examine the Pump-Room, to see if you and 
Mrs. Ross are at Bath ; and should that he the case, I will 
have the satisfaction of taking my old friend by the hand. You 
have, as well as myself, undergone a great change, since we 
last met; and I hope, and have been told, are united to an 
amiable woman, the greatest blessing Heaven can bestow. 
But in this next, my friend, you have got the start of me. You 
have given up all the toils and anxieties of business ; whilst I 
must still buffet the w'aves — in search of what ? That thing 
called Honour, is now, alas ! thought of no more. My inte- 
grity cannot be mended, I hope ; but my fortune, God knows, 
has, grown worse for the Service; so much for serving my 
Country. But the Devil, ever willing to tempt the Virtuous, 
(pardon this flattery of myself,) has made me offer, if any Ships 
should be sent to destroy his Majesty of Morocco’s Ports, 
to be there ; and 1 have some reason to think, that should any 


VOL. T. 
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more come of it, my humble services will be accepted. I have 
invariably laid down, and followed close, a plan of what 
ought to be uppermost in the breast of an Officer ; that it is 
much better to serve an ungrateful Country, than to give up 
his own fame. Posterity will do him justice: a uniform 
conduct of honour and integrity seldom fails of bringing a man 
to the goal of Fame at last. — But to what am I getting? Into 
a Sermon. Mrs. N. joins in best compliments to Mrs. 
Ross ; and believe me ever,- my dear friend. 

Your affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO VISCOUNT HOWE, FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY*. 

[Original draught, in the Nelson Papers. No date, but probably written in 
May 1788.] 

[May 1788.1 

My Lord, 

I have twice, since my arrival in Town, done myself the ho- 
nour of calling at your Lordship’s, in order to pay my personal 
respects; and to assure you, that as I have always been, so 1 
continue, ever in readiness to undertake any service to which 
the Admiralty may think it proper to appoint mo. My zeal 
for his Majesty’s Service is as great as I once flattered myself 
your Lordship thought it. 

I have had hopes that the Admiralty would have ordered 
me the same allowance at least, as was given to a junior Officer 
left in the command at Jamaica; and I hope your Lordship 
will give me countenance in an application for it. I trust it 
is incontrovertible, that I did my duty with the most rigid at- 
tention ; and, that the business of the Naval Yard was nevor 
paid more attention to, than by myself. The Navy-Board, I 
am sure, at this moment, are inclined to believe, that the diffi- 
culties said by their Officers to be thrown in the way of their 
duty by me, arose only from my close investigation of their 
conduct ; which prevented their impositions from taking effect. 
Every artificer and seaman employed in the Naval Yard re- 
ceives additional pay ; and shall the Officer who has the con- 
ducting of the whole business be the only one (in this instance) 
who is neglected ? I trust, by your Lordship’s answer, it 
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will not be so. 1 ho trouble ] was at in investigating these 
fraiulS) It is moat true, was no more than my duty; but in- 
deed, the expenses attending my going so often to St. John’s, 
a distance of twelve miles, I little thought would have fallen 
upon me out of my pay as Captain of the Boreas. 

I arn, &c. 

Houatio Nei.son. 


TO H. R. H. PRINCE WILLIAM HENRV. 


[Original, in the possession of William Henry Whitehead, Esq.] 


No. .5, Cavendish Square, June ‘2n(l, 1788. 


My Prince, 

It was not until a very few days ago, that I heard your 
Royal Highness was going the cruise wdth the Squadron now 
at Spithead. I am most sincerely glad to hear it, and am’ 
assured it is quite the thing you wish. 

Your Royal Highness knows every thing relative to a single 
Ship ; and it can only be by commanding a Fleet which will 
establish your fame, make you the darling of the Nation, and 
hand down your Name with honour and glory to posterity. 

Indeed I have another very strong reason for being pleased 
at your serving near Home, which is, that the actions of all 
Officers, however brilliant, are wonderfully obscured by serving 
at a distance, for the capture of a Privateer makes more noise, 
taken in the Channel, than a Frigate, or even a Ship of the Line, 
afar off. Therefore, although the discipline and high order of 
your Ship is known to many others as well as myself, yet it 
will now be much more talked of ; and the King will be more 
acquainted with the exact state of the Andromeda than [by] any 
representations made from abroad. I am most totally ignorant 
whether to expect you back with the Fleet, or if you proceed 
abroad ; should the former be the case, if your Royal High- 
ness comes within the peach of my purse, I shall most certainly 
pay^ my humble duty. Should the latter take place, I shall, as 
soon as I know to what part of the World you are destined, 
trouble your Royal Highness with letters, an honour which 
you have most condescendingly permitted me. 

I am most truly sensible of your kindness to me on all 0(‘ea- 

T 2 
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sions, and although Mr. Herbert was hard enough to withstand 
your solicitations, yet my obligation is the same : there may be 
a thing, perhaps, within reach of your Royal Highness ; therefore, 
trusting to your goodness, I shall mention it The Princess Royal 
must very soon have a Household appointed her. I believe a 
word from your Royal Highness would obtain a promise of a 
situation in her Royal Highness’s Establishment not unbecom- 
ing the wife of a Captain in the Navy ; but I have only veii^ 
tured to say thus much, and leave the issue to your better 
judgment; being, with the highest regard and attachment, 
Your Royal Highness’s most faithful 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autogrnph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Barton, near Norwich, Norfolk, August Bth, 178i?. 

Sir, ’ 

Having seen by the Gazette a new Board of Admiralty^ is 
appointed, I feel it my duty to request you will be pleased to 
assure their Lordships of my readiness to serve whenever they 
may think proper to call for my services. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelsok. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. i.p. 109.] 

London, 2Gth August 1788. 

I saw Lord Hood this morning ; lie made many inquiries 
after you, and was very civil. He assured me, that a Ship in 

® 'I’he New Board was appointed on the 6lh July 1788. The Earl of Chatham 
became First Lord ; and the Naval Lords were Vice-Admiral Lord Hood and 
Rear-Admiral the Honourable John Leveson Gower. 
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peaceable times was not desirable : but that should any Hosti- 
lities take place, I need not fear having a good Ship.^ 

I am, 8z;c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., ADMIRALTY, 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Burnham, December 26th, 1788. 

Sir, 

Having received a letter from Mr. Charles Lock,* late a 
Midshipman on board the llorcas, under my command, stating 
that on his going to be Examined touching his qualification 
as Lieutenant, the Comptroller of the Navy and the Passing 
Captains had refused to examine him, as he had been rated 
for a longer time Captain’s Servant on board the lloreas, than 
they thought it proper, and requesting that I would state his 
situation to the Lords of the Admiralty, that they might be 
induced to give an Order to the Passing Hoard, that Mr, Lock 
might be examined. 

I had occasion to write to the Hoard relative to Mr. John 
Talbot, ’ in a similar situation, and to that Letter I must beg 
leave to refer you; and have only to observe that I have 
always supyposed that Servants were allowed for bringing 
uj) so many Seamen for the Navy, and that I thought I was 
p<;rforniing a meritorious service, in taking for my Ser- 
vants a set of young men to make Officers of, without a 
nursery fv)r whom, I am well assured our Service must suffer. 
The want of good Petty Officers, and consecjuenlly good 
Lieutenants, is well known to have been most severely felt 


^ In October 1788, Nelson wrote to liis friend (Jominodore (b>rnvv;i]lis, who 
was then going to the East Indies, expressing his desire to serve um’U'r him. In 
reply, dated on the 10th of that month, f’ommodore Cornwallis nsstired him 
that it would hav«‘ given hi to the greatest pleasure to have him in one ot the 
^hips, and though he remembered that Nelsou was once partial to tho \)art of 
the world to wdiich he was going, yet his tiresi<Io was so changed since that tune, 
that he durst not venture to name him ; but that if more Slops were sent out, 
nothing could give him greater pleasure than to have the hap]uiioss of seeing 
•dm in one of them.” — Original, in (he Nelson Papers. 

Vide p. 108 , ante. 

Hie present Admiral the Honourable Sir John 'fulbot, 
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during the late War, and if this young man is qualified, I 
humbly apprehend it can make no difference to the Service 
what pay he received. I have certified to the Passing Cap^ 
tains, and do now assure their Lordships that Mr. C. 
Lock was on board the Boreas during my whole command, 
three years and nine months, and did learn and perform the 
duties of Mate and Midshipman; and indeed, I cannot but 
help thinking that the Service would have suffered had I either 
rated these young men, or not taken more on board than the 
complement, viz. two Mates and four Midshipmen. 

I am, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 


to MKiSSRS. VaLKfNSON AKD HIGGINS. ANTIGUA. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Burnham,* 24th January 

Gentlemen, 

Your letter of October, 1 received last night, and have 
sent the enclosed to Sir Charles Middleton this morning. 
1 am most sincerely sorry for your situation,^ and hope that 

* On boing placed on Half-pay, Captain Nelson intended to go to France witli 
his wife, to ac(iuire the French language ; but they were persuaded by his I’allier 
to reside with him at his Parsonage of Burnham 'I horpe, where they remiiined 
until he was appointed to the Agamemnon, in January nix'}. His Biographers 
.sav, “ He employed himself with considerable zeal while at Burnham, in culfi- 
vatiiig his father’s garden, and in learning to farm the adjacent glebe ; hut fho 
former was bis principal slotion : he would tliere often spend the greater part ot 
the day, and dig, as it were, for the purpose of being wearied. At others, Lt; 
would renew the early pastime of their childhood, and with a simplicity thatwii'; 
[»eculiar to him, when bis mind was not employed on the great objects of proles 
sional diitv, w’oulc! spend some part of the day amidst the woods, in taking the 
eggs of different birds, wlticb, os be obtained, be gave to Mrs. Nelson, who 
always accompanied him. He sometimes also employed his time, when his eyes 
would admit of it, in reading the periodical works of the day, but oftener iu 
studying charts, and in writing, or drawing plans. But the uniformity of a vil- 
lage lift? was occasionally diversified by professional calls to tlie Metropolis; by 
an annual visit, with Mrs, Nelson, to Lord Walpole, at Woltertoii; and by oeea- 
sional visits to Mr. Coke, at Holkliam .” — Clarke and APyfrthur, vol. i. ;»p. 

110 . 

* Mr. Wilkinson stated to Captain Nelson that he “ wrote that letter Iroia 
tho gued of the Island of Antigua, into which ho had been placed by a (juirkoftltc 
Solicitor General’s, ’’ and he complained bitterly of the manner iu winch th*''- 
Officer had treated him, which he attributed to his discovery of Mr. WlutoheaJs 
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Government will afford you every assistance, in bringing to 
maturity the good work begun under my auspices. But I would 
have you recollect, that although Government business may be 
slow, yet it is sure. I am assured the business will never be 
dropped and that all proper rewards and recompenses will be 
made you. His Grace of Richmond, after a long silence, has 
at last assured me,® that every proper measure shall be taken, 
and that you shall receive the rew'ard you asked. All the 
other Boards will do you ample justice. I cannot but lament 
that your discovery should not have been made to a man of 
more consequence than myself; for in this Country I am not 
in Office, and am so much retired from the busy scenes of 
power, that although I have every inclination, I have not the 
ability of doing more than representing your situation, and 
which 1 have always done, expressing to all the Public Boards 
my belief of your ability and determination to lay all the Frauds 
open. 

Rest assured, 1 am your Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO 


[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Tapers.] 

Burnham, January 2tth 17S9. 

Sir, 

I received last night a letter from Mr. AVilkinson, Antigua, 
and as 1 suppose it was intended for your perusal by its being 
sent open, 1 hope you have done it, and have seen it contains 
only a melancholy statement of Mr. W.’s situation. 1 am 
sincerely sorry for his case, as I am sensible that the rigour 
which appears to be exercised against him in his private 


Frauds. That the Solicitor General favoured that person, and that Whilehoml 
had acted fraudulently, is shown by ** A Besolutiou of the Honourable House of 
Assembly in the Island of Antigua, on the 4ih day of June 1780 — lhat it he 
reiJolved that William Whitehead, surviving partner of Francis Colley, has been 
guilty of gross imposition on the Committee of both Houses of the Legislature 
appointed to examine the accounts of Francis Colley and Co., and of a flagrant 
attempt to defraud the I'ublic of this Island. 4lh .lune 1788. Ayes to. Noes 
2.* Ihe two Noes being ISIr. Solicitor Geuoral and Archibald (llostev, Fsq. 

® lu a Letter (now in the Nelson Papers) dated 27ih Ueceiiiher 1788. 

1 
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affairs is owing to liis corntnunication of Frauds, which I have 
but little doubt set the greater part of the mercantile people, 
who bad to do with the Officers of Government against these 
Gentlemen. And to myself, I cannot but help feeling that J 
may have been in some measure accessory to these violent 
measures, by my open attention, and I may say protection, and 
promises of every encouragment which Government could 
afford them* As Merchants they were from the moment of 
discovery ruined. I am assured you will do what is right 
and proper for these Gentlemen, and am with great respect, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MESSRS. WILKINSON' AND HIGGINS, ANTIGUA. 


[Autogra})h draught, in the Nelson Faj)ers.] 


liurnham, February 1st, 17bl>, 


Gentlemen, 

The following is an extract of a letter from Sir Cliarlob 
JMiddleton, January 27th: ‘ It is intended to try the business 
at home, and which must be more satisfactory than doing it 
abroad. In this case, Mr. Wilkinson, &c. will have notice by 
summons; they are acquainted of this by the Navy-Iloard.’ 

I can only wish that all may end to your satisfaction. ^ You 
see I have taken all opportunities in letting you know the 
progress of your business, as soon as I was acquainted with it. 
Being your sincere well-wisher. 


Horatio Nelson. 


I have never seen the Letter you mention having wrote the 
Navy Board, and which you say you wished me to read. 


7 On Ibo .jOth May Captain Sir Cliarlos IMiddlcton inform(*d Nelson 

that tlie Navy Solicitor has received directions to send for Messrs. VVilkin;>nn 
and Higgins home, to make good their charge : and has wrote to them accord- 
ingly.’'— Xole, in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKEK, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 


[ Autograph, in tlio Locker Papers. J 

Burnham, February 7tb, 1789. 

My dear Sir, 

I received your favour of the 3rd, last night: the Madeira 
I kept as a treat for some of my friends who are come here 
to see us, when behold, on examination, instead of Madeira, 
1 found as good Port wine as ever was tasted. Your servant 
I take for granted, has mistaken the binn. Your news in 
respect to the Promotion, is great, but I can hardly believe 
they can make Admirals so far as Lord Longford ; we shall be 
all Admirals !” Pray thank Mr. Bradley for the Navy List he 
was so kind as to send me. Pray remember me to Charles 
Pole ; T wish, if he likes it, he may get a Guardship at Plymouth. 
Mrs. Nelson joins in best regards to yourself and family, with 
your affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pray don’t forget me to Kingsmill and all our friends. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

[.Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Piurnham, Sopteiuhcr 10th, 1789. 

My dear Sir, 

1 was exceedingly happy to hear by your letter from Harro- 
gate, that you was so much recovered, and by this time, I 
take for granted, you are settled again at home, and I most 
sincerely hope you will never be obliged again to travel 
in quest of health. When we may meet, time must deter- 
mine ; at present, I have no appearance of being called up to 
London. Not being a man of fortune is a crime which I can- 
not get over, and therefore none of the Great care about me. 
1 am now commencing Farmer, not a very large one, you will 

* No proniotioti took place until September 1790, and only ten Captains 
tluMi obtained their Flags, lii 1788 Lord Longford stood the .Vltii on the List 
^>1 1‘ost- Captains ; and ho died a Captain in June l792. 
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conceive, but enough for amusement. Shoot I cannot, therefore 
I have not taken out a license ; but notwithstanding the neg- 
lect I have met with, I am happy, and now I see the propriety 
of not having built my hopes on such sandy foundations as the 
friendships of the Great. The newspapers tell me of fine 
frolics which both King and Prince of Wales have been 
making. Pray is Mr. Laforey^ to be promoted, or is there to 
be a promotion of Flags? Is there any idea of our being 
drawn into a quarrel by these commotions on the Continent ? 
whenever that may be likely to happen, I will take care to 
make my application in time. I wish our friend Kingsmill 
would retract many of his generous expenses : it is his gifts 
which hcis drawn him into difficulties, that I have little doubt 
of, and not knowing the value of money. Pray, when you 
write or see him, remember me kindly to him. Mrs. Nelson 
desires me to present her best respects to you and family, and 
believe me, 

Your much obliged, and affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


® Thti Prince of Wales had just visited the North of Ktighmd, and been m. 
tertaiued by Karl Kitzwiliiam at Wentworth House; but it does cot aji[H iir 
wlmt “ fine frolics ” of the Kinj', were iilluded to. 

* Captain John Laforey, Jn 1779 this Officer, who commanded tlio Oi ean in 
Admiral Koppel’s Action, was appointed Commissioner of the Navy at Anii»;"a> 
and in 1783, at Plymoutli : lie was passed over in the Promotion of Fliij^ Ollicm 
in 1787 on the ground that having accepted a civil Office, he w’as irndigihlc for 
advancement in his profession. The question, whicli excited much interest in 
the Navy, was warmly discussed between the Admiralty and Captain LaforeVi 
whose zealous conduct in support of Admiral Keppel at his trial rendered him, 
it w'as supposed, unacceptable to the First Lord of the Admiralty, the lOarl o. 
Chatham. Ilis claims were, however, admitted, and he obtained his proper 
rank, as 11 ear- Admiral of the lied, on the 10th November 1789, having a h 
days before been made a llaronct. He attained the rank of Admiral of the lUuo on 
June 1795, and, dying on liis passage from the West Indies, the 14th of Jun 
1796, W'as buried at Portsmouth. — Naval Cfirmiclet vol. xxv. p.lB^. 
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TO MESSRS. W11.KINSON AND HIGGINS, ANTIGUA. 

[Autogrojih draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Burnham, November 28tb, 1789. 

Gentlemen, 

1 received your letter of the llth of September, the be- 
ginning of this month, and sent it to Sir Charles Middleton, 
without any comments of mine ; as, to me it seemed to require 
no explanation. When it was returned, it was wrote me that 
if I chose the letter should be made public, to send it to the 
Navy Board; reports having been circulated by high Offi- 
cers, that they feared all this business would end in smoke ; 
and that you had shifted your ground, and were very wavering 
in your opinions : for that at first you had said, that nothing 
was to be done in the West Indies ; and now, that nothing 
could be done at four thousand miles’ distance. 

[As to] certain opinions which I had formed, although I am not 
a man who wishes to say much on anything without being 
asked, yet on this occasion, common justice would not allow 
me to be silent, when such (as appears to me) false reports, 
were in circulation, I therefore wrote to the Navy Board, of 
which the following is an extract : viz. ‘ Having heard a report 
that these Gentlemen had deviated from the first line of pro- 
cedure they had adopted, it becomes, (I hope the Board will 
think) a line of justice in me to give my reasons why I do 
not think so. When the information was given, and in all 
their subsequent communications with me, they have uniformly 
and constantly protested against placing their confidence in 
his Majesty’s Law-Officers in the West Indies. That a trial in 
England, although it might prove certain facts, yet was by no 
means the object they had in view when the information w^as 
given. Their object, I have constantly understood, \va.s an 
inquiry and examination, on the large scale, of examining 
Merchants, their books, &c. and tracing the frauds home to 
every delinquent ; who being made to refund, was the source 
from whence these Gentlemen expected their rewards to have 
arisen.’ 

On the 27th, yesterday, I received the following answer : 
‘ VVe have sent the letters and enclosures to Mr. Dyson, our 
Solicitor, and desired him to lay them before the Attorney- 
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General for his Opinion as to what stepsare proper to be taken 
thereon, and to use every means in his power to investigate 
and bring forward the whole of the business so soon as pos- 
sible.’ Retired as I am, upwards of one hundred and twenty 
miles from London, I can render you little if any assistance 
in getting forward in this business; and good wishes, without 
something more povrerful, are of no avail in this Country. I 
can only sit down and t/iifik. Sir John Laforey is going out 
with the Command, and will probably be the man to investi- 
gate the frauds committed in the Naval Yard, &c. during the 
War. I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson.'-^ 


TO THE COItIMISSIONERS OF CUSTOMS. 

[Autograph draught in the Nelson Papers.] 

[Ajipareiitly in 

1 received your letter of the 20th yesterday, relative to tiie 
capture of the Hercules and Nancy Pleasant, American vessels, 
and desiring that I would acquaint you whether I have given 


^ This appears to bo the last letter from Nelson respecting Fraiuls ; am) 

his Biographers conclude the subject by observing: “ Thus the very extensivo 
public Frauds which had long been committed wiili impunity in the West Indies, 
were at length put in a proper train to be provided against in future. An ini- 
niense saving w'as made to Government, and its attention directed to similar 
peculations in other parts of our extensive Golonies. No reward, however, nor 
any mark of commendation, seems in consecjuence to have been conlt rred on 
Captain Nelson and they add the remark of Mr. Rose, then Secretary to tlio 
'J'reasury, that Nelson^s “ representations were all attended to, and every stej) 
which ho recommended was adopted, lie thus put the investigation into n pro- 
per course, which ended in the detection and punishment of some of the parties 
whose coruliict was complained of.” — Clarke and JSf' Arthur ^ vol. i. pp. lOti, IM. 
Southey says, as well in the Qiiurterly Jieview” as in his “Life of Nelson,' 
'^that the peculators were too powerful ; and they succeeded not merely in im- 
peding inquiry, hut even in raising prejudices against Nelson at the J5oard of 
Admiralty, which it was many years before he coidd sulidue but he docs m*' 
give any authority for tlic statement. 

It is, however, proper to observe, that in 1783 and 1789, the I’uhlic Ihjurds 
offered Nelson their warmest thanks for his zeal ; and that the Duke of Rioh- 
mond concluded his Letter of the ‘Jud of June 1789, in these wi.rds: “ R ill' 
respect to yourself, 1 can only renew tlui assurances of iny perfect eonvictieii «d 
the zeal for His Majesty’s S(?rvice which has induced you to stir in this 
business.” — Orujinfil^ 'in the Nelson Rapers. 
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any orders, and what orders, for the support of the sentences 

of condemnation. 

I beg leave to acquaint you that I did seize the above 
named Vessels, (with many others,) and that they were 
prosecuted in the name of, and by his Majesty’s Attorney- 
General of the Leeward Islands, (John Stanley, Esq,, of 
No. 10, Queen Ann Street, Westminster,) to whom I beg 
leave to refer you for farther particulars. Air. Stanley has 
copies of the proceeding under the Great Seal of the Leeward 
Islands, and I did not imagine I could possibly have anything 
more to do in this business. The great exertions I made 
during the years of 1784, 85, 86, and 87, part of which 
I was on the Leeward Islands Station, in stopping the illegal 
trade with America, is not I hope forgot by the Hoard of 
Commissioners, and I have firm hope that they will order me 
to be defended, and that they will direct the legality of the 
sentence to be supported. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nei.sok. 


TO GEORGE ROSE, ESQ, SECRETARY TO THE TREASURY. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers,] 

[Apparently in 1790 .] 

Sir, 

On yesterday I received the inclosed letter from the Com- 
missioners of Customs. The exertions I made whilst on the 
Leeward Island Station, in stopping the illegal trade witli 
America is not, I trust, forgot by their Lordships. I have, 
therefore, to request you will be pleased to move their Lord- 
ships, that they will order the necessary steps to be taken for 
supporting the legality of the Sentences. 

I have the honour to, &c. 

Horatio NELso>r. 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty. In reply to this Letter, ho was informed that tho 
Admiralty had referred his communication to the Treasury, with a roconimenda- 
tion that be should be defended at the Public expense.] 

Burnham, Norfolk, March 21 st, 1790. 

Sir, 

Last night I received a Letter (of which the inclosed is a 
copy,) the contents of which cannot but give me uneasiness.^ 
Since May 1786, 1 have been continually harassed by my ex- 
ertions in suppressing the illegal traffic which was carrying 
on between the States of America and the West India Islands, 
where I was stationed. These people seem determined to go 
lengths which must be very unpleasant to me, unless sup. 
ported by Government. I feel happy that I never made a 
seizure whilst on that Station without the advice of the Au 
torney-General, or the Chief Law Officer of the Crown, where 
the case might happen ; and in this particular I had tlie 
opinion of the Attorney-General and King’s Proctor of Bar- 
badoes. The Attorney-General and Senior King’s Counsel of 
the Leeward Islands (where I was obliged from circumstances 
already known to their Lordships to carry her) to sanction my 
proceedings. 

I trust their Lordships will think that, under such advice, 
I could not be supposed to err in stopping the Vessel; hut 
that, on the contrary, I should have been guilty of neglect of 
duty, had I suffered her to trade unmolested, which she bail 
repeatedly done since the Peace, (under false colours and pa- 
pers.) I hope their Lordships will take my situation into tlu ir 
consideration. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelsox. 


* From Messrs. Venables, Buggin, and Bleasdale, Solicitors, (respecting pm- 
ceedings against him for having seized the *' Jane and Elizabeth,'') on t’>e KHli 
of March 17M. 
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TO PinUP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Burnham, Norfolk, April 26th, 1790. 

Sir, 

I wrote a short time since on the subject of the Vessel 
named in tlic inclosed papers.'* This day I was served by a 
person from London with a notice, of which 1 send a copy. 
I trust to their Lordships* protection, hopinpp they will think 
I only performed my duty. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelso>j. 


TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ., SECRETA RY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


[Autograph, in the Admiralty. On hearing of the expected rupture with Spain, 
in consequence of tl»e Affair of Nootka Sound, Captain Nelson immediately pro- 
ceeded to tl>e Admiralty, where this letter was written.] 

Admiralty Office, May 8tl), 1790. 

Sir, 

I have to request you will acquaint their Lordships, that 
immediately on my hearing of this bustle, I set off for Lon- 


^ Clarke and M‘Arthur (vol. i. p. 110) state, tliat one clay, while Nelson had 
roTie to a fair to purchase a pony, two men served a writ or notification** on 
JVIrs. Nelson, on the part of some American Captains, who laid their damages at 
,/20,000: that on his return, while boasting of his pony, he was told of the 
transaction, and that he vehemently exclaimed, “This affront 1 did not deserve, 
but never mind, I’ll be trifled with no longer : I will write immediately to the 
Treasury, and if Government will not support me, I am resolved to leave the 
Country that he informed the Treasury, if a satisfactory answer were not sent 
him by return of post, he would take refuge in France; and that he accordingly 
made arrangements for Mrs. Nelson’s departure ; but that on the 4th of May he 
was toUl by Captain Pringle, that Mr. Rose, the? Secretary to the IVeasury, had 
said to him, “ Captain Nelson is a very good Officer, that he need be under no ap- 
prehension, for tliat ho will assuredly be supported by the rroasnry.” Clarke and 
McArthur havo assigned this affair to the year J788, instead of 1790; and 
they seem to have mistaken and exaggerated the facts, for it appears from the above 
Letters, that the writ,” or more probably a mere “notificiition of an action,*’ was 
not served until the 26th of April ; and the Adroirnlty had informed Nelson, a 
month previously, that they had recommended that ho should be defended 
by the Crown. Captain Pringle’s T.etter, which is among the Nelson Papers, 
bas not the date of the rear. 
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don, where I am just arrived; and that I am ready to under, 
take such employment as their Lordships shall judge most 
proper. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO H. R. H. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Burnham, Norfolk, June 24th, 1790. 

Sir, 

I have seen by the papers of the Valiant’s^ arrival at Spit- 
head ; I hope she turns out everything your Royal Highness 
expected of her. My not being appointed to a Ship is so 
very mortifying, that I cannot find words to express what I 
feel on the occasion; and when I reflect on your Royal 
Highness’s condescension in mentioning me to Lord Chat- 
ham,^ I am the more hurt, and surprised. Sure I am, that 
I have ever been a zealous and faithful Servant, and never 
intentionally have committed any errors; especially as till 
very lately I have been honoured by the notice of the Ad- 
miralty. 

The attachment, which I trust has never been found to 
vary, since I first was introduced to you by Lord Hood, had 
invariably for its object one point — nothing else for myself did 
I ever presume to solicit— that I might have the distinguished 
honour of being one of your supporters in a Line of battk ; 
then it would be shown, tliat no person had your Fame more 
at heart than myself. I dare not venture a wish that your 
Royal Highness should trouble yourself again in my behalf. 

I trust most firmly on your kind recollection of me ; and I beg 
you to be assured, that 

I am, as ever, 

Your most attached and faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


^ Then commanded by tbo Duke of Clarence. 
* First Lord of the Admiralty. 
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TO H. R. II. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[Original draught, in the Nelson Papers. Another draught of this Letter, in 
which the expressions are slightly different, is also preserved.] 

21st August, 1790. 

Sir, 

The retired situation which I am placed in, affords me sel- 
dom any other means of information but through newspapers; 
ill which I read with sorrow, that your Royal Higliness was 
prevented from being at Windsor on the Prince of Wales’s 
birth-day by indisposition. It would give me real satisfac- 
tion to hear you are perfectly recovered. This, I recollect 
with pleasure, is your Royal Highness’s birth-day : may 
many revolving years give me an opportunity of congratulating 
you on its return ; and may each bring an increase of comfort, 
health, and honour to your Royal Highness, is the affection- 
ate wish of 

Your most faithful and attached* 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE lUGIIT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF CHATHAM, 
FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Burnham, Norfolk, September ‘J6th, 1790. 

Aly Lord, 

My wish to be employed is so great,^ that I trespass on 


^ In November follow’ing Nelson requested his friend, Captain Lord JMuI- 
grave, (p. 5 ante,) then one of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to 
use his influence in obtaining a ship for him. His Lordship replied on the 17th 
of that month : 

“ Dear Sir, — I have just received your very obliging Letter ; bad the Arma- 
luenj; continued, I should have bad the greatest pleasure in mentioning the just 
respect I entertain for your professional character, as well as my very sincere 
personal regard for you, with your very laudable claim for employment. I can 
only now repeat to you the assurances of tbo sentiments of esteem and friendship 
with which, I am dear Sir, most faithfully yours. Mulcuavi:.” — Original, in the 
I^elson Papers, 

VOL. I, 
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your Lordship’s time with a Letter. I am sensible I have 
no great interest to recommend me, nor have I had conspicu- 
ous opportunities of distinguishing myself: but thus far, 
witliout arrogating, I can say, tliat no opportunity has 
been passed by ; and that I have ever been a zealous Officer. 
I am sure Lord Hood ® will bear testimony of what I have 
taken the liberty of saying. If the Raisonable^^ is not given 
away, I should esteem myself highly honoured by the com- 
mand of her. 

I have the honour to remain, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGII. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. Not a single Letter, written in 1791, Ims 
been found. During that year he resided chiefly at llurnham Thorpe.] 

Burnham, February ^Hh, 1792. 

My dear Brother, 

I thank you for your letter. It was not my intention to have 
gone to the Coursing meeting, for to say the truth, I have 
seldom escaped a wet jacket and a violent cold ; besides, to 
me, even the ride to the Smee is longer than any pleasure I 
find in the sport will compensate for. When I go to Loiulon 
I may possibly go by Hilboroiigh ; but, on the other side, I 
know you are so short of hay, that unless I could buy a little 
I don’t like taking three weeks or a fortnight’s keep at least, 
where it is impossible to replace it. 

Mr. Suckling had not seen the present Earl of Orford ‘ 
when he wrote to me. The following is an extract of his let- 
ter : ‘I am sorry so much cause for warmth has been given 
to your family through the inattention and ignorance of Mr. 
Dashwood, in omitting the invitation to attend at the funeral 
of the late Earl of Orford,^ which it was his duty to have 

* Lord Hood was then one of the Lords of the Admiralty. 

® The Raisonable,of 64 guns, in which Ship he first went to Sea. 

* The celebrated Horace Walpole, who succeeded his nephew, George, tlie 
third Earl, as fourth Earl of Orford, on the 5th of December 1791. 

® To whom the family of Nelson were related, vide p. 15, ante. 
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done, having taken upon himself to conduct the same, and 
you had an indisputable right to expect it. I have only seen 
the present Earl once since his accession to the Title, which 
was on the day of the interment. He then asked me if I knew 
who Mr. Dashwood was, and by what means he got hold of 
his Nephew, as he was perfectly unknown to him. He men- 
tioned that he had received a letter from him respecting 
the funeral, to which he had returned an answer declining 
all interference therein.' 

From this extract, I have no doubt but Dashwood thrust 
himself into the office, and was deputy for the Trustees, not for 
the present Earl, which, by his cards, he wished to be thought. 
However, the funeral is reprobated in this circle, a great 
deal of money thrown away, and no proper measure taken for 
a State funeral. Our news here is but little. Mr. Christian, 
of llrancaster, is ])resentcd to the Living of Workington, 
called £700 a year. The Martins'^ in tlie same state of uncer- 
tainty as when you were here. Dr. Poyntz told me a long story 
a little time past about walnut trees and red filberts ; but 
really I can hardly tell you what he said. However I think 
he meant that he had not the trees you wanted, as he had 
planted tiieni last year, but that he would send some which, 
if you ])lanted five or six years in your garden, they would 
be fit to plant out. I told him I fancied you would never 
live to get many of the walnuts. I am sorry for Mr. Cauld- 
wcll, but hope he will not suffer much pain. Our father is 
very tolerable, except now and then colds, which we have 
also had. 

I had letters from Commodore Cornwallis by the Swal- 
low. fie seems to have no doubt but that the AVar will 
soon be brought to an honourable conclusion. I wisli it was 
over. It is thought he will stay there till it is finished, and 
then return Home, and no more Ships be sent out [at] present. 
I may now tell you, that if Kingsmill had gone to India, 
I was to have been his Captain, and the senior one sent out. 
However, that is over for the present. I had a letter from 
Maurice last night. The Navy is to be reduced to 15,000 

’ The family of Sir MorUaunt Martin, Bart., of Burnhnm Hall, in Norfolk. 

u 2 
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men, but not the number of Guard-ships, Suckling^ returns 
to Cambridge to-morrow. Kind love to Mrs. Nelson, my 
Aunt,^ and Compliments to Mr. and Miss Randalls. 

H. N. 

I wish you much sport. Tycho is very well, and has 
afforded me a great deal of amusement. Mrs. Nelson will be 
obliged to Miss Randall to tell her where honey- water is sold 
in Norwich. 


TO n. R. H. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[Autograph draught, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

[Srd November 1792.] 

Sir, 

Your Royal Highness^ will not, I trust, deem it improper, 
(although I have no doubt it will be thought unnecessary,) at 
this time to renew my expressions of invariable attachment 
not only to your Royal Highness, but to my King ; for I 
think very soon every individual will be called forth to show 
himself, if I may judge from this County, where Societies are 

^ His youngest brother, who afterwards entered into Holy orders. 

® Mary Nelson, his father’s eldest sister, whom he frequently mentions 
with great affection in his subsequent Letters. She died unmarried in 
March 1800, in her eighty-third year. 

* Some animadversion having been made on the Duke of Clarence’s Parlia- 
mentary conduct, Nelson appears to have written to his Royal Highness on tlie 
subject, on tho 12th of September 1792 j and after acknowledging the reteipt of 
that Letter, the Prince said, 

** I am so fully persuaded of your real regard for me, my good friend, that lio 
fresh mark can be wanting to convince roe : still, however, at the present mo- 
ment, when the public have two opinions, the one good, the other disadvantage- 
ous of my Parliamentary conduct, I feel highly obliged to you, as a person qiiii- 
lifted to judge, to deliver your sentiments. 1 am by no means a friend to the 
present Minister ; but my conduct can never militate against the good of my 
Country, and I think it is the duty of every citizen to prevent, if possible, that 
confusion which might throw our Kingdom into the wretched, deplorable state of 
France. Assure our common friends in the West Indies, that I will neither ne- 
glect nor desert them. My best wishes and compliments attend Mrs. Nelson, 
and ever believe me yours sincerely — William.” Original^ in the Nelson 
Papers. 
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formed, and forming, on principles certainly inimical to our 
present Constitution both in Church and State, of which our 
Dissenters are the head, and in this County they have great 
riches. Sorry am I to believe that others give a countenance 
to these Societies, who ought to conduct themselves other- 
wise. 

In what way it might be in the power of such an humble 
individual as myself to best serve my King, has been matter 
of serious consideration, and no way appeared to me so pro- 
per as asking for a Ship ; and on Saturday last Lord Cliat- 
iiam received my letter, asking for the command of one; but 
as I have hitherto been disappointed in all my applications to 
his Lordship, I can hardly expect any answer to my letter, 
which has always been the way I have been treated : but nei- 
ther at sea, nor on shore, through the caprice of a Minister, 
can my attachment to my King be shaken ; and which will 
never end but with my life. 

I have been staying some time with my relation, T4ord 
Walpole, near Norwich ; at which place, and near it, the 
Clubs are supported by Members of the Corporation ; and 
they avow that till some of the Nobles and others in Parlia- 
incnt are served as they were in France, they will not be able 
to get their rights. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson.^ 


7 In replj to a Letter wliicli he had written to his friend Captain, afterwards 
I,ord Coll'n»;wood, he received a long Letter, dated on the 14th of November, 
in which Collingwood said, “ I am much obliged to you for your letter, which I 
received lust month ; it was particularly welcome to me, as it brought informa- 
tion of the good health of you and Mrs. Nelson. You must not be displeased 
that I was so long without writing to you. 1 was very anxiously engaged a 
great part of the time, and perhaps sometimes a little lazy : but my regard for 
you, my dear Nelson, my respect and veneration for your character, I hope and 
believe will never lessen. God knows when we may meet again ; unless some 
chance should draw us again to the Sea*shoro. I, however, hope to have long 
the happiness of hearing of your welfare ,” — Original j in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO H. H. H. THK DUKE OF CLARENCE. 


[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 


Burnham, lOth December, 1792, 

Sir, 

I was honoured by your Royal Highness’s letter last night 
and it shall ever be my pride to deserve your Royal Highnes.s’s 
kindness. Respecting my present situation with Lord Hood, 
I can readily and truly answer. We have not for a long 
time had any communication with each other.9 Our familiar 
correspondence ceased on a difference of opinion. In the 
Spanish armament, when almost the whole service were called 
forth, I asked Lord Hood to interest himself with Lord Chat- 
ham, that I might be appointed to a Ship.^ His Lordship 
having declined doing it,^ has prevented my troubling him 
again for his interest or influence. However, in considera- 
tion of our former intimacy, whenever I have gone to Lon- 
don, I have hitherto thought it right to leave my name at liis 
Lordship’s door. I certainly cannot look on Lord Hood as 
my friend ; but I have the satisfaction of knowing, that I 
never gave his Lordship just cause to be my enemy. 


® His Royal Highness, in a Letter of the 6th of December, acknowledged tlio 
receipt of a Letter from Nelson, dated on the 3rd of that month ; Jind after express- 
ing in strong terras his displeasure at Lord Chatham’s treatment of Nelson, ami 
hi.s opinion of the state of Affairs, he generously added, Should matters between 
the two Countrie.s grow serious, you must bo employed. Never be alarmed, 1 
will always stand your friend : I wdsh you would w’rito me w'ord how you am! 
Lord Hood stand at present.” 

^ 'J’he cause of this coolness does not appear ; but it >vas of very short dura- 
tion } and Lord Hood’s friendship for, and admiration of Nelson, wa.s shown on 
every occasion during the remainder of his life. It was scarcely possible for Hvo 
such Officers to have been long alienated from each other. 

* After these words, Nelson originally wrote,*' and made a speech never to l;c 
eftaced from ray memory, viz. that the King was impressed with an unfavourable 
opinion of me,” but he struck out this remarkable passage, thinking, perbaps, 
that it was improper in a Letter to his Majesty’s Son. 

Clarke and M‘ Arthur state, (vol, i. p. 121,) “ That Nelson again applied to 
the Board for employment, on the 5th of December, and after earnestly re(jiu'st- 
ing the command of a Ship, he added, ' Or, if your Lordships should bo 
to appoint me to a cockle-boat, 1 shall feel grateful but that Letter has not Iviui 
found either at the Admiralty, or among the Nelson Papers. There is, iiowuver, 
the following Letter from the Secretary to the Admiralty to Nelson, “ Admi- 
ralty Office, 12th December 1792. Sir, I have received your Letter of the Mb 
instant, expressing your readiness to serve, and 1 kave reud the same to my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.* 
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Our Lord Lieutenant has summoned a meeting of the Nor- 
folk Justices on Tuesday next, the 11th ; and I have no doubt 
but they will resolve to do collectively, what none of them 
chose to do individually — to take away the licenses from those 
public-houses who allow of improper Societies meeting at 
tliein, and to take up those incendiaries who go from ale-house 
to ale-house, advising the poor people to pay no taxes, &c. 
In this neighbourhood, a person of the name of Priestley, a 
clergyman, has held this language to a circle of ten miles 
round him; and, a few days past, I asked a Justice of the 
Peace, ^ Why, as such a man’s conduct was known, that he was 
not taken up V His answer was, ‘ that no Justice would ren- 
der himself unpopular at this time, by being singular ; for 
that his life and property were gone, if the mob arose : but 
that when the Justices all agreed to act in an uniform manner, 
this man should certainly be taken hold of, if he went on with 
such conduct/ 

Tliat the poor labourer should have been seduced by pro- 
mises and hopes of better times, your Royal Highness will not 
wonder at, when I assure you, that they are really in want of 
everything to make life comfortable.^ Part of their wants, 
))crlirips, were unavoidable, from the dearness of every article 
of life; but much has arose from the neglect of the Country 
Gentlemen, in not making their farmers raise their wages, in 
some small proportion, as tlie prices of necessaries increased. 
Tim enclosed ])aper will give your Royal Highness an idea of 
tlicir situation. It is most favourable; but I have been care- 
ful tliat no Country Gentleman should have it in his power 
to say, I had pointed out the wants of the poor greater than 
they really are. Their wages have been raised within these 
tliree weeks, pretty generally, one shilling a week : had it 
been done some time past, tiiey would not have been discon- 
tented, for a want of loyalty is not amongst their faults ; and 
many of their superiors, in many instances, might have imi- 
tated their conduct with advantage. The wise precautions of 
Government have certainly given a vigour to the loyal of 
the Nation, who are most undoubtedly by far the majority ; 


^ Nelson originally wroto, Hunger is a sharp thorn, and they are not only 
want of food sufficient, but of clothes and liring.’* 
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the disaffected join them at present, for fear of being sus- 
pected ; therefore I have no doubt but our tranquillity will 
be restored. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE EARNINGS AND EXPENSES OF A LA- 
BOURER IN NORFOLK, WITH A WIFE AND THREE CHIL- 
DREN, SUPPOSING THAT HE 19 NOT TO BE ONE DAY KKPT 
FROM LABOUR IN THE WHOLE YEAR. 


[Enclosed in the preceding Letter to tho Duke of Clarence.] 

£• s, d. 

One pair of Man’s shoes, 7s., one pair of Women’s, 

4s. 6d,, one pair for each of the three Children, 


I Os. 6cl., and £1 Is. for mending. 

Shoes and Mending . . . .230 

Sliirts, two . . . . , 0 10 0 

Breeches or Jacket . . . .030 

Woman’s and Children’s clothes . .16 0 

Soap, 12 lbs. . . • . . 0 8 10 

Candles, 6 lbs. . . . • .040 

Coals, one chaldron and a half . . . 1 19 0 

House Rent . . . . .200 


8 13 10 

The advanced prices. 

£. s, d. 

From Oct. 10th to March 31st, at 9s. per week . 11 14 0 
From March 3 1st to June 30th, at 8s. per week 5 4 0 

From June 30th to Aug. 24th, turnip-hoeing and 

hay-harvest . . . . . 3 0 0 

Harvest . . . . .220 

Woman’s gleaning . . . . 1 1 ^1 

Total earnings 23 1 
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£. s. d. 

Earnings 23 1 0 

Clothes, &c. 8 13 10 


For food, five people, 14 7 2 

Not quite twopence a day for each person ; and to drink 
notliing but water, for beer our poor labourers never taste, 
unless they are tempted, which is too often the case, to go 
to the Alehouse. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M*Artbur, vol. i. p. 153.] 

London, 7th January, 1793, 

Post nuhila Pheehus : — After clouds comes sunshine. The 
Admiralty so smile upon me, that really I am as much sur- 
prised as wlien they frowned. Lord Chatham yesterday made 
many apologies for not having given me a Ship before this 
time, and said, that if I chose to take a Sixty-four to begin 
with, I should be appointed to one as soon as she was ready ; 
and whenever it was in his power, I should be removed into 
a Seventy-four. Everything indicates War.^ One of our 
Ships, looking into Brest, has been fired into:^ the shot is now 
at the Admiralty. You will send my Father this news, 
which I am sure will please him. Love to Josiah, and be- 
lieve me 

Your most affectionate, 

EIoratio Nelson. 


® War with France was declared on the 11th of February 1793. 

® riie Clnlders sloop, commanded by Captain, atlerwards Admiral Sir Robert 
B.,rlow, G.C.B., was fired upon by the batteries at Brest, and one shot struck 
her. 
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TO COMMODOBE LOCKER, SHEEBNE8S. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers. Nelson was appointed to the com- 
mand of the Agamemnon 64, on the 30th of January 1793. Captain Locker’s 
Broad Pendant was then flying on board the Sandwich, as Commander-in-chief 
at the Nore.] 

Burnham, January 26th, 1793. 

My dear Sir, 

Lord Hood tells me that I am now fixed for the Agamemnon 
at Chatham, and that whatever men are raised for her, will 
be taken care of on board the Sandwich. I have sent out a 
Lieutenant and four Midshipmen to get men at every Sea-port 
in Norfolk, and to forward them to Lynn and Yarmouth : niy 
friends in Yorkshire and the North tell me they will send 
what men they can lay hands on to the Regulating Captains at 
Whitby and Newcastle. The name of the Ship was fixed for 
the avowed purpose of my raising men for her, therefore I 
hope if any men from London are inclined to enter for her, 
you will not turn your back on them, as although my bills arc 
dispersed over this County, &c. I have desired that no bills 
may be stuck up in London, till my Commission is signed. 
Lord Hood has been very civil indeed. I think we may 
be good friends again. From what Lord Howe writes idc, 
I think the Sliip will be commissioned within a fortnight, 
and I shall join her directly. Mrs. Nelson joins in kindest 
respect with 

Your obliged and affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE LOCKER. 

[ From Charnock’s Riograj»hical Memoirs of Nelson,” Appendix, p. ‘13. Hio 
original Letter is not now in the Locker Papers.] 

^Navy Office, February 6tb, 

My dear Sir, 

I shall join my Ship to-morrow, and if possible will get to 
Sheerness to pay my respects to you, but fear it must be 
Friday. The Lieutenant and Master join the Ship with me; 
and I have to request, as I liear an Admiral is coming down, 
that you will have the goodness to discharge Maurice Siick- 

10 
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ling,^ and such men as may be on board the Sandwich, into 
the Agamemnon. Pray have you got a Clerk which you can 
recommend? I want one very much: I urge nothing; I 
know your willingness to serve. 

The Duke of Clarence desires me to say that he requests 
you will discharge Joseph King ® into the Agamemnon, or 
that I am welcome to any other man, to assist me in fitting 
out : he is but poorly, but expresses the greatest satisfac- 
tion at the Appointment you are likely to succeed to,9 and 
in which no one rejoices more than your affectionate, 

HoiiATio Nelson. 


TO THE llEV. MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGII, BRANDON. 

[Autograph, iti the Nelson Papers.] 

Chatham, February 10th, 179J, 

My dear Brother, 

1 have just received your letter. I shall be in town tO' 
morrow, and speak about Mr. Mason; but I apprehend he 
must pass his examination at Surgeons^ Hall, for wliich I 
will ])rocurc an order, and let you know. Surgeons* Mates 
arc very scarce (keep that to yourself.) I have the pleasure 
of telling you that my Ship is, without exception, the finest 
(if in the service, and has the character of sailing most re- 
markably well. I have only got a few men, and very hard 
i lulled they are to be got, and without a press 1 have no idea 
our Fleet can be manned. The Lieutenants arc Martin Hin- 

’ Son of his cousin W. Suckling, Esq,, of \Vooton,near Norwich : ho is often 
moiitioned. Vide p. 100. 

^ Tha Duke of Clarence, in reply to N.dsou’s Letter respecting t!»is man, 
wrote, “ My motive for discharging Joseph King, was in order to promote him; 
hut if you think it will be in your power to be serviceable to him, keep him 
by all means ; and ever believe mo yours sincerely, William.’’ — Original, in the 
Nelson Papers. Joseph King has been already mentioned, vide p. ‘257. 

^ Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital, which situation Captain 
hocker obtained on the 15th of February following, in tho room of Captain 
•Limes Ferguson, deceased, who is mentioned in Nelson’s Letters, p. 7, ante. 
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ton,* first ; Joseph Bullen,^ second; third, vacant ; W. Allison, 
fourth ; Thomas Edmunds, fifth ; John Wilson, Master ; Cus- 
tar, Surgeon; Fellowes, Purser; all good in their respective 
stations, and known to me, except the Surgeon.^ I am obliged 
by Mr. Randall’s good wishes. Pray remember me to them 
all. To all appearance, it will be the end of March before we 
leave the Medway. Love to Mrs. Nelson, and my Aunt, and 
believe me, 

Your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Shall enquire about the Chaplain on Tuesday, but hear 
they are pretty full. 


TO THE REV. MR. NELSON, HlLBOUOUGIl. 

[Autograph, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

February 14th, 179;j, 

My dear Brother, 

We have nothing new here. I shall go down to my Shij) 
to-morrow morning, but I hope to be able to get two days at 
Ililborougli, whilst Mrs. Nelson is with you. Mr. Mason 
must pass an examination at Surgeons’ Hall before he can be 
appointed, a thing by no means difficult. He must be in 
London before the 7th of Marcli, as tliat is the examining 
day. I would advise him to be at the Navy Office the 
5th, to get his order from the Board, without wliich they will 
not examine him. Tell Mr. Randall that his old shipmate, 


* Promoted to the rank of Commander in 1795, for hU services in the Aga- 
memnon. 

“ This respected Officer is now an Admiral of the Blue. 

^ Tho Officers who served with Captain Nelson in the Agamemnon, according 
to Clarke and J\r Arthur, from the 1st of January 1793 to the 10th of 
1790, were, Lieutenants, Martin Jlinton, Wenman Allison, Thomas Edmonds 
Joseph Bullen, George Andrews, William Lucas, Maurice W. Suckling, Edward 
Chetham, Peter Spicer, James Summers, James Noble, Henry Compton, Lmn’S 
M‘ Arthur, and Edward Berry; Surgeons, John Roxburgh, Cornwall Reynolds, 
and Thomas VVeatherstone ; Master, John Wilson ; Purser, Thomas Fellowes, 
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Captain Locker, is to be appointed Lieutenant-Governor of 
Greenwich Hospital. Love to all with you, and believe me, 
Yours most affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER. ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Chatham, February 21st, 1793. 

My dear Sir, 

Most truly do I rejoice at your appointment, and hope you 
will derive every comfort from it. I am very much disposed 
to like Mr. Fellowes, ^and have told him so, and that every 
protection of mine he shall certainly have, against a waste 
of his stores, &c. ; but that he must be very careful that no 
just cause of complaint can be made against him, fori will 
not suffer any poor fellow to be lessened of his due. He seems 
perfectly to understand me, and I dare say we shall do very 
well together. Don’t be in a hurry about the Charts. I 
shall sec you before we sail, llemember me to your sons, and 
believe me, 

Yours most affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON, AT IIILBOIIOUGII. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. i. p. 12-1.] 

Chatham, 15th March, 1793. 

If the wind is to the Northward of West, we go down the 
River to-morrow, and are ordered to proceed to Spitlicad with 
all possible dispatch, as we are wanted. Lord Hood^ writes 
me word, for immediate service ; and hints, we are to go a 
cruise, and then to join liis Fleet at Gibraltar : therefore! am 
anxious to get to Spilhead. I never was in better health ; 


^ Purser of the Agamemnon. 

® Lord Hood, then Vice-Admiral of the Red, had shortly before been appointed 
Cominander*in>Chief in the Mediterranean. 
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and I hope you intend a new lease of your life : the not tyin^ 
up any of the money left you,® I consider as a confidence 
reposed in me, and I shall take care that it is not misplaced. 

I am, &c., 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON, KENTISH TOWN. 

[From Clarke and M'Artbur, vol, i. p. 124.] 

Sbeerness, April 14tli, 1793. 

Although I have not been out of the Ship since I wrote to 
you last, yet I know you wish to hear frequently from mo. 
The wind is now got to the Westward, and we are unmooring 
to go out to the Nore, where I suppose our stay will be very 
short. I had a visit from the Admiral^ yesterday, to examine 
my Ship; and I can say with truth, she is getting into high 
order, although we are upwards of a hundred short of comple- 
ment ; yet I think we shall be far from ill-manned, even if the 
rest arc not so good as they ought to be. The Surgeon seems 
to be a very good sort of man : indeed I have reason to he 
satisfied at present with every Officer in the Ship. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


® By Uncle, Mr. Herbert, President of Nevis, who died on the UJtli .fanu- 
ary 1793, 

Apparently Vice-Admiral John Dalryrople, Comraander-in-Cbief, in tlie 
Sandwich, at the Nore, 
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TO GEORGE ROSE, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE TREASURY. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers. The date of this Letter is not 
given, but the answer of the Lords of the Treasury, acquainting him that the 
Collector at Nevis could not legally be required by the Treasury to remit the 
proceeds in question, and recommending him to apply to the Collector himself, 
was dated on the 20th April, 1793. On the same paper. Nelson made a memo- 
randum to write to the Admiralty for an order to Captain Patrick Lynn, to 
receive my volunteers, and to pay their conduct money from, the places they re- 
spectively enter with me.’ ] 

[April, 1793.] 

Sir, 

On an application made by me in the year 1789, (and on 
which Mr. Stanley, Attorney-General of the Leeward Islands, 
gave in a Report approving of the propriety of my application,) 
that the net proceeds of four American vessels seized by his 
Majesty’s Ship Boreas, under my command, should be trans- 
mitted to the Receiver-General of his Majesty’s Customs, and 
their Lordships having been pleased to give an order to that 
effect, I yesterday, (as two of the said Vessels, viz. the Her- 
cules and Nancy Pleasant, were finally condemned by the 
Lords of Appeal, affirming the sentence of the Vice- Admiralty 
Court of Nevis,) made application for the moiety of the net 
proceeds of the said Vessels, when I was acquainted that the 
monies had not been transmitted to the Receiver-General of 
the Customs, but that since the affirming the sentence of con- 
demnation, the Board of Customs had ordered the Collector 
and Comptroller of the Customs of Nevis to remit the King’s 
share of those seizures, Hercules and Nancy Pleasant. 

Now, I have to request that you will be pleased to move their 
Lordships that they will order the whole amount of the 
seizures, Hercules and Nancy Pleasant, to be remitted to Eng- 
land, that the Officers and Ship’s company of his Majesty’s 
Ship Boreas may be paid the prize-money due to tliem, and 
which they can hardly ever hope to obtain should my request 
not be complied with. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO THE REVEKEND MR. NELSON. HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Nore, April 18th, 179:3. 

My dear Brother, 

As I know you wish to hear how we go on, I write you, 
although as to news, can tell you none ; for we have not had 
a boat on shore this week past. Before this gets to you I 
dare say we shall be gone from hence, although my orders 
are not yet on board. I not only like the Ship, but think I 
am well appointed in Officers, and we are manned exceedingly 
well ; therefore have no doubt but we shall acquit ourselves 
well, should the French give us a meeting, You will sec by 
the Downs’ List when we get there, and shall be glad to hear 
from you at Portsmouth, at wdiich place we shall be by the 
time you see us in the Downs List. I understand from 
second-hand that we are to carry out the West India Convoy. 
To me it is perfectly indifferent to what quarter of the world 
we go: with a good Ship, and Ship’s company we can come to 
no harm. W e appear to sail very fast : we went, coming out, 
nearly as fast, without any sail, as the Robust did under her 
topsails. Josiah*^ is with me ; yesterday, it blowing a smart 
gale, he was a little sea-sick. Remember me kindly to Mrs. 
Nelson, and our Aunt, and believe me, 

Y'ourniost affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke ond McArthur, vol. i. p. 124 ] 

Spithead, April 29th, 179.), 

We arrived at Spithead last night, and this morning have 
got my orders to go to Sea until the 4th of IVIay, when I shall 
be at Portsmouth. Lord Hood will then be there, uud it is 
now certain that I am going with him. We arc all well: 


* Josiab Nisbet, bis step-sou, aftervt'ards a Post Captain, who tbon euierwl ibe 
Navy. 
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iiuleetl, nobody can be ill with iny Ship’s company, they are 
so fine a set. Don’t mind what newspapers say about us. 
God bless you. 

Houatio Nelsox. 

Spithead, April 30tl), 1793. 

We should have gone to Sea yesterday,^ but it blew so 
strong we could not get up our anchors ; and to-day, unless 
tlie wind changes in the afternoon, we shall not get out to 
Sea, which is a great mortification to me; for something might 
be done, if we were at Sea, and I fear orders may come to stop 
us. 1 must he here on Sunday at the farthest, as Lord 
Hood sails, if the wind is fair, on Thursday, May 9th. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. nelson. 

[From Clarke and jVI^Aiibur. vol. i. p. 121.] 

Spitbead, May 6lb 1793. 

I arrived here last night, and rather expected to have seen 
you here; but i\Ir. Matcham ' told you right, there is no cer- 
tainty in winds and waves. We had some blowing weather, 
hut nothing for Agamemnon to mind. We fell in with two 
French- frigates, and two armed Vessels, who got into La 
Hogue harbour, where we could not follow for want of a pilot. 
I was again ordered to Sea this morning, but am now stopped, 
as niy Ship wants many things before she sails for the Medi- 
terranean. Lord Hood is expected to-night. Maurice^ 


“ The l-.ite. Capt.iin Sir William Hosto, Itart,, K.C.B., one of the most distin- 
guished Ofllirors in the Rritish Navy, comintMicctl his career in tho Ap^amem- 
non at this time j and bis Letters to his family while in that Ship, publisheil 
inliis “ Memoirs,” (8vo. 1833,) afford much interostiiig iiifonuution respectinj,^ 
hor proceedings. 

’ His brother-in-law, Gcorgo Matcham, Esq. 

^ Mr. lloste says tho Agamemnon left Spitbead on the 1st of May; and he 
calls those Ships “ Dulcli,'*-—Afemoir8, vol. i. p. 9. 

^ His eldest brother Maurice \elson. 

VOL. I. 
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came to me, and it blew so hard I could not land him: lie 
consequently went to Sea with us. 

Believe me, most affectionately yours, 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON . 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol, i. p, 126.] 

Agamemnon, twelve leagues n.w. of the Island of Guernsey, 
18th May, 179:L 

Tliis is not the first Squadron sent out to do notliing, and 
worse than nothing. I suppose wc arc to stay here until 
Lord Hood arrives, which I think will not be this week to 
come. We have spoke many Neutral vessels from the Lreneh 
Ports, who tell us, that Nantes, Bourdeanx, and rOricnt, are 
filled will) English prizes to the French ])rivatcers and Irri- 
gates. This information makes us feel more uneasy. 

May 19th, off the T.i/anl. 

We are going to-morrow to Falmouth, for further orders, 
I think we shall sec Torbay before we leave England. 

1 am, &:c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REV. MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, S. B. E., ten leagues off the T.i/anl. 

[About the 20tli or ‘25tli May, 179.1.] 

My dear Brother, 

Although you will say, when you liave read the letter, that 
I had notliing to communicate, yet I know you like to liear 
that nothing, though the po.stage will he so very great that I liad 
thoughts of not writing. What wc have been sent out lor is 
best known to the Great Folks in London: to us, it a])}H ns 
only to hum the Nation and make tools of us, for whero 
have been stationed, from ten to twenty leagues to the out- 
ward of Guernsey, no Enemy was likely to be mot with, oi 
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where we could protect our own trade. Thus five Ships have 
been sported with. I don’t like it, nor does our Admiral.'*' 
We are to be off Falmouth to-morrow, and expect fresli or- 
ders, or to be joined by Lord Hood. I think Torbay will finish 
this cruise. The French have ci^ht Sail of the Line in dif- 
ferent parts of the Bay, and six Frigates; three of each are 
always at Sea, and England not able or willing to send a 
Squadron to interrupt them. My Ship sails well ; very few 
will outsail her, and she is very tolerably manned. Josiah is 
with me, and desires to be remembered. Give my best 
ronicmbrances to Mrs. Nelson, and our Aunt. Believe mo, 
Your most affectionate Brother, 

Houat[o Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. 125, where it is erroneously assigned 
to the (itli of July.] 

5tl) June, S. W. sixteen leagues from Scillr. 

I expected, when Lord Hood joined, that we should have 
gone to Gibraltar; but what his instructions or orders are, I 
cannot guess. I have not seen liini since he joined us, a fort- 
night to morrow ; nor had even a boat hoisted out. Our 
weather, although not bad, has been very unpleasant — foggy 
with drizzling rain. Agamemnon sails admirably; we think 
better titan any Sliip in the Fleet. Our force is eleven Sail of 
the Line, Frigates, &c. &c., and in very tolerable order. We 
have liad some Naval evolutions when the weather would per- 
mit. I shall pay our Admiral a visit as soon as an op|)()rtu- 
nity offers, and leave this letter with Captain Knight,^ God 
bless you. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


^ V'ice-Admiral of the While, William Ilothniu, who was ciealed a IV'or ot 
Indnnd in March 1707, and died in IRKl. 

Laptuin John Knight, Flag-('aptuin to Lord Hood, in the \ icicry. lie coin* 
’Hiiiidfid the Montague of 74. guns in the Battle of Camperuown, foi whicli lio 
receivt'd a Medal, and died Admiral Sir John Knight, K.C.lL.iu June 

V o 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, rol. i. p. lS5,j 

Off Cape St. Vincent, 1 1th June, 1793, 

I sent you a few lines by a vessel in a Convoy we spoke this 
day week off Scilly, and which turned out to be the Fleet we 
were waiting to protect ; and the East Indiarnen passing us 
the same evening, relieved us from a very unpleasant station. 
We have had the finest passage and weather possible, but 
have seen nothing except a poor miserable National brig/> 
which one of the Ships took* I paid Lord Hood a visit a few 
days back, and found him very civil : I dare say we shall be 
good friends again. Six Sail of the Line have just parted 
company, going to Cadiz to water, of which number is Aga- 
memnon. We shall be in Cadiz to-morrow at twelve o’clock, 
as well as Lord Hood at Gibraltar. We are all well; my Ship 
remarkably healthy. 

I am, &c., 

IIoRx\Tio Nelson. 


TO THE REV. MR. NELSON, HILROROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, ten leagues off Cadiz, June ir)tli, 1793. 

My dear Brother, 

After cruising oft’ Scilly with Lord Hood for a fortnight, 
in very unpleasant weather, the arrival of the Mediterranean 
Convoy relieved us from a station wliere we could hardly ex- 
pect to see an Enemy, and the last India Convoy passhig ns 
in the evening, made Lord Hood quite satisfied. We are nine 
days from Scilly; a very good passage for a Fleet : and 
during our run have taken nothing but a miserable National 
brig of eight guns. If we go on so, wc .shall soon make for- 
tunes. 

Last night six Sail of us parted from Lord Hood to 
water at Cadiz, in order that no time may be lost in watering 

® Le Vanneau of 6 guns, taken in the Bay of Biscay, by the Colossus 
Captain Charles Morico Pole. 
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so large a Fleet at Gibraltar. This morning at day [light] we 
fell in with a Spanish eighty-gun Ship, ninety mounted : there 
being very little wind, and we the only Ship near her, and 
fancying her to be French, we fully expected a trimming; 
for we must have been in action near an hour before any 
Ship could have come to our assistance. However, as we sail 
well, that is to come. My Ship is remarkably healthy ; my- 
self and Josiah never better. Letters directed for me at 
Gibraltar will come safe: whether the Foreign postage must 
be paid I don’t know. It will give me pleasure to hear from 
you, and whenever I have an opportunity and anything to 
communicate, you may be assured of hearing from me. Give 
iny kind love to Mrs. Nelson and my Aunt, and believe me, 
Your affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

June 17. — The Cadiz Vessels just going to leave us. The 
Dons have twenty-three Sail of the IJne ready to join us. 
Time must discover what we are going after. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. i, p. 126.] 

Agamemnon, at Sea, Sunday, 23rd June. 

We came out 7 this morning, having completed our Ship 
with everything except wine, which is to be done at Gibraltar. 
The Spaniards have been very civil to us. We dined on 
board tlie Concepcion of one hundred and twelve guns, with 
the Admiral ; and all restraints of going into their Arsenals and 
Dock-yards were removed. They have four First-rates in com- 
mission at Cadiz, and very fine Ships, but shockingly manned. 
If those twenty-one Sail of the Line, which we are to join in 
the Mediterranean, are not better manned, they cannot be of 
much use. I am certain if our six Barges' crews, who are 
picked men, had got on board one of their First rates, they 
would have taken her. The Dons may make fine Ships, — they 
cannot, however, make men. 


’ From Cadiz. 
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A bull-feast was exhibited, for which the Spaniards arc 
famous ; and from their dexterity in attacking and killing of 
these animals, the ladies choose their husbands. We Englisli 
had certainly to regret the want of humanity in the Dons and 
Donnas. The amphitheatre will hold 16,000 people: about 
12,000 were present. Ten bulls were selected, and one 
brought out at a time. Three cavaliers on horseback, and 
footmen with flags, were the combatants. We had what is 
called a fine feast, for five horses were killed, and two men 
very much hurt: had they been killed, it would have been 
quite complete. We felt for the bulls and horses; and I own 
it would not have displeased me to have had some of the 
Dons tossed by the enraged animal. How women can even 
sit out, much more applaud, such sights, is astonishing. It 
even turned us sick, and we could hardly go through it : the 
dead mangled horses with the entrails torn out, and the bulls 
covered with blood, were too much. However, we have seen 
one bull-feast, and agree that nothing shall tempt us to see 
another. The better sort of people never miss one, if within 
reach of them ; and the lowest will sell his jacket, or go with- 
out his victuals, rather than be absent. 


Gibraltar^ .Juno ‘J 1. 


P.S. — We arrived here last night, and in a few days’ sail 
shall be up the ]\Iediterranean. God bless and preserve you. 

IfouATio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 

[From Charnock’s “ Biogra[ihical Memoirs of Nelson,’* Appendix, p. 1’. 
original is not now in the Locker Papers.] 

(jibraltar, Juno iCJ.k 

My dear Friend, 

We arrived here last night from Cadiz, where six Sail ul 
the Line have been to water, 1 have got for you a cask of, 
I hope, good sherry, which I shall take an early op])ortimit) o 
sending home, and which 1 beg you to accept as a proof ot 
remenibranco. We have done notliing, and the same pi 
appears before us: the French cannot come out, and we ha\i 
no means of getting at them in Toulon. We are lobe joiiK’^ 
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ofF Barcelona by twenty-one Sail of tlie Line, Spanish : if they 
are no better manned than those at Cadiz, much service can- 
not be expected of them, altliough, as to Ships, I never saw 
finer Men-of-War. The Lord‘d is in a hurry to get from here : 
we think he is to hoist the Union. If anything interesting 
should happen, you may be assured I will let you know it, 
for believe me, with groat truth. 

Your most obliged and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

Keniember me kindly to all your family, Kingsmill, &c. 


TO n. R. JLTIIE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

1 Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. It would seem from a Letter from Nelson 
(o Ills Royal Highness, dated from the 14th of July to the 8th of August, (in 
Clarke and M ‘Arthur, p. y) that this Letter was not forwarded. The ma- 
terial variationa between the two Letters are given in the Notes.] 

Agamemnon, oif Cape St. Sebastian, 
14th July 171>3, to 4th of August. 

Sir, 

The Fleet sailed from Gibraltar on the '27th June, (as I 
wrote your Royal Iligliness by Hoyle,‘^ was Lord Hood’s in- 
tention,) and a Convoy of fifty Sail of Mercluint Ships, with a 
brisk wind at West, and soon got off Cape de Gatte, since 
wliieh lime we have had either l.cvanters or calms. Off the 
(viipe, L’Aigle was sent to Rarcclona with letters for the 
SjKmish Admiral, and the Iris to Tripoli, and the Convoy left 
with St. Albans, Castor, Bulldog, and some other Frigates. 
We have spoke very many Neutral vessels, but no informa- 
tion which, in my opinion, could be depended on ; some say- 
ing, tliat Monsieur Egalite was beheaded, and the other Jaco- 
bins who were in continenient at Marseilles — that the French 
had taken three Spanish frigates, and had nearly thirty Sail of 
thol.ine ready for Sea at ’roulon^^' — but as this last information 

^ Lord Hood novor h<)i.'stod tlm Luion Flag. 

^ 1 ho Honourable Captain Courtonay lloylo, (vide J). 247,) then a Lieutenant 
who was sent liuino from dibraltar, with Hospatches, in command ot the fox 
cutter. 

Vidrp..T21. 
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we knew to be false, much credit has not, I suppose, been 
^‘iven to the other. Indeed, we now know that not a Spanish 
frigate has been taken. 

W e saw a Fleet off Alicant on the close of the 7th, and 
lay-to mid-channel between that place and Ivi 9 a. At day, 
light we formed our line, and soon perceived them to be the 
Spanish Fleet, twenty-four Sail of the Line. The Dons did 
not, after several hours’ trial, form anything which could be 
called a Line of Battle ahead. However, after answering our 
private signals, the Spanish Admiral sent down two Frigates, 
with answers to Lord Hood’s letters by I’Aigle, acquainting 
him, that as his Fleet was sickly 1900 men, he was going to 
Carthagena. The Captain of the Frigate said, “It was no 
wonder they were sickly, /or they had been sivty days at Sca.'^ 
This speech to us appeared ridiculous ; for from the circum- 
stance of having been longer than that time at Sea, do wo 
attribute our getting healthy. It has stamped with me the 
extent of their nautical abilities: long may they remain in 
their present state. It appeared odd to me that no salutes 
whatever took place. Leda^ was sent on the 9th to Barce- 
lona; and yesterday, the 13th, the Frigates joined the Fleet. 
InglefiekD brings nothing new respecting the Toulon Fleet, 
except that the French are preparing their Ships with forgvs 
for shot. This information I humbly think, (if true,) would 
have been as well kept secret; but as it is known, we must 
take care to get so close that their red sliots can do no mis- 
chief. The Fleet received orders yesterday,* to consider Mar- 
seilles and Toulon as invested, and to take all Vessels of wliat- 
ever Nation, bound into those Ports. This lias ])lcasid us; 
and may possibly induce these red-hot gentlemen to come out." 

Our Fleet is healthy : we sail in three Divisions, led by 
Victory, Colossus, and Agamemnon. We do not keep in so 

® The I.eda, .36 guns, commanded by Captain, afterwards Admiral Sir George 
Camjjbell, he died in January 1U‘21, 

' Captain John Nicholson Inglefudd, of I’Aigle, .36 guns, who was Aciinj; 
First Captain of Lord Hood’s Fleet, in 1794, was made Cornmis.sioi.'^r ol tlie 
Navy at Corsica, and afterwards at Gibraltar. 

^ July 14. 

® “ If we mak.'> these red-hot ^eiitleinrn liungry, they mav he induced to coiixi 
out. ' — Chpv in Clarke and M ‘Arthur, vol. i. p. 198. 
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compact an order as we ought, ^nd the Lord does not spare 
signals.** 

ISth. — On the 16th, ;n the afternoon, we made Cape Sicie, 
two leagues from Toulon, and saw three Sail to leeward ; 
the Leda and Illustrious were sent in chase. Between nine 
and ten at night, a firing of half- an- hour was heard from them ; 
when, I believe, every person in the Fleet expected to have 
seen some of the Enemy’s Ships brought in. It was the 17th 
at noon, before they joined us, with a Corvette^ which Leda 
took that morning. The Ships they fired at the night before 
were three French frigates, who, after giving and receiving fire, 
got away from them. The account we have hitherto heard, has 
only been from a disappointed Flag-ship. I pretend not to 
give an opinion : the following circumstances arc allowed to 
be facts ; viz. that our Ships outsailed them, by getting along- 
side near enough to have men killed in each Ship (the Master 
of the Illustrious^’ one of them). It was a bright moon till 
twelve o’clock, and very little wind all night.^ 

We liave not yet looked into Toulon, but are now, six p. m. 
18th, only four leagues off. The Lord told us some days 
ago, that a Frigate was going to Genoa and Leghorn, by which 
conveyance I intended to have sent your Royal Highness this 
account of our proceedings. I conceive that every movement 
of this Fleet you will like to know. As 1 have before observed, 
those in the Fleet who are more able to write than myself, may 
possibly tell you these circumstances, and in a manner more 
concise for your Royal Highness’ perusal. Mine is little else 
but a Journal, which I shall be glad if you approve of re- 
ceiving. 

On the 19th, the Fleet stood close into Toulon, and sent in 
a Flag of Truce,^ which has given us information that the 
French have sixteen Sail of the Line in the outer road of Tou- 
lon, and five Sail fitting in the harbour. I think they will 

This passage is omitted . — IbUL 
L* Eclair of '2'2 guns. 

^ I’he Illustrious 74, Captain Thomas Lennox Frederick, afterwards an Admiral. 

^ This Affair does not appear to be noticed by any of our Naval Historians. 

” “It is an universal conc(M*n that they were not brought in, not that either 
party is absolutely blamed .*’ — Clarke AP Arthur, p. 128. 

* “ To propose an exchange of prisoners.” — Ibid, The next paragraph, 
“ 'vliich has given us informaUon,*’ &c., does not occur. — Jbid. 
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soon he so tired, and angry at being blocked up, that they 
will come out. We have experienced for three days^ lately a 
very heavy gale of wind. We are much alarmed for the 
Berwick, who, by her signals, was in great distress, and 
bore away before the wind : a Frigate, (Tyler,®) was sent after 
her, but could not get to her.^ Lcda lost her mainmast and 
otherwise damaged, and got to Leghorn. 

On the 25th of July the Flag of Truce joined from 
Toulon ; the Enemy did not give us a clear answer whether 
they would exchange prisoners with us. They have seven- 
teen Sail of the Line ready for sea and four fitting, the 
Commerce de Marseilles one of them : she carries 136 guns, 
having guns on her gangways : the prisoners believe her 
sides are so thick that our shot will not go through them ; 
and that she can with ease take the Victory. VVe form 
various conjectures whether they will come out or not; in my 
opinion they will: when they have twenty-one Sail ready and 
we under twenty, the people will force them out.] 

To this, 3rd of August, we have not heard of the Berwick. 
A Convoy was expected from Tunis of twenty-five Sail, with 
two Sail of the liinc, three Frigates, and two Corvettes ; but 1 
make no doubt they have information of our being on the 
Coast, and will unload their Merchant-ships, and secure the 
Men-of-War, as they have done at Genoa and Leghorn. 

[August 5th. — From the 26th we have been lying off 
Toulon. Yesterday an ex|)ress came from Captain Inglc- 
field, that he had been insulted by two French Frigates in 
Genoa Mole, who hauled alongside of him, entangled their 
yards, and in every way insulted him. The Alcide and two 
Frigates immediately sailed to liberate him.] 

[August 8th. — We are steering to the Eastward, goiii';- (o 
show ourselves off Nice, fifteen Sail of the Line: ihet 
healthy.] 

We*^ are in daily expectation of seeing his Royal Highness 

‘ “Until the — I/mL 

* 'I'he Meleager. 

^ “ Uut unfortunately rni.ssed her in a heavy squall. Loda sprung her main iiml 
fore-masts, carried away her main-yard, and went for Leghorn, attended by 
Ilomney.'” 

* 'I'he panigraphs W'ithin brackets are iiisorted from Clarke and M‘Arthur. 

* 'I’his and the next paragraph are oniitted in Clarke and M^Aitliur. 



plince Augustus^’ in the Fleet, and shall then hope for an op- 
portunity of sending this account. 

August 4th. — Admiral Cosby ^ has just sent me word that 
his Iloyal Highness will not be many hours in the Fleet, and 
that he is to go to England in the Aquilon:^ therefore I send 
this letter on board him, as 1 may be detached from the Fleet 
on the look out. Believe me, 

Your Boyal Highness’s 
Most attached and faithful Servant, 

IIouATio Nelson. 


'I’O mils. MXSON. 

[From Clarke and M'Artbur, vol. i. p. 1'20.] 

Gulf of Lyons, July loth, 

There seem to be no French Ships at sea, at least we have 
seen nothing like one. We fell in with the Spanish Fleet a 
week ago, returning into Fort, I believe glad we are arrived ; 
and they mean to leave us the honour of keejung the French 
in order. I really cx])ect never to see them again. Lord 
Hood is tolerably good friends with me. 

18th. — We have just got a French Sloop-of-War of 18 guns, 
hound from Marseilles to Toulon.*'^ llemember me most 
kindly to our good father. 

1 am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


Croiiied Duke of Sussex, in 1801. 

’ \ ice-Aihniral of the Blue, Bhipps Cosbv> in the Windsor Caslle j and third 
ill comiuiind of the Fb’et : he died un Admiral of the Red in January 1808. 

Admiral, the Honourable Sir Robert Stopford, G.C.IL, 
O.C.M.t ,, Ucar-Admiral of England, and Governor ol (ireciiwicb Hospital. 

■' 1 bis apture is not noticed in the Printed List of \ essels taken during the 
n the London Gazette. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M ‘Arthur, vol. i. p, 129.] 

August 4th, off Toulon. 

The Admiral has just sent us word, that the Aquilon will 
proceed to England with Prince Augustus, I therefore send 
this letter on board, in case Agamemnon should be on the look 
out ; for as we sail fast we are always employed. Whether 
the French intend to come out seems uncertain : they have a 
force equal to us. Our Jacks would be very happy to see it ; 
and, as our Fleet is in the fullest health, I dare say we 
slioLild give a good account of them. I hardly think the War 
can last; for what arc we at War about .? How I long to 
have a letter from you : next to being with you, it is the 
greatest pleasure I can receive. The being united to such a 
good woman, I look back to as to the happiest period of my 
life; and as I cannot here show my affection to you, I do it 
doubly to Josiah, who deserves it, as well on bis own account 
as on yours, for he is a real good boy, and most affectionately 
loves me. Captains Lutwidge^ and Mann - have been very ill. 
Lord Hood has sent to offer me a Seventy-four, but I have 
declined it; as the Admiralty chose to put me into a Sixty- 
four, there I stay. I cannot give up my Officers. Lord Hood 
approved of my reasons; so far well. If I have not an 
opportunity of writing to my good Father, send my kiiulest 
remembrances to him. God bles.s you, and believe me. 

Your most affectionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


' Afterwards Admiral Lutwidge, who is so often mentioned: he then coin- 
inatided tlie I’errible, of 74 guns. 

^ CaiJiuin Robert Mann, of the Medford, who will bo again noticed. He died 
an Admiral of the Rod, in Septmubor 1813. 
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TO II. R. H. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 


[Autog‘rnj)li draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 


Agamemnon, off Toulon, August 5th, 1793. 

Sir, 

I had wrote your Royal Higliness two letters of our pro- 
ceedings since the Fleet left Gibraltar, but having lost the 
opportunity of sending them when our different Shi})s went 
for Leghorn, I shall now only inclose you a kind of Journal 
of our proceedings which (if not received from others in the 
Fleet) you may wish to know. I am sure your Royal High- 
ness will believe that if any communication from me can he 
satisfactory, that I have the greatest pleasure in ever anticipat- 
ing your wishes. Lord Hood has given us notice that his 
Royal Highness Prince Augustus is expected in the Fleet 
and 1 hear Acjuilon is to carry him to England, by which Ship 
I intend to send this letter. 

I remain. 

Your Royal Highness’s most attached, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CHARLES LONG,* ESQ., JOINT SECRETARY 
TO THE TREASURY. 

[Autograph draught, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, off Toulon, August 7th, 1793. 

Sir, 

Your letter,* dated April 20th, of which I enclose a copy, I 
did not receive till niy arrival at Gibraltar; therefore it has 
been totally out of my power to take any steps to receive the 
prize-money due to tlie Ship’s company under my command, 
nor is it possible that every poor seaman can go to Nevis, to 
receive his money from the Collector of the Customs. They 
look up to their Captain as their friend and protector, and 
it was my intention, if the money was paid me, to adver- 

^ Afterwards Lord Farnbovough, CJ.C.R. 

^ Vide p. 303, ante. 
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tise the distribution of it in liondon, when every Officer 
and Seaman, or their relatives, would be on the spot. 

I must bog leave to observe that the amount was lodged in 
the King’s chest, sealed up in bags, as a place of security, till 
the cause was determined. I humbly hope their Lordships 
will be pleased to order the money^to England, or such other 
measures as in their wisdom they shall judge proper. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, rol. i. p. 130.] 

Agamemnon, off Nice, August, 8tl», 

The French here are in a wretched state of confusion : an 
Army is marched from Marseilles to Paris, and a Civil War 
seems inevitable. The Aquilon is joining the Fleet. 


August I'Otli, off Toulon. 

The Convoy for England is just in sight, therefore I shall 
not miss the opportunity of writing to you and my Father. 
Marseilles, I am sure, would almost be put into our hands, if 
we acted against it. They wish for nothing more than our 
possessing it, w’hen they would get something to eat : they in 
general arc now almost starving; only six days’ provisions in 
the place. Monsieur Egalitc is still in the prison with liis 
daughter. They wish for Peace; and are, you know, at War 
with the Parisians, with whom they have lately had an Action. 
The Convention has denounced the Marseillois as traitors. If 
Toulon joins them, they propose offering themselves to oin* 
protection. I wi.sh much to hear you are fixed at sonic place 
to your satisfaction. Have you made a visit to Eady Wal- 
pole ? 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO CAPTAIN LOCKER. 

fFrom Charnock’s “ Bio«;raphicnl Memoirs of Nelson,” Appendix, p. 4 .’t. TIio 
original is not now in the Locker Papers.] 

August 20th, 1793. 

My clear Friend, 

I sliall send by Trowbridge, if I can find his Ship,^ a cask 
of sherry, which I hope will prove good. The Fleet has 
hitherto done nothing but look into Toulon. Lord Hood 
went with the Fleet ten days past to speak to the Genoese 
about supplying the French with corn, and bringing back 
French property under Neutral papers, for our being here is 
a farce if this trade is allowed, lly all accounts we learn the 
district of Provence would gladly become a separate Republic 
under the protection of England. The people of Marseilles 
have said they would destroy Toulon to accomplish this mea- 
sure. In short, France will be dismembered, but in all 
their misery they have no thought of Kingly government. 
Lutwidge and Mann have been very ill indeed, we had fears 
for them ; Lord Hood is very kind. i\gamcmnon sails well 
and is healthy, but we want to get into Port for refreshments. 
Uemember me to Kingsmill;^ I hope his Flag is flying: also 
to all our friends, and kindly to your family. Believe me. 

Yours most affectionately, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND EDMUND NELSON. 


[From Clarke and M*Artliur, vol. i. p. 130,] 


Augusit 2()tli, offTouloii, 


My dear Father,^’ 

No occurrence of a public nature has taken place since our 
arrival here, and our private ones are confined to a very nar- 


Captain, afterwards Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Trowbridge, Ravt., then com- 
niamleri tlie Castor of 32 guns. 

(Jaj)tain Kingsinill had obtained his flag as Rear-Admiral of the White, in 
tlje l>romotion of April 1793. 

*’ f-Iarkoand McArthur have printed some admirable Letters from the vene- 
nihlc Father of Nelson to his Son, whitdi place the character of both in the most 
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row sphere, wliich yet I am sure will be considered by you a 
valuable one — JVe are all tvell. The affairs of France in this 
Country are worse than ever: the guillotine is every day 
employed. A Master of a Ship, whom we spoke from Mar- 
seilles, says, there are now only two descriptions of people in 
France — the one drunk and mad ; the other, with horror 
painted in their faces, are absolutely starving ; yet nothing 
brings them to their senses. A Peace with England is what 
they wish for ; and Provence would, it is said, willingly put 
itself, as a separate Ilepublic, under the protection of England. 
In the winter we are to reduce Ville Franchc and Nice for 
the King of Sardinia, and drive the French from Corsica. It 
seems of no use to send a great Fleet here, without troops to 
act with them. 

I consider you now as at high harvest, and hope you have 
good weather and good crops. I hear Lady Spencer^ and the 
party are at Lucca, a few miles from Pisa. I think we shall 
be in England in the winter or spring. If the Burnhamites 
inquire for me, make my compliments. Believe me, 

Your most dutiful Son, 

Horatio Nelson. 


plea.sing The Letter in the text seems to have been in answer to the 

followin',^, dated Burnham, It^tb July 1793. (Clarke and vol. i. p. 127.) 

“ Every mark of my affection you may justly expect ; and it gives me saiLnic- 
tion to reflect on the many proofs I have had of your disposition to observe 
those duties which each relation in life calls for. The approbation of your own 
mind is far more pleasing than any supposed partiality of mine ; though a re- 
ward infinitely short of what moral virtue, which is an attendant on true Keligion, 
shall one day receive. — The principal domestic occurrence at this juiu tv/re is 
that of your brother’s ordination, [Suckling Nelson], Tlius far, liiaiik uod.uur 
design is accomplished ; all proceeds favourably, and there is good hoj)o ho .'nny 
prove a worthy member of society. Fanning goes on well ; and at (xliribunas 1 
look forward for the auditing my accounts to your own person ; Agamemnon and 
l)er crew being either honourably discharged, or laid uj) for the winter in isafoU . 
O England ! blessed art thou among the Isles, for thy internal prosperity. In 

jieace and plenty may thy Counsellors preserve thee . As to my.si'lt, 

the material machine keeps j»retty nearly the same periodical movtunenf ; the 
repairs must be by a very nice delicate touch, and iny mind is so fortilied as lo 
meet all common events with calmness : ever steady to my position, liiat the 
good of every man’s life preponderates over the evil. God bless you.” 

^ Georgiana, wife of John first Earl Spencer, daughter of Stephen Foyntz, f-aj., 
and sister of Dr. Poyntz, so often mentioned. 
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list of the FRENCH LINE-OF-BATTLE SHIPS IN TODLON. 

[Autograph, in tho Nelson Papers, and referred to in pp. 311, 314* ante. 
Though this List may not have been compiled by Nelson, yet as it has been found 
ill liis own hand-writing, and as it illustrates some of his Letters, it is inserted. 
A List, with which this very closely agrees, except in tho order of the names of 
the Ships, entitled List of the French Line of Battle Ships, in the Croat Road 
of Toulon, according to the order in w hich they anchored, from East to West, 
August 26th, 1793, together with remarks on the characters of th(;ir Captains, 
Oflicors, and Men,” forms No. IV. of the “Toulon Papers,” printed in tho Naval 
(.'hronicle, vol. ii. p. 106. In this List, the orthography of Names, (which is 
very uncertain in Nelson’s manuscript,) has been taken from tho one printed in 
the Naval Chronicle.] 


Still's’ Names. 


Lo Cominorco I 
«lo Marseilles \ 


S.ms Calotte 
L(.‘ Ton mint 

I.e Diiguay ) 
Trouin j 
l.e l.ys, called » 
'I'rois ( olur ^ 
Lo Cent an ro 

Le Pom pee 


l.e De.stin 

Commerce de } 
l’>onleanx ( 

l**‘ Patrioto 
f'Cjitiu 


^ ^ 22 Comma ND jius. 

O S ° o 

rt a 
Oh 

100 700 4 Rear Admiral 'rrogoUe 


100 7[00J 
00 400 4 Amiel 

74 3t)0 6 Not known 

71 600 4 Parquii'f 

71 .’>30 4 Cus.su (• 

74 600 (■» Pouluin 

74 (iOO 6 Ilevaat 

74 600 4 Roiu-AilmiiaUulion 

[100] 

7 1 300 t Bouvet 
7-1 .300 I Puri 11 


Remaiikh. 


fjonmiaiiiler - in Child, 
formeily Captain, 2rui 
Captain of the Clorieux 
in the pjth April, and Cap- 
tain Pas.|uit'r, both men of 
sound principles. Oflicers 
and men Clubbists. 

Formerly ('aj-tain of a 
Fire-Ship; doubtful. 

Her fore-mast out. 

Cliibbist ; formerly a 
Pilot. 

Formerly a Boatswain, 
very ignorant. 

The Captain and Otiicers 
of good principles, parli- 
cularlv the Cajitain, wlio 
was formerly Jlirector of 
tho Port. 

Formerly a Pilot, good 
jiiinoiples. Company 
douhthil, on shore. 

Formerly Lieutenant do 
Vaisseau, Captain Barte- 
ret : the Officers and Com- 
]>any promoters ol Oppo- 
sition. 

Formerly Captain of a 
Fire-Ship. 

Formerly Captain of a 
Fire-Ship : ihecrcovstonglv" 
in ojjposition to Moniiieliv. 
\ 
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Shifts Names. 

M g £ Commanders. 

^ .S o 

0-1 

Remarks. 

L’H^ros 

74 COO 6 Simony 

Formerly Lieutenant do 
Vaisseau ; Sound princi- 
ples : the Crew supposed 
lo be the same. 

LTIeureux 

74 500 6 Gavoti 

Formerly Captain of a 
Fire-Ship ; beliovod of 
sound principles. 

Le Scipion 

74 500 6 Degoy 

A good Officer, formerly 
Lieutenant, de Vaisseau- 
sound principles. Crow 
doubtful. 

L* Apollon 

74 600 4 Imbert 

Formerly Lieutenant do 
Vaisseau j Member of tho 
Committee General of tho 
Sections at I'oulon ; on 
board the Victory as a 
Commissioner from that 
Committee ; good princi- 
ples. 

L’Entreprenant 

74 500 4 Bouhenck 

Formerly a Pilot; very 
doubtful. 

Le GC'nereux 

74 GOO 6 Carotte 

Formerly Officer of tho 
Port; good principles. 

Le Th^mistocle 

74 800 4 Duhamel du Desert 

Formerly Lieutenant de 
Vaisseau; of sound prin- 
ciples — a Member of llio 
Committee. 


Ca Ira 74, Lo Hardi (74), and two others of 74 guns ; La Perlo, a Frigate of 
40 guns, having now the flag of Vice Admiral Trogotfe ; and 
five other Frigates. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGII. 

[ Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

August 20th, 1793, off 'roulon. 

My dear Brother, 

Although no occurrence has happened since our sailing 
from Gibraltar worth mentioning, yet as I know you will like 
lo receive a letter, I write literally only to say we are w«^‘lk 
Lord Hood has gone to water the Fleet, and left three Sail (if 
us here to watch the French Fleet. At Marseilles and Toulon 
they are almost starving, yet nothing brings them to tlieir 
senses. Although the Convention has denounced them as 
traitors yet even these people will not declare for anything 
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li)ut Liberty and Equality. They would, we hear, gladly put 
themselves under our protection, but our Fleet is inactive. 
\Ve have attempted nothing. Marseilles must fall if we 
attack it. Monsieur Egalite is still in prison at Marseilles 
with his daughter. We have taken nothing : my prize-money 
will not be twenty pounds. I recollect this is high harvest. 
I hope you have fine weather and good crops. Remember me 
kindly to Mrs. Nelson, and our Aunt, and to the children. 
Compliments at SwaflPham. Believe me. 

Your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. 13?. On tlio 23rd of August 1793, 
Commissioners from Marseilles came on board the Victory, to treat for Peace, 
expecting to meet Commissioners from Toulon, on the basis of declaring a Mo- 
narchical form of Government in France — Lord Hood accordingly issued a Pro- 
clamation to the Inhabitants of the South of Fiance; anil General Carteaux’s suc- 
cess at Marseilles so alarmed the Toulonese, that they placed the Citadel and 
Forts on the coasts provisionally at his disposal. On the 25th of August, Lord 
Hood directed Captain Nelson in the Agamemnon to proceed without a moment’s 
loss of time to Oneglia, and to leave with the Vice-Consul there, his Lordship’s 
de.spatches to Mr. Trevor, the iMinistor at Turin. From Oneglia ho was to pro- 
ceed to Naples, with des|)atches to Sir William Hamilton ; after delivering 
which, and completing her water, the Agamemnon was to rejoin the Admiral 
in llicres Hviy. He was further directed, on the 26lh of August, to take the Sar- 
dinian Frigate under his protection to Oneglia, and thence to see her as far ns 
Corsica, on her way to Sardinia. — Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Begun oflF the Island of Sardinia, 7lh September ; finished at anchor off 
Naples, nth September, 1793, 

My clear Fanny, 

I sent you a line by Lord Conway,® who is gone Home with 
Lord Hood’s dispatches.® As soon as the Treaty was con- 

® Lord Hugh Seymour Conway, Captain of the Leviathan 74: he died a Vice- 
Admiral, in September 1801. Lord Hugh Seymour proceeded in the 
1 artar to Genoa, and meeting the Agamemnon at Sea on the 30th of August, 
ho , wrote to Nolson congratulating him on the surrender ot loulon ; and 
added — “ I have written to Sir William Hamilton, to press him to send as many 
Neapolitan troops to 'Foiilon as possible, as Lord Hood means to make that re- 
Muest of the Court of Naples, being in the greatest want ot them, to guard the 
very mmierous and extcMisivo Works which surround 'Foulon ; and which the 
iiiliahitants think General Carteaiix will endeavour to make some impression 
^pon, alter his success at Marsvdlles, where he has got the better ot the party 

Y 2 
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eluded, Agamemnon, a fast sailer, was sent off with letters 
to the Courts of Turin and Naples, for ten thousand troops, to 
secure our possession. I should have liked to have stayed 
one day longer with the Fleet, when they entered the har- 
bour ; but service could not be neglected for any private 
gratification. I have only to hope I shall succeed with the 
King of Naples. The last visit he had was from a French 
grenadier ^ belonging to Monsieur Truguet’s Fleet : how 
differently he must feel at present ! 

What an event this has been for Lord Hood such an 
one as History cannot yiroduce its equal ; that the strongest 
])lace in Europe, and twenty-two Sail of the Line, &c. sliould 
be given up without firing a shot. It is not to be credited. 

On Sunday, August 25th, a party deposed Admiral Tro- 
gofl‘, and placed St. Julien at the head of the Fleet, manned 
sixteen Sail of the Line, and were determined to come out and 
figlit us, who were only twelve Sail, Lord Hood having sent away 
tlie other part of his Fleet, to give them theoption; the Fleet 
regret they did not : the issue \vc should doubtless have liked 
better than laying them up dismantled. The perseverance 
of our Fleet has been great, and to that only can be attributed 
our unexampled success. Not even a boat could get into 
Marseilles or Toulon, or on the Coast, with provisions ; and 
the old saying, ‘ That hunger will tame a Lion,’ was never 
more strongly exemplified. The Spanish Fleet arrived as ours 
was sailing into the harbour, and joined in the general joy 
which this event must give to all Flu rope. St. Julien, with 
about four thousand men, left the Fleet as ours entered, and 
'oined General Cartcaux, who, I think it probable, by' this 
time, has attacked Toulon with the Farisian Army. They 


with which we were in treaty. Pray press Sir W. Hamilton to hasten tho Nea- 
politans, as 1 know it is Lord Hood’s most anxious wish to receive ihein. I am 
on my way to England with his dispatches, and will take your coininands, if 
you have any ; but, in God’s name, keep the boat as short a timo as j)Ossil)lo.'’ 
— Original, in tlio Nelson Papers. 

It appears from the “ London Gazette” of the I3lli September 179o, that on 
the 31st of August, Captain Nelson had sent an account of the surrender of 
'J'oulon to Mr. Trevor, from Oiieglia. 

® 'J lireatening liim with War if ho did not, within an hour, disavow his ronion- 
strances against the reception of Monsieur S6raonville, at Constantinople. 

* 'J ho surrender of Toulon. 
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have made sad work with the Marseillois in treaty with us : 
hope to God our success may be so used, as to give peace to 
that unhappy, distracted Country. Nice, Villafranca, Monaco, 
Sjc. which were taken from the King of Sardinia, must revert 
again to him, whenever our Fleet can be liberated from Tou- 
lon. I believe the world is convinced that no conquests of 
importance can be made witliout us; and yet, as soon as we 
|)ave accomplished the service we are ordered on, we arc 
neglected. If Parliament docs not grant something to this 
Fleet, our Jacks will grumble; for here there is no prize- 
money to soften their hardships : all we get is honour and salt 
beef. My poor fellows have not had a morsel of fresh meat 
or vegetables for near nineteen weeks ; and in that time 1 
have only had my foot twice on shore at Cadiz. We are 
al)solutely getting sick from fatigue. No Fleet, I am certain, 
ever served their Country with greater zeal than this has done, 
from the Admiral to the lowest sailor. 

Admiral Goodall - is Governor of Toulon : Elphinstonc,** 
Commander of the grand battery,^ at the harbour’s mouth. 
I may have lost an a])pointment by being sent off; not that 
I wish to be employed out of my Ship. I have sent in a 
vessel from Smyrna bound to Marseilles, and I think it 
])rohahle she will he condemned, worth about 10,000/. I 
hope she may, it will add something to our comforts. We 
are now in sight of Mount Vesuvius, which shows a fine light 
to US in Naples Pay, where we arc lying-to for the night, 
aiJti hope to anchor early to-morrow. 

I am, (kc , 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

P. S. — We are in the Pay all night, becalmed, and nothing 
could be finer than the view of Mount Vesuvius. 


^ Samuel Cranstoun Goodall, whose Flafr» as Rear-Admiral of the Red, was 
flying in the Princess Royal. He died Admiral of the White in 1801. Some 
1 '.>tlors to him from Nelson will be inserted in their proper place. 

^ llie Honourable George Keith Elphinstone, Captain of the Robust 74, aftor- 
'viirds Admiral Viscount Keith, K.13. 

1' ort lu JMulgue, 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. 133.] 

Naples, September 14th, 1793. 

My other letter will arrive with this. Our news was re- 
ceived here with the greatest satisfaction. The King has 
twice sent for me, and I dine with him to-morrow, after he 
has made me a visit, which he is to do on board Agamemnon. 
We are called by him the Saviours of Italy, and of his Domi- 
nions in particular. I have acted for Lord Hood with a 
zeal wliich no one could exceed, and am to carry from the 
King the handsomest letter, in his own hand-writing, which 
could possibly be. This I got through Sir William Ha- 
milton, and the Prime Minister,^ who is an Englishman. 
Lady Hamilton® has been wonderfully kind and good to 
Josiah. She is a young woman of amiable manners, and who 
does honour to the station to which she is raised. I am to 
carry Lord Hood six thousand troops from hence. Remem- 
ber me to my dear Father, also to Lord and Lady Walpole. 
Believe me, your most affectionate Husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* Sir John Acton, 13art. 

® It was on this occasion that Nelson first became known to Sir William nml 
Lady Hamilton. Of this memorable circumstance, Mr. Harrison, who -vrofe 
liis “ Life of Nelson,” under the immediate dictation of Lady llamilrun. 
Las given the following account, which bears evident murks of that fascinulin>,' 
w'oman’s usual exaggeration : — “ Sir William, on returning home, after liis 
first interview with Nelson, told Lady Hsiinilton that he was about to intro- 
duce to her -a little man who could not boast of being very handsome, but who 
would become the greatest man that ever England produced. 1 know it 
from the very few words of conversation I have already had with him. 1 pro- 
nounce that he will one day astonish the world. I have never entertained any 
Officer at ray house, but I am determined to bring him here j lot him bo put 
in the room prepared for Prince Augustus.’* Nelson is stated to have he^ui 
equally impre.ssed with Sir William Hamilton’s merits ; ** You are,” he ssml, 

“ a man after ray own heart ; you do business in my own way ; I am now only 
a Captain, but if I live, 1 will beat the to]) of the tree.” Harrison's [ife of 
Neison, vol. i. p. 108, 
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TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Montagu Montagu, Il.N.] 

Naples, September 14th, 1793. 

My dear Sir, 

I am here with news of our most glorious and great success, 
but, alas ! the fatigue of getting it has been so great that the 
Fleet generally, and I arn sorry to say, my Ship much so, are 
knocked up. Day after day, week after week, and month after 
month, we have not been two gun shots from Toulon. Famine 
has accomplished what force could not have done; not a 
boat has got into Toulon since our arrival, and we literally 
starved them into a surrender. Tl)e news here was received 
with the greatest satisfaction. The King was so anxious to 
hear of our success that he came afloat, and sent to me. He 
is to make me a visit on board to-morrow, and then I dine 
with him. I have already been to Portici with him. The 
Prime Minister, (who is an Englishman,) Sir John Acton, 
Hart, makes much of us. We are called the Preservers of 
Italy. I am to carry the handsomest letter that can be 
penned in the King’s own hand to Lord Hood, and six thou- 
sand Neapolitan troops to assist in preserving our possession. 
Please to send the enclosed to Mrs. Nelson. Remember me 
kindly to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, and the Gentlemen ; 
and believe me, 

My dear Sir, your most aftectionatc, 

Horatio Nelson. 


10 THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, September 24tli, 1793. 
Oft' Leghorn, September ‘i7th. 

My dear Rrothcr, 

1 have really been so actively employed, that I have not 
had time to think of writing letters except to my wife. At 
Naples, I hoped to have had a little time to rest my Ship’s 
company, who are worn out with fatigue. Since the 23rd of 
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April to this day, wc have only been twenty days at anchor, 
mid then, as may be supposed, fully employed. In the midst 
of our employment an express came that a French Man-of- 
war and three Sail under her Convoy, had anchored under 
Sardinia. The Neapolitans have seven Sail ready for Sea, 
the Spaniards a Frigate of 40 guns, but none of them were 
sent. As the Prime Minister sent me the information, unlit 
as my Ship was, I had nothing left for the honour of our 
Country but to sail, which I did in two hours afterwards. 
It was necessary to show them what an English IVIan-of-war 
would do. 

Fortune has not crowned my endeavours with success. 
The French have cither got into Leghorn, or are housed 
in some port of Corsica. I am going into Leghorn, abso- 
lutely to save my poor fellows. Amongst those who have 
fallen a saerilice to our hard service, is poor Mr. Emer- 
son. He died yesterday moi*ning, and was buried off the 
North end of Corsica.^ You will readily believe my reception 
at Naples was very different to the French Admirars. The 
King received me in the handsomest manner : I was three 
times with him out of the four days, and once to dinner, when 
I was placed at his right hand before our Ambassador and 
all tlie Nobles present. He was to have visited my Sliip the 
day we sailed, when she was full of ladies and gentlemen. — 
Sir William and Lady Hamilton, the Ilishop of Winch(?ster,^ 
Mrs. North and family. Lord and Lady Plymouth, Earl 
Grandison and daughter,^ besides other Baronets, &c. 1 

gave them breakfast, manned Ship, &c., and was to have sciit 
them off at one o’clock, when the King was to come on board. 
1 had everything ready to have entertained him with a can- 
nonading, and the Iloyal Standard of Naples ready to hoist, 

® ^'Monday, 23rd September, 179.>. Departed this life Mr. Josepli Eniersnn, 
Suro-eon’s second Mute.” “ Committed his body to the deep .’* — Agnincmiwira /fif. 

^ The tJonourable Brownlow North, second son of Francis, 1st Earl of Guilford; 
his wife was irenrietta lUaria, daughter and co-lieir of John Uaiiuister, Es(j., fiy 
wliom Ije liad Francis, present F’arl of Guilford. 

® Other, oth Earl of Flyniouth, who married Mary, eldest dauglder and co- 
heir of i^ndrew', 2nd Lord Archer: he died in Juno 1799. 

George Mason VilJiers, 2nd Earl Grandison in Ireland: lie died in duly 
1800, Ifaving by (Jortrude, 4th daughter of Francis Earl of Hertford^ an only 
clnld, (.lertrude Aimlia, who married Lord Henry Stuart, and was mother ol tla‘ 
present Lord Stuart de Uecies. 
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])ut t\iis information sent me off in a very great hurry. It is 
hardly possible to conceive the state of my Ship: I have 
little less than one hundred sick. I purpose staying three days 
in Port, when I shall get to Toulon, for I cannot bear 
the thought of being absent from the scene of action. I shall 
finish this w'hen I anchor. 

I am still as busy as ever. A French 40-gun Frigate, and 
five hundred men, was ready to weigh when I hove in sight. 
I am obliged to keep close watch to take care he does not 
give me the slip, which he is inclined to do. I shall pursue 
him, and leave the two Courts to settle the propriety of tlic 
measure, which I tliink will not be strictly regular. Have 
been up all night, watching my neighbour; and I believe 
he would have gone to Sea, could he have cast without 
getting on board us, as the night was most favourable 
for the attempt — a gale of wind and thick weather. How- 
ever \ve were ready to cut the moment he didd Two days 
past, they turned their former Captain from liis office, and 
he luckily got on shore, or they intended to have made him 
Sergeant of Marines. I sail for Toulon to-morrow. Re- 
member me to Mrs. Nelson and my Aunt, and believe me, 
your affectionate Prothcr, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. KELSON. 


[From Clarke anU M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. L>I.l 


Leghorn, Soptemher 27th, 17‘):L 


j\Iy dear Fanny, 

I am sorry to tell you the Vessel I sent in here is cleared ; 
so all my Iiopcs, which 1 own were not very sanguine, are 


* In a T.etter from Mr. Iloste, without date, he mentions this capture, 
aiul a circumstance which is not noticed in Nelson’s Letters, nor by 
his biographers ; On Sunday afternoon we saw two Ships close in shore, 
'‘^liich we supposed were Frencli Frigates, Accordingly we gave chase. They 
kiid, Ijowever, the good fortune to get under the protection of a Fort before wo 
could cut them off. Wo stood in after them, but as it was late in the evening, 
and dark, wo could not with snfetv go into the harbour, though we were almost 
witliin gun-shot. 'I’he Fort fired at us, hut their balls fell short; we returned 
dm coiujilimcnt, and roachefl them. In the luoruiug. Captain Nelson intended 
h) c>oiid 111 our bouts to burn tiiem, hut they thought proper to save us the trouble 
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gone. Prizes are not to be met wit/i, except so covered hy 
Neutral papers that you may send in fifty, and not one turn 
out good. 1 was hurried from Naples by information of a 
French Ship of War, and three vessels under her Convoy being 
off. I had nothing left but to get to Sea, which I did in two 
hours: expedition, however, has not crowned my endeavours 
with success; for 1 have seen nothing of them. I am here 

plagued with a French 40-guii Frigate, who was to have 

sailed the day I arrived, and will take the first dark moment 
to get out. I am determined in my own mind to pursue 
him. I hope to sail to-morrow if this gentleman does not ; 
and shall lie in his route to intercept him if he sails. 

I have just heard, that last night the crew of my neighbour 
deposed their Captain, made the Lieutenant of Marines 
Captain of the Ship, the Sergeant of Marines Lieutenant of 
Marines, and their former Captain Sergeant of Marines. 
What a state ! they are mad enough for any undertaking. 

They say, as they have five hundred men on board, they 

will go to Sea this night in spite of me : I shall be surprised 
at nothing they may attempt. — I dined with the King of 
Naples the day before I sailed, and was placed at his right 
hand, and every attention paid me. He would have visited 
my Ship the day 1 sailed ; but I was hurried away unex- 
pectedly. 

September 28th. We have been looking out all night 
for our neighbour to cut his cables, as it has blown a gale of 
wind and rain ; but he lay in such a position that he could 
not cast his Ship without getting on board us, which lie did 
not choose to risk. I shall sail to-morrow for Toulon. God 
bless you. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


by coming out of the harbour with fivo or j»ix small vessels, in consequence of a 
mossage Caplaiii Nelson sent them by a neutral vessel, which liad its elh'ct. 
'I'hey proved to he all Genoese, and therefore we could not make prizes of iJiem. 
'I'hey informed us the French had one man killed. The country people were 
running up the mountain, crying out, Mon Dieu !” very much frightened, 
thinking we sliould land. Six hundred of the militia wore sent down to oppose 
our landing. The name of the harbour is Cagliari, about twelve leagues to tli 
East of Toulon. We have taken a prize valued at 15,000/. or 16,000/. I 
say no more, as the boat is going.”— A/emoirs of Sir William lluste, vol. i. p* 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. 134.] 

Agamemnon, Toulon, 7ih October, 1793. 

As I never omit an opportunity of writing, I shall not let 
a Ship sail for Leghorn without a letter. I came here two 
(lays since, and shall sail on a cruise to-morrow. Lord Hood 
ic much pleased with me. Our situation here is wonderful : 
the hills arc occupied by the Enemy, who are erecting 
works for mortars and cannon. Whether we shall be able 
to maintain our most extraordinary acquisition, time only can 
determine : however, one hour will burn the French Fleet. 
You will not forget me to my Father. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[Autograph in tho possession of (Japtain Montagu Montagu, R. N, On the 
9tli of October Captain Nelson received sealed orders from Lord Hood which 
Ik' was not to open until he had arrived off the East eud of the Island of Porque- 
rol, nuo of the Ilieres Islands, when he found he was to go to Cagliari, and 
place himself under the directions of Commodore Linzoe in the Alcide.] 

Agamemnon, off Corsica, October lllb, 1793, 

My dear Sir, 

I may possibly meet a vessel bound to Leghorn, when I 
may send this letter. Yesterday I spoke a Ship from Gi- 
braltar, by whom I got your letter of 26th of July, the only 
one I have received since I left England ; and I may not be 
in the way for some time to come of getting any. When you 
lavour me with a letter, direct it to the care of Mr. Udney, 
Consul at Leghorn ; and I believe some part of the postage 
must be paid in London. 

I am on my way to Sardinia, and then have secret orders. 
If anything is to be got, I stand a fair chance. I was very 
tew days in Toulon. The service for those landed is warm. 
On the 8th, at night, a very handsome action took place, 
commanded by a Lieutenant in the Navy,“ and 450 men, in 

^ Lieuteimnt Walter Serocold, who was promoted, and fell at the Siege of 
f'ldvi in July 1794. 
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which 150 of the Enemy were killed, taken, or wounded, 
3 mortars and 5 twenty-four pounders destroyed. The 
Enemy possess the heights, from which shot and shells are 
continually thrown into the harbour. When the English 
troops from Gibraltar arrive to head the columns, something 
very decisive will be undertaken. The Lord is very much 
pleased with my conduct about the troops at Naples, which 
I undertook without any authority whatever from him ; and 
they arrived at Toulon before his requisition reached Naples.'* 
Only yesterday he told me he would make Suckling a Lieu- 
tenant as soon as possible. I think he will not be many weeks 
in the Victory. 

Our force now at Toulon, on shore, is 12,500 men,, and 
before November is out, will be 30,000, wlien the whole of 
this Country will fall to us, for they hate the Convention. The 
White Flag is flying in all the Ships and Forts, under which 
we fight on shore. My health never was better than at present, 
as is Josiah’s; but I cannot but feel uneasy at the accounts 
you give me of Mrs. Nelson. 1 wish she was comfortably 
fixed in a house or good lodgings, in a place she liked ; but 
I hope, and indeed believe, she will recover herself at Kentish 
Town/ where I am certain every kind attention will be shown 
her. The S])aniards behave so infamously that I sincerely 
wish not one Ship or soldier was in Toulon : they will tio no- 
thing but plunder and cut the throats of poor wretches who 
have surrendered to the British, liemember me in the kindest 
manner to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, and Horace. Best 
comjdiments to Mr. Ilumsey and family. 

Believe me, dear Sir, your affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

^ On tlie 27th of September, 1793, the first division of Neapolitan Sliijis, 
under IMarshal Fortiguerra, tho Commodore, bad arrived at U'oulon, with 2,000 
troops, in two Slups of the JJno, two Frigates, and two Sloops, On the oth of 
October, tho second division of Neapolitan Ships, with 2,000 more troo])s, 
arrived. — f ord Alulgrave’s Dispatch of 27th September, and Lord flood's of (ho 
13th October 179.‘J, in tho London Gazette. 

* Mr. Suckling’s residence. 



*T. 353 


1.ETTEUS. 


333 


TO Mils. NELSON. 

[From Clarlio and M'Artbur, vol. i. [). 1^55 ] 

October 179:i. 

My dear Fanny, 

1 received a letter from Mr. Suckling yesterday, and was 
iiidccd truly sorry to hear you were not perfectly well. 
Why should you alarm yourself? I am well, your son is 
well, and we arc as comfortable in every resj)ect as the nature 
of our service will admit. Lord Hood is now quite as he 
used to be: he is so good an Officer, that every body must 
respect him. All the Foreigners at Toulon absolutely 
worship him ; were any accident to happen to him, I am sure 
no person in our Fleet could supply his place, b^very day 
at Toulon has hitherto afforded some brilliant Action on 
shore, in which the Sea-Oflicers have made a conspicuous 
figure : Elphinstone in particular, who is a good O dicer and 
gallant man. I have only been a spectator ; but had we 
remained, I should certainly have desired to be landed. 
Some of our Ships have been pegged pretty handsomely ; yet 
sucli is the force of habit, that we seem to feel no danger. 
The other day we sat at a Court-Martial on board Admiral 
llotham, when Princess Royal, a French 74, our friend, 
tlirce Frigates, and four Mortar-boats, were firing at a battery 
for four hours, the shot and shells going over us ; wiiich, 
extraordinary as it may seem, made no difference. The 
Ardent, Captain Robert Manners Sutton, brother to the 
Bishop, was much cut up, after behaving wiih the greatest 
gallantry and good conduct : near thirty of his meu were 
eitlier killed, or are since dead of the wounds. Indeed, 
wherever our Ships or Sea-Officers have hail an opportunity, 
tliey have all behaved well. God bless you. 

IIo RATIO >Jklson. 


° Third son of Lord CJeorge Mannor.s, younger son of’ John, Jrd Duke of Rut- 
land, brother of Cliarles, then Bishop of Norvvicli, afterwards Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and uncle of the present Viscount Canter])ury. This gallant ollicer, 
who was born in 17.o4, perished with all his crew, in August, 179 t. when tlie 
Ardent was lost otF Corsica, it being supposed that she was accidentally blown 
up. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Copy, in the Admiralty. On the 22nd of October, off Sardinia, the Aga- 
memnon fell in with a French Squadron, consisting of three large Frigates, a 
Corvette, and a Hrig, under the command of Commodore Perree, and after an 
action of nearly four hours with one of the Frigates, the Enemy wore so severely 
handled as to decline a renewal of the engagement, and the Agamemnon was so 
much cut up as to be unable to pursue them. The particulars of the affair are 
related in the following Letters. Captain Nelson’s official Letter was not pub- 
lished in the Gazette.] 

Agamemnon, October 22nd, 1793. 

At noon, Cagliari, W.S.W., 14 or 15 Leagues.** 

My Lord, 

Inclosed I send you an extract of our log, and hope you 
will think the attempt to take one of those fine Frigates was 
laudable ; and that circumstanced as I was, everything was 
done which ought to have been done. Had not the wind 
failed us, she must have surrendered or sunk, (wdiich from tlie 
appearance of her hull she was near doing,) for we were just 
getting alongside when a light air headed us right ofi*. The 
Nemesis^ most unluckily parted from me a few days ago. 
Inclosed is an account of our deficiency of men. Every Ofli- 
cer and the Ship’s company in general conducted themselves 
entirely to my satisfaction. I shall be happy if my conduct 
meets with your Lordship’s approbation ; being, with the 
highest respect, 

Your most faithful, humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

N.B. A very few hours at anchor will repair all our da- 
mages, when the Ship will in many respects he fitter for ser- 
vice than ever. 

[Inclosure.] 

At two A. M. .saw five Sail standing across us to the N. 
West by the wind. At half past two they tacked by signal 
of rockets, then about three miles on our weather bow : at 
four got within hail of a Frigate, but was careful not to 
fire into her, thinking she might he a Neapolitan or Sar 
dinian Frigate with a Convoy. On receiving no answer aiul 
the Ship making sail, fired a shot ahead of her, when slic set 

® A glance at a Churt will show that this is an oxtraonlinary bearing, inusmiicli 
as part of the Island lay between the Ship and Cagliari, 

’ Nemesis, of 28 guns, Captain, now Admiral, Lord Amelias Beaiiclork, G.C.M. 
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all her sails, and steering two points from the wind, we 
after her with every sail set, keeping her two points on the 
l)o>v, to prevent her from getting before the wind. The 
other Ships on our weather quarter steering after us. The 
Chase made many signals till daylight, when she hoisted 
National colours, and began firing stern-chasers, and by 
yawing, which her superiority in sailing enabled her to do, 
gave us many broadsides. We could only at times bring 
any guns to bear upon her, and then only a few of the fore- 
most ones. At seven, took the Ships on our weather quarter 
to be one of the Line, two Frigates, and an armed Brig, but 
whilst the breeze continued fresh, the Chase and ourselves 
left them fast. At nine o’clock we run into almost a calm, 
tlie Ships on our quarter bearing N. W. by W., coming 
fast up with us; the Chase hauled up to join them, being in a 
sliattered condition, and making signals to her consents, who 
steered to join her when they brought to, hoisted out their 
boats, and sent to her. The Enemy were four Frigates, two 
of them carrying 28 eighteen pounders on their main-decks. 
The Enemy from this time till noon had the option of bring- 
ing us to action whenever they pleased ; but we having our 
main top-mast shot to pieces, main-mast, mizen-mast, and 
fore-yard badly wounded, could not haul our wind till noon, 
repairing our rigging, masts, and yards, steering for Cag- 
liari. Found we liad one man killed, and six wounded. 
People employed knotting and splicing the rigging. 

At noon. Cape llosse, N. W., distance six or seven 
leagues. 

Latitude observed 39° 34' N. 

MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE ACTION WITH THE 
FRENCH SQUADRON, ON THE 22nD OCTOBER 1703. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

At seven o’clock sent for all the Officers to give me their 
opinion what the Ship on our Weather quarter was ; they 
all agreed she was a Ship of the Line, of which opinion I was 
also. 

At nine run into a calm, our head paid round to the South- 
ward, the Frigates to the N. E. In about a quarter of an 
hour afterwards the breeze came again from the Northward : 
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sent for the OfTicers to give me their opinions what the Ship on 
the quarter was ; tlicy all agreed she was a Line of Hattie 
Ship, of which opinion was myself. 

Qfie.sHon. — “Do you think we can, by liauling our wind to 
the N. E., after the Frigate, close with her before she joins 
her consorts ?*’ Answer . — “ No ; it is impossible.” 

Question . — “From what you see of the state of our Ship, 
is she fit to go into Action with such a superior force whicli 
is against us, without some small refit and refreshments for 
our people ?” Atiswer . — “ She certainly is not.” 

My Orders. — Mr. Wilson,*' wear the Ship, and lay her head 
to the Westward, (the Enemy bore N. W. by W. three miles,) 
let some of the best men be employed refitting the rigging, 
and the carpenters getting crows and capstern bars to prevent 
our wounded spars from coming down, and to get the wine 
for the people, and some bread, for it might be half-an-hour 
before we were again in Action. 

If. N. 


TO COMMODORE LINZEIi. 

[Autograph, in the possession of the Honourable Mrs. tlregory, sister of tlio 
])reserit V^iscount Flood. The Agamemnon joined Commodore I.inzee utCu^Uuri, 
on the 24th of October. Videp. 331.] 

Agamemnon, October 24th, 17 73. 

My dear Sir, 

I am sorry to have been so long in joining you, as I feel 
great satisfaction in being put under your orders. What lias 
contributed to delay me a little, was four French Frigates anil 
a Hrig crossing me. A few shot was exchanged with one of 
them, who I left in a sinking state. We having lost the use of 
our main topmast, could not liaul the wind to them, and lliey 
seemed to have got enough: therefore would not come down 
to me. Believe me yours most faithfully. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Sailmakers would be of great service to us for a day, 
some Carpenters with their tools: 24 hours will fit us for ser- 
vice. 

Ten days past we boarded a Ship from Smyrna, hut 1 
think we ought not to be put into quarantine. 

“ Master of the A^uinemnon. 
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TO MAURICE NELSON, ESC^ 

[From Clarke and 1M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. 136. The Agamemnon accompanied 
Commodore Linzee in the Alcide to Tunis, on the mission described in Nelson’s 
letter to Captain Locker in p. 338, where she remained from the 1st to tlie 16th 
of November, on which day she left Tunis Bay, and cruized oflf Cape Zibib until 
the 26th. She then returned to Tunis; and on the 30th of that month, sailed for 
Corsica.] 

Tunis, 8th Nov. 1793. 

On the 22nd of October, off the Island of Sardinia, having 
only 345 men at quarters, the others being landed at Toulon 
and in prizes, we fell in with, and chased the following 
French Men-of-War from Tunis: Melpomene, 44 guns, 
nine and eighteen pounders, 400 men ; La Minerve, 44 guns, 
nine and eighteen pounders, 400 men ; La Fortunce, 44 guns, 
twelve and thirty-six pounders, 500 men ; Le Fouchet,^ 24 
guns, nine pounders, 220 men ; Brig, 14 guns, nine pounders, 
100 men. The Agamemnon, after a firing of near four hours, 
so disabled the Melpomene she (as supposed) being appa- 
rently in a sinking state, that the other Ships declined bring- 
ing tlie Agamemnon again to Action, and, as it appeared, to 
take care of their companion ; since they had the option to 
renew the engagement for three hours after the Melpomene 
hauled from us. The Agamemnon was so cut to pieces, as 
to be unable to haul the wind towards them. I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER. ESQ., GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

December 1st, 1793. 

My dear Friend, 

Your letter, of August 8th, I got two days past in Tunis^ 

® James, in bis ** Naval History,*' (vol. i. p. 106,) states that La IMelpomene 
carried 40, and the two other Frigates 38 guns each ; that the Corvette was Lo 
Mignonne, of 28 guns, and not Le Fouchet; and that the Brig was Le llasard. 

‘ Mr. Hoste, writing to his father, on the 27th of November, says : 

■'* We understood on our joining Comraodoro Linzee, that our destination 
was for Tunis, to take out the Duquesne, a French 80 gun Ship, and four Fri- 
gates, then lying there waitiog to Convoy a Fleet of Merchantmen to Mar- 
seilles, for which service the Commodore in the Alcide 74, was appointed by 
Lord Hood, under whose command were the Berwick and Illustrious, 74 guns 
each, ourselves, Lowestoffe, and Nemesis, Frigates. 

'OL. I. 


Z 
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Bay where Commodore Li’nzee has been negotiating for a 
French convoy, under Le Duquesne, eighty guns, and a Cor- 
vette. The English never yet succeeded in a negotiation 
against the French, and we have not set the example at Tunis, 
for the Monsieurs have completely upset us with the Bey ; 
and had we latterly attempted totake them I am sure he would 
have declared against us, and done our trade some damage. 
Lord Hood has ordered me from Idnzee’s command, and to 
take the command of a Squadron of Frigates off Corsica and 
the adjoining shore of Italy, to look out for some French Fri- 
gates, who are in St. Fiorenzo in Corsica. They are the 
Ships I had a little brush with, joined with one or two others. 
If they are active, they may do our trade some damage, but, 
to say the truth, I believe they are more inclined to be passive 
— at least they had much of that inclination when I saw them. 
Lord Hood has written me a very handsome letter, and 
given me this command. At Toulon, I think they will have 
plenty of fighting this winter. Captain Torriano of theSOth, 
I believe you know him, or some of his relations at Kensington, 
is killed ; but shot and shells are very plentiful all over the 
Harbour. I wonder more damage has not been done. Gene- 
ral O’Hara, I hope, will be able to drive the French from the 
heights near the Harbour, or we shall be unpleasantly situ- 
ated ; not that I think Toulon is in the smallest danger. At 
all events, we can destroy the French Fleet and Arsenal in a 
very short time : one Fire-ship will burn the Fleet and Arsenal. 

“ When we got to Tunis we found only the Duquesne and Merchantmon ; 
the four Frigates wore gone, which the Agamemnon had nearly been too s(;nsi- 
ble of, as those were the very Frigates we met in our voyage to Cagliari, wliich, 
had they acted as they ought to have done, could have prevented our joining tlie 
Commodore. On our arrival at Tunis, we expected the Bey would have givt'ri 
us leave to take out the Duquesne and Merchantmen, but we found he \voul<I 
not allow the neutrality of the Port to be broken, however superior we were in 
those seas ; nor would the Duquesne give herself up to the French King, not- 
withstanding all our negotiations to that purpose. In consequence, llie Coinino- 
dore dis[*atched tho Nemesis to Toulon for further orders. On her arrival froai 
thence we found we were not to attempt anything. She has brought orders fur 
Captain NelsoTi to take under his command tho Lowestoflo on a cruiz'S but 
W'here to, or on what service, remains a secret. In the first part of niy 
Letter I told you that we left Toulon in company w'ith the Nemesis. Sailing 
along tho Island of Corsica we picked up a prize which wo sent into Leghorn- 
The day after we lost sight of the Nemesis.” — Memoirs of Sir William HoJr. 
vol. i. p. 18 . 
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They are some of them the finest Ships I ever saw. The Com- 
merce of Marseilles has seventeen ports on each deck. The 
Victory looks nothing to her. You know Pole^ is gone to 
the \Yest Indies. I have not seen him since his order, but 
I know it was a thing he dreaded. 

Had I been at Toulon I should have been a candidate 
for that service, for I think our Sea-war is over in these Seas. 
Agamemnon has had her share of service ; we have only had 
our anchor down thirty-four days since we sailed from the 
Nore, and then only to get water and provisions. I have now 
upwards of one hundred of my Ship’s company absent ;• we 
are not much better than a 50 gun Ship. Lord Hood has 
sent for Suckling, who was in the Sandwich, and I dare say 
lias made him a Lieutenant*^ by this time. The Lord is very 
goo(i friends with me : he is certainly the best Officer I ever 
saw. Everything from him is so clear it is impossible to 
misunderstand him. If I should go to Cadiz be assured I 
will get you a hogshead or two of sherry. Troubridgc will 
tell you, I did not see him or his Ship, after my letter by St. 
Albans. 

December 8th. — I am glad to see by the papers, that 
Kingsmill is to hoist his Flag. Pray, when you write to him, 
remember me kindly to him. Say, can I get him anything 
in these parts if so, I will do it witli real pleasure. I have 
been in sight of the French Squadron all day, and we hear 
they have been joined by a Frigate from Calvi ; and really, I 
think that the Frigate who received most of our fire is not 
here ; [that] they want one of their number, is certain. We 
have not, ever since the firing, wanted those who say they 
saw her sink.'* I own it remains doubtful. Remember me 
kindly to all your sons and daughters, Mr. Bradley, and all 
friends, and believe me, 

Your most affectionate 

Horatto Nelson. 

Captain Charles IMorice Pole, then Captain of the Colossus, 74. 

^ To another friend he jocosely observed on this occasion, that those he had 
were chiefly Norfolk men, and he always reckoned them as good as two others. 
— Harrison’s Life of Nelson, vol. i.p. 112. 

■* Mr. William Suckling was made a Lieutenant in 1794. 

^ Tins was not the fact, as La Melpomene was one of the ships token at Calvi. 
Vide Poslea„ 

z 2 
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TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[From “the Atheiijeum.’* On the 15th of November 1793, Lord Hood di- 
reeled Commodore Linsee “ to send Captain Nelson to cruise from Calvi to tlio 
Gulf of Especia, to look for the Frigates he had engaged on the 22nd of Octo- 
ber, hut not to let it be known where he was gone, and to take under his coiniriiuid 
such Ships as he might find on that Station, which wore the IMermaid, Tartar, 
Topaze French frigate, and Scout Brig, and probably the Amphitrite: and in 
addition to looking out for the French Frigates, he was to direct him to prevent all 
Ships and Vessels from going to Genoa, as that Port was in a state of in vestment 
and blockade by a part of the Fleet under Lord Hood. In the execution of 
this service, he was to be as careful as possible not to give further offonce to the 
subjects of such Powers, whoso V'essels he might chance to fall in with, and 
whose Sovereigns wore in amity with England, than making known to them 
the purport of those orders. But in case they should persist in going to the Port 
of Genoa, he w^as then to stop the said Vessels, and send them to Leghorn, or 
Porto Ferrajo, there to be detained.*'] 

Agamemnon, December 5th, [1793,] oft’ Corsica. 

My dear Sir, 

I am just returned from Tunis, where I have been under 
Commodore Linzec,^ to negotiate for a French Convoy from 
the Levant. You will believe the English seldom got much 
by negotiation except the being laughed at, which wc have 
been ; and I don’t like it. Had we taken, which in my opinion 
we ought to have done, the Men-of-War and Convoy, worth at 
least £300,000, how much better wc could have negotiated ; 
— given the Bey LoOjOOO, he would have been glad to have 
put up with the insult offered to his dignity. The French 
sent him very great presents ; and he bought, through fear 
of us, several rich cargoes, for one third of their value. The 
Sliips of War so much believed we should have attack 'd them, 
that, at first, they liauled their Ships almost a-groiind ; hut 

* Lord Hood’s orders to Commodore Linzec, dated 15th of Xoveiubrr, NNcit' 
“ to expustulutc with the Bey, in the strongest and most impressive inaiiin r, i ii 
ihe impolicy of his giving countenance and support to so heterogeneous a (Jo- 
vernment as the ]ireseiit one of France, com()Osed of muitlerers ami assassins, 
who have recently beheaded their Queen in a manner that would tlisgi.ai! tli<i 
most barbarous savages, 'I'he Bey of Tunis, who w’as possessed f supi lior 
abilities, is said at tho Conference which Captain Nelson held with liini, to 

have displayed such (juickness as to have disconcerted even the Captain of llio 
Agamemnon. On being told of the excesses which the French Government liad 
committed, he dryly observed, ‘ That nothing could bo more heinous than tlie 
murder of their Sovereign ; and yet. Sir, if your historians tell the truth, your 
own countrymen once did the same.* ** — Clarke and M*- Arthur ^ vol. i.p. 1^8. 
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latterly almost insulted us. Thank God, Lord Hood, whom 
Linzee sent to for orders how to act, after having negotiated, 
ordered me from under his command, and to command a 
Squadron of Frigates off Corsica and the Coast of Italy, to 
protect our trade, and that of our new Ally, the Grand Duke 
of Tuscany, and to prevent any Ship or Vessel, of whatever 
Nation, from going into the port of Genoa. I consider this 
command as a very high compliment, — there being five older 
Captains in the Fleet. 

You will have heard of our little brush from Maurice, ^ 
whom I wrote to from Tunis, by way of Spain : that the 
Lord should be pleased with out conduct, you need not 
wonder at ; I flatter myself he could not be otherwise. Had 
they been English, and we French, the case, I am sure, would 
have been different. I am now cruizing for them ; they are 
in St. Fiorenzo. 

Corsica, December 8th : — I have been in sight of the 
French Squadron all day, at anchor; they cannot be induced 
to come out, notwithstanding their great superiority, lie* 
member me in the kindest manner to Mrs. Suckling, Miss 
Suckling, and all the family. Believe me, 

Your most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pray don’t forget me to Mr. llumsey. 


TO THE llEV. MU. NELSON, lIILBOROUGll. 

[Autograph, io the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn, December 27ih, 

My dear Brother, 

You may ]n*obably have heard of our evacuation of Tou- 
lon by last post, wlien I wrote Maurice a line, as the report 
tlien went. For England, the getting riil of such a place 
is a most liap})y event. Our money would have gone very 
fast. Even the Staff which was appointed from England was 
sufficient for Irclandf and other places, which was filling as 
fast as horses could draw them across the Continent, or they 
could find Ships to carry them to Toulon. Tlic yiarticulars 

* Vide p. 337. 
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are as follows ; that on the 13th a most numerous Army 
covered the neighbouring hills, that Lord Hood had given 
notice to the inhabitants of the probable evacuation of the 
place, that on the 17th at eight o’clock at night a general 
attack was made on all our outposts, which lasted all night ; 
the Foreign troops quitted them sooner than they ought to 
have done, and the others were obliged to be abandoned the 
next morning, destroying the works, and spiking the guns, 
as >vell as a short time would allow. Lord Hood at, 
tempted to rally the flying troops, but it was impossible : our 
Army retired into the Town and Fort la Malgue. On the 
18th the Neapolitan troops were ordered to embark, togctlier 
with the Royalists in as many Ships as could be found. Then 
began a scene of horror wliich may be conceived, not described. 
The mob rose ; death called forth all its myrmidons, which 
destroyed the miserable inhabitants in the shape of swords, 
pistols, fire, and water. Thousands are said to be lost. In 
this dreadful scene, and to complete misery, already at the 
highest, Lord Hood ^was obliged to order the Freneli 
Fleet, twenty Sail of the Idnc, twenty other ]\Ien-of-War, 
together with the Arsenal, (Dock-yard.) Powder- I\Iaga/ines, 
&c., to be set on fire. One half of the Town is said to have 
been consumed with them. Only three of the French Fleet, 
one First-rate, (me 80, one 74 and two Frigates, .Stivcd: 
all the Forts arc blown up, and it is now strongly re- 
ported that Lord Hood lias sailed for Iliercs Ray. Fathers 
are here without families, and families without fathers, the 
])ictures of horror and despair. Agamemnon is here getting 
provisions, but stationed with a Squadron off (’or.siia. 
Jcjsiah is well, and desires to be remembered. Don’t omit niy 
remembrance in the kindest manner to Mrs. Nelson and iny 
Aunt. I expect to see them soon, for this War cannot last 
much longer. Iloste is a very good bc^y indeed, as is 
Rolton.^ Compliments at Swaffham, and believe me, 

Your affccticmate Rrother, 
Horatio 

^ AlUrwnrtla C;»pt;nn Sir U illinin Holton, who was Nolson's Prdxy at 
stallation ns a Knight of the Jlutb, on the 19th of IMny 180.'^. Hn 
shortly before the Installation, bis Patron’s niece, Catherine, daughter ol IMf-' 
Bolton, and died in December 1830. 
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I am glad to hear my mare is not sold. Lord Hood has 
not quitted La Malgue. — 27 th, 6 p.m, 

Mrs. Nelson wrote about a fish dried called Tonges for 
Mr. Speed. 1 cannot find out any such fish. 1 think she 
niiist have mistaken the name. Be so good as to find out 
what it is, and let me know. 


TO II. II. II. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 


[From Clarko and IVUArthur, vol.i. p. 140.] 


Agamemnon, Leghorn Roads, 27th December 1793. 

Sir, 

My last letter to your Royal Highness would convey to 
you my opinion of the impossibility of holding^Toulon without 
a superior Army in the field : but the fall of it has been some- 
thing quicker than I expected, owing to the Foreign troops 
having but very badly defended some of the outposts, as 
reported here by several vessels with some of the wretched 
inhabitants of Toulon. Lord Hood is said to have attempted 
rallying the flying troops, but in vain ; and that he exposed 
himself to great danger, 'riie reports, although there is some 
difference in the telling, all seem to agree that the following 
are facts ; — 

Tliat on the 13th a most nuiiien)us Army co^red the 
hills; that Lord Hood issued a Troclamation to prepare 
the inhabitants for what would probably happen, the evacua- 
tion of ''J’oulon ; that on the 17th, at eight o’clock at night, 
the Enemy made a general attack on all our outposts, which 
lasted the whole night, many of which they carried with too 
much ease; tliat the other outposts were obliged to be aban- 
doned, and the troops to retire to Fort la Malgue ; that on 
the 18th, I.,()rd Hood ordered all the Neapolitans to be em- 
l;arkcd together, with as many Royalists as could find Ships 
to carry them ; and that our Fleet, with that of Spain, were 
anchored under La IMalgue. On the llUh, in the morning, 
such a scene was displayed, as would make the hardest heait 
Icel : the mob bad risen, was plundering, and committing 
every excess; many — numbers cannot be estimated n'cic 
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drowned in trying to get off ; boats upset ; and many put a 
period to their existence. One family, of a wife and five chil- 
dren, are just arrived— the husband shot himselt Indeed, 
Sir, the recital of their miseries is too afflicting to dwell upon. 
In this scene of horror, Lord Hood was obliged to order the 
French Fleet of twenty Sail of the Line, and as many other 
Ships of War, together with the Arsenal and Powder Maga- 
zines, to be set on fire : report says one-half of that miserable 
place is in ashes. 

The Neapolitan Fleet, and near one hundred Sail with them, 
are arrived in Port Especia, twelve leagues from hence. 
What calamities do Civil Wars produce ; and how much docs 
it behove every person to give their aid in keeping peace at 
Home. It is the poor inhabitants at Toulon that I feel for. 
The quitting Toulon by us, T am satisfied, is a National bene- 
fit; both in money, for our contracts will be found to have 
been very extravagant, people seemed to act as if fortunes 
were to be made instantly ; and in saving some of our gallant 
English blood, which, when the muster comes to be taken, 
will appear, to have flowed plentifully. The destruction of 
the Fleet and Arsenal, and indeed of the harbour of Toulon, 
for a number of years, is a great benefit to England. I have 
only to regret it could not have been done on the first day of 
our entrance. I expect Lord Hood here immediately, al- 
though they say he is in Hiercs Bay, having blown up Fort 
la Malgte. I shall not close this letter till the moment of 
the post going out. 

Four Sail filled with wounded soldiers and sailors are just 
arrived. It is thought that the Governor here will not allow 
the emigres to land ; Leghorn being, as they say, in want of 
provisions. I have still a small Squadron blocking up the 
Frigates in Corsica, who are in the greatest distress. And I 
remain, as ever, your Iloyal Highness’s most dutiful and 
faithful servant, 


IIouATio Nelson. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[FromClarko and M‘Artbur, vol. i. p, 141.] 

Agamemnon, December 27th, 1793. 

My dear Fanny, 

Everything which domestic Wars produce usually, is multi- 
plied at Toulon. Fathers arc here without their families, 
families without their fathers. In short, all is horror. I have 
the Count de Grasse under my command, in a French Fri- 
gate his wife and family are at Toulon. Lord Hood put 
himself at the head of the flying troops, and was the admira- 
tion of every one ; but the torrent was too strong. Many of 
our posts were carried without resistance ; at others, which 
the English occupied, every one perished. I cannot write 
all : my mind is deeply impressed with grief. Each teller 
makes the scene more horrible. Lord Hood showed himself 
the same collected good Officer which he always was. I have 
only time to say, God bless you. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IMRS. NELSON. 

[ From Clarke and ISrArthur, vol. i, p. 144. Early in January 1794, Lord 
Hood cont’l'jded a convention with General Faoli, by which it was agreed that 
the British Forces should assist the Corsicans in expelling the French'from pos- 
session of the Forts, &c. ; and that Corsica should ho ceded to Great Britain. 
Captain Nelson was’ then cruising oft' Calvi with a small Squadron to prevent 
the French from receiving supplies ; and be was in frequent communication 
witl> Paoli.] 

Off Calvi, January 6th, 1794. 

I left Leghorn on the 3rd, and very soon got ofl‘ here, since 
which titne we have had nothing but hard gales of wind, and 
the heaviest rains I almost ever met with. I am waiting 
anxiously for Troops from Lord Hood, to take St. Fio- 
renzo and the Frigates, which will full into our hands a 
few hours after their arrival. I was most unfortunately 
tlriven a few miles to leeward two dayvS ago, in the height of 
the gale; and a Frigate took that opportunity of sailing from 


• La I'opate. 
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St. Fiorenzo to Calvi with provisions. One of my Frigates 
exchanged a few shot with her, but at too great a distance to 
prevent her getting in. I had so closely blockaded Calvi, that 
they must have surrendered to me at discretion ; not a vessel 
had before got in for the six weeks I have been stationed 
here. This supply will keep them a week or two longer. 
We now know from a deserter, that it was the Melpomene 
who engaged us on October 22nd : she had twenty-four men 
killed, and fifty wounded, and was so much damaged as to 
be laid up dismantled in St. Fiorenzo. She would have 
struck long before we parted, but for the gunner, who opposed 
it ; and when at length the colours were ordered to be struck 
by general consent, we ran into a calm, whilst the other Shij)s 
came up with a fresh breeze, and joined their consort. Ad- 
miral TrogofF^ tells me she is allowed to be tlie finest Frigate 
out of France, and the fastest sailer: we were unhickv to 
select her — the others we could outsail. Had she struck, I 
don’t think the others would have come down, and I should 
have had great credit in taking her from sucli superior force : 
now, of course, nothing can be known of that business, and 
I have to look out for another opportunity ; which is very 
scarce here. 

I have just received a most handsome letter from Lord 
Hood: he looks upon these Frigates as certain, trusting to 
my zeal and activity, and knows, if it is in the ]>ovver of 
man to have them, 1 will secure them. Linzee was to liave 
been here for this service, and to settle plans with (Icncral 
Faoli, the Cl)ief of the Corsicans, relative to landing the 
lroo])s, <fcc. AnclrcNvs*^ is my ambassador. This husinc.'>s 


A French Rear-Admiral, who had zealously co-operated with Lord Iloud at 
'J’oulon against the Republicans. 

* Commodore Robert Liuzee, in the Alcide 74 : he died on Admiral ot tho 
Rliie, in September 1804, 

® On the 17ih of January 1794, (jeiieral Paoli wrote to Captain Nelson iVoni Mu* 
rnto he iia^i on the preceding day received his Letter by Ideutcnatit vd‘or|;e An- 
tlrews, with whom lie had agreed about the Signals. Paoli added,'* A little betore 
i\Ir. (jeorge j A ndrewj* j came, were arrived here, Sir Ciilhert Llliot, Colonel Moore, 

and Major Koehler ; they are gone this morning to reconnoitre the environs ol 

Saint Fiorenzo, and I hope they will bring tt plan such as Lord Hood seems 
desirous to have .’’ — Original in tho Nelson Papers. Lieutenant, alterwaro 
Captain, (Jcoige Andrews, was the brother of tho Miss Andrews nienliono »» 
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going through my hands is a proof of Lord Hood's confi- 
dence in me, and that I shall pledge myself for .nothing but 
what will be acceptable to him. I have promised my people, 
as soon as we have taken Corsica, that I would ask for a 
month’s rest for them ; — except to get provisions, I have 
not been one hour at anchor for pleasure, since April 23rd ; 
but I can assure you I never was better in health, as is 
Josiah. On Sunday I expect Lord Hood and the troops. 
Hoste is indeed a most exceeding good boy, and will shine 
in our Service.^ We shall talk these matters over again in a 
winter’s evening. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nklson. 


iO WJIJJAIM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF 
THE ROYAL HOSPITAL AT GREENWICH. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Agamemnon, St. Fiorenzo, January 17th, 1794. 

My dear Friend, 

I bad some hopes of seeing my friends in England very 
bO(ni but for the present they are at an end, and if 1 do not 
sail from this Country before the spring very far advances, I 
believe I shall give u]) all thoughts of going home till the 
Campaign is finished ; for I should be truly sorry to have the 
chance of laying by the walls for two or three months in the 
height of summer, and when probably we shall have active 
service in this Country. We are a week arrived here from a 
cruise of three weeks off Toulon, durii^ which time we w'ere 
fifteen days under storm-staysails, — indeed such a scries of 
bad weather I never experienced ; the Ships most of them 
strained a good deal, but sustained no material damage, nor 
did a single Sliip part com])any. We saw three French b ri- 
gates, but from the Admiral's anxiety to keep the I leet to- 
gether, he did not make the signal for the Irigales to chase 

Nelson’s letters from St. Omer, unte. An account of Captain Andrews s ser- 
vices is given by Clarke and iVPArlbur, in a note to this Letter : be died in 
.luly lUU), 

‘ No HQticipution was ever more complolcly realized. \ idop. .LW. 
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them till too late in the day, and they most unluckily escaped 
One of them was a crippled Ship : Agamemnon was the next 
to them by six or seven miles, but a Line-of-Battlo Ship never 
chases, I have no doubt but we should have taken one, if 
not two, of them, for few Ships sail equal to us, none I believe 
at present in this Fleet. The Admiral is anxious to get to 
Sea again, to cover our Convoy and expected reinforcements 
from England, and was only waiting till the Berwick, com- 
manded by our shipmate Smith,® was got ready for Sea ; hut 
waiting for her must now be at an end, for last night a very 
heavy sea rolling into the Gulph, the Berwick not having, 1 
understand, her rigging set up, lost all her masts, and is now 
a most complete wreck. I don’t think our shipmate has 
much improved in the art of seamansliip since we parted. 
The Admiral, as you will believe, is mucli out of humour with 
him, thinking wo have not a Seventy-four to spare, the French 
Fleet in the outer road of Toulon being as follows ; Sans 
Culotte 120, Tonnant 80, Ca Ira 80, I.anguedoc 80, Gene- 
reux 74, Censeur 74, Duquesne 74, Centaure 74, Comnurce 
de Bordeaux 74, Mercurc 74, Conquerant 74, Giierrier 74, 
Souverain 74, Heureux 74, Barras 74 : in the inner, Ilardi 
64, Alcide 74; one eight of these very good, six bad, hut will 
to Sea, three very bad, with tw'elve Frigates in the liar- 
hour, and five Corvettes. Fifty sail of Marseilles Ships arc 
fitting for Transports : they have some expedition on font, 
most certainly, — 1 think Port Especia, many others, Corsica. 
Ilemember me most kindly to all your family, and believe 
me ever, 

Your most obliged, 

• IIoiiATio Nkl.son. 


[During groat part of th« y»‘ar Captain Nelson k<*pt, in tliroc 

forms, a Journal of liis prorocMlings : Jnst, Meinoramlu from tlm Vflst ot 
January to tlio l-Jlli of .1 illy, containing litllo more tlian dates and a hri**f 
of occurrences; necimdlu, rather longer details of ©vents from tin* Vlih of 
February to the 1st of April, t/»ir(//y, a regular Journal of th» Sirueot 

Ilastia, beginning on tint Ith of April and <?nding on tho Ith of July; and 
a Journal of the of Calvi, ending on the 10th of August, D'Jl. ^ 

copy of which he sent daily from tlio (himp to Lord Hood. 'Ihe mnl 

2 Captain William .Smith, who w’iih his First Lieutenant ouil Master, wore <lJi> 
missed the Ship by sentence of a Court Martial, for neglect of duty on tbo occa 
sion. 
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second of those Papers, in hhi ovrn autograph, are now in the Nelson Papers; 
but the third, which belonged to Lady Nelson, and was copiously cited 
by Clarke and M'Arthur, cannot now, unfortunately, bo found ; and the loss 
is the more to be regretted, because (besides the unjustifiable practice of altering 
words, and omitting passages) it is not always possible to decide, whether the 
gtatements printed by those writers actually occurred in the Journal, or were inter- 
polated from other sources. Some difficulty arose as to the best mode of printing 
these Papers, — ^whether to give them entire, or to place each entry in the 
exact order of its date. The former plan was first adopted, but it was thought 
advisable to prefer the other arrangement, because the entries sometimes supply 
information not contained in the Letters, and often explain transactions men- 
tioned in them. The Journals vs-ill be distinguished by the letters A, 11, 
and C ; the letter A ” indicating the Memoranda from the .S 1st of January 
to the 13th July ;— •* B ** indicating the Diary from the 24th of February to the 
1st of April ; — and ** C the passages in the larger Journal, (pioted by Clarke 
and M'Arthur, from the 4th of April to the lOtb ofAugust, 17‘)4. Some extracts 
from the Journal of the Siege of Calvi, not given by Clarke and M'Arthur, have 
been found in the Admiralty. Vide p. 407.] 

JOURNAL A. 

January 2 1st.— -Landed about four miles from St. Fio- 
renzo. Burnt the only water-mill in that part of the country, 
much to the distress of the French. 

TO MRS. NKLSON. 

[From Clarkoand M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 14(').] 

Leghorn, January 30th, 1791. 

1 was blown off my Station on the 28th, in tlie hardest gale 
almost ever remembered here. The Agamemnon did well, 
hut lost every sail in her. Lord Hood had joined me oft* 
Corsica the day before ; and would have landed the Troops,'^ 
hut the ^ale has disjiersed them over the fiice of the waters. 
The Victory was very near lost ; however, we arc safe. A 
niimher of Transports are missing. I am fearful the Enemy 
will iTct their JVoops from France before I can return to my 
Station, which will be a vexing thing after my two months’ 
hard fag. 

I hope to get my Ship to sea to-morrow. I direct this to 
bath, where 1 desire you will not want for anything: my 
expenses are by no means great, therefore don’t be afraid of 
nioncy. A circumstance happened a few days past, which 
gave me great satisfaction. January 21st, the French having 

’ I ord Hood put to sen on the ‘24th of Juiiuary, with sixty Sail, coiilaiuiiig 
*^>* 001)8 lor the invasion of CorHicii. 
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their storehouse of flour near a water-mill close to St. 
Fiorenzo, I seized a happy moment, and landed sixty soldiers 
and sixty seamen, in spite of opposition. At landing, tlie 
sailors threw all the flour into the sea, burned the mill — the 
only one they had, and returned on board without the loss 
of a man. The French sent one thousand men at least 
against them, and Gun-boats, &c. ; but the shot went over 
them, and they were just within reach of my guns. It has 
pleased Lord Hood, but this dreadful gale may have blown 
it out of his memory. 

Yours, &c., 

IIoRATio Nelson. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ. LEGHORN. 


[Autograph, in the possession of John Luxford, Esq., the nephew and legatee 
of Mrs. Pollard, whose husband was then ji Merchant at Leghorn. This letter 
relates to the sulo of some Prizes.] 


3 Friday, January 3lst, 17!H. 

Dear Sir, 

We are now at sea, but call on Captain Wolseley, and 
tell him your offer; and if not sold at ronpo before his 
arrival, have no objection to take your money, pledging 
myself for nothing but supposing the invoice to be right. 

Your much obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


1,400 cbequins, Agree,* W. Wolselev. 

7,000/. sterling. 

Pray .send me a little paper by Lowestoffe. 


JOURNAL A. 

February 6th. — Landed at Centuri; burned four polaccas 
loaded with wine for the French Ships at Fiorenzo. 

February 8th. — Landed at Maginaggio ; burned eight Sail 
of Vessels, took four, and destroyed about 1,000 tons of 
wine. 

I Added hy Captain William Wolseley, of the Lowestoffe, of 32 guns : he 
died a Full Admiral. 


0 
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TO ms EXCELLENCY GENERAL PAOLI. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, between Bastia and Cape Corse, 
February 8th, 1794. 

Sir, 

Yesterday at a place called Rocliniar,<5or Porto Novo, they 
had the presumption to lioist National colours, as also the 
Vessels in the liarbour. This morning I sent on shore a Flag 
of Truce, saying that I was come to deliver them from the 
llepnblicans, and wished to be received as friends, but that if 
any opposition was made to tlie landing of the troops I would 
burn tlie place. The answer to this message I have enclosed.^ 

I landed and destroyed the Vessels, they having all National 
colours on board, with five lumdred tons of wine, the 
National colours flying in the Town, and the Tree of Liberty 
planted, botli of which I struck with my own hands. The 
people who left the town assembled on a hill, with the 
National colours flying. 

Wlien at anchor, a Vessel was seen at Sea, I sent a Cut- 
ter in chase of her, who took her. She was from Leghorn 
to tliis place, loaded with corn and salt fish, &:c. She pro- 
duced a Pass from your Excellency, dated in October last. 

1 have sent the vessel to the Isle llousse, that your Ex- 
cellency may know to what an unworthy object your pro- 
tection was bestowed ; and I think you will agree with me, 
that she ought only to be considered as laiemy’s property ; 
for certainly only our iMiemies could be benefited by her 
voyages to Leghorn. 

I ain, your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

N.ll. I am sorry the Ragusa Ship*'^ has been for some time 
in Bastia : certain she is not in L’Avasina. 

“ Sic in the MS., but apparently a clerical error of the transcriber for “ Rog- 
liiini.” 

’ Vide p. a.V). 

“ In a l.eltor from Cioneral Paoli to Captain Nelson, dated Murato, ‘24 
January 1794, ho said : — 

“ Los potits Corsairos do Bastia ont pris un batiinent de Raguso cdiarge do 
enton, soie, sucre, callo, ot autres objots do valour : colte prise est encore ii ci.’nj 
niilly de distance du Port ou olio ne peut pas entre. Un ir.nrchand Anglois y 
est detenh prisonnier and he added in a Postscript, Le vaisscaii de 
haguse cjui a pris est dens la bause dile L*Avaiinti a cinq millo Xord de 
bastia.’'- - in the N^'lson Papers, 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, at anchor, off Porto Novo, February 8th, 1791, 

My Lord, 

Yesterday at this place, they hoisted National colours as I 
passed, as also the Vessels in the harbour. I went to TAvasina, 
but there is no Ship there. Captain Fremantle tells luo, 
a Ship under Ragusa colours is in Rastia. This morning 
being very fine, I anchored here, and sent on shore a message 
to say I was come to deliver them from the Republicans, 
and wished to be received as friends, but that if a musket 
was fired, I would burn the Town. The answer*^ is literally 
as translated, viz., 

‘ We are Republicans ; that is sufficient. It is not at 
Magina you ought to address yourself. Go to St. Fiorenzo, 
Bastia, or Calvi : — they will give you an answer such as 
you desire. The soldiers which I command are true soldiers 
of France. The Commander of the Military of Cape 
Corse.’ 

From this answer, I landed, and struck the National colours 
with my own hand, and ordered the Tree of Liberty to be cut 
down. The Commander retiring to a hill, with National co- 
lours, and his troops. Wc destroyed about five luindrod tmis 
of wine ready to be shipped, and ten sail of Vessels.^ 

Just as we were coming . . [The remainder is lost.] 


^ The original Letter of the French Commandant is in the Nelson Papers: 

** Nous sommes Itepublicains. Ce mot scul doit suffiro. Ce n’est point im 
Maginaggio, lieu sans deffence, u qui il fuut voiis adresser. Allez. uSt 
rent, Pastia, ou Calvi, et l*ou vous repondr&, selon vos desirs. I’mir la 
trouppes que je commande elle est pr6lo a vous inontrer qu’elle est conijjose de 
Soldats Francais. 

Lo Command^ IMilitairo dii 
'* Cape Corse,” 

® Maginaggio is about a mile from Kogliani. 

® General Paoli writing to Nelson on the l.'ith of February 1794, daid 
I he puriisliiijcnt inflicted on the inhabitants of Uogliani with the burnini; o 
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JOURNAL A. 

February 12th. — Attacked a French Courier-boat, whose 
crew got on shore at Capreia ; after a very smart contest, in 
which I lost six men, carried her. 

TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[partly from Clarke and M'Artlujr, vol. i, p. 118, and partly from an auto- 
graj)!) draught.] 

Agamemnon, off Cabrera, February 13th, 1794. 

My Lord, 

In addition to the paper I enclose for your Lordshi])''s in- 
formation, I have to acquaint you, that on Sunday the 9th, 

I anchored at Cabrera,^ to see if any of theFinemy’s privateers 
were lying in that port. I sent a message on shore to the 
Governor, to say, that the trade in these Seas had been very 
much annoyed by the Enemy’s privateers which harboured 
in (’abrera, and that if any other Vessels were there belonging 
to the French, I should take them. The answer sent me was, 
that he had orders to admit of no search whatever in Ca- 
brera ; and that if I attempted it, he should repel me to the 
utmost of his power. My next message to him was, that I 
wislicd to be friendly, but unless he would give liis word of 
honour that there were no Vessels in the Port under French 
llcj)ublican colours, I would search them. The Governor 
upon this#gave his word of honour, and I did not think it 
right to proceed further. 

This is a new Governor, the former ohe being turned 
out for allowing the Ilomulus and Meleager to take two 
Vessels out of the Port. Every person in the Island was 
under arms to opjiose us. There are now' lying in the 

tlioir Sliips was well deserved by tlieir cowardice in permitting that few des- 
perate strangeis should provocate your anger upon thi in, Ibe inhabitants have 
cerfiiiiily the best dispositions to come to us again, wlien they may expect to bo 
supported, but the little resistance they made lately when the hreiu h established 
tluMnsclves again in (’ape Corse has exposed them to all the mistortunes they 
now livhour under. Tlio answer to your otVers from the Commanding tlfncer 
tliere was (piito in a Guascoii’s way, and his llight afterwards well answered to 
the Ostentation of his expression .’* — Oi igituil in the Melson Papers. 

Gtuierally called Cnpraja, n small Island, about throe leagues trom 

Cape Corse, of which the English, under Nelson, took possession in 1796. 

VuL. j, A A 
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port fifteen Sail of Vessels ; their cargoes of flour were 
landed whilst we were there ; several of them are under Cor- 
sican colours, which the French make all the Corsican boats 
carry, by which means they get free admission into Leghorn, 
and land corn : all the Genoese vessels are, I understand, 
also from Leghorn. I send you a Pass very improperly 
granted by the Sardinian Consul. Yesterday morning three 
sail of Boats under Corsican colours got into Cabrera : when- 
ever we take them, they are Paolf s friends ; when they get 
away, they are against him. 

I had occasion yesterday to send my barge to the Gun- 
boat at the farther end of the Island, passing a small Cove, 
where a boat was laying; she was fired on, and one of the 
men severely wounded. This was too much for mot to sufler. 
I took the boats, troops, and Fox Cutter, and went to the 
Cove, where a number of people were posted behind rocks, 
(where we could not land,) who fired on us. It was a point 
of honour to take her ; and after attempting in vain to dis- 
lodge the people, I boarded the Boat, and brought her out, 1 
am sorry to say with the loss of six men wounded. She was 
a French Courier-boat from Bastia to Antibes; an Odicer 
with a National cockade in his liat was killed, with several 
people. I don’t think the Genoese troops came to assist 
them, at least none of their uniform was seen, 1 am, with 
great respect, &c. 

Ho RATIO Nki.sox. 


lo MRS. NKLSON. 

I From Clarke and M'Artliur, vol. i. p. 

At Sen, February 1791. 

I am just going into Leghorn to get water. Corsica I 
hope will fall in due time : Commodore Linzec has the 
command of the Sea-bu.siness, Lord Hood is in the ollnig. 
I have had the pleasure to fidfil the service I had been em- 
ployed upon, since leaving Tunis, neither allowing provi.sions 
nor troops to get into Corsica, nor the Frigates to come out. 
I arn next going to cruise off Bastia, to prevent succours from 
getting in there. Corsica is a wonderfully fine Island. 
are anxious to hear how Parliament likes the War. I 
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still of opinion it cannot last much longer ; not by the French 
having an absolute Monarchy again, but by our leaving them 
alone; perhaps the wisest method we can follow. You will 
remember me in the kindest manner to my Father. God bless 
you. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND DIXON IIOSTE, GODWICK HALL. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Sir William Hoste, Bart.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn, February 14lh, 1794. 

Dear Sir, 

Yon cannot receive much more pleasure in reading this let- 
ter than I have in writing it, to say, that your Son'^ is every- 


3 The late Captain Sir William Hoste, Bart., K. C. B., who has been already 
mentioned, as having commenced bis career with Nelson. He obtained Post 
Hank in January 1002, and after distinguishing himself on numerous occasions 
in the Amphion of 32 guns in the Adriatic, fought one of the most gallant Ac- 
tions of the whole \Var, off Lissa, on the I3lh of March 1811, when in command 
of a Sijuadron of four Frigates, he defeated a French and Italian Squadron of very 
superior force, destroyed one, captured two, and compelled another of the 
Kneniy’s frigates to surrender. On going into Action, Captain Hoste sltowed 
his affectionate remembrance of his immortal Patron by the Signal, IIf.membeu 
N'ilson.” He received tlie Naval Medal, was created a Baronet, and a Knight 
(.oinmaiuler of the Bath, and a Knight of the Imperial Order of Maria Theresa, 
Sir William Hoste died in December, 1828, leaving, besides other children, his 
Son, the present Captain Sir William Hoste, Bart., who has obligingly contri- 
liutod the above, and other Letters. I'he following Letter to his lato gallant 
Fiitlier, though not from Lord Nelson, is on many accounts too interesting to be 
omitted. Nelson, in his early Correspondence, frequently mentions Charteg 
lioyies^ the Son of the Collector of the Customs at Wells, in Norfolk. At the 
time of the Action off Lissa, Charles Boiiles had his flag flying as a Rear-Admiral 
in the (’anopus at Palermo ; and he thus congratulated his friend and fellow 
Countryman on his brilliant ncliievement : 


'* Canopus, Palermo, April 2nd, [1811.] 


“ My dear Hoste, 

“ Nothing can be more grateful to my feelings than congratulating you on 
this most glorious occasion. Your gallant conduct and distinguished bravery 
will for ever immortalize your name, and make our ("ounty of dumplings and 
dripping, rcjoico to think they have still preserved for its protection a brilliant 
spark from the shrine of our immortal Countryman, Lord Nelson. iMav you live 
long to coniinuo your glorious career, and receive the most honourable rew.ards 
of a grateful Country. 

“ J have transmitted, by Eclair last night, to Cagliari, to intercept the Packet, 

A A 2 
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thing which his dearest friends can wish him to be ; and is a 
strong proof that the greatest gallantry may lie under the most 
gentle behaviour. Two days ago it was necessary to take a 
small Vessel from a number of people who had got on shore 
to prevent us. She was carried in high style^ and your good 
Son was by my side:"^ we had six men badly wounded. 

I am, dear Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I beg you will make my respects to Mr. Coke and to Mrs. 
Coke.^ 


JOURNAL A. 

February 19th. — Landed at L’Avasina, took the Tower of 
Miomo, and drove the French within gunshot of the walls of 
Bastia. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From Clarke and M'Arlliur, vol i. p. 

Fohriiarv 17 Pi. 

I had a good opportunity of looking at Bastia this morning, 
its means of defence are as follows : On the Town- wall next 

copies of your Official F.etler.s, Lino of Uatile, Lists of tlie killed ajjd wounded, 
tlip Correspondence with tin* French Officer, and his answer, to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, arjd the Orijrirjals of tho W’hole to the Coinmander-inChief. 1 
have likewise privatclv wrote to Mr. Coke, to {^ive him an opportunity of tellinj;; 
your father and niotln r of your nohle deeds. 

“ I hope this will find your wounds in a fair way of jjjetting well, and that, all 
those j?allant Ilcne-s, the comjinnions of your JSattle, are doing well. Pray pris<at 
to Captains Whitby, Gordon, and Hornby, my warmest congratulations on their 
heroism so illustriously displayed on the 13th March 1811. May they ren ivrt 
every mark of Public approbation so justly their duo, is iny most anxious wi.di. 
I’oor Clephane laments his misfortune in being so far from you, as not to j)a!tici* 
pate in your glory, lie is on board his now Ship, and desires to bv. kimtlv 
remembered to you. 

** I Lope this wdll find you all at Malta safe. 

“1 am, my dear IIost<*, 

“ \ our Sincere Friend, and (proud to say) Countryman, 

“CiiAULts lioYms*” 

* At Capreja. vide pp. 364 and 365. 

^ Of Holkbam. 
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the sea, about twenty embrasures ; to the Southward of the 
Town, two guns are mounted on a work newly thrown up, and 
an Officer’s guard encamped there ; they are also throwing 
up a small work commanding a large road to the Southward 
of the Town, which leads towards the mountains. I observed 
at the back of the Town four stone works, all with guns: two 
of them appeared strong, the others are stone guard-houses. 
In the Mole is La Fleche, 20 guns, which came out from 
Tunis with the other Frigates; she is dismantled, and her guns 
arc put on the outworks. 

Yesterday a Flag of Truce, with a Note from General Paoli, 
came off from a place called Erbalonga, to say they were 
friends of General Paoli’s, and wanted muskets and ammuni- 
tion. I asked them how long they had been our friends ? 
one of them, who called himself General Paoli’s commander 
of Volunteers on Cape Corse replied, ‘ Ever since the day 
you took Maginaggio.* They may be good friends, if it is 
their interest to be so ; but I am rather inclined to believe 
they will always cry, ‘ Long live the Conqueror.’ However, 
they are active fellows, and may be of great use, if wc land 
near Bastia. 

1 had received information at Leghorn, that the cargo 
of the llagusan vessel had been landed at I’Avasina. 1 
therefore went on shore this morning,^ but unluckily the 
cargo had been carried to Bastia thirteen days ago: had 
General Paoli’s friends given him this information, we might 
have made a valuable capture. I carefully examined the 
landing-places near Bastia, and can take upon me to say, that 
troops and cannon may be laniled with great ease to the 
Southward of the Town at any distance you please, on a level 
country. If I may be permitted to judge, it would rec[uire 
1000 troops, besides seamen, Corsicans, &c. to make any 
successful attemf)t against Bastia. The Enemy, from all ac- 
counts I could learn, have about four hundred Begiilars ; and 
altogether 2000 men carrying muskets. 

I am, i'^c., 

Horatio Nelson. 

* In bis Journal (vido p. 3o(i) Nelson states that on the 19th of February 
(dio (latti of this Letter) he landed at L'Avisina, took the Tower of iMioino, and 
<hovo tlio Krt?nch within };iui-shot of Bastia. It is remarkable that he did not 
the circumstance in this Dispatch. 
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TO VICE-ADMIttAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conwaj.] 

Agamemnon, February 22nd, 1794-, between Cape Corse and Bastiu. 

My Lord, 

I was honoured by your letter of the 19th, yesterday morn- 
ing, by the Cutter, and beg leave most sincerely to congra- 
tulate your Lordship on the taking Fiorenzo.^ We saw 
plainly, when evening set in on the 19th, the lire at Fiorenzo, 
and had no doubts but it was the Frigates on fire. We were 
close to Bastia. On receiving your letter, I bore away for the 
Cape, and at 4 r. M. joined Bomuliis. Captain Sutton had 
landed the arms, &c., before I got to him at the place ho was 
ordered. I hope my letter sent by the Tartar, and, by Cap- 
tain Fremantle put on board the Terpsichore, will convoy to 
your Lordship the information you wanted about Bastia. I 
am now going to take another look at tlic place, when 1 shall 
send this letter. To the northward of the Town, at tlirco 
miles distance, troops may be safely landed ; and a good njad 
for marching all the way to Bastia, but not for heavy artil- 

* St. Fiorenzo was taken on the l7lb of February ; and the French havinsj 
retreated to Bastia, Lord Hood pr()[)Osed to Lieutenant-General Dundas [after* 
wards General Sir l^avid Duudus, K.B.,) the Commander of tlio Forces, to 
reduce it. General Dundas, however, considering the plan impracticable, re- 
fused his co-operation without a reinforcement of 2,000 men from Gibraltar. 
Lord Hood determined to take Bastia with the Naval force only, and gave the 
command of the Seamen employed in the batteries to Nelson. Clarke aa I 
M'Arthur have printed the following remarkable Extract from Lord Hood's 
Letter to General Dundas respecting the operations against Bastia, dated 
Victory in Martello Bay, Oth iMarch 1704 : “ 1 am honoured with your Letter ot 
yesterday’s date, in whicli you are pleased to say, ‘ after mature considoratioii, 
and a personal inspection for several days of all circumstances, local as well :i>j 
others, I consider the Siege of Bastia, with our present means and force, to be 
a most visionary and rash attempt, such as no Ollicor could ho justiiital in un- 
dertaking,’ In answer to which, I must lake the liberty to observe, Hiat Imw- 
ever visionary and rash an attempt to rcnluce Bastia may bo in your O|iinion, 
to me it appears very much the reverse, and to be j)erfectly a right measure; 
and I beg here to repeat my answer to you, upon your saying, two days ago, 
that I should be of a flifferent opinion to wbut I had expressed, were tin* re- 
sponsibility upon ray shoulders, ‘ that nothing would be more gratify in g to my 
feelings, than to have the whole responsibility upon me nnd I am now ready 
and willing to undertake the reduction of Ba.slia at my own risk, with the fon-’*' 
an I means at present here, being stronglv impressed with the necessity ol if- 
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lery ; but probably landing-places may be found to the north- 
ward of Bastia, much nearer than three miles. I see the little 
Camp with two guns, en barbette^ is intended to prevent land- 
ing to the southward, as I dare say the shot will reach to 
the opening of the Lagoon: but then troops may land under 
cover of Gun-boats and other small Vessels, although Ships 
cannot get in. But every defence of Bastia is plainly to 
he seen from the sea, and in my opinion will soon fall. Yes- 
terday morning, a very large Swedish ship from the Le- 
vant, loaded with corn, was within two miles of Bastia. I 
believe he intended for that Port ; but if [he] had not, the 
l)oats would have carried her in, but we were between her 
and the Town. We could not get to his papers, except the 
common ones, as he is in quarantine. Nothing shall get in, 
you may be assured. 

Saturday evening. I have just had a boat off from Erba- 
longa : they say that our landing at I’Avasina, and marching 
so near Bastia, has been of the greatest service to them, as 
tile Enemy intended that night coming with Gun-boats and 
troops, and burning all the revolted villages. All the Corsi- 
cans, to the very walls of Bastia, have now declared for us, and 
they tell me not much less than 1000 are now under the out- 
works of Bastia ; indeed we have seen the firing of musketry 
the whole evening. 

Sunday noon. It is only just no\v I have been able to ex- 
amine Bastia more closely. I find the Enemy every hour 
arc strengthening their works. The two guns mounted en 
barbette arc now making a half-moon battery. I ]xisscd close 
with Romulus and Tartar, the Enemy opened their fire from 
the battery. We directly dislodged them, and they to a man 
quitted the works. The Town opened on us with shot and 
sliells, but without doing us any damage of consequence: our 
guns were so exceedingly well pointed, that not one shot was 
filed in vain ; a parcel of powder for one battery blew up, and 
did apparently considerable damage. Indeed, my Lord, I 
wish tlie troops were here : I am sure, in its present state 
it will soon fall. I don’t think the Corsicans have the strong 

Uotnulus, 3t>, Captain John Sutton, afterwards Vice-Admiral Sir John Sutton, 
K. ( . ' 1 '},^, 'I’lirtar, 2R. w uh commanded hy Captain, afterwards Vico-Admiral 

llidmas Francis Fremantle, Hart.. G.C.H., G.C.M.G. 
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post General Paoli mentions, or I think I must have known it. 
They tell me the garrison of Fiorenzo is got into Bastia. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL B. 

February 24th — The Enemy came out and carried off the 
guns from the work wc fired on yesterday. A Ragusa Ship 
came out of the Mole, who informed us that our shot had 
done much damage, and killed several gunners. 

February 2oth. — Lord Hood, with five Sail in siglit, to 
Leeward. Two Corsican boats came off to tell me our troops 
were on the liills (believe we see them), and to beg ammuni- 
tion. *^aw the French attack the Corsicans, and carry a vil- 
lage, which they burned to the ground. At half- past noon 
we being within shot of the Town, tliey fired on us with 
both shot and shells; did not return a single gun. Alaiiy 
went over us, and all round us, but not one struck the Ship. 
The bursting of one shell shook the Ship very much. The 
Enemy have begun a new work, just to the Southward of the 
Town. In the afternoon, at four o’clock, bore down to the 
Enemy’s new work, and began to cannonade it, but it falling 
calm, could not perceive we did the Enemy much harm ; 
hauled off’. Being within shot of the Town, they fired on us 
with both shot and shells: returned the fire, and did good 
service. 


JOURNAL A. 

February 24th,’^ — Ran down the Town of Bastia, and cmi- 
nonaded it for two hours. 

February 26th. — Drove tlie French from a work they were 
making to the Southward of Bastia. 

JOURNAL B. 

February 26th. — Joined Lord Hood. 

February 27th. — The Fleet blown off’ in a gale of wind : 
none but Agamemnon able to keep her Station. 

February 28th. — Off* Bastia: Lord Hood not in sight. 

^ Neltioo seeiLS to have run his pen through this date, and did not inseit 
anotlier. 



35.] 


LETTERS. 


361 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clark and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. 154.] 

Off linstio, February 20tb, 1794. 

My dear Fanny, 

I write literally to say I am well, never better, and in active 
service, which I like. Lord Hood expresses himself on every 
occasion well pleased with my conduct. He is come on this 
side himself, but would not bring an older Captain than me ; 
therefore the Naval service at Bastia is intrusted to my direc- 
tion, under his Lordship. I have now six Frigates with me. 
Our little brush last Sunday, happened at the moment when 
part of our Army made their appearance on the hills over 
Bastia, they liaving marched over land from St. Fiorenzo, 
which is only twelve miles distant. The General sent an ex- 
press to liOrd Hood at Fiorenzo to tell him of it. AVhat a 
noble sight it must have been ! indeed, on board it was the 
grandest thing I ever saw. If I had carried with me five 
hundred troops, to a certainty I should have stormed the 
Town, and 1 believe it might have been carried. Armies go 
so slow, that Seamen think they never mean to get forward ; 
hut [ dare say they act on a surer principle, although we 
s' ldom fail. You cannot think how ydeased Lord Hood has 
been with my attack on Sunday last, or rather my repelling 
of an attack which the Enemy made on me. He is gone to 
I'orto Ferrajo for some supplies, but will return in two days. 

I inn to anchor, to have communication with the Army. Bastia 
is a large Town, and populous, having 10,000 inhabitants; 
there is a fine Mole for shipping. If we take Corsica, of which 
I have not the smallest doubt, I hope we shall keep it. 

The Natives seem to hate the French, and are a brave 
people, and free. The attachment of the Corsicans to Gene- 
ral Paoli is wonderful. When 1 took ]Mii)mo‘hiear Bastia, the 
Corsicans all declared for the Englisii ; and a gentleman came 
down and said, ‘ I can now venture to say, bow attached I am 
to Paoli p upon which, taking a miniature of him from his 
bosom, he kissed it, and hundreds on their knees immediately 


* Lieutenant General lJuudus. 


’ Vide p, 356. 



362 


LETTERS. 


[1794. 


begged to do the same. This is pure affection. Paoli ha*^ 
nothing to give them, nor any honours to bestow. It is 
tribute of a generous people to a Chief who has sacrificed every- 
thing for their benefit. I hope he will live to see the 
Corsicans truly free. It is a fine Island, and well culti- 
vated, but the produce has been kept under by numerous 
detachments of French soldiers. Their wines interfered with 
those of France, and in consequence their exportation was 
almost prohibited. Should it belong to us, it would soon be 
a ricli country ; but would materially hurt the Italian 
powers. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelsox. 


TO WILMAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[Autograph in the possession of Captain Montagu Montagu, U.N.] 

Agamemnon, off Jhistia, March 1st, 1791. 

My dear Sir, 

We arc still in the busy scene of war, a situation in wliit li 
1 own I feel pleasure, more especially as all my actions have 
given great satisfaction to my Commander-in-Cliief. I'he 
blocking up of Corsica he left to me : it has been accom- 
y)lisbed in the most complete manner, not a boat got in, or a 
single soldier landed, although eight thousand men were oui- 
barked at Nice. 

On the 7th of February, Lord Hood took the com- 
mand off' St. Fiorenzo, and I went off Bastia. Wc have 
had active service; four times I have been on shore with 
the troops, always successful, and induced all the Corsicans 
in this Port to declare for us. The French kept them in gn at 
awe, by quartering troops in every village. On the ‘ifird 
February we went against Bastia merely to reconnoUix : it 
turned into a battle, which lasted one hour and three quar- 
ters. I had the Romulus and "I'artar frigates with me. Wc 
had a strong force against us; but the fire from Agamemnon 
was so strong and close, that the Enemy ran from their guns, 
and only fiieil wlum wc were past. Wc totally destroyed a 
six guns just without the town. The Army is 
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within four miles of Bastia. As soon as they are ready to 
act, I have no doubt Bastia will very soon be taken, although 
the Enemy have 62 guns mounted, besides mortars. Your 
picture of Bastia is very like, only adding a Citadel. Wc did 
the Enemy great damage, as wc learn from a Dane who 
had been with a cargo of corn, but who was glad to get away. 
I^ord Hood is just arrived,' but has not brought an older Cap- 
tain than myself with him. I am to anchor and act with the 
Army. Maurice Suckling is not yet made a Lieutenant, but, 

I hope, will in time. Promotion is very slow now Toulon is 
lost ; and the additional Lieutenants being taken away from 
the small Ships, will make it the longer before it comes to 
his turn, as they are to !)e put into Ships as vacancies happen. 
1 should be glad he was made. Your letters give me great 
pleasure; and I hope, when you feel leisure, you will indulge 
me by writing. The French have got three Sail of the Line in 
the outer road of Toulon ready for Sea, a proof that all their 
stores w’ere not burnt. 

T beg you will give my kindest remembrances to Mrs. 
Suckling, Miss Suckling, and all your family. Best respects 
to ]Mr. llumsey and family, who, 1 hope, are all wcW: shall 
be very glad to take you all again by the hand. Believe 
me, 

Your most affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO rilE REVEREND MH. NELSON, DILBOIIOIOIL 

[Autograi)}], in the Nelson Papers.] 

« 

Agamemnon, March 1st, 1791, otV Bastia, in Corsica. 

My dear Brother, 

As Mrs. Nelson is removed from your neighbourhood, I 
know you love to hear a little of what is going forward, 
therefore shall send you some extracts of our Journal. 1 
feel myself very much oliligcd by your offer about the farm, 
hut don’t think I shall make prize-money enough to purchase 
an estate; and if I do, must look out for a house and grounds 


• See Nelson’s Journal, vide p. .*>66, post. 



364 


LETTERS. 


[1794. 


in some measure ready made. It is too late for me to begin. I 
assure you and Mrs. Nelson I feel myself very much obliged by 
your attention to my Mrs. Nelson. Where is General Wliito ? 
I suppose your letter came by him, but I have neither seen 
or lieard of him; but I must begin my Journal from Janu- 
ary 21st. You must judge if we have been active. 

January 21st. — Landed sixty troops and sixty seamen 
within a very short distance of Fiorenzo witli some opposition. 
The soldiers stood guard, and the seamen destroyed a large 
store of flour for the garrison, and set the mill on fire. 
The Enemy sent 1000 men, but our activity had done the 
job before their arrival, and they only got a few scattering 
shot at us. I was not on shore, but may say it was ama- 
zingly well conducted. My merit, if that is any, was seizing 
the happy moment. The Enemy lost many men ; we had 
not a man hurt. 

February 5th. — Landed the troops, and anchored two Ihi- 
gates off the port of Centuri. After a very trifling op|)().si- 
tion, took possession of the Town and Harbour. It being 
low water, was obliged to burn six Sail, four of them loaded 
with wine for the garrison of St. Fiorenzo. Only one man, 
belonging to a Frigate, was killed. Received the thanks of the 
inhabitants for sparing the Town. 

February 6th and 7th. — Lord Hood and the troo])s arrived, 
landing near IMortella Tower. Left the Fleet, being ordered 
to block up Bastia. 

February 3th. — At eight o’clock anchored with the 'rart.ir, 
off the town of Maginaggio : sent a flag of truce on shore to 
demand an immediate surrender. Having received a very 
insolent answer, viz. ‘ We arc Republicans, that is suflicieiit. 
Go to St. Fiorenzo, to Bastia, or Calvi. — There you will get 
such an answer as you desire : the troops which I conmnind, 
and which are ready to give you a meeting, are true French 
soldiers.’^ I immediately landed, when this famous Commander 
and his troops ran away, and 1 had the satisfaction of striking 
the National Flag with my own hand. We found the 
full of provisions for Bastia, which we destroyed, and ten 
of Vessels. You will recollect our time could be but short. 


' Vi(l<* j). ante. 
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In a few lioursj ten times our numbers could be got together 
to oppose us ; therefore we could carry nothing away. 

February 9th. — Anchored in Capreia, a Genoese port. The 
Governor assured me there was no vessel under Republican 
colours there. Sailed next day. 

February 12th. — Saw a small Dispatch-boat get into a Cove 
in Capreia. Sent the boats to attack her, but they were 
heat off*. Went myself, boarded the vessel, and brought 
her off. We had six men badly wounded: we killed many 
of the French, and the Officer commanding her. 

February 19th. — Went on shore with sixty troops five 
miles to the North of Bastia. Marched to within twi) miles 
and a half of Bastia, where we took the village and tower of 
^[oinio, the French running away. These successes induced 
all the Corsicans in this })art of Corsica to declare for us, and 
are now acting against the French. At night saw over the 
hills the Frigates on fire at Fiorenzo. 

On the 2 1 St received Ford Hood^s letter, announcing the 
fall of Fiorenzo. 23rd, wishing to reconnoitre Bastia, and to 
the Southward of it close, 1 passed a battery of six guns, 
which bi'gan on us, the ships ])roceeding as named, Agamem- 
non, Romulus, 'i'artar. At the third shot we got the distance 
so exact, that we very soon drove the French out of the bat- 
tery, and totally destroyed it, getting wit Inn shot of the 
Town. They began on us wdth shot and shells, and from the 
works over the Town. I backed our main top-sail, and ])assed 
slowly along the Town. The cannonading lasted one hour and 
three ([uarters. We did them great damage, as we see, and 
by a Dane wlu) immediately came out, we hear they lost a 
number of men. We suppose they fired on ns with twenty- 
seven guns and four mortars, besiiles those on the out- 
works; and although each Ship was struck in the hiilh yet 
«ot a man was killed or wounded. Oiir troops were just 
HI tsight on the hills, having marched over-land from I'io- 
J’cnzo, which is only twelve miles distant. General Duuilas 
sent an express to Lord Hood to give him an account of it. 
It must have been a fine sight from the hills. On the 2oth, 
getting too near in a calm, they fired on me with shot and shells, 
some of which burst very near us, so as to shake Agamemnon. 
Our troops are not yet got to work. I can’t think wliat they 
after. Give my kindest remembrances to Mrs. Nelson 
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and my Aunt, and your children, and compliments at Swaff. 
ham. Believe me. 

Your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Write to me, and direct to the care of John Udney, Esq., 
his Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Leghorn : some postage 
must be paid, but don’t know how much. 


JOURNAL B. 

March 1 st. — Off Bastia. 

March 2nd. — Lord Hood in sight. 

]March 3rd. — Lord Hood made my Signal, and acquainted 
me of the retreat of our Troops from the Heights, and of 
their return to St. Fiorenzo. Saw General Diindas’s letter to 
Lord Hood,^ as also Paoli’s. What the General could have 
seen to have made a retreat necessary, I cannot conceive. 
The Enemy’s force is 1,000 Regulars, and 1,000 or 1,500 
Irregulars. I wisli not to be thought arrogant, or pre- 
sumptuously sure of my own judgment, but it is my firm 
opinion that the Agamemnon with only the Frigates now hero, 
lying against the Town for a few hours with 500 troops 
ready to land, when wchad battered down the Sea-wall, would 
to a certainty carry the place. I presumed to piropose it to 
Lord Hood, and Ids Lordship agreed with me; but that he 
sliould go to Fiorenzo, and hear what the General had to 
say, and that it would not be pro])er to risk Juiving our 
Ships crip])led without a co-operation of the Army, whuh 
consists of i,()00 Regulars, and IttO Artillery-men, all in good 
health, and as good troops as ever marched. We now know, 
from three Ragusa Ships and one Dane, that our cannonade 
on Sunday, the 23rd February, threw the Town into the 
greatest consternation ; that it alniOvSt f)roduced an insurrec- 
tion ; that La Combe St. Michel, the Commissionor from 
the Convention, was obliged to hide himself, for had he boon 
found and massacred, to a certainty the Town would have 
been siirrcnclered to me. But St. jMichel having declared 
he would bbrv up the Citadel with himself was the only thing 
which prevented a boat coming off to us with offers. A magazine 
* Vido p. a.>a. 



;ET. 35.3 


LETTERS. 


367 


blew up, and the people believe we fired nothing but hot 
gliot. The French shot were all hot ; that by our cannonade 
on Tuesday afternoon, the 25th February, the Camp was so 
uiuch annoyed that the French run, and in the Town they 
f;o fully expected I should land, that St. Michel sent orders 
for the La Fleche to be burnt, but it falling cairn, I could 
not lay near enough the Town to do good service. Many 
people were killed and wounded, and the Master of the 
Ragusa, who has been on board me, had a piece shot out 
of his leg, and the man next him killed. [ lament that 
several women were killed, and a most beautiful girl of seven- 
teen. Such are the horrors of war. My Ship’s cooipany 
behaved most amazingly well. They begin to look upon 
themselves as invincible, almost invulnerable : believe they 
would fight a good battle with any Ship of two decks out of 
France. Lord Hood offered me the Courageux 74, but I 
declined it : shall stay by Agamemnon. 

March 4th. — Close off llastia. Romney joined. 


TO MRS. ^’ELSON. 


[From Clarkoand McArthur, vol. i. p. loo.] 

Agamemnon, March 4th, 1794. 

i\Iy dear Fanny, 

You will be surprised to bear that the English General, 
Dundas,- has retired from before Rastia without making an 
attack. God knows what it all means. Lord Hood is gone 
to St. Fiorenzo to the Army, to get them forward again. A 
thousand men would to a certainty take Rastia ; with five 
hundred, and Agamemnon, I would attempt it. Lord Hood 
said ])id)licly, that if he thought it ])ropcr to give me 
three Sail of the liine, and 500 men, he was sure 1 should 
V'lke the Town, although jirohahly not the heights ; hut he 
would not sacrifice his seamen and Shi})s in doing, what the 
finest Army of its size that ever marched couki, and wish to 
do. General Paoli has told them, that if they don’t keep my 
|^i)rcc low, I shall take Rastia, before they pitch their tents 
St. Fiorenzo ; liowcver, these are only civil speeches. 

* Vide p. ante. 

8 
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But we now know that I was very near getting possession on 
Sunday the 23rd. If I had force to go again and cannonade 
it, I believe I should yet get it. My seamen are now what 
British seamen ought to be, to you I may say it, almost 
invincible : they really mind shot no more than peas. 

Yours, &c. 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO AaCE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, oft'Bastia, March .5th, 1794. 

My Lord, 

If your Lordship pleases to send me some Gun-boats I 
think they may be very useful this fine weather in harassing 
the Enemy. 

By a llagusa vessel come out since your Lordship’s depar- 
ture, I learn that the Enemy are in the greatest apprehen- 
sion of our landing near the Town, which, in my opinion, 
would fall on the first vigorous attack. That the works on 
the hills would annoy the Town afterwards is certain, but the 
Enemy being cut off from all supplies (the provisions in 
the Town being of course in our possession) would tliink 
of nothing but making the best terms they could for them- 
selves. The Enemy are now at work on the hill near Cardo, 
and are also beginning a work on a hill above it, and have 
made a road to the top of the mountains. 

La Combe St. Michel^ ordered the La Eleche to Le got 
ready for burning on Tuesday the 25th. This Master was 
wounded, a piece being sliot out of his leg. ‘ He tells me that 
the inhabitants are in the greatest dread of being given ii}> 
to the Corsicans. Some good use may possibly be made of 
this terror. I shall take care and keep ratlier to the South- 
ward of Bastia, as your Lordship recommends. Your letter 
to Monsieur de Erediani* 1 landed yesterday. lie wrote me he 
had something to coniiniinicate, and wished me to send a con- 

® The Frenclj Comeiamler, vide p. 366, 

* V^ide p. 3u7. 

^ J. dc Frediani, Governor of the province of Balagne in Corsica. 
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fidential Officer, which I have clone. lie has not yet returned. 
Captain Clarke^ of tl)e 69th Regiment, having tlie charge of 
the Regimental accounts, has asked my leave to go to Fiorenzo, 
which I have permitted. He is the Officer I mentioned to 
your Lordship, and will be the bearer of this letter. The 
Kncmy have just begun a battery in the Town, just to the 
Northward of the Mole, at the place I conceived our troops 
might have landed. The Romney has joined me. 1 liope 
very soon to see your Lordslup and the troops, ami that 
Bastia will be in our possession. 

I am your I.iordship’s most faithful, 

Hoiiatio Nelsox. 


TO VICK ADMIRAL LORI) HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Agamemnon, off IVastia, March 6th, 1704. 

4 P.M. 

My Lord, 

The Vanneau has just joined ; and I have ordered Captain 
Paget*’ to ])roceed to St. Fiorenzo. 1 have just received a 
letter from Mons. J. de Frediani, to say, that their Camp will 
be lost, unless I can cither destroy a battery which the 
l a) 'my made yesterday on the North of the Town, or land two 
eightceij-pounders, with men, ammunition, &c. I shall do 
either one or the other, or both, if yiossihlc. Rastia will be 
lost, if we are not active. I trust you will approve of my 
intentions: I see the necessity of something being done 
directly. 

The Ragusa which I took on Tuesday morning lias, I 
siis'pectcd, and liave just received accounts, money and 
other valuable effects on board, besides a cargo of cotton, 
dyes, 8cc. I am anxious to see our troops over the Hill. 

Relieve me, 

Your most faithful, 

Hoiiatio Nelson. 

^ Captain-Lieutenant John Clarke of the (iVtli Regiment, who was severely 
'vouniled on the 12th of April. Vide p. 383. 

" In the Romney. 
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JOURNAL B. 

March 5 th.— Close off Bastia. 

March 6th. — Close off Bastia ; the Enemy adding strong 
posts for the defence of tlie place. At this moment Bastia is 
stronger than when our troops retired from it ; how tliat has 
hurt me. Keceived a letter from M. de Frediani, to request 
an interview, provisions, powder, shot, flints, and, if possible, 
two cannon. Sent an Officer overland to Lord Hood, with 
my opinion that it was yet possible to take Bastia with 
500 Regulars and two or three Ships. Received a letter 
from Lord Hood, to say he would send me two Gun-boats, 
according to iny desire. When I get them, tlie inhabitants 
of Bastia sleep no more. Sent the Romney to Lord 
Hood. 

March 7th. — Close off Bastia. 

March 8th. — Close ofl‘ Bastia. 

March 9th. — Went on shore to Erbalonga, and from thence 
to the Corsican camp ; had a good view of all the Enemy’s 
posts and tlie Town. I am yet ofo])inion that Bastia may he 
taken by our troops, although it is certainly stronger than 
when our troops retired, and every day adds strength to the 
place. 

March lOtli. — Got to my Ship. 

jMarch 11th. — Romney joined me from Lord Hood: 
brought me letters to say that General Dunclas wtj# going 
Home, and that he hoped and trusted the troops would (nice 
more move over the Hill. Sent tlie Rose Cutter to Iny oil 
Caprera for a day or two. 


TO VlCE-ADiVlIIlAL LORD IJOOD. 

[From Clarko and M* Arthur, vol.i. j). l.'id.] 

Agamemnon, March lllh, 1791. 

My Lord, 

You may be assured I shall undertake nothing, hut wlnit 
I have moral certainty of succeeding in : had this day been 
fine, it was my intention to liave towed the Agamemnon in- 
shore, and to have destroyed the house which the Enemy 
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fortified for musketry, and also the new battery which is 
nearly finislied : I think we should have been out of the 
range of shot from the Town. When the Gun-boats arrive, 
they may perhaps do it better ; certainly with less risk than 
ourselves. It must be de.stroyed, or the Corsicans will be 
obliged to give up a post which the Enemy would immedi- 
ately possess; and of course throw us on that side at a 
greater distance from Jlastia. I hope our troops will soon 
join. If tlie Corsicans can, without them, keej) the Enemy 
from quitting their posts, and advancing into the Country, 
what may we not ex])cct when ours act with them ? The 
poor Corsicans know nothing, but how to fire a musket ; yet 
certainly a good use may be made of them. Bastia may be 
easily bombarded from the North side, as also Fort St. Croix 
which is the ])ost commanding Bastia. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nklson. 


.TOUUNAL h, 

March IStln — Ofi* Fhbalonga, five miles from Bastia, get- 
ting off a little water. We are absolutely without water, 
provisions, or stores of any kind, not a |)iece of canvas, rope, 
t, vine, or a nail in the Ship; but we clu'crfully suhmit to it 
all, if it hut tOrns out for the advantage and credit of our 
Country. 

March 13th. — Blowing strong the whole day: tlie Vigilant 
Oun-l)oat joined me. 

March 1 Ith. — A strong gale all day with thick weather: 
with difiiculty cleared the shore towards Cajie Cor.se. 

March 15th, — IMore moderate: got up with Cape C'orse. 

March 16th, — Got off Bastia. Found that one small boat 
with fifty-six sacks of corn Inid got in ; that the inhabitants 
«‘irc in the greatest distress for provisions, a small loaf selling 
fin* three livres. The Petite \'ictoire having started a plank 
was obliged to run on shore, and is liauled up; the Vigilant 
ami Vortunee Gmt-boats not joined. The Botnuey, Tartar, 
^anneaii. Fox, and Hose, with me. Sent oft an eNjwess 

Ford Hood to tell him we have iiotliing to eat. 

n r> 2 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Agamemnon, off Bastia, 16th March, 1794, 

My Lord, 

The gale of the 14th came on at East, backing to the N.E. 
which obliged me to carry a press of sail to clear the shore 
towards Cape Corse ; and so thick as to prevent our seeing 
a Ship’s length. 

I send this over-land, and shall thank your Lordship to sig- 
nify your wishes by the bearer of iny letter. We are really 
without firing, wine, beef, pork, flour, and almost without 
water : not a rope, canvas, twine, or nail in the Ship. 
The Ship is so light, she cannot hold her side to the 
wind : yet if your Lordship thinks or wishes me to remain 
off Bastia, I can, by going to Porto Ferrajo,gct water and 
stores, and twenty-four hours at Leghorn will give ns pro- 
visions ; and our refitting, which will take some time, can 
be put off a little. j\Iy wish is to be present at the attack 
of Bastia ; and if your Lordship intends me to command the 
Seamen who may be landed, I assure you I shall have 
the greatest pleasure in doing it, or any other service where 
you may think I can do most good : even if my Ship goes 
into Port to refit, I am ready to remain. We arc certainly 
in a bad plight at present, not a man has slept dry for many 
months. The two Gun-boats joined me in the gale. I ho|)e 
all my small Vessels are safe. 

Believe me, your most faithful 

Hokatio Nelson. 


Romney 

Tartar 

Fox 

Vanneau 

Rose 


With me. 

In sight, off Cape Corse. 


Petite Victoire — ^lauled on Shore at Erbalonga. 


Vigilant 

Fortunee 


1- Missing. 
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JOURNAL B. 

March 17th. — Lieutenant Duncan, ^ of the Artillery, and a 
Mr. De Butts,*^ Engineer, came over to examine the ground I 
had thought eligible for erecting batteries to bombard the 
Citadel. 

March 18th. — Went on shore with Mr. D. and Mr. D. to 
examine the ground. They both thought it an eligible 
situation for erecting a mortar battery : found a most con- 
venient place for landing cannon and stores. At noon the 
Officers returned to St. Fiorenzo. At 4 p.m. received a 
letter from Lord Hood, desiring me to come to Fiorenzo ; left 
the command with Captain Paget. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, oft* Bastia, 18th March, 1794. 

My I^ord, 

Lieutenant Duncan and Mr. de Butts arrived on board me 
last night: this morning early I went onshore witli them, 
and am sure their re])ort will much please you. Bastia to the 
north is certainly not a place of strengtli: guns may be 
landed for less than one mile from where the battery will be 
erected, and I am sure with ease can be in the battery in 
twenty-four hours at farthest. I have never understood the 
force in Bastia to be more than 800 or 1,000 Regulars, and 
1.200 or 1,500 Irregulars, Corsicans: ours arc much better 
tlian those with the Fiiicmy, who they do not trust, knowing 
their wish to desert. One Boat witli 56 sacks of Corn got in 
the morning of the 16th. Bread is very scarce in Bastia — 
a small loaf selling for three livres. AVith fine weather, if it 
is necessary, I am certain we could starve Bastia. I am sure 
ftiy hearty endeavours sliall not be wanting to get it some way 

^ John Duncan, First Lioulenvmt of tno Roy.il Artillery, who is frequently 
mentioned. He was promoted to a Company for his services during the Siege, 
*'«d was spoken of in the most ftutlering terms in Lord Hood’s Despatclies 
anijouiieing the surrender of Bastiu ami Calvi, as well as in thost* of (ienerul 
*^tuart, on the latter occasion. He was made a Lieutenant* Colonel in October 
U9o : on the 30lh December 1800, ho was appointed Deputy Quarter-Master- 
tn'iieral to the Forces under General Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and died in 
iao3. 

Now Lieutenant-General Sir Augustus De Butts, K.C.H. 
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or other ; for I consider, pardon the expression, it would be a 
National disgrace to give it up, without a trial. The Jean 
Bart and Swallow have this moment joined me: the St. Croix 
is in sight ; I shall return her this evening. The Petite 
Victoire was forced to take the shore in the late gale. : she is 
so much damaged that my Carpenter reports her unfit to ho 
repaired. It was, I dare savj no fault of the officer command- 
ing her, for indeed it blew strong. I have taken the liberty of 
accepting your kind offer of sending letters. I now constantly 
keep a Ship off Caprera, joining me every twenty-four hours. 
I have just got your letter, by St. Croix, and am making the 
best of my way to Fiorenzo, where I hope twenty-four hours 
will fit me for sea again ; I am truly anxious to get oil* Baslia 
again. I have given C^aptain Paget all the necessary orders. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO WILLIAM SrCKLING, KSQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Montagu Montagu, ILN. j 
Agumoinnon, off 15astiii, March KUh, 

My dear Sir, 

I shall begin by saying what has given me ])loasuro, and 
I am sure will you, that Lord Hood has made Suckling a 
Lieutenant: I trust he will be confirmed. 

We are still blocking up Bastia, the attack of which haslxvn 
given up in a most extraordinary manner ; [I will make] nli.it 
might, if it had not now met the sanction of men of science, 
have been deemed a most impertinent observation, viz. tluit 
Bastia, from a place I had found on a much closer exaniin h 
tion than our General Dundas, could bo attncki'd to gi’‘-t 
advantage. I wrote Lord Hood re(|uesting an Lngiiuvr aiul 
Artillery Officer might be sent to examine. To-day I have 
been with them, and their report is most favourable for 
attack. Our weather is now but indifferent ; but hidic to I 
have so close blocked up the ])lace, that one pound of coar-c 
bread sells for three livrcs. If the Army will not tahe ih 
must, hy soiee way or other. General Dundas has ((uitkd 
the command, y differing in opinion with Lord Hood. 

® He was succ* by r.rigadicr General Abraham D’Aiibaiit, wliu \v:i’ 

Ik' uf d to the rank' I.ioiitKiiaut-t ieiieral, an ! Colorud Cominaiulanl in 1^".' 
Engineers, in 1b()2. 
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I have really nothing new to tell you : day after day we 
remain in the same state. Pray remember me to Mrs. 
Suckling, and kindly to Miss Suckling and all your family ; 
and don’t forget me to Mr. Rumsey and family. Believe me 
Your most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL B. 

March 19th. — At 8 a.m. got into Fiorenzo. Gave Lord 
Hood my free opinion that 800 troops, with 400 seamen, 
would take Bastia, and that not attacking it I could not but 
consider as a National disgrace. Found all the Army against 
an attack, and declaring the impossibility of taking Bastia, 
even if all the force was united. Getting water, provisions, 
and stores on board. 

March 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th. — Ditto employed. 
The General absolutely refused to attack Bastia ; but, won- 
derful to tell, he refused Lord Hood a single soldier, cannon, 
or stores, to assist in the Siege. 

March 25tli. — Sailed from St. Fiorenzo with Lieutenant 
Duncan, H.A. 

TO THE REVERENJ) MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in tho Nelson Papers,] 

.Agamemnon, oil Bastia, Marcli ‘J6th, 1794. 

IMy dear Brother, 

Our General D’Aubant, with 2,000 as fine troops as ever 
marched, has thought it improper to attack Bastia, whieli has 
only 800 Frenchnicu to defend it, and that as to taking it, 
that is impossible. As I had examined the ground, per- 
Ih'ips more than the General, Sir Janies Erskinc St. Clair,* 
^lajor Koehler,' Colonel Moore,'* or any other, 1 ventured to 
give my opinion very freely to Lord Hood, and that not to 

’ Thou Adjutant- Genoral to th« Forcosamlu Lioutonant-Colonel ; afterwards 
Oonoral Earl of Rossi vn, CLC.B. ; he difd in January 11137. 

^ Major George Frederick Koeljler of the Aitillery : ho obtained tlie rank ot 
Colonel in January ItiOt), and !ij>pears to have been the General Koehler wIjo 
" as sent to discipline die Turkish Armv, and who died of the plague in Syria 

in 1801. 

* Afterwards Li**utenant-General Sir John Moore, K.B., w!;o fell at the 
Battle of Corunna in 1809. 
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attack our Enemy I should consider as a National disgrace. 
An Artillery Officer of great merit, Lieutenant Duncan, I 
requested his Lordship would ask the General to permit to 
come to me. He came with Mr. De Butts, a young Engineer. 
They agreed with me in opinion the place might be attacked, 
})robably with success. Lord Hood sent for me to Eiorenzo 
to concert measures. The General has refused us a single 
soldier, and scarcely any stores. We have only about 700 
men to land, troops who arc embarked to serve as Marines, 
whilst the General has 1,300 Troops and Artillery, &c., to 
defend St. Eiorenzo. 

I am to command the Seamen landed from the Fleet. 
I feel for the honour of my Country, and had rather be 
beat than not make the attack. If we do not try we 
never can be successful. I own I have no fears for 
the final issue : it will be conquest, certain we will deserve 
it. You will naturally be anxious about me. My reputation 
depends on the opinion I have given ; but I feel an honest 
consciousness that I have done right. I am just sending a 
Ship to Naples, for mortars, shells, &c. We propose making 
on one point our attack with six mortars of thirteen-incli, and 
ten 24 pounders from my lower-deck to be landed. AVe 
must, we will have it, or some of our heads will belaid low. 1 
glory in the attempt. I have not heard from you this age. 
Wliy don’t you wudte Pray remember me to my Brother at 
Burnham, and kindly to Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, and the 
Children, Coiiqdimcnts at Swaflham. Believe me ever 
Your most affectionate brotlur, 

Horatio Nelsox. 

TO THE HONOUKAELE WILIJAM J‘A(JET/ CAPTAIN OF 11. iM. 

SHIP ROMNEY. 

[From a Cojiy, in tho Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, oft' Uustia, March 27tl. IT'-U. 

Sir, 

You will herewith receive two letters for His Excellency 

* ^ oiinger hroUier of the ]m*.sont Mar(}uis of Anglesea. On the l~tli of hino 
1794, the Horimey ca[)tnre«I La Syhille of 4<I guns, after a severe aclion. ( uptain 
I’ngt't 'lied soon ;dter rdf Minorca: “ lie was a young officer of innnite moiit m 
his iirofcssieii, helovod and esteemed by all who know hiiiii and a puidic loss to 
Ills couiitry." — N'lial ('hronolog^f vol. ii. j>. 291. 
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Sir William Hamilton, his Majesty’s Minister to the Court of 
Naples, containing a request for mortars, shells, and Artillery- 
stores, from the King of Naples. You will also receive on 
board Lieutenant Duncan of the Royal Artillery, who is sent 
to see that all the necessary stores are embarked; and as his 
service is of the greatest importance, the Comrnander-in -Chief, 
placing the highest confidence in your zeal and activity, has 
directed me to send the Romney to Naples. On this [service] 
1 am sure it is unnecessary for me to acquaint you, tliat the 
taking of Bastia may probably depend upon your expedition. 
It is possible the mortars may be shipped on board a Neapolitan 
Ship-of-War with shells, &c, : even should that be the case you 
will take the proper measures to have them removed to the 
llomney, unless you should meet her on her passage, when 
you will desire her to join me off Bastia, proceeding yourself 
to Naples, for the other stores. I hope that a very short time 
will be sufficient to embark everything. If Craft are not lent 
you to bring off the stores, &c., I desire that you will hire 
what is necessary, and consider that expedition is to us invalu- 
able. Having received the mortars, shells, stores, &c., you 
will join me off Bastia. I am. Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


ro SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.15., MINISTER AT NAPLES. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agaiueinuon, otV Pastia, jNIarch 27lh, 179 U 

My dear Sir, 

Lortl Hood having determined on attacking Bastia (con- 
Irary to the opinion of General D’Aubant,) from the reports of 
Oilieers in whom his I^ordship is pleased to place confidence, 
lie becomes in want of many things which I am rather 
inclined to believe could have been supplied from the stores 
at St. Fiorenzo. 

As to the final issue of taking Bastia I have no doubt, al- 
though only witli a small proportion of the Troops which were 
at Fiorenzo, (those who arc embarked to serve as Marines,) the 
fk'ueral thinking it right not to grant his Lordship a single 
Soldier, and only a few Artillery-nicn. The General declares 
the inipro})riety of even attacking Bastia, and that as to the 
conquest it is impossible. But, my dear Sir, when was a 
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place ever yet taken without an attempt /^ We must en^ 
clcavour to deserve success; it is certainly not in our power to 
command it. Colonel Villettes® of the 69th regiment will 
command the Troops.7 I shall certainly always be happy 
to pay my respects to you, but if we are successful I shall 
feel the greatest pleasure an Officer can, in taking you 
by the hand at Naples, where my Ship has been ordered to 
go to refit ; but I own I cannot bear the thought of showino- 
myself in a Foreign port without its being known tliat tlie 
British flag is respectable.® I am just come from Lord 
Hood at Fiorenzo. His zeal, his activity for the honour and 
benefit of his King and Country are not abated. Upwards 
of seventy, he possesses the mind of forty years of age. 
He has not a thought separated from Honour and Glory. 
May each opposer of such a Character liave for their ac- 
cusers their own minds. I am sure that will be all sufficient. 

My dear Sir, when was before the time that 2,000 British 
troops, as good as ever marched, were not thought ccjiial to 
attack 800 French troops, allowing them to be in stron^ 
works? What would the immortal Wolfe liave done as he 
did, beat the Enemy, if he perished in the attempt. Onr 
Irregulars arc surely as good as thcFinemyV; and in lunnht.-iN 
we far exceed tlicni. I truly feel sorrow, but 1 have hoj)ean(l 
confidence that all will end well, I beg leave tointrodnee J.icii- 
tenant Duncan to your notice. He is by eharaeter an Ollin i 

* Nelson originally wrote, But, my dear Sir, we are to try; a place uiis 
never yot taken,” &c. 

® lie wrote Itere, but deleted, I am to command tlio Seamen landed." 

Lieutenant-Colonel, afterwards Lieut«*nant- (Jeneral, WMliam Anno \ il- 
lettes of tlio 69tb Begiinent, whom I^ord Hood appointed (Jovornor of Basfin on 
its surrender. Ife> became an intimate friend of Nelson, and many to 

biin will be found in tbi.s work. Tbe Troops wliicb served at tlie Si'- ;•■ < ( 
Bastia consisted of Uetacbments of tbo lltb, ^iJotb, oOlb, and (j‘Mb Uei'ina ul^, 
wbicb bad done duty as Alarine.s iu ibe Ships under Lead Hood’s eoiniiioaJ. 
They bad been laiub‘d witl) tbe Army, but when (ieneral Duiidas obstlnatolv tl' - 
terrnined not to co-operate with the Navy against Ibistia, Lord Ifood deniii/ali il 
tbeir return to the Shijes. Having received those 'I'roojis, together v.ith (w > 
Officers and thirty men of the Artillery, with some ordnance stores, aa-l i.'i- 
trenebir.g tools, tbo Siogf of Bastia was undf'rtakon and sufcessfully coiiii)!t’('‘'l 
by the Officers and .Seamen of tbe Fleet, while a large body of 'rroo}"^ 
allowed to remain wholly inactive at St. Fiorenzo, only six miles distant 
NeLson’.s indignation at the conduct of tbe General commanding tin* lore's i> 
expressed with bis usual aidoiir iu many of bis Letters. 

The orjg'na) word was “ triuinpbant.” 
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of arcat merit, and from the little acquaintance I have with him 
seems an amiable young man. His request for Artillery- 
stores is absolutely necessary; and 1 am sure your Excellency’s 
zeal for the service of our dear Country will induce you to 
press for expedition. 

I beg leave to present my most respectful compliments 
to Lady Hamilton, as docs also my youngster. 1 assure 
you and her liadyship that T remember with gratitude 
both your kindnesses to a stranger. Sir John Acton, being 
an Englishman, if he remember such an luimble indivi- 
dual as myself, and it is not incompatible with your Excel- 
lency’s situation, 1 beg to present my respects. 

llelieve me, my dear Sir, 

Your most obliged, 

IIoTiATio Nelson. 


JOt’UxVAL B. 

March 27th. — At daylight got off llastia. Sent the 
Iloniney to Naples for mortars, shells, field-picccs, and stores. 
Anchored the Tartar four miles to the Southward of llastia, 
and the Scout off the tower of INIiomo, three miU.s to the 
Northward of Bastia. 

March ‘28th, ‘20tli, 30th, 3lst. — Close off Bastia; our 
1 oals rowing guard ofl* the Mole and Town every night. 
Sent the Gun-boats to cannonade the town. 

April 1st. — 

TO CU.MMODOHi: I.hXZKi:, AIXTDE. 

[Aiitograjih, in the f)oss('ssion of Pago Niool Scotf, Esq., of Norwicb.J 

[Bastia, end of Murch or l)L‘i;inning of April, 179t.J 

Aly dear Sir, 

If you will order the Agamemnon to be supplied with two 
iiiindred fallioins of three and a half inch r()})e, and one hun- 
dred fathoms of two-incli rope, ])urchases will be rove to drag 
the guns. We have not a fathom of rope in the Ship. If 
ynii can spare us two three-fold blocks, and two two-fold 
hletcks, 1 shall be much obliged. Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 



380 


LETTERS. 


[1794. 


TO CAPTAIN HANWELL.® 

[From Marshall’s Naval Biography,** vol. i. p, 542.] 
gjj. April, 171)1. 

Lord Hood desires that you will move the Scout directly, 
and anchor her as near the Tower which the Corsicans took 
last night, as possible. I think you may anchor nearer Bastia 
than the Tower we landed at yesterday : it is of the greatest 
consequence maintaining the post taken by the Corsicans, 
therefore I trust long before daylight you will be anchored 
there. Believe me, 

Yours truly, 

Horatio Npjlson. 


.JOUllNAL A. 

April 3rd. — Landed for the siege of Bastia. 

JOURNAL C. 

On April 4th, 1794, at ten a. m. the Troops, consisting of 
artillery and gunners G6 ; of the eleventh liegiinent 257 ; of 
the twenty-fifth 123; of the thirtieth 146; of the sixty-ninth 
261 ; of the Marines 218; and of Chasseurs 112 ; total 1183, 
and 260 Seamen, landed at the tower of Miomo, three miles 
to the Northward of Bastia, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Villettcs, and Captain Horatio Nelson, who 
had under liim Captains Hunt, Serocold, and Bulljn. At 
noon the Troops encamped about 2,500 yards from the citadel 
of Bastia, near a high rock. The Seamen and Carpenters 
were all night employed in cutting down trees to form an 
ahhatis^ and also to clear the ground towards the tower of 
Torga, whence the access to our Camp was by no means 
difficult. A Captain’s picket was always mounted at Toiga, 
with the sentry about a hundred yards in front of it. 


® Captain Joseph ilanwell, who then commanded the Scout sloop, died an 
Admiral. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarice and M*Artliur, vol. i, p. 161.] 

April 6th and 16 tb, 1794. 

We arc in high health and spirits besieging Bastia ; the 
final event, I feel assured, will be conquest. Lord Hood is at 
anchor near the Town, and our troops are active. Our batte- 
ries opened on the 11th, and apparently have done great exe- 
cution. Time, I hope, indeed have no doubt, will crown our 
zealous endeavours with success. We arc but few, but of the 
right sort : our General at St. Fiorenzo not giving us one of 
the five Regiments he has there lying idle. 

Yours, (fee., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ., CUSTOM-HOUSE, LONDON. 

[Anto'ijraph, which was givf^n to the Royal Navy Club, in Bond-street, by 
Caj)tniii Monta<;u Montagu, R.N. It was printed in “ The Athenjeura."] 

Camp, near Bastia, April 6th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

Not knowing where Mrs. Nelson is, I shall trouble you to 
send my Rttcr. You see by my date where we are, and hope 
in due time we shall be in Bastia. Our Army is still at Fio- 
renzo, nor can the General be induced to move. Colonel Vil- 
lettcs commands the Troops and Marines landed from the 
Fleet. What my situation is, is not to be described. I am 
everything, yet nothing ostensible; enjoying the confidence of 
Lord Hood and Colonel Villettes, and the Captains landed 
with the Seamen obeying my orders. We have been landed 
two days complete ; are within 700 yards of the outworks, 
and 1,800 of the Citadel. Our battery will open in about 
two days, of eight twenty-four pounders and eight mortars. 
I have little doubt of our success ; and if wc do, what a dis- 
grace to the Fiorenzo wisc-lieads : — if we do not, it can only 
l)c owing to their neglect in not attacking the place with us. 
Lord Hood has only just sent to tell me of the opportunity 
for England. Pray remember me to Mrs. Suckling, Miss 
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Suckling, and family, Mr. Rumsey, and all friends; and be- 
lieve me, 

Your most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL c. 

From April 4th to the 10th, all the Seamen were employed in 
making batteries and roads, and in getting up guns, mortars, 
platforms, and ammunition; works of great labour for so 
small a number of men, but which was performed with an 
activity and zeal seldom exceeded. On the 9th, about eleven 
o’clock at niglit, the Enemy opened a very heavy fire upon 
our Camp, from their mortars arul guns. The alarm was 
beat, and Captain Nelson fully expected an attack. This 
firing lasted until dayliglit ; and yet, wliat was extraordinary, 
not a single man was hurt. The tents were much da- 
maged ; but from the troops being under arms, they es' 
caped. 

Lord Hood sent in a Flag of Truce on the 11th at seven 
o’clock in the morning, in one of tiie Victory’s boats. The 
Officer on his landing was grossly abused, until the arrival 
of La Combe St, Michel, the Commissioner from the Con- 
vention, when the mob became cjiiiot. Having offered his 
letters to St. ]Michcl, our Officer was informed by the Com- 
missioner, that he could not receive Lord Hood’s summons: 

‘ I have hot shot,’ he exclaimed, ‘ for your Ships, and 
^ bayonets for your Troops. AVhen two-thirds of our Troops 
* are killed, I will then trust to the generosity of tlie l^dg- 
‘ lish.’ On tile Officer’s return with this message, Lord Ifood 
hoisted a red flag at tlic main-top-gallant-mast head of the 
Victory ; when our batteries opened on the Town, eitadel, 
and redoubt of Campoiiella, English colours having hecn 
hoisted on the rock over my tent, and every man giving three 
cheers. In our batteries were two tbirteon and two ten-ineh 
mortars, one eight-inch howitzer, five twenty -four poinuhrs, 
two eighteen-pounders, carronades, three twclve-poinuhr-i, 
one four-pounder field-piece, distant from the redoubt ol 
Camponclla 800 yards, from the Town battery 1800 yards, 
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and from the centre of the Citadel 2300 yards. The Enemy 
returned a heavy fire during tlic whole day. The Proselyte 
frigate anchored off‘ the tower of Torga, about 1200 yards 
from the Town battery. Captain Serocold informed me that 
she took fire from red-hot shot, and that as he found the im- 
possibility of getting the Ship off* the shore, he thought it 
right to set her on fire in several places, and she burnt to 
the water’s edge. 

April 12th. A heavy fire was kept up by us during’ the 
whole of last night and this day, apparently with goodeff'ect ; 
the Enemy preserving a continued fire upon us. In the after- 
noon I went with Colonel Villettes, Lieutenant Duncan, R.A., 
and Captain Clarke, Brigade-Major, with a Corsican guide, to 
examine a ridge about one thousand yards nearer the Town 
than our present position, and on which the Corsicans kept a 
strong guard every night. The Enemy’s continued fire of 
musketry and grape was jjoured on us during the whole even- 
ing. Unfortunately, the last shot they fired from Camponclla 
killed the Corsican guide, who was standing behind Clarke, 
.111(1 shot off his right arm and a part of his right side: Clarke 
was locjking over my shoulder at (’amponella, whence we were 
distant about two hundred and fifty yards. 

AVc began on the 13th of April a battery for three twenty- 
four pounders close to the Torga tow’er, w hich stands on tin' 
sea-side, 1230 yards from the Town battery, and 1600 from 
the Citadel ; and, a little in the rear, a battery for two 
twenty-four pounders, a mortar battery for one fourteen-inch 
Neapolitan mortar, and for the two ten-inch mortars which 
are to be removed from the upper battery. AVe were em- 
ployed in getting up the guns, mortars, shells, shot, ]K)wder, 
and platforms, and in making the batteries, until the 21st ; 
as also a breast- work to cover a hundred men in case of an 
attack. 
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TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, in the possession of John Luxford, Esq.] 

Camp, April 17th, 1704, 

Dear Sir, 

I have to thank you for your remembrance of me: wc 
want many good things ; some porter, either a cask or bot- 
tled. I hope soon to have the pleasure of writing you from 
Bastia. You will be sorry for poor Clarke; but I liavo 
hopes he will live. Believe me, 

Your obliged, 

Horatio Nklson. 


Pray put my letter in the Post-office. 


JOURNAL C. 

The Torga battery opened on the 2 1st of April at ilay- 
light on the Town battery and Cainjionella, and apjiarentlv 
with good effect. The Enemy kept up a most heavy fire on 
us the whole day, with shells and shot, from the citadel. 
Town, Stafforella, Camponella, a stpiare tower, and the 
two batteries newly raised under Stafforella. Brigadier- 
General D’Aubant came on the heights from St. Eiorenzo, 
with all the Staff and Field Officers of that Army, and a guard 
of fifty Corsicans. 

The next day, the 22nd of April, the Enemy were 
hard at work on the heights, strengthening all their post^; 
the natural consequence of the parade of reconnoitering yes- 
terday. A constant firing is kept up night and day. Wo 
are informed by several deserters, that our batteries have 
done great damage, and killed and wounded many of tlio 
Enemy. Our guns have twice totally demolished the Town- 
battery, and very much damaged Camponella, but from our 
not having a sufficient number of men to take advantage of 
this, the Enemy arc enabled to repair them, and indeed make 
them stronger than ever. During this, and the succeeding 
night, our Corsicans made two false attacks on the upper ])osts, 
and those to the Southward, which must liave harassed the 
Enemy considerably. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p, 162.] 

April 22nd, 1794. 

I have great reason, my dearest Fanny, to be thankful to 
that Being, who has ever protected me in a most wonderful 
manner, and in none more than since my landing here. If it 
is His good pleasure, I shall in nothing more rejoice, than in 
being once more with you ; when we will talk over all these 
stories, and laugh at them. We are here with a force not 
equal to our wishes or wants, and with only half of what is 
at present in this Island. General D’Aubant will not attack 
our Enemy, with two thousand as fine troops as ever marched, 
whilst we are here beating them from post to post with one 
thousand 

The Island, however, is to belong to England; rein- 
forcements arc expected, and our Generals will, I am sure, 
he ordered to act. My Ship lies on the North side of 
the town, with some Frigates, and Lord Hood is on the 
South -side. It is very hard service for my poor seamen, 
dragging guns up such licights as arc scarcely credible. The 
loss of the Enemy, we know, has been very great ; report 
states it as much as five hundred killed and wounded, ours 
is not more than twenty. The Agamemnon has to number 
five amongst them : they are not the men to keep out of the 
way. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD.® 

[Autograph draught, in tho Nelson Papers. The preceding part of tliis Letter 
lias not been found.] 

-;ic- 

'nay be of the greatest service to us, but I am sure the 
ColoneH will thank your Lordshij) for your information and 

” Lord Hood was promoted from Vico-Admiral of tho Red tobonn Admiral of 
">0 Blue, on tlie 1 lih of April 1791 ; and changed his Flag accordingly on Uio 
liHiiot May. 

' Villettes, 

VOL. I. 
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be doubly on his guard against a surprise: besides, our 
abatis is already made. I have all my carpenters ready at 
dark to cut down more trees, and the picpiet to-niglit is luukr 
the command of Major Smith, wlio is said to be a very good 
Officer. The Enemy arc mistaken as to the impossibility of 
our troops getting down. In ten minutes at fartlicst, I am sure' 
they would be at the bridge from the alarm-posts. I shall 
communicate your Lordship’s letter to Colonel Villettes, and 
am sure he will take every precaution to prevent a surprise. 
I shall also communicate your ideas al)out Monserrat. Colo- 
nel Villettes intends writing your Lordship on his return from 
the heights. 

II. N. 


TO ADMIRAL LORI) HOOD. 

[Autograph draught, in tlie Nelson Papers.] 

April liltli, 17‘)|. 

]\Iy Lord, 

During the whole of yesterday no accident happeneil 
to any person hero ; and although I Itave no doubt hut 
even remaining in our present situation, and by strict guard 
rowing close to the Town, and the Corsicans harassing them 
on the hills, and the Gun-boats by night, hut that the Enemy 
must surrender before any great length of time, yet if force 
can be spared, a successful attack on the heights must imicli 
facilitate a s]iecdy capture. I own it will give me the higlu>t 
pleasure to assist in the attack. 

Your Lordship knows exactly the situation I am in hen’. 
With Colonel Villettes I have no reason but to bUj)pose 1 
am respected in the highest degree; nor have 1 oeca.sion to 
complain of want of attention to my wishes for the good ol 
the service from any parties ; but yet I am considered ;js 
not commanding tlie Seamen landed. My wislics may j he,] 
and are, com[)licd with ; my orders would j)()ssil)ly he 
regarded : therefore, if we move from Iicnce, I would 
your Lordship to settle that point. Your Lordship will 
not, I trust, take this rcTpiest amiss : I have been stni^' 
gling with it since the first day f lande<l. 
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The Gun-boats did not last night, or the night before, 
appear to us to be so near in shore as they might have 
been, I may be mistaken, but believe half the shot did 
not go on sliore. Colonel Villettes desires me to say that 
three of the Chasseurs are gone off ; but it is thought not 
to Bastia, but into the country. They are Corsicans. 

I am, &c. 

Hoeatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD, 
f Autograph draught, iu tho Nelson Papers.] 

April 25th, 1794. 

My Lord, 

I feel myself most exceedingly obliged by your kind 
letter of yesterday, and am hap])y that my ideas of the 
situation I am in here so perfectly agree with your l^ord- 
sliip’s. Captain Ilunt^ is a most exceeding good young man, 
nor is any one more zealous for the service. I don’t com- 
plain of any one, but an idea has entered into tho heads of 
some under him, that Ca})tain Hunt’s command was abso- 
lutely distinct from me; and that I had no autliority what- 
ever over him, except as a request. It was even doubted 
wliether I bad a right to command the Officers and Seamen 
landed from the Agamemnon — that word, ‘ attached to the 
hattcries,’ was wrested to a meaning very different from your 
L()rdshi])’8 thoughts. 

Your kind intention to Captain Hunt I had the honour 
of telling your Lordship should be furthered by every 
means in my power ; and my regard for him, I assure you, 
is undiniinished. At present, no letter can be necessary, 
but wlien your Lordship may judge it proper, I will thank 

' Captain Anthony Hunt, who brought home Lord Hood’s Dispatch announcing 
tl>a surrender of Bastia. Ho commanded the Amphitrite of 20 guns, when that 
S^hip was lost in tho IModiterranoan, some months btdbre. l.ord Hood’s strong 
commendation of Captain Hunt’s services in his Dispatch occasioned Nelson 
some chagrin, as ho conceived, and not without reason, that ho was more conspi- 
<'uously noticed than himself. (See post.) Captain Hunt conveyed the late 
iManpiis of Wellesley to India in La Virgiuie, and died in JMoy 1798, soon alter 
iaiuhng the Govemor-Cieneral at Bengal. 


c c 2 
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you for an order to command the Seamen without any dis- 
tinction as to any particular services. 

The conduct of Brigadier-General ‘D’Aubant is so extra- 
ordinary, that anything he possesses® appears not sufficient to 
atone for such an expression as ‘ will not entangle himself in 
‘ any co-operation.’ ^ I am sorry to see and hear that Gardiola 
is so strengthened, the works now making in it, being, Lieute- 
nant Duncan says, eighteen feet thick. In short, it is now 
much more difficult to take Gardiola than it would have been 
to have taken the Citadel immediately after the surrender of 
Fiorenzo. Colonel Villettes will write your Lordship on this 
subject; and in case of another refusal from Fiorenzo, what 
other steps may be proper to be taken. I rejoice to hear a Boat 
was taken last night : a close blockade will soon bring these 
people to terms. No accident whatever happened yesterday. 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL C. 

On the night of the 25th of February, La Combe St. 
Michel quitted the Town, and embarked in a Felucca for 
Cabrera, and got in, although chased by the Lugger : with hiiri 
also went M. Rochon, the Commandcr-in-chief of the Trooj)s, 
and some of our deserters. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy/ in the Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, April 2()th, 

My Lord, 

The Enemy are still hard at work on the heights, and have 
put the battery at the Town in a tolerable state. Colonel 


® Nelson wrote originally — “That anything ho possesses, even his life, up- 
pears not,’* &c. 

® Nelson here added, “To what is our Country fallen,” but he struck out the 
words. 

* The rough draught of part of tl»is Letter, in Nelson’s own hand, is in lli<: 
Nelson Papers. It is here given, because it difters in some places from the 
above, which is taken from a Copy apparently made for (Marke and JM'Artlmi 
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Villcttes and myself must agree with your Lordship, that firing 
away many shot at it is almost useless till we have a force 
sufficient to get nearer. They reserve their am munition ; we 
will do ours, till more troops arrive, which I fear will not 
come from Fiorenzo. I am just going with Mr. Duncan to look 
for a road and to mark out a battery on the ridge above Cam- 
ponella, where it is intended to mount the two eighteen-pound 
carronadcs. It will much annoy the communication between 
the Town and Camponella. 1 lost one of my best seamen 
repairing the lower battery in the night, by a shot from 
Camponella. 

Ilelieve me ever, your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

We are now removing an Knglish twenty-four pounder 
from the upper to the lower battery, to knock down, if pos- 
sible, Camponella. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEG 1 10 UN. 

[Autograjih, in tie j)().sst'ssit'n of Josiali Fjviicb, Esej. of Wiinlsor.J 

Camp, April 2Mh, 179L 

l\Iy dear Sir, 

AVill you have the goodness to ])ut the inclosed in the 
Post-office, and to send me some good port wine and claret, 
if to be had, ten dozen together, a cask of good porter or 
beer : in short, whatever is good we want, some butter — 
fowls 1 have plenty at present. 


work. Tlie original Letter lias not been found. In tlio draught tlio remarkable 
pubsnge in brackets was struck out by Nelson himself: 


, [No date.] 

JMy Lord, 

'.Vo are in the same state as yesterday, except cue man killed belonging to 
Agamemnon. The Enemy are still hard at work on the heights. [It is sufficient 
to make any lover of bis Country run distracted. J 'The battery at the North end 
of the '1 own the Enemy Iiuvo put in a tolerable state of ilefence, and it appears 
almost useless to tiirow away many more shot on it. 'J'hey reserve their ammu- 
nition ; wo shall do ours till a sufficient force is given us to get nearer, which I 
fear will not come from Fiorenzo. I am just going with Mr. Duncan to mark 
out a battery on the ridge above Camponella, where the two eighteen-pound car- 
lonades may be mounted. 
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We are fagginpj, but not in much danger. Our loss has 
been most trifling since our landing ; the Enemy are said to 
have suffered much. 

Believe me, your most obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Thank you for your present of peas and asparagus. 


.roURNAL c. 

On tlie 27th of April, we began the battery on the ridge 
for two eighteen-pound carronades, and one twelve-pounder 
on the spot where Captain Clarke was wounded 250 yards 
from Caniponella, 900 yards from the Citadel, 700 yards 
from the Town. Tlie labour of getting up guns to tliis bat- 
tery was a work of the greatest difficulty, and which never, 
in my opinion, would have been accomplished by any other 
than British seamen. 

On the 1 st of May the new battery o})ened : the 11th Regi- 
ment’and Chasseurs were removed to the ridge for the ]n’otec- 
tion of the battery, and the post was strengthened with an 
additional number of Corsicans. Forty-five Seamen under 
Lieutenant Andrews were also appointed to fight the battery. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[I'Tom Clarke and M'Artliur, vul. i. p. 1(54.] 

May 1st to 4th, IT'.M. 

My dear Fanny, 

I need not, I am certain, say, that all my joy is placed in 
you, I have none separated from you ; you are present to my 
imagination be where I will. I am convinced you feel inter- 
ested in every action of my life ; and my exultation in victory 


® Colonel Villette.'j, in his Letter to J.ord Ifood, dated Camp, near Pietra 
Negra, l.'Jth April, said, Exclusive of the concern which must arise 

from private esteem and regard, 1 lament most sincerely the loss of (hiptaiii 
Clarke’s services on the present occasion. 1 had appointed him to act as bri- 
gade Major since our coming here, and experienced the most real advantage 
from bis assistance,” 



MT. 35.] 


LETTERS. 


391 


is two-fold, knowing that you partake of it. Only recollect 
that a brave man dies but once, a coward all liis life long. 
AVe cannot escape death ; and should it happen to me in this 
place, remember, it is the will of Him, in whose hands are 
the issues of life and death. As to my health, it was never 
better, seldom so well. I l»ave no fears about the final issue 
of the Expedition — It will be victory, Bastia will be ours ; 
and if so, it must prove an event, to whicli the history of 
l^higland can hardly boast an equal. Time will show the 
linemy’s force ; if it is small, the Eiorenzo Commanders 
oiiglit to be blamed ; if it is large, they are highly culpable, 
for allowing a liandful of brave men to be on service unsup- 
]K)rted. IMy only fears are, that these soldiers will advance 
when Bastia is about to surrender, and deprive us of part of 
our glory. The King, we trust, will draw the line of our 
deserts. 

Bastia is a beautiful place, and the environs delight- 
fid, with tlie most romantic views I ever beheld. This 
Island is to belong to biiigland, to be governed by its own 
laws as Ireland, and a Viceroy ])laced here, with free Ports. 
Italy and Spain are jealous of our obtaining possession : it 
will eoininand the Mediterranean. 1 shall most ])robably be in 
England in August : if Lord Hood has a ])roper opportunity 
of sending me, I shall ask him, and am sure he will not deny 
me anything in reason. You may have heard rumours of the 
loss of the Ardent she was commanded by the Bishop of 
Norwich’s brother, a gallant good Odiccr. Lord Hood has 
just sent me word that he fears there are no ho])es of her 
l)eing safe. 1 will tell you as a secret, Bastia will be ours 
between the ‘20th and 24th of this month, if succours do not 
get in. Our Ships are moored across the harbour’s mouth, 
and three boats from each Ship vow guard every night. Our 
loss has been very trilling; the Enemy’s very great. Only 
tl)ink of a beautiful Tow'ti being bombarded and cannonaded 
for a month — what knocks it has had. AVe have many de- 
serters, who paint the horrid situation the inhabitants arc in, 
hut they have behaved so ill to the CorMcans, that they are 
afraid to surrender. Josiah is very well ; 1 have not seen him 
these ten days, but have written to invite him and Hoste to 


ViJe |). v»34, nntn. 
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dinner : that lad is a charming good boy. You will write to 
my father that I am well. 

Yours, Sic., 

Horatio Nelson. 

r.S. — If you write to Miss Walpole, I desire you will 
remember me to dll that good family. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, in the possoasion of Josiah French, Esq., of Windsor.] 

May 2nd, 179L 

My dear Sir, 

7 hc things you were so good as to send me by [my] servant 
I have ; and shall receive in due time, tlie claret, butter, and 
vegetables. I have got the porter ; and port has not yet 
ap])eared, but I dare say it is on board the Victory. Please 
to send me a cheese or two, Dutcli ones, Clarke is getting 
well fast ; Andrews^’ and Duncan* have been slightly wounded ; 
and I have had my escapes. The Agamemnon has been un- 
lucky — eleven killed and wounded. We shall be in llastia 
in about a week, where I shall be glad to see you, for 
Ikdicve me your mucdi obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND DIXON HOSTE. 

[Autograph in tho possession of (Taptuin Sir William Hoste, Rarf.j 

Camp, May 3rd, 179L 

IVIy dear Sir, 

Your letter of March lOtb, I received only yesterday; it 
ought to have arrived near three weeks ago. Your good 
son had long ago received your letter relative to the melan- 
choly event in your family, as I brought it from the Victory 
for him ; and I am sure he has repeatedly wrote, because 


* Lieutenant George Andrews. 


^ Lieutenant Duncan, R.A. 
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he lias told me so, and I have not failed to remind him of the 
pleasure his letters must give you. The little brushes we 
have had since I wrote to you, only serve to convince me of 
the great truth of what I wrote you. In his navigation, 
you will find him equally forward : he highly deserves every 
thing I can do to make him happy. Do not^you spoil him by 
giving him too much money ; he has all that lie wishes — 
sometimes more. 1 love him ; therefore shall say no more on 
that subject. 

You will have heard that we are before Bastia with 
1000 Regulars and Marines, and 300 Seamen. We landed 
on the 4th April. The Enemy have force, but what, we 
cannot exactly say. General D'Aubant with 1100 as fine 
Troops as ever marched will not join us, declaring that 
our united force is unequal to the attempt. The Army here 
is commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Villettes, a most excel- 
lent Oflicer, and I liavc the pleasure of giving my assistance. 
Wo shall in time accomplish the taking Bastia : 1 have no 
doubt in the wtiy we proposed to attempt it, by bombardment 
and cannonading, joined to a close blockade of the harbour. 
We now hear that General D‘Aubant will take the field when 
tlio reinforcements arrive from England. 1 am almost 
afraid to say what I think such conduct merits. The King 
cannot approve of it. Bastia is a large Town, walled in with 
a battery to the North and South of it, a Citadel in the mid- 
die, defended by thirty pieces of cannon and eight mortars, 
four stone redoubts on the nearest hills, and three other posts 
above them. The Town contains about 12,000 inhabitants — 
it is said 14,000. The Troops we differ about as to numbers. 
Success, I trust — indeed have little doubt — will crown our 
zealous and well-meant endeavours: if not, our Country will, 
1 believe, sooner forgive an Officer for attacking his Enemy 
than for letting it alone. This Island, the finest almost in the 
world, 1 hope will belong to England ; the inhabitants are 
strongly attached to us, and it will give us the command of 
the Mediterranean. The Italian States and the Spaniards, I 
believe, arc jealous of our taking it, well knowing its conse- 
quence. 

The Agamemnon is moored ofl*oiir Camp ; your dear boy 
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wished niucli to come ashore with me, and if I had not 
thought the danger was too great, I should have brought him. 
However, he has been several times to see me. The zeal of 
our soldiers and seamen is, I believe, almost unexampled : 
there is not one who does not consider himself as personally 
interested in the event, and deserted by the General. It has, 
I am persuaded, made them equal to double their numbers. 
Tlie Enemy have made only two feint attempts at a sortie. 

May 4th. — Your son has just left me. He is writing you, 
but may not be in time for this conveyance. 1 beg to return 
my thanks to Mrs. Hoste for her compliments. 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Horatio N e lso xNj. 

If you sec any of my Burnham friends, I beg to be kindly 
remembered to them. 


JOURNAL c. 

On the 8rd of iMay, we began a battery for one twenty- 
four“]iounder and a ten-inch liowitzer, which was finished by 
the 7th at night. The Enemy from the 1st of this month 
had shown several dispositions, as if they meant to attack 
this post: but from some cause they never ativanced. Five 
four-])ound liul(l-j)ieces, witli good abatis^ would in iiiy 
opinion, if the post had been well-defended, prevented their 
making any impression on it. The Seamen always slept on 
the battery with their pikes and cutlasses. 

Lord Hood on the 8lh sent in another Flag of Truce 
at eight o’clock, which was refused ; the Mayor tellinf^ 
the (Jliicer, ‘ that they would return bond) for bomb, niul 
‘ shot for shot !’ Opened the twenty-four pounder and 
howitzer with the greatest good ellect ; nor could all the 
eilbi ts of the 1‘hiemy knock down our works. A continued 
and increasing fire was kept up on the Town and out- 
works. 
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In the night of the r2th a large Boat came out of 
Bastia; she was closely pursued by our Guard-boats, and 
taken : in her were three deserters, the Captain of La For- 
tunee Frigate, twelve Seamen, eight Corsicans, and thirty 
wounded soldiers, going to Capraja. Her dispatches were 
thrown overboard ; but in the morning of the 13th at 
daylight, Lieutenant Suckling of the St. Croix schooner saw 
the packet floating on the water, which he took up, and 
brought to me. Probably in the hurry of throwing them 
overboard, the weight that had been tied to them had slipped 
out of the string: they were all letters from Gcntili, tlie Corn- 
iiiander-in-Chief at Bastia, saying how much they had been 
annoyed by our Are, which had been opened on them near 
forty days, and that if succours did not arrive by the ‘29th of 
the month, they must look upon the Town as lost to the Rc- 
puhlic. These letters were addressed to Salicctti, La Combe 
St. Michel, and Santelli. Lord Hood sent in the Boat witli 
her crew and wounded men, with a week’s provisions; and 
we this day got a nine- pounder on the ridge. 

On the 14th of May, the Enemy displayed a yncture on 
Cam|)onclla the whole day ; they did not treat it with insult, 
and I think it was intended for Lord Hood.*^ Our batteries 
kept up an incessant lire. During the night of the 15th, 
our Guard-boats took a boat from Capraja with gun]K)wder 
on board, bound to Bastia, Galeazziui the Mayor’s brother 
was in her: no despatches could be found. The Enemy were 
employed preparing Gardiola for a mortar. 

On the IGth they got up a thirteen-inch mortar, which kept 
up a constant fire throughout the night. It blowing strong 
from the Northward, three Boats attem])ted to get into the 
Town with powder and provisions; two were taken, but one 
got in. From this day, until the J9th, the Enemy fired more 
than usual both night and day. Wc had also often five shells 
in the air all at once, going to Bastia. 

On the 19th of May, some means had been taken to convey 
a message to Lord^ Ilood, that if ho w ould condescend to 

® “IW way of compliment forhuvingrelnrued the Boat with the wouiivlod men.’ 
inul M^Avthxit, 
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send a boat with a Fla^,^ a negotiation would be entered into 
for the surrender of the Town and its dependencies. In con- 
sequence, at four o’clock that evening, May 19th, a Flag of 
Truce was hoisted on board the Victory, and a boat went from 
her to the Town, and one from the Town to the Victory. The 
Enemy from Camponella met us without arms, and our Officers 
advancing, they shook liands, and were good friends: they 
said it was all over, and that Bastia was ours. So many 
interests, however, were to be consulted, that it w^as the 22nd, 
in the evening, before our troops could take possession of the 
out-posts. At five o’clock on the evening of the I9th, our 
troops from St. Fiorenzo made their first appearance on the 
hills ; and on the 20th, General d’Aubant and the whole 
Fiorenzo army, consisting of the 18tli, .5()th, and 51st Uooi- 
ments, 12th llegiment of Dragoons, with 100 Artillery, came 
on the hills to take Bastia. 

^ Mr. M^Artliur, who was l.ord Hood’s Sccn‘tary, has given the following 
account of the circumstances that induced tho Enemy to send tho Flu^ of 
Truce: 

** Tho circumstance of a message having by some moans boon conveyed to 
Lord Hood, on tho 19th, was occasioned by ono of thoso inci(l(Mital evcnf!*, 
whicli have often so much influence on the transactions of imm, and are too liv- 
(luently concealed from the historian. ...It has been just mentioned in Captain Nol- 
son's J ournal, tlmt, on the night of the loth of May, a lioat was taken from Capnja 
laden w ith gunpow der, bound to IVastia, liaving on boanl (Jaleaz/.ini, the Mayt r’s 
broilier. Tliis prisoner was treated witli great attention and kindness by tho 

ollicers of the Victory Galeazzini, in a j)rivute conversation wdiich ho 

held with Lord Hood's Secretary, on the afternoon of tin* Idtli of .May, IkhI ex- 
pressed bis alarm at the deplorable situation in which his brother the IMavorJiis 
sisters, and family, would bo placed, iii the event of stormitig tlio 'J'o\mi, and 
allowing Corsican troops to enter, and jdunder the inhabitants. The Secretary 
replied, that Lord Hood could not jmssibly prevent tho consecpieiices so justly 
dreaded j but that IM. Caleazzini might bo convinced of the justice of his apiue* 
hensions, and of what was seriously in contemplation by sun-set, when ho would 
behold tho advanced body of tho army from St. Fiorenzo take a position on the 
heights ; and that probably by sun-rise the next morning he would see the wholn 
army in motion on the hills, from iho X ictory’a qutirter-deck : tho SuK tary 
added, that nothing could avert the impending liorrors, but a Flag of ,'Vuc(- with 
proposals from tho Town. Guleuzzini with much agitation of mind, exclaimed, 

* Entreat, Sir, the noble Admiral, for llio sake of humanity, and in tho name of 
all that is dear to an unfortunate prisoner, to permit a Flag of 'Truce to be sent 
on sliore immediately, accompanied by an unsealed letter, in w’bicb I will state 
iny situation, and that no succours of gunpow'dcr or provisions can bo expected, 
alter the fate of the three bouts wbicli were captured on the nights of the J.^th 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarko and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. 168.] 

Camp, May 20th, 1794. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that yesterday afternoon, 
the 1 9th, the Enemy sent off a Flag of Truce to Lord Hood. 
The truce still continues, and I hope there will be a surrender 
of the Town in consequence. Our Fiorenzo army, hearing 
what was going on here, have marched to the tops of the 
heights, which will probably terrify the Enemy. I always 
was of opinion, have ever acted up to it, and never have had 
any reason to repent it, that one Englishman was equal to 
three Frenchmen ; had this been an English Town, I am sure 
it would not have been taken by them. They have allowed 
us to batter it, without once making any effort to drive us 
away. I may say truly, that this has been a Naval Expedi- 
tion : our Boats prevented any thing from getting in by Sea, 
and our Sailors hauling up great guns, and then figliting them 
on shore. 

We expect to take 1000 Regulars, 1500 National 
Guards, and a large ])arty of Cor.sican Troo])s, 4000 in the 
whole: these will lay down their Arms to 1000 Soldiers and 
IMarines, and 1^00 Seamen. There is some difficulty about 
the terms, and hostilities may recommence for a day or two 
longer; but they must submit. Josiah has been with me at 
the head of the British grenadiers, taking possession of the 
Forts and Posts. When I reflect what we have achieved, I 

aiul 16th.’ Tlio Secretary observed, (Imt a proposal of this iiaturo might he 
r(?jected by Lord Hood, after the indignities that Imd been olTorcd to his lormer 
Flag of Truce, and the insults experienced by the Officer who had been the 
hearer of the summons. After further discussion, it was at length settled that 
tlie coxswain of Galeazzini’s boat, who had a wife ami family v\t liastia, should 
he sent after sun>set with an ostensible passport, as if for some linen and other 
necessaries for himself, and his fellow prisoners who were on board tlie Victory, 
ami be enjoined to return to tho Ship hv sun-rise, the next morning: this pro- 
posal was then communicated to Lord Hood, who readily acceded to it. '1 he 
coxswain was accordingly landed at sun-set about two miles to the southward ot 
haslia, he was admitted into tiro garri.son that evening, and escorted under a 
guard to the General’s quarters, whence he was conveyed to the Mayor’s house ; 
and early the next morning. May 19th, he returned, and was taken on hoard the 
Victory by one of her boats in waiting .” — Cturke and M*Ai thur, vol. i. pp. I 00 -IO 8 . 

Hie proposal to surrender the Town was tho result of this communication. 



398 


LETTERS, 


[ 1794 . 


am all astonislimc'iit : Providence has ever been gracious to 
me, and has been my protector from tlie many perils incident 
to iny situation. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL C. 

On the 22nd of May, our Troops at six in the evening 
marched from their Posts, the band playing ‘ God save the 
King.* At seven the French colours were struck upon 
Camponella, Stafforella, Croix do Capucliin, Monseratto 
Rock, Fort St. ]Mary*s, and all the other out-posts, and the 
British colours were hoisted under three cheers from every 
Seaman and Soldier. The French Troops all retired to the 
Town and Citadel. 

May 23rd. — This morning the British Grenadiers took 
possession of the Town gates; and the gate of the Citadel: 
and on the 24th at daylight, the most glorious sight that 
an Englishman can experience, and which, I believe, none 
but an Englishman could bring about, was exhibited; — 
4,500 men laying down their arms to less than 1,090 
British Soldiers, wdio were serving as IMarines. Our loss of 
men in taking Bastia, containing upwards of 14,000 inha- 
bitants, and which, if fully occupied, w ould contain 25,000, 
was smaller than could be expected : Seamen killed, aiul 
who died of their wounds, 12; w^ounded 14. Soldiirs 
killed, and who died of their w'ounds, 7 ; w ounded i?-!. 
Total killed 10, w^ounded 37. Officers wounded, Ca])- 
tain Rudsdale of the llth Regiment, Captain Clarke of the 
G9th, and Lieutenant Andrew's of the Agamemnon. By the 
most accurate account we can get of the Bhiemy’s killed and 
wounded, they had, killed 203, wounded 540, most of whom 
are dead. AVe consumed 1,058 barrels of pow'der, and hied 
11,923 shot, and 7,373 shells. 
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TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 


on 


[From Clarlie and M^Arlliur, vol. i. p. 169.] 

[Apparoritly 23rd May 1794.] 

My dear Lord, 

With the most heartfelt satisfaction do 1 congratulate you 
the great event of this day,i accom])lishcd by that solid 


1 It is desirable to give Lord Hood’s Dispatch, as printed in the London 
(jazette,on the surrender of Bastia, not only because it is a necessary illustration 
of an event in which Nelson performed so distinguished a part, but because tlie 
manner in which the services of the OtTicers was nnuitioned gave great um- 
brage to him, as he considered that his exertions had not been duly ap- 
preciated. (See some subsequent Letters.) That J.ord Hood could not 
have intended to do him injustice is evident from liis T-ordsliip’s high charac- 
ter, from his whole conduct towards Inm, and from his private Letters ; but 
it is impossible to deny that Nelson, who was the mainspring of the Enterprizo, 
and upon whom most of the responsibility and labour had fallen, deserved a 
distinct acknowledgment of his merits; and, at least, as strong an eulogium as a 
young (y'aptain of Artillery, whom he had himself first brought to Lord Hood's 
notice. 

“ Victory, off Bastia, May 24th, 1794. 

“ Sir, 

"I have the honour to acquaint you that the Town and Citadel of Bastia, with 
the several Rosts uj)on the heights, surrendered to the arms of his Majesty on the 
22nd. On the 19th T received a message that the garrison 'vvas desirous of ca- 
pitulating upon honourable terms, in consequence of which I sent the enclosed 
note on shore. This brought on board the Victory three? (.)flicers, who informed 
me that Gentili, the Commandant, would assemble the Ollicers of tlio several 
corps and of the Municipality if a Truce took j)luce, which I agreed to, a little 
before sunset, 'I'he n<*xt day 1 received a note from (ientili, which I also en- 
close, and sent Captain Young on shore on the morning of the 21st, who soon 
returned to the Victory with two Officers and two of tho Administrative Bodies, 
which, with \'ice-Adiniral (joodall, Captain Young, Captain Tnglefield, and my 
Secretary Mr. INHArthur, settled the Articles of Capitulation, wliich were signed 
the following morning, when his Majesty’s 'I'roops took possession of all the 
Posts above the 'fown, tho Troops in each retiring to the Citadel, from whence 
they marched to the Mole-head, where they grounded their arms and were em- 
barked. You will receive herewith tho Articles of Capitulation, which I hope 
his Majesty W’ill ajiprove. 

“I am unable to give due praise to tlie unremitting zeal, exertion, and 
judicious conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Villettes, who had the lionour of com- 
manding his Majesty’s Troops : never was either more conspicuous. Major 
Jhoroton and every Officer and soldier under tho Lieutenant-Chdoners orde rs 
are justly entitled to my warmest acknow ledgrnents ; their persevering ardour 
and desire to distinguish themselves cannot be too highly spoken of, and 
which it will he my pride to remember to the latest period of my life. 

^‘Captain Nelson, of his Majesty’s Ship Agamemnon, who had the command 
nnd directions of the Seamen in landing the guns, mortars, and stores, and 
f-’nptain Hunt who commanded at the batteries very ably assisted by C’aptain 
hullen and Captain Serocold, and the Lieutenants Gore, Hotham, Stiles, An- 
drews, and Brisbane, have an equal claim to iny gratitude, as the Seamou under 
d^eir management worked the guns with great judgment and alacrity. Never 
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judgment which no fears of others could warp from that dut}^^ 
and love of our Country which has ever shone so conspicuous. 
My heart is too full to say all I think ; but I must not for- 

was an higher spirit or greater perseverance exhibited, and I am happy to say 
that no other contention was at any time known than who should be most for- 
ward and indefatigable for promoting his Majesty’s Service ; for although tho 
difficulties they had to struggle with were many and various, the perfect har- 
mony and good humour that universally prevailed throughout tho siege overcame 
them all. 

cannot but express in the strongest terms, the meritorious conduct of Cap- 
tain Duncan and Lieut. Alexander Duncan of the Royal Artillery and Lieut. De 
Butts of the Royal Engineers, but my obligation is particularly great to Captain 
Duncan, as more zeal, abilit 3 % and judgment, was never shown by any Officer, 
than were displayed by him, and I take the liberty of mentioning him as an Officer 
highly entitled to his Majesty’s notice. 

I feel myself very much indebted for the vigilance and attention of Captain 
Wolseley of the Imperieuse, and of Captain Hallowell, who became a volunteer 
wherever he could bo useful, after being superseded in the command of tho Con- 
rageux by Captain Waldegrave. Tho former kept a diligent watch upon tlie Is- 
land of Capraia, where the Enemy have magazines of provisions and stores, ant! 
the latter did the same by guarding the harbour’s mouth of Bastia, with Gun-boats 
and launches well armed the whole of every night ; whilst tho smaller boats were 
very judiciously placed in the intervals between, and rather witliout the ships 
(which wore moored in a crescent just out of reach of the Enemy’s guns) by Cap- 
tain Young of the Fortitude, the centre Ship, on board of whiedj every boat assom- 
bled at sunset for orders, and the cheerfulness with which tho Officers ami Men 
performed this nightly duty is very much to be admired, and afforded me the most 
heart-felt satisfaction and pleasure. 

‘‘ 7'he very great and effectual assistance I received from Vice-Admiral 
Goodall, Captain Inglofield, and Captain Knight, as wcdl as from every Captain 
and Officer of his Majesty’s Ships under my command, have a just claim to iriy 
most particular thanks, not only in carrying into execution my orders afloat, but 
in attending to and supplying tho wants of the little Army on shore. It :9 to 
the very cordial and decided support alone 1 had the honour to receive from tli'* 
whole that the innumerable difficulties we Lad to control with were so happily 
surmounted. 

Major Smith and Ensign Vigoreux of the 25th Regiment, and (’iiptain 
Radsdale and Lieutenant St. George of the 11th, not embarking w'itli lln ir re- 
spective regiments, having civil employments on shore ; it is to their honour 1 
mention that they relinquished those employments and joined their corps soon 
after the troops landed. 

It is very much my duty to inform you that I am eiaremely ohlij^ed to 
General Petrecono, Mr. Frediani, and all the Officers of tho Corsicans servin ; 
with the Army, for their groat zeal, ardour, and attention, in forwarding tlo 
reduction of Bastia by every means in their jmwer, who were of infinite servit'^ 
by preserving good order in the troops. 

1 transmit an account of the loss on tho part of his Majesty in killed ai'd 
wounded, which I am happy to say is inconsiderable, but the Enemy suflored 
much, their hospitals being full. 

“At the ccinmcnccment of tho Siege the number of the Enemy hearing 
w*as three thousand. 
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get my friend Captain Duncan, who having attained tliat 
rank, I understand, for his services at Toulon, will, I trust, 
have another step through your Lordship’s interest : the 
rank of Major is, as I am informed, not unfrequently given. I 
need say no more. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT IION. SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.Ii., 
MINISTER AT NAPLES. 


Letters of Lord Nelson to Lady Hamilton.’* 8vo. 181L vol, ii, p. ] 


IJastia, May 24tli, 1794, 


My dear Sir, 

Will you have the goodness to forward the inclosed to 
Mr. J3rand, and to present my letter to Lady Hamilton ? 

Every lover of his Country will rejoice in our great and 
almost unexampled success, to the honour of my Lord Hood, 
and to the shame of those who opposed his endeavours to 
serve his Country. General Stuart, ^ I am happy to say, is 
just arrived. 

We shall now join heart and hand against Calvi. When 
conquered, I shall hope to pay my respects to your Excel- 
lency at Naples, which will give real pleasure to your very 
faithful and obliged 


Horatio Nelson. 


“ I3y tbo first Ship that sails for England I shall have the honour of sending, 
to be laid at bis Majesty’s feet, the several stand of colours taken at liastia. 

“ Captain Hunt, who was on shore in the command of the batteries, from the 
hour the troops landed to the surrender of tho Town, will he the bearer of this 
Dispatch, and can give any further information you may wish to know respecting 
the Siege. 

“ I have the honour, &c., 

IIOOD, 

“Right Hon. Henry Dundas.” 

^General the Honourable Charles Stuart, fourth son of John, third Earl of 
Bute, and father of the present Sir Charles Stuart, G.C.I3., Lord Stuart de Rothe- 
say* — “ an Officer who, unfortunately for his Country, never Inid an adequate 
field for the display of those eminent talents which were, to all who knew him, 
so conspicuous.” — Sontheif's Life of Neliion. General Stuart received the Order 
of the Bath in January 1799, and died in March 1801. 
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TO WILLIAM LOCKER. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, ROYAL 
HOSPITAL, GREENWICH. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Agamononon, Bastia, Maj 30th, 1794. 

My dear Friend, 

I am just got on board after eight weeks' service on shore, 
where I trust I have acquitted myself in a manner my friends 
will be pleased with. The more we see of this place, the 
more we are astonished at their giving it up, but the truth 
is, the different parties were afraid to trust each other ; ihc^y 
can be justified on no other ground. I only yesterday got 
your letter of the 12th of December, which my brother sent 
in a box. I have now on board two Captains, twenty-four other 
Officers, and JlOO Seamen of the Sliips we fell in with last 
October.^ I'lie Officers abuse the crews, tlie people their 
Officers ; all join against their Commodore for not coming 
down to us after we were crippled : not that I have any idea 
they could have taken us, but they certainly behaved sliamc- 
fully ill. The Fortunce is burned, the Minerve and La 
Fleche taken; — the Melpomene is at Calvi, and I trust will 
fall into our hands. We are now taking on board shot, shells, 
powder, &c. for Calvi, which, although very strongly situ- 
ated, will I believe soon fall, whicfi when done, Agamemnon 
goes to Gibraltar to get something done to her, having now 
been without the slightest repair in hull or rigging, sixteen 
months. Bastia is mo.st pleasantly situated, contains 14,000 
inhabitants, and will hold 20,000. A few hours carries 
parties to Italy. If the Corsicans know their own interests 
they will he happy with us, hut they cannot bear dependence, 
liemernber me kindly to all your family, who I hope to sec 
in August or September ; and believe me, 

Your most obliged and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


Direct me a letter to Gibraltar. 


* Vide p. 334, fnito. 
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TO THE JIEVERENJ3 MR. NELSON, HILROROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Bastia, IMay 30th, 1794. 

My dear Brother, 

If you received iny letter on our intention to land near 
Bastia, you will naturally have been anxious (more than com- 
mon) for our success. If proofs were wanting to show that 
perseverance, unanunity, and gallantry, can accomplish 
almost incredible things, we are an additional instance. All 
has been done by Seamen, and Troops embarked to serve as 
Marines, except a few Artillery under the orders of Lord Hood, 
who has given in this instance a most astonishing proof of the 
vigour of liis mind, and of his zeal and judgment. His thanks 
to the Seamen probably will find its way into the News- 
papers they are as luindsomc as can be penned. 4,500 
men have laid down their arms to under 1,200 Troops 
and Seamen : it is such an event as is hardly on record. 
Seventy-seven pieces of ordnance, with an incredible cpiantity 
of stores, are taken, with a Man-of-War of twenty- two 
guns. The Fortunee was destroyed at Fiorenzo, the Minerva 
taken, La Fleche here : therefore three out of four of my 
antagonists are gone. The Melpomene is at Calvi, and will, 

1 ho])e, fall into our hands with Mignonne, a small Frigate. 
3'hiis 1 shall still have tlie satisfaction of seeing this Squad- 
ron taken, whicli could not have happened had they not 
fallen in with me. They were bound to Nice, but IMelpo- 
iiieiie being so nuicli damaged, they were obliged to put into 
Corsica. I have now on board two C’aptains of the Frigates, 
twenty Oflicers, «and 300 Seamen. All join in our praise, 

•*“ Victory, off IVastia, May 1791. 

“ the Comniamlci-in-Cbief returns his best thanks to Cvrptain Nelson, and 
'losires he will pre.sent them to Captain Hunt, Captain Serocohl, and Captain 
Riillen, as well ns to every Dtticer and Seamen employed in the Reduction of 
Jliistki, for the indefatigable zeal and exertion they have so cheerfully mani- 
fested in the discharge of the very laborious duties conuniitcd to them, uot- 
'vitlistaniling the various difficulties an<l disadvantages they have, had to strug- 
gle with, which could not have been surmounted, hut by the unconimon spirit 
and cordial unanimity, that have been .so conspicuously displayed, and which 
must giro a stamp of reputation to their character.^; not to he effaced, and will 
he reniornbered with gratitude by the Cominande. -in-Chief to the end ot hi.s 
life.’’ 

“ f’aptain Nelson.*' 
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but they accuse each other : the Officers saying the crew 
would not fight ; the people abuse their Officers, and 
both parties join in abusing the Commodore, Captain of 
Fortunee, for not coming down to us, when we were crippled. 
I don’t think they are the men who would have taken Aga- 
memnon, but they behaved shamefully in not trying. We 
are taking in stores for Calvi, which I trust will fall in a 
fortnight after we get our batteries erected. Agamemnon 
then goes to Gibraltar to get some refit, and I hope from 
thence to England : latter end of August, or beginning of 
September, I hope to be at Portsmouth. llemember nie 
kindly to Mrs. Nelson, and to my Aunt, and children. 
Compliments at Swaffham. Believe me, your most affection- 
ate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MR. EVAN DAVIS, SWANSEA. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, Ovo., vol. i. p.232.J 

May or June 1791. 

From the nature of our profession we hold life by a more 
precarious tenure than many others, but when wc fall, we 
trust it is to benefit our Country. So fell your Son^ by a 
cannon-ball under my immediate command at the Siege of 
Bastia. I had taken him on shore with me, from his abilities 
and attention to his duty. 

1 am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clark and M'Artbur, vol i. p, 171.] 

Early in .Tuno, 1791. 

We are just got to Sea after the French Fleet, vhicli we 
hear is out of Toulon ; oiir Squadron is after them, steering 
for Calvi, where I fear they will get, in spite of Admiral 
Hotham’s endeavours. The Enemy are nine Sail of tlie Line, 
Admiral Hotham seven ; two will join from St, Fiorenzo 

* The Agamemnon’s Log states that a Seaman called Thomas Davis, was killed 
during the Siege of Bastia. 
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and Lord Hood goes with six of us. If we have but the good 
fortune to catch them at Sea, we shall, I am sure, give a good 
account of them. Lord Hood only got the account last 
night at eleven o’clock, and by seven this morning we were 
all under sail. The Agamemnon had two hundred tons of 
ordnance to get out, and Lord Hood had given me orders 
to follow him as fast as possible : I was enabled to sail in half 
an hour after him, and we are now alongside the Victory. 
I pray God we may meet this Fleet. 

If any accident should happen to me, I am sure my conduct 
will be such as will entitle you to the Royal favour : not that 
I have the least idea but I shall return to you, and full of 
honour ; if not, the Lord’s will be done. My Name shall 
never be a disgrace to those who may belong to me. The 
little I have, you know I have given to you, except a small 
annuity. I wish it was more ; but I have never got a 
farthing dishonestly; it descends from clean hands. What- 
ever fate awaits me, I pray God to bless you, and preserve 
you for your Son’s sake. 1 think always in the most affec- 
tionate manner of my Father; tell him so, and ever believe 
me your most affectionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO Tllf: lUCillT HONOURABLE LORD HOOD. 


[Autograpli, in tlie possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, June 7th, 1794. 

My Lord, 

I have cleared our between decks of all our Ordnance 
stores, and sent them to the Dolphin. I have not touched 
those in our hold which, unless your Lordship chuses we 
should be entirely cleared of ; all the stores, will I think be no 
great inconvenience for a short cruize. We are unmoored 
and short on our other anchor: will send for the Troo])s 
directly. 


I am with great respect, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


I have wrote Captain Inglefield to request some of the 
Trans])orts’ boats may take some wads ajiid platforms from 

us. 
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TO THE lUGilT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autograj)!}, in the Minto Papers. — The Right Honourable Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
Bart., was sent to Corsica as Commissary Plenipotentiary. After the co.s^ 
sion of the Island to Great Britain he became Viceroy, which office he held until 
the evacuation of Corsica in October 1796. On the 20th of October 1797 he was 
created a Peer, by the title of Loud Minto, and obtained a Royal Grant of the 
Arms of Corsica, to be borne on a Chief, over his family Ensigns. His Lordship 
was Envoy Extraordinary to Vienna in 1799: in 1806 he was made President 
of the Board of Controul; and in 1807, Governor- General of India. In February 
18 Kj his eminent public services were rewarded by the dignities of Viscount 
of Mi.i,gund, and Eaki. of JMinto, He died in June iSM, and w’as succeeded h\r 
his eldest Son, Sir Gilbert Elliot Murray Kynynmond, G.C.B., the present Karl 
of IMinto, to W’hose kindness the Editor and the Public aro indebted for this 
and many other valuable Letters from Lord Nelson to his distinguished Fatlier.] 

Agamemnon, Bastia, Juno 12tb, 1791, 

Dear Sir, 

As I am sure you must be anxious to hear of Lord Hood,' 
I shall, the moment I get on shore, desire a messenger to be 
dispatched to your Excellency with this letter. He did not 
(owing to little winds) join xVdmiral Ilotham oil* Calvi till 
daylight on the 9th, and tlic Admiral had not been nearer the 
French Fleet than four leagues, and they had the wind of 
him, w’hich induced him to steer for Calvi. At halt-])ast 
nine o’clock, a Frigate was seen to the Westward, with the 
signal flying for the Enemy’s Fleet to the Westward. Lord 
Hood instantly made tlie signal for a general chase. When 
the Frigate joined, Sir Charles Hamilton^ aeciuaintecl his 
I.ordship tliat he left tlie French Fleet at eiglit o’clock at 
night on the 8th, twelve leagues off the Island of Santa Mar- 
garcta, laying to with their heads off* shore. Lord Hood 
then made the signal for to chase N.W., wdiich we did, till 


^ intelligence having reached Lord Hood, at Ba.stia,lhat the French Fleet Ii:ul pul 
to Sea on the 5tli of .Tune, he immediately proceeded with the Squadron, f:onsi,'>t- 
iiig ol tliirteen Sail of the J.ine, including the .Agamemnon, to meet them. Oil 
the KUh the Enemy were seen under the hind of Sr. 'i'ropo/, bu* tin v sut* 
ceeded in getting into Gourjeaii, where he resiolved to attack them. It "uis, 
however, found impracticable to do so ; ^ond Lord Hood, leaving Vice-A<lmii‘il 
Hotl»am to watch tliem, returned to Bastin. 'J’lic Agamemnon (|uitte(l the Heel 
for I'iislia on the lOih, as soon as the hopes of an Engagement were at an 
and she arrived there on the 12th of that month, to assist in the Siege ot Giihi. 

* The pre.sent Admiral Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart., K. C. B., then C:ipt«i» of 
the Dido. 
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dark, when the Fleet was collected round the Victory, she 
carrying all her plain sails during the night, and having Fri- 
gates in every direction. 

At noon, on the 10th, being nearly on the Station where the 
Enemy was seen, and in sight of the French coast. Lord 
Hood thought fit to order Agamemnon to Bastia, to 
convoy the troops to Mortella Bay, and to get everything 
in readiness to land them at Calvi at a moment’s notice. 
Courageux is gone to Fiorenzo for stores, and comes round 
to Bastia. I lost sight of the Victory at half- past five 
o’clock on Tuesday afternoon, with thirteen Sail of the Line 
and several Frigates standing with an easy sail in shore. On 
the morning of the 9th, a heavy firing was heard by the 
Dido, and we fear the Sardinian Frigate is taken by them. 
By a Mercliant-ship, spoke by the Fleet, we learn that the 
Convoy from England, with the tioops, &:c., and Thalia and 
Inflexible, arc arrived in Gibraltar Bay. I hope they will 
not venture up till Lord Hood can get off Toulon, or wher- 
ever the French Fleet are got to. The Enemy arc nine sail 
of tlie Line, and seven other V’^esscls. If Lord Hood can get 
hold of these gentry, he will give a most glorious account of 
them 1 am certain. 

Believe me, with the highest esteem, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 

IIoRATTo Nelson. 


JOURNAL C. 

[Troin Clarke and ]M‘ArtImr, vol. i. pj). \ 72 — 109.] 

I This Journal relates only to tho Siego of Calvi. Captain Nelson sent a copy 
of it daily to Lord Hood, by whom it was transmitted to tho Admiralty ; but 
the only parts now in the Admiralty are those, from tho i^Hth ot July to the 8th ol 
August, for which period Clarko and M‘ Arthur have not given any' extracts.] 

June 13th. — Having ordered every Transport and Victual- 
ler, except the Ships in the IMolc, to be ready to sail with 
me, and ii Ship laden with empty casks, on the 13th of»Tune, 
hy eight o’clock every Soldier w'as embarked, amounting to 
5450 men, exclusive of Oflieers. At noon made tlie signal to 
unmoor, and at four the signal to w^eigli. Sailed in company 

4 
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with liis Majesty’s Ships Dolphin, Gorgon, and twenty-two 
Sail of Vessels, 

June the Joth, at seven o’clock in the morning, we arrived 
at Fiorenzo, and anchored in Mortella Bay. General Stuart 
came on board, and expressed himself anxious to go on to the 
attack of Calvi, if I thought it right to proceed with the Ship- 
ping, which 1 certainly did ; placing the firmest reliance that 
wc should be perfectly safe under Lord Hood’s protection, 
who would take care that the French Fleet at Gourjean should 
not molest us. I therefore gave the necessary orders, and 
sailed the next day [the 16th] at half-past five in the evening 
from Mortella Bay, with the Dolphin, Lutine, and sixteen 
Sail of Transports, Victuallers, and Store-ships. 

It was ten o’clock at night on the 17th, before any of the 
Ships could got to an anchor on the coast about four miles to 
the westward of Cape Revcllata, the bottom rocky, and very 
deep water; the Agamemnon lying in fifty-three fathoms 
about one mile from the shore, opposite a little inlet called 
Porto Agro. This coast is so rocky, except in this inlet, that 
a boat cannot land stores on any other place ; and it is with 
the greatest difficulty that a man can get up the cliffs. 

June the 10th, in the morning, at half-past three o’clock, I 
went on shore with General Stuart to examine the Coast, with 
the hopes of finding a better landing-place; but we both 
agreed it could only be at the inlet called Porto Agro, 
though by no means a convenient place for landing guns or 
stores, as sunken rocks lie twenty feet from the shore, with 
deep water between them; and with a common sea-bree/o 
such a swell sets in, as to prevent Boats from landing. 
This inlet is three miles and a half from the town of C’alvi. 
Examined the Enemy’s outposts, and found them as follows: 
Monachesco,^ about 2200 yards from the Town, on the S. AV . 
side of it. The Mozelle fort, West from the Town about 1)00 
yards; and the Fountain battery in a shoulder of the hill, 
between IVIozelle and San Francesco; which last stands on a 
rock on the north side of the peninsula, and is washed by the 
sea. The ’J’owii itself is apparently well fortified, but with- 
out any ditch. 


* Called in General Stuart's Despatch " Mollinocbesco." 
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J une 19th. — The Troops were disembarked at seven o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th, under the direction of Cap- 
tain E. Cooke, with six field-pieces, which the seamen 
dragged up the hills. I landed in the afternoon with 
250 Seamen, and encamped on the beach, getting on 
sliore baggage for tlie Army. By the General’s desire I 
sent the Fox Cutter, with directions for 180 of the Royal 
Louis, the 18th Regiment, and 100 of the 69th Regi- 
ment, to join as soon as possible. During the whole 
of the 20th and 21st it blew so strong, with a heavy sea 
and rain, and with such thunder and lightning, as pre- 
cluded all intercourse with the Shipping, most of which 
put to sea. The Seamen were employed in making roads for 
their guns, and in getting up three twenty. six-pounders to the 
Madona, about two miles and a half from the landing-place, 
ready to act against Monachesco : the road for the first three 
quarters of mile led up a steep mountain, and the other 
part was not very easy. The weather became rather 
moderate in the night, but still with thunder, lightning, and 
rain. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon , near Calvi, 19th June 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

Believing that what I should do would be of service to 
our Country, and of course meet with your I.ordship’s ap- 
probation, I have the honour to acquaint you that on my 
arrival in Mortclla Bay, on the 15th instant. General Stuart 
was anxious to proceed on our expedition against Calvi, in 
which I own I most heartily concurred with him, believing 
ourselves safe under your Lordship’s wing. I sailed on the 
16th, in the evening, from Mortclla Bay, and anchored here 

’ Captain Edward Cooko. 'I’his gallant Officer was severely wounded in 
cominuucl of the Sybille, in capturing La Forte, French Frigate, in the East 
Indies on the t28th February 1799. He died of his wounds on the 23rd of 
^lay following. 
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on the 17th, at night. Yesterday was taken up in looking at 
the Enemy, and this morning at daylight, the troops, l,45o 
were landed, together with seventy volunteers from the Trans- 
ports, thirty men which I took out of the Inflexible, and one 
hundred Seamen from the Agamemnon. I was obliged to use 
every effort to forward the service. The General, after looking 
at Calvi, wished to have some additional force ; therefore 1 
sent the Fox to Fiorenzo, with orders to Captain Wallis^ to 
proceed to Bastia, for such troops as General Stuart wished 
to have. As the Gorgon had not men enough left her by 
your Lordship to take care of her, I was obliged to solicit 
volunteers from the Transports to bring her round with 
me, and therefore was under the necessity of desiring 
Inflexible to lend twenty men to assist in navigating the 
Ship. The Fox is to bring 150 of the Royal Louis. If 
the Victory does not join us before the Lutinc is cleared 1 
must send her for guns from the Commerce dc Marseille.s,y 
which are much wanted. Captain Cooke, who I found at Fio- 
renzo, with a zeal which will ever do him credit, wislied to ac- 
company me on the present Expedition. 1 not only have 
the greatest pleasure in having him with me, but his assist- 
ance to me has been very great ; and as he is anxious ti\ 
remain, I hope he will be allowed by your Lordship to stay 
witli me till the Siege is over. 1 have much to say, but wish 
not to kec]) the Scout. 

Believe me, with highest respect, 

Your Lordship’s most faitliful, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

General Stuart requests me to say tliat nothing particu- 
lar Ijas happened since our landing, and that he is really .‘>0 
busy tliat he cannot find time to write to your Lordship; hut 
begs to refer you to me for ])articulars, which I have given m 
my letter. 


® Captain Jarne.s WallLs wlio SfirvoJ with NnUon as First Lieutenant of the 
JJoreas, lie then commanded the Gorj^oii, Store-ship. 

® The Coininerco do -Marseilles of 120 guns, was one of the Ships l)rou|;lil 
frcia'roulun hy Lord Hood in December 1793, 
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TO MAJOU-GENEUAL STUAUT. 

[From a Copy in tho Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, June 20tli, 1794. 

Sir, 

The Sliipping which sailed from hence this morning for 
Mortella Bay,^ arc the division under Lieutenant Harrison, 
who has landed as many Seamen as he could spare at present, 
and 1 was to send to Fiorenzo for more men as soon as the 
Fox Cutter returns to me. I was in tho greater hurry to 
send these Vessels away, as their cables were much cut by tlie 
rocks, and it liad the appearance of blowing weather. The 
others, which are under sail, are going to work up to a safer 
anchorage. If the weather put on a better appearance, 
abundance of Shipynng will remain here to hold the troops 
in case any unforeseen event should render re-embarkation 
necessary. It is right to inform you, Sir, that if the present 
weather continue, it will, I think, be necessary for every Vessel 
here to ])ut to sea. I can only assure you that every exertion 
of mine shall be made to comply with your wishes on every 
occasion, for I am, with the highest esteem, 

Your most faithful Servant, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

I wished to have paid iny resjiects to you this morning, 
but rt'ally have been so anxious to get a twenty-four ])ounder 
in tile road, that I trust you will excuse me. The work of 
the (lay over, I shall do myself the honour of seeing you in 
the evening. 

IIouATio Nelson. 


* On tho 20th of Juno General Stuart wrote to Captain Nelson, “ that as bo 
iinilorstootl several rninsports wore sont from thenci* to Mortella Bay, he was 
iiiulcr tho necessity of askin*^ li inanv 'I’lansports ho meant to ilotnin for 
tlio uso of the Army in case of n cessitv, and what lunnher he thought proper 
for its iininediato protection, stal :ig that in consoipionco of Lord Hood’s ab- 
sence, tlie Army was deprived of powerful aid ; that it was of tho utmost conso- 
‘pKMice ho should know Ijow fur 1 might depend upon Nelson’s co-operation ; 
djiita tent w’as wanKMl for the Hospital ; that lot) Soamon were unc<|ual to tho 
tiisl: oi hauling uj> great guns in a short space of time ; and wishing him to in- 
crease the number of men. — Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO LIEUTENANT RICHARD SAINTHILL, AGENT FOR 
TRANSPORTS. 

[From the “ Memoir of Captain Richard Saintbill.” That Officer vras superaii- 
riuated with the rank of Commander in 1814» and died in June 1829.] 

You are hereby required and directed to land out of the 
Transports under your directions what studding-sail booms or 
other spars they can conveniently part with, to erect tents for 
stores, provisions, &c. for which this shall be your order. 

Given under my hand, at the Camp before Calvi, this 20tli 
of June 1794. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Camp, June 2 1st, 1794. 

My Lord, 

I did myself the honour of writing your Lordship by the 
Scout, who was in search of you here, to acquaint you of our 
situation. You will know from my letters to (Captain Tyler' 
and Captain Wallis, of what I thouglit it right to order, in 
consequence of General Stuart’s finding this place much 
stronger than he expected. As the General will write to tell 
you his wants and wishes, it is only necessary for me to say, 
that had not the weather been so bad as to preclude all inter- 
course with Ships for the last twenty-four hours, and still 
continues very bad, the Lutine would have been cleared of 
her stores and sent to Fiorenzo to request ten more guns 
from the Commerce de Marseilles, the General intending to 
have seventeen guns of the French against the Enemy, and 
three or four of my 24-poundcrs to fire shells from. Onr 
landing-place is very bad ; the rocks break in this weatlicr 
so far from the shore, and the mountain we have to drag 
tlie guns up so long and so steep, that the whole of 
yesterday we were only able to get one gun up, and then 

’ Captain Tyler of the Meleager of 32 guns. This gallant Officer, who was 
severely wounded in command of the Tonnant at the Battle of Trafalgar, died 
Admiral Sir Charles Tyler, G.C.B.i in September 1835. 
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we have one mile and a half at least to drag them. I hope 
before long we shall be able to land some to the eastward of 
Cape Reveilata; but it being within half gun-shot of the 
Kneniy, it cannot at present be done. General Stuart wishes 
much for the Fortunee Gun -boat to lay in this Bay, to the 
cast ward of Reveilata, to prevent the Enemy’s Gun-boat 
from coming in there to annoy our intended Battery, and pur- 
poses to place a heavy gun as a defence for her. She can lay 
with another small Vessel under a high point of land between 
her find the Enemy. I wrote to Lieutenant Fennell to try 
and get some volunteers, and to bring the Gun-boat to me. 
Your Lordship so well knows our want of seamen here, 
that I am sure I need not mention it : we shall have more 
than forty pieces of ordnance to drag over these moun- 
tains : my numbers are two hundred, barely sufficient 
to move a twenty-four pounder. The two Vessels laden 
with powder at Fiorenzo, the General will write you, I take 
for granted, about. He says he shall want the powder they 
have on board. Had not the weather been bad, I am sure 
one battery against Monachesco would have opened to-mor- 
row morning. Twenty-four hours, I think, will put us in 
possession of it. We seem here determined to act with vigour, 
and it is the only thing to get us on. The Enemy are hard at 
work making batteries. I wrote your Lordship that Captain 
Cooke is with me, who with great zeal and activity could not 
think of laying idle at Fiorenzo, therefore offered his services 
to me, which I cheerfully accepted. If it is not contrary to 
your Lordship’s plan for him, I believe he wishes much to 
stay with me. He begs I will present his respects ; and believe 
me your Lordship’s most faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Dolphin is in the greatest distress for men — not liav- 

’ On the 21st of June Lord Hood wrote officially to Captain Nelson from the 
Victory in Mortella Bay ; — 

Sir, — I am waiting with great impatience to hear from you, not knowing 
what Stores you took with you, and what more may he wanted. 'I'he 
additional troops General Stuart ordered from Basiia embarked this moni- 
and I expect to see the Ariadne and Transports to-morrow, when 1 
shall join and proceed with him. In addition to the men from this Ship 
already on the expedition, I have sent fifty more under the command of 
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ing enough to weigh an anclior, so Captain May tells 
The Liitine shall sail the moment she is cleared of her stores, 
Many of the Transports have been obliged to leave this 
anchorage, from the badness of the anchoring ground, noiK* 
of which are now in sight. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in possession of Mrs. Conway,] 

Camp, .Tune 23rd, 17‘M. 

My Lord, 

The Agamemnon, who put to sea in the evening of tlio 
21st, is, 1 hope, at Fiorenzo, and hope very soon to see her 
again with the Store-ships, who put to sea tlie day before. 
Not one Ship is returned to its. The General this inoniiiio* 
sent Captain Stephens^ of the Artillery to ask me, as nioro 
French twenty-pound shot could not be got, to give him my 
opinion what other guns could best be spared, and sliot for 
them, to make up the original demand, all of which 1 am told 
will certainly be wanted. I endeavoured to fix on those 
sizes which I thought most likely to bo obtained ; and as the 
General wishes to write your Lordsiiip, I send the Fox Cutter. 
The Lutine, if the weather moderates, will be cleareil to- 
morrow, when I shall immediately send her to your Lordsliij) 
at Fiorenzo, for these guns, &c. No more guns have bcoii 
able to be landed, the swell has been so great : therefore the 
battery against Monachesco cannot be o])ened till another bat- 
tery of four twenty-four pounders is erected to draw off the 
Enemy’s fire. Twelve guns are judged necessary for the first 
parallel. If we cannot get on faster, we shall be a long while 


Captain Hallowell, who is accompanied by Captain Serocold, both vary 

willing, and zealous Officers, from whom you will hare miicih 

and they are directed to follow your orders, which 1 am 

do with great alacrity, and that all will go on with ecpial conllpiUiy 

humour as at Hastiii, 1 am. Sir, with great regard, &c., Hood. P.S, I 

for what may have happened from last night’s wind.’* — From a Copv certified 

by Xelson, in the Hood Papers. 

^ Captain Etlward Stephen.s of the Artillery, w’as the Senior OlHcer of thi't 
(Jorpa at the Siege : he became a Lieutenant-Colonel in .Tanuary 1791 , and ' 
Lieutenant-General in .lune 1U13, 
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in getting possession, if the Enemy make an obstinate resist- 
ance. The Vessels with the powder having gone to sea, I 
have been obliged to order the Dolphin and Lutine to land 
powder, and Wolseley® having twenty-four barrels of prize 
powder, that is bought of him. 

I am, with highest respect, 

Your Lordship, your most faithful Servant, 

Hobatio Nelson. 

Captain Cooke desires to present his respectful com])li- 
inents. 


TO THE IlON. LIEUTENANT-GENERAL STU/VRT. 

[ Autograjih, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

.lune 23rcl, 1791. 

Two thirty-six pounders from Commerce de IMarseilles, 
and 3000 shot. 

Two twenty-four pounders from Agamemnon, and 2000 
shot. 

N.lk — The Agamemnon has not 900 shot of this calibre. 

Four eigli teen-pounders French, and COOO shot, supposed 
from Pearl and Fiorenzo. 

Three twelve-pounders French, and 4500 shot. 

Two twenty-four pounders from Agamemnon for sliells. 
Those wanted, exclusive of the live guns and ten-inch how- 
itzer on board the Victory. 

I think these guns are more likely with the sliot to be got 
than any others. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Camp, June 25th, 1794. 

My Lord, 

I am sorry your Lordship has not received my jettm ^ipil 
have wrote three since my landing. We go on wdl v-iiid 

^ Captain of the Lowe&tofie. vide p.3.^0, ante. 



416 LETTERS. 

although we have, in appearance, a great deal of hard work 
to get through, yet I liave no doubt but it will be accom* 
plished in a proper manner. 

The seamen are in want of tents, except the Agamem- 
non’s ten, all the others (Victory’s, who came yesterday, 
excepted) arc lodged in sail tents, which are wanted for tlio 
Artillery Stores, Commissaries, and Hospitals. There being 
no houses near us, makes the application to the Navy very 
frequent and urgent. If those Ships who have tents can 
send us thirty, we want them. I have landed the Purser of 
the Agamemnon to issue provisions for the seamen. I have 
also to request that 300 pair of shoes may be ordered di- 
rectly. I had not shoes more than sufficient for the Tran- 
sport’s people, and mine are barefooted. 

I can assure your Lordship that I believe all will go on 
here with harmony and spirit. The General has an opinion 
of his own which is not to be drawn from its proper object 
by the talking of any people, and he keeps his opinion and 
intentions to himself ; therefore prevents any opinions being 
given. 

Captain Cooke goes in the Lutinc to join your Lordship. 
His merits your Lordship is fully acquainted with, and I have 
only to say that they are certainly not lessened by his services 
under me. I send a Return of seamen. I am, with highest 
respect. 

Your Lordship’s most faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Since writing. Lieutenant Fennell is just arrived in the 
Fortunee Gun-boat. No account of stores or troO])s being 
given me, it was impossible I could give your Lordshij) any 
account, or of what stores when wished, to be followed. 1 
shall never omit writing your Lordship every occurrence. 

The Tisiphonc is just arrived. I have desired Captain 
Elphinstone to join Wolseley\ Many thanks for the news- 
papers 
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TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, ia the possession of John Luxford, Esq.] 

Camp, near Calvi, June 27th, 17<M. 

My dear Sir, 

1 have received your letter of June 10th, wherein you want 
a Prize-list for one vessel taken by Tartar and myself, which 
1 believe Captain Fremantle^ has settled about : if not, send 
the net proceeds to me, and I will give you a recci])t; but 
the Tartar must be paid, as you could not have paid An- 
drews. You have only to class the proportions of Vessels as 
Ca})tain Fremantle has told you them : — 

1st Class Admiral, so much. 

2nd ditto |, ditto. 

3rd ditto therefore Captains must be alike. 

4th ditto Lieutenants must be the same. 

5th ditto Warrants do. Petty do. 

Gth ditto |, Seamen do. 

Both Ships, the Cutter and Gun-boat, bas, I am sure 
been settled by Fremantle, as Udney^' has sent his very right, 
tind 1 only wait ^ouis to make a distribution. Jtespcctim^' 
the Virgin del Porto, send the net proceeds to either Captain 
Wolseley here, or myself ; and we will give you a recei])t, 
and shall deliver the proper proportion to Lutine, Mclea'^er, 
and Gun-boat which were in sight. 1 have received all the 
good tilings you have sent me, even to the last newspapers— a 
very great treat to us, Captain Ilullowell,' and Captain Sero- 
cold. We are before Calvi, and shall have it in due time. 

Believe me, your very much obliged. 

Ho Jl A T 1 o N E L s o X . 


Captain Tbomns Francis Fiemantlu of tho Tartar of guns, aftorwarJs a 
Vice-Admiral, a G.C.IL, Raronct, and G.C.M .G., who will be again olton men- 
tioned. 

John Udm^y, Esq., tbo British Consul and a MorchaiU at Leghorn, who, 
Mr. Pollard, often acted as Agent for Prizes taken by the Stpr.ulron. 

’ t-iptain Benjuiniii Ilullowcdl, afterwards Admiral Sir Benjamin Hallowi ll 
arew, G.C.B. 'I'his distinguished OtUcer will be again frequently meii- 
tioriod. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clmko and M*Artliur, vol. i. p. 175 ] 

Camp, near Calvi, Juno 27th, 17i,'l. 

My dear Fanny, 

I sent you a few lines just as we landed, since which no. 
thing particular has occurred. Dragging cannon up stoop 
mountains, and carrying shot and shells, has been our con^ 
stant employment. Josiah is very well, and I have no foars 
but he will bo a good man. He is affectionate, though warm 
in his disposition, which nothing can cool so thoroughly as 
being at Sea, where nobody has entirely their own way. Cor- 
sica, in respect to prizes, produces nothing but honour, far 
above the consideration of wealth : not that I despise riches, 
quite tlic contrary, yet I would not sacrifice a good name (o 
obtain them. 

The French here do not know what to make of ns. 
They hear we arc landed, yet have not seen us, nor have 
they any idea about our batteries, which, when they o])en, ^vill 
be heavy on them. That we shall take C^alvi in due time, 1 
have no manner of doubt. Vou know, probabl}, that 
George the Third is King of Corsica, chosen by the unani- 
mous consent of the yieo])lc themselves, the best of all Titles; 
they arc now our fellow-subjects. The first resolution of llic 
Parliament of Corsica was to declare they were hhiglisli- 
men : they might have been mistaken for Irishmen, by their hull. 
You will hear that Lord Hood fell in witli the French I'hvf, 
on the 10th ; but tlu *y were too near the shore for him to 
prevent their getting into Port. Ilis Lordship wished to 
attack them ; a Council of Flag-officers prevented him.^* Von 
may be assured he will either take or destroy them, hut I 
trust not before Calvi is ours, wlien T shall immedi itely join 
the Fleet. Be so good as to write a line to my Father, to s:iy 


^ Nelson’s dislike to “ (Jouncils of War ” is emphatically shown by s Li'di’r 
in a subse(|uont part of this work. Owing to recent promotions, there wero in 
a Fleet of thirteen Sail of the Lino, the extraordinary number of eight Hag 
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I am well, never bettor; also to Mrs. Holton, and that I shall 
write soon. I expect this will find you at Mr. Matcharn’s, at 
Ringwood ; remember me kindly. God bless you. 

rioiiATio Nelsojj. 

June 28 l!i. 

Those people who so liberally abuse everybody but them- 
selves, are probably the very persons who deserve abuse. I 
hope those who are to get so much money will make a proper 
use of it. Had I attended less than I have done to the service 
of my Country, I might have made some too: however, I 
trust my name will stand on record, when the money-makers 
will be forgot. 


JOURNAL C. 

On the 27th of June, we got up two ten-inch howitzers, 
and were employed all the day in carrying the heavy guns 
and carriages about three quarters of a mile forward, during 
a constant rain. Throughout the whole time, a gale of wind 
cut off all intercourse witli the Ships. At one o^clock in the 
afternoon, the Frcncii came out, and made an attempt to turn 
both flanks of the Corsicans. A Gun-boat also came out to 
support their rear, and the Enemy advanced under cover of a 
heavy cannonade. Our Light Corps were underarms to sup- 
port the Corsicans if necessary, and the Seamen got down two 
field-pieces and fired at the Gun-boat, whicli instantly rowed 
away. The Enemy rather forced our Corsicans to fall back, 
on which I went with General Stuart to them : they kept up 
a smart firing of musketry, and regained their post. Colonel 
Sabbatini,*-^ their Commandant, was killed, with two or three 
others, and five or six were wounded. TIic Enemy retired to 
tl)eir works about four o* clock, and I believe have not the 


Onicers; niiincly, Ailiuiral Lord Hood, Vico-Admiriils Hotiiani, Goodall, and 
Lorby, ;uul lloar-AdiniraU Sir Ilydo rarkor, Linzeo, Lutwidge, and Dickson. 

® Called ill Cjoneral Stuarl'a Desputcli in tho London (Luette, '* Lieutenant 
LoIoiil‘1 Senibaldi,” 


r ^ 9. 
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smallest idea of our intentions of bringing cannon over tlu 
mountains. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Camp, June 30th, 1701, 

My Lord, 

The General has thought, as wc all did, of the necessity of 
landing two 12- pounders on the point near Revellata. A bat- 
tery is made there, and I have put a Midsliipman and twi lvo 
men to fight it; The General tells me he cannot afford nieti to 
encamp there for its defence. The 36-pounders, so soon as 
the Dolphin is cleared of shot and shells, I shall take out of 
the Gun-boat and put on board her. They are not to [be] 
landed at present, nor do I think they ever will. Two 20- 
pounders arc to be landed from Lutinc this morning, and tlie 
day after to-morrow our battery is to open against Mona- 
chesco ; for it is found wc cannot carry on our batteries against 
the Mozellc till that post is damaged. To our battery against 
Mozclle from the landing place is three miles. Wolscby, ns 
soon as he has completed getting up the 12-[)oimdcrs, tells 
me he shall go on board the Victory and acquaint your Lord- 
ship of his proceedings. 

I am with highest respect. 

Your Lordsbip'’s most obedient Servant, 

IloHATio Nelson. 

We want provision for the seamen on sliore, particiilarly 
meat : our consumption of that article is very great. WInil 
Vessel would your Lordsliip wi.sh me to find for it? if 
only to Fiorenzo, the Fox Cutter woidd very soon gvt it 
for us. 
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JOURNAL C. 

July 3rcl. — The Seamen were employed for six hours in 
bringing up stores from the landing-place, and at night car- 
rying casks, sand-bags, and platforms, towards the intended 
battery. The French cannoneers and Royal T.ouis made tiie 
tlirec-gun battery against Monachesco, which they are to 
liave the fjgliting of. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 3rd, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

I keep a regular Journal of each day’s occurrence, which 
1 will write out to-morrow and send your Lordship. In case 
you should send away before I can get iny Journal to you, I 
l)eg leave to tell you that I arrived at Bastia on the 1 2th of 
June, in the morning ; that all the Troops were embarked, 
1450 men, on the 13th ; that I sailed from Bastia the same 
tvoning; arrived at Fiorenzo on the 15th, in the evening; 
and having got all the stores embarked, I sailed witli 
Dolphin and Lutine, with eighteen Sail of Transports 
and Store-shi])s, and anchored on tlie 17th, in the night, 
about four miles to the westward of Cape Revellata. The 
Troops were landed on the 19th, at four o’clock in the 
morning, in a Cove called Fort Agro, about three miles and 
a Imlf from the Town of Calvi, at which place all our Artil- 
lery and Stores arc obliged to be landed. Particulars of our 
transactions 1 will, as I have beft)re wrote, send to morrow, 
if ]K)ssible. I beg leave most sincerely to congratulate your 
Lordship on the great news from I'lngland, though I am 
sure we shall all regret poor (icorge JMontague ^ 

Believe me with truest esteem. 

Your most obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


‘ I'lu; Hattie of the lat of June 1794; Captain Jamrs Montague fell, in com- 
maiul of the Montagu, of 74 guns. 
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By the ignorance and laziness of people in the different 
departments, the General is kept back much longer than lu? 
wished. Our advanced battery, I am sure, will not be made 
this night — much to his dis])leasure. All our guns arc within 
three hundred yards of the intended battery against Mozelle; 
the battery against Monacbesco was made last night in direct 
contradiction to the General’s orders. The French' are of 
course firing at it, but it is thought right not to return the 
fire. We have nine twenty-six pounders, two twenty-four 
pounders, two eighteen pounders, three twelve-inch mortars, 
two ten-inch howitzers, one eight-inch howitzer, six field- 
|)ieces, all in their proper places. 

I have sent for the Agents of Transports to send me an 
t'xact lleturn of what Sliips are cleared ; and what the otlu r 
Ships have still on board, which I will send the first moment 1 
get it. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 


[Autogra])h, in the Hood Paijers. j 


Camp, July ltb, 


i\Iy dear Lord, 

The Monachesco getting additional strcngtli, tlie General 
ordered the three-gun battery which is manned by the Boyal 
Louis, to open on them at daylight this morning, A great 
deal of the Knemy’s battery is beat down, but I fancy it is 
not the General’s intention to storm it to-night. I hope our 
advanced battery will be finished this night — at least for five 
guns, but we are very slow. 

I have not yet cpiite wrote out my Journal, but will endea- 
vour to do it this afternoon. 

I am most truly your Lordship’s faithful, 
Horatio Nelso.v. 


A deserter came in this day : he says that two boats 
sailed for France within these three days past, that tliey ilo 
not come out by Cape Jlevellata, but go close round Cajic 
d’hispano. Tlie Brig would have gone last niglit, but the 
wind was uufavouiable : she will go to-uiglit if the weather 
favourable. 
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July4tb. — The Royal Louis Battery opened at day-light 
on Monachesco, and, before evening, did considerable damage 
to the Enemy’s works. It being the General's intention to 
make our battery this night against the Mozelle, he judged 
it proper to endeavour to draw off the Enemy’s attention 
from that place by a show of an attack on Monachcsco. — In 
tlic evening the Royal Irish marched from the right, whilst 
the Light Corps moved to the left. The Corsicans also, as 
soon as it was dark, began to fire ; which the Enemy thinking 
to be an attack on Monachesco, fired in all directions ; not 
only from the latter place, but from the Mozelle, Fountain 
Battery, San Francesco, and the Town. In a short time, 
thinking, I suppose, tliat we were in possession of Mona- 
chesco, they directed their cannon against it; and their mus- 
ketry was fired entirely across the isthmus, apprehending, 
doubtless, a general attack. It was General Stuart’s orders, 
which were as ])lain as it was possible for orders to be, that 
the working parties should move forward with the sand-bags, 
casks, and platforms, after sun-set; and as soon as they were 
got a little forward, I was to have moved with the guns ; but 
at half-])ast ten o'clock, when the General returned, not an 
Engineer liad advanced : an attempt, however, was made to 
erect the battery, but by midnight it was found impossible 
to accomplish it, and mount the guns before daylight. The 
General, therefore, ordered all the materials to be taken back 
to the place whence they had been brought. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograpli, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July /jtli, 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

1 am sorry all the firing last night produced nothing. It 
was the General’s intention, as lie told me yesterday,' to make 


^ On tlio Ith of July Coueral Stuart wroto to Captain Nelson 
“ Every time I write delmi, my dear Sir, 1 buftor more than 1 can describe, 
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a feint of attacking Monachcsco, wliich of course would draw 
off tlje attention of the Enemy from our people making tlio 
battery. From some cause it was eleven o’clock before tlic 
battery could be begun, and before twelve, from the impossi- 
bility of completing it, and getting the guns into it before 
daylight, every bag and cask was obliged to be carried back 
again. The failure of any plan must be distressing to him,— 
I am sure I feel it. Wherever it lays, it does not rest with 
us. We were at our posts one hour before any creature 
made their appearance. I think, from what the General told 
me last night, our battery will not be begun this niglit. A 
happy degree of irregularity I can’t help thinking is some- 
times better than all this regularity. I mentioned about the 
boats, as the way they securely go out, the same way they 
may attempt to get in, and the deserter said we guarded Cape 
Ilevellata, but not the other. Lieutenant Cox has his orders 
to join the V ictory, and [isj getting some men to lay in the 
Cove with Mr. Fennel. I shall see the General before I 
close this letter, to know if he has anything to say to your 
Lordship. Believe me. 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

I am just come from the General, and I hope we shall get 
on better this night. He is very much displeased. The lie* 
turn of Stores still on board the Transj)orts the General 
wished to look over : therefore I have deferred sending them 
to your Lordship till to-morrow. 


JOURNAL C. 

July 5th. — Carrying junk for mortar platforms, and 
placing the mortars on their beds; getting also things for- 
ward for the advanced battery : one hundred seamen were 

for it very little suits with my inclination or warmth of disposition. I must, 
Ijom over, crave it for one ni|^ht more, and hog from you 100 men at eight o’clock 
this evening to forward shot still nearer tlie Lnemy, while a hundred and Hify 
are onjpIoye<l by me in carrying other articles. Your very faithful servant, 
CiiAS. Stuart.'’ — Ori^inulf in the Nelson Papers. 
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tin ployed all night. Lieutenant Moutray made a battery for 
two eighteen-pounders inside Revellata, with twenty-five 
men. 


TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 

^Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 6th, 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

General Stuart is very anxious if your I.,ordship cannot 
get two eighteen pounders on the point inside Revellata, that 
one may be got, as it will take much fire from our battery, 
which I have now no doubt will be opened at daylight to- 
morrow morning. If opportunity offers during the feint of 
this night, Monachcsco may probably be stormed. 1 send you 
my Journal, and an account of what is in the remaining 
ran sports. 

Relieve me, your most faithful, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


JOURNAL C. 

July Gth. — Procuring some planks, and preparing every- 
thing to be ready to w^ork briskly in the evening. At half- 
])ast nine o’clock, a feint of an attack was carried on against 
Monachcsco, whicli succeeded amazingly well. Not a shot 
was fired at us ; for the Kncmy turned tlieir wliole fire during 
the night towards the post which they imagined was attacked, 
by excessive labour, and the greatest silence in every depart- 
ment, the battery was com])lctcd for six guns, within 750 
yards of the Mozelle, and without the smallest annoyance, 
before daylight. 

On the 7th, and the guns brought close to it ; but from 
unavoidable circumstances, the guns could not be mounted 
en the platforms until two hours afterwards. Tlie Enemy 
did not fire at us until the fifth gun was getting into the bat- 
bay, probably never thinking of looking so near themselves 
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for a battery, when they opened a heavy fire of grape 
shot on us : but the Seamen did their duty. Considering our 
very exposed situation, our loss was small in numbers; 
yet amongst those who fell was Captain Walter Serocold, 
of the Navy, who was killed by a grape-shot passing 
through his head as he cheered the people who were 
dragging the gun. In him, the service lost a gallant Officer, 
and a most able Seaman. Three soldiers were also killed, one 
of the Agamemnon’s Seamen, and Mr. Thomas Corney, 
Mate of the Grand Bay, Transport, who was one of the volun- 
teers. A little before six o’clock, we got two English twenty- 
four-pounders, and four twenty-six-poiinders, mounted on 
their platforms, in defiance of all opposition. At ten o’clock 
opened our fire from this battery on the Mozelle and Foun- 
tain battery : not a gun from the Tow'n can bear upon us, 
being so much covered by the Mozelle. We also opened our 
hill-battery of two twenty-six-pounders and a twelve-inch 
mortar, fifteen hundred yards from the Mozelle, with the 
Royal Louis battery of three thirty-six-pounders and two 
twelve-inch mortars in the rear, and to the left of our ad- 
vanced battery ; all which kept up during the whole day a 
constant fire on the Enemy. At three o’clock in the afternoon 
the Enemy set fire to the fascines in IVIonachesco, and aban- 
doned the post, which the Corsicans took ])ossession of. Wo 
had considerably damaged the works by niglit, during wliioh 
we fired occasionally on their batteries. The Enemy repairod 
much of the fascine battery during the succeeding night. 


TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 

[Autograpb, in the Hood Papers.] 

Rattory, Noon, July 7lh, 

My dear Lord, 

Tile feint on Monachesco succeeded most amazingly well. 
Not a shot was fired at us, but from unavoidable circum- 
stances our guns could not be mounted on the platforms till 
two liours after daylight, and being within grajie-sliot ol 
the Enemy it is wonderful our loss lias not been greater 
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Vour Lordship will be sorry to hear that Captain Serocold^ is 
amongst the killed. The Agamemnon lost one Seaman, and a 
Mate of a Transport had his leg shot off. The Troops had a 
Sergeant and two Privates killed. Our battery seems to have 
jiad a good cfTect on the Cavalier of the Mozellc, the two 
guns facing us being silenced. I will send back your papers, 
with thanks, so soon as the General returns them : the others 
I gave to Captain Wolseley to return to your Lordship. 

Believe me with truest esteem, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

('aptain Ilallowell and myself feel ourselves fully equal to 
the duty here. I send this Note, knowing your Lordship 
must be anxious to hear of us. 

The Crescent is cleared of all her stores, if your Lordship 
wants her.^ 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clnrli'e and P.RArtliur, vol. i. p. 180.] 

Camp, 8th July 171M. 

My dear Panny, 

I long to hear from you, for a post has arrived without a 
letter. Our batteries ojiened yesterday, and it is possible 
3011 may have heard that a Captain of the Navy has fallen. 
To assure you it is not me, I write a few lines; for if such a 


Lord Hood thus re])lied to this Letter, on the 7th of July : — 

“ My dear Nelson, — You judjjo very right; I was anxious to hear from you, 
‘.uni all things considered from your statement, I wonder our loss has not been 
more considerable. Rut I feel struck for the fate of poor Serocold, as the King 
had not a more gallant and deserving Olficer in the Navy, and J had a very sin- 
cere regard for him. If you, with the assistance of that brave fellow Ilallowell, 
feel yourself equal to the service that may arise, 1 shall not send you another 
Ollicer, but 1 shall hold one readv to rejoin 3'ou whenever you wish it, 'I’hore 
is a Transport not far off to which I have sent a boat, and 1 want its return to 
make a coinmunicatioii of her to the General, before I send away your messen- 
ger. Very faithfully yours, Hood. Re so good as to order the Crescent to join 
me immc'diately, that she may be discharged. The Transport is the Jamaica from 
Rastia : the enclosed note specifies what she has on board,” — From wCopy, 
certified by Nelson, in the Hood i*apers. 

* Cn tho outside of this Letter, Nelson wrote in pencil, “ To bo sent oil 
fcctly. II, ]V.»’ 
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report should get about, I well know your anxiety of niiiul. 
We shall take Calvi in due time; and I hope without much 
loss of men. I am very busy, yet own I am in all my glory • 
except with you, I would not be any where but where I am 
for the world. I am well aware my poor services will not bo 
noticed: I have no interest; but, however services maybe 
received, it is not right in an Officer to slacken his zeal for his 
Country. 

Yours, &c. 

Hokatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in tlie Hood Papers ] 

IMy dear Lord, 

1 received your letter last night after dark, and having no 
light on the battery could not read it till daylight this morn- 
ing. I shall send directly to the Crescent to join your Lord- 
ship. lie desired from me, before we left Ilastia, a written 
desire to sail with me : as he was under no Charter, it related 
I suppose to his insurance. 

The Enemy abandoned Monachesco yesterday evening, set- 
ting all that would burn on fire. They have no shells but 
six and a-half inch, which is fired from a field carriage 
brought occasionally forward. Our exertions the niglit be- 
fore must have surprised them, and had they believed llieir 
eyes at daylight they must have done us inueli damage, hut it 
was a full hour before they fired a sliot after the day broke. 
No person has been killed since our battery opened, and only 
two wounded, and they slightly. I sent off Mr. Cox to get 
ammunition, and if it is thought right, some men for the 
Gun-boats are wanted to come towards the Point near where 
we are, to prevent any of the Enemy’s Gun-boats from flank- 
ing our battery. I believe the General intends ereeting a 
battery to the left of our ])rcsent one, and advanced about 
three liuudred yards to knock tlovvn the Mozelle, which ha:? 
already sufiered greatly. 

Believe me, with truest esteem, 

Your Lordship’s must faithful servant, 

lion AT 10 Nelson. 
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Our Artillery Officers will use two wads for the gnus— 
one we believe to be sufficient, but they don’t seem to mind me. 
I have told Captain Stephens and Captain Wilkes,^ who is on the 
battery, that they will, from using as many again as is neces- 
sary, be soon short of that article, which probably cannot be 
supplied them. A large packet 1 found in my Tent this morn- 
ing from Sir Gilbert Elliot, which I send. 

Since writing my letter I have received yours desiring one 
every morning. Ten o’clock is the hour I have a])pointcd 
Sir II. Ilurrard''' to have a person at my Tent. I was only 
just returned home, having been absent forty-eight hours, or 
sliould have wrote early in the morning. 

1 send this by I/Aimable as she is most likely to get to 
your Lordship before Mr. Cox. 


JOURNAL C. 

Throughout the whole of the 8tli, both sides had kept 
up a constant and heavy fire. They totally destroyed two of 
our twenty-four-pounders, greatly damaged a twenty-six- 
pounder, and shook our works very mucli. One of their 
shells burst in the centre of our battery, amongst the Gene- 
ral, myself, and at least one hundred persons, and bh'w 
up our battery magazine, but, wonderful to say, not a 
man was much hurt. AVc, on our part, did considerable da- 
mage to the Mozelle and Fountain battery ; but when any of 
their guns were disabled, they had others to supply their 
place. At night we repaired our works, and got two of the 
Agamemnon’s eighteen-pounders to replace the twenty-four- 
ponnder. During this day we had two Seamen killed, and 
three Soldiers wounded. 

By ten o’clock on the 9th of July, we had evidently the 
superiority of liic, and before night had dismounted every 
gun in the Fountain battery and Mozelle, which bore upon 

Captains K(hvord Stoplions and John Wilkes, both of tbo Artillery. 

■' Captain Sir Harry Rurrard, Hart., of the l/Aimahle of guns. He afler- 
'V’ard assumed the nanio of Neale, and died an Admiral of the Hlue, a (LC.R., 
(j C.M.G,, in February 1840. 
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us: but the guns in Saint Francesco annoyed us consicUi-, 
ablvj being so much on our left flank, and at so great a dis, 
tance, that we could not get our guns to bear on it with any 
effect. In the night, we mounted the howitzer of ten inches loO 
yards in the rear, and a little to the left of our battery, both 
of which fired on the Enemy every three minutes during tiie 
night to prevent their working. Hallowell and myself each 
take twenty-four hours at the advanced battery. During this 
day one Soldier was killed, and one Soldier and two Seamen 
were wounded. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

July 9th, 1791. 

My Lord, 

I send you Captain Stephens’ letter to me about wads. [ 
spoke to the General, and he has directed that only one wad 
shall be used in future. If your Lordship will have the 
goodness to order two or three thousand to be made, we shall 
probably want them. The Victory has a Former for twenty- 
six pounders. The Agamemnon’s two twenty-four pounders 
are both ruined : one split up to the rings ; the other with llie 
trunnion knocked so much off, that it is uscles.s for shot. Tlic 
Dolphin is in great want of wood. Tlie Vigilant Gun-boat 
is laying here without men. Captain May^' wishes, if you have 
no objection, to put some men into her, and send her 
for some wood to Port Galeria. I have just sent to tin* 
General to know when he wishes tiie powder to be sent, (.'ii 
shore they have probably sullicicnt : tlierefore it will he 
ordered to the Store-ships. We have no certain comnmni- 
cation with Corte, although I should think a letter might he 
sent to Frediani, who I think would send a trusty Corsican 
with it. 

Your most faithful 

Hokatio Nelson. 

Casualties — Three Seamen and two Soldiers wounded. 

® Cftptain Jiiinca May cominaiuleJ tlio Dolphin St^rc-ship i ho was PostcJ 
1794. 
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Battory, half-past ton o’clock. 

I have this moment received your letter. I should be 
sorry that any opinion of mine should cast a censure on an 
Officer ; but at sunset the Seamen were ready to proceed with 
the guns : in about a quarter of an hour the General passed 
us with the Troops for the feint of an attack; in about a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, the Engineer, Captain Nepean,^ 
came from towards the intended battery, and he did not go 
forward with the workmen till near half-past ten o’clock. 
The General’s orders were clear, and were executed, as we 
know, the next night, and 1 know no reason but the Engineer’s 
not going forward so soon as it was dark, that prevented the 
batteries being made one' night as well as the other. The 
General is displeased, and it has given Captain Nepean a fit 
of the gout, so General Stuart tells me. I will, as your 
Lordship sends my Journal home, alter that part of it, if you 
will please to send it me, and put into it the exact time of 
the Agamemnon’s parting from her anchor and return. 
Tox is returned. 1 am getting the plank from her. If 
sleepers can be got, the platforms are undoubtedly much 
the better for them. INIy Agamemnon’s carpenter at llas- 
tia made us much better platforms than these gentry. The 
General’s expression of anger, the night I mentioned — no 
Engineer to he found — was public : ‘ not an Engineer to he 
found' Ilallowell and myself take, each one, twenty-four 
hours of duty at the advanced battci}'. 


ro ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autoj^rnpli, in the Hood Papers.] 

Damp, July lOlli, 17 04. 

My dear T.ord, 

1 have just received your letter of last night, and have to 
request that any part of my Journal which may relate to the 

^ Captain Thomas Nopenn, elder brother of Sir Kvan Nepean, Part. Ilo be- 
came a Major-General, niul died in 1816. 

Dio Letter referred to is not among the Copies of Letters from Lord Hood 
lo Melson, now in the Hood Papers. 
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niisconcUict of any Officer, you will alter as you please. | 
write yours from my own, which contains nothing hut tli^ 
truth ; and was intended by me as only a friendly not official 
communication to your Lordship. In in y Journal it stands, - 
‘ It was the General’s orders, which were as plain as possible 
‘ for orders to be, for the working party to move forward 
^ with the sandbags, casks, and platforms, and as soon as 
‘ they were got forward, I was to move with the guns, 
‘ At half-past ten not an Engineer had gone forward ; and 
‘ when the General returned, an attempt was made to erect 

* the battery, but it was too late, and all the bags, casks, kv. 

* were obliged to be brought back again.’ 

So stands my Journal. If your Lordship’s is different, it 
was the writing of the moment; but the fact istlie same, tliat 
by a quarter after nine, the Engineer ought to have done what 
he intended doing at half-past ten. The fact is as I have 
mentioned, but if your Lordship pleases to alter it, I shall be 
obliged, to, 

‘ At half-past ten o’clock the working parties went for- 
^ ward, but it was too late, and all the bags, casks, &c., wero 
‘ obliged to be brought back again. In the afternoon of 
^ the 2ist, the Agamemnon parted from her anchors, and 
‘ went to sea. The others, two Men-of-War and four Trans- 
‘ ports fortunately rode out the gale, for had they j)arted, 

‘ being nearer in sliore than the Agamemnon, every person 
‘ must have perished. 

‘ 24th. — The Agamemnon returned to her anchorage, as 
‘ did every Transport.’ 

I enclose my Journal up to this morning. I will desire 
some of the plank which may come in the Brig, to be left 
on board her for the Victory. 

I am to land, if possible, two thirty-six pounders this night 
in the bay close by our battery, and have to request from the 
Victory two coils of four-inch or four-and-a-half-inch rope : 
the Agamemnon now is exhausted of every thii g. I 
they may be sent to the Gun-boat, and the Boats shall eall 
for tliem as they row y)ast her. So many and various are the 
stores which I have landed both at Bastia and here, and 
which no regular receipts could be got, such as sails, rope^^? 
blocks, wads, and a number of other stores, that I 
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request a General Order both for Jiastia and this place; for 
every Ship near me has had Memorandums for many things 
being landed, and I shall got no pay unless you arc pleased 
to give me some General Order. General Stuart is very welL 
lie sleeps with us in the battery every night. 

1 find it so late, that I cannot send my Journal to-day, but 
will have it ready for to-morrow. Every thing mentioned, 
your Lordship may rely is most strictly correct ; only we 
must recollect the truth is imt to he spoken at all times, but 
with your Lordship I have no reserves. 

Believe me with truest esteem, 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Tiie Mozelle is much battered, as is the fascine battery. 
By ten o’clock yesterday morning we got the superiority of 
fire, and by dark the Enemy had [not] a gun in the Mozelle or 
Fountain battery to fire, all being cither dismounted [or] dis- 
abled, and the embrasures blocked up. At San Francesco, 
they have one gun, which annoys us a good deal. They at- 
tempted to annoy us with large shells from the town, but 
very few came home to us, they mostly bursting as they leave 
the mortar. We kept firing grape and shells from the ten- 
inch howitzer, which we mounted last night to prevent their 
working ; and their guns are in the same state as we left them 
last niglu. 1 think, if ])ossiblo, the ^lozelle may be breached 
by to-morrow night, but certain it will in one day after 
tile thirty-six pounders get against it, as they are to be two 
hundred yards nearer. 

One Soldier killed. 2 Seamen dead of their wounds. 

One ditto wounded. 


.lOlJUNAL t’. 

On the loth at daylight, w'c o])ened our fire on the Mozelle, 
and occasionally a gun on the Fountain battery, and found 
that the Enemy had not done any work in that battery during 
the niglit, everything being exactly in the same state. At 
the IMozclle they bad placed great numbers of sand-bags, to 
VOL. 1. V E 
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prevent our shot from striking under the arches of the bomb, 
proof of the cavaliere, which we did yesterday by boating 
down the merlins of the lower work. By seven o’clock in tlie 
morning the sand-bags were mostly beat down, and our fire 
went on without any opposition. By the evening, the Mo- 
zclle was much shaken, and I am sure a breach may be made 
practicable, whenever the General thinks it riglit to turn bis 
attention to it. To the honour of General Stuart, he is not 
sparing of himself on any occasion : he every night slecj)s 
with us in the advanced battery. 

At ten o’clock on the same day, saw the Enemy carry off 
their field-pieces and howitzer, and totally abandon the Foun- 
tain battery ; which was no sooner done, than they opened a 
fire from the bastions of the Town over their old battery and 
the Mozelle, and although they could not see our battery, yet 
great numbers of their shot struck it. By the evening a very 
large breach was made in the lower woik of the IMozelle; 
and during the night. Lieutenant Moutray joined, with 
twenty-five seamen : at ten o’clock they got up two thirty- 
six pounders and one twenty-six-pounder. We had this 
day one Soldier killed. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogniph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July lltli, 179i, 6 a.m. 

My dear Lord, 

The two thirty-six pounders were landed in the niglit. Oiir 
davit-cast unfortunately has broke its windlass, but if tho 
carpenters can fix another before niglit, (1 have sent for tlie 
windlass belonging to the Agamemnon’s launch,) we shad, I 
dare say, get a battery made for them so near the Mozelle, as to 
insure a breach in the course of twenty-four hours’ firing. Tlio 
General seems as anxiou.s as any of us to expedite the fall of 
the place ; and if I may be allowed to judge, he is an extra- 
ordinary good judge of ground. liis object is to keep Irom 
the town-fire till Mozelle falls. I can only say, that every 
exertion of mine shall be used to facilitate its reiluetioii. 
The Royal Louis arc bringing the three guns entrusted to 
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them down the hill to an advanced battery. We are now 
firing red-hot shot at the fascine battery, to endeavour to ef- 
fectually destroy it, but I am rather inclined to think tliere 
is too nuich sand mixed with the fascines. I shall finish this 
in the battery. 

The new battery cannot be made this night, but I hope all 
materials will be got forward. If the davit-cast is finished, I 
shall at all events get the guns forward. I have just sent for 
the two twenty-six pounders to be brought round to-night 
witli shot and shells. With the highest respect, I am, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful Servant, 

IIoiiATio Nklson. 


JOURNAL C. 

At daylight on the 12th, the Enemy opened a heavy fire 
from the town and San Francesco, which, in an extraordinary 
manner, seldom missed our battery ; and at seven o’clock, I 
was much bruised in the face and eyes by sand from the 
works struck by shot. The Mozelle was by this time much 
breached. At night replaced the guns destroyed, and fired a 
gun and mortar every three minutes. At half-past twelve 
the Town was on fire, and burnt for three hours. We 
Seamen and three Soldiers wounded. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 1 ‘2th, 1794. 

]\Iy dear I..ord, 

The Enemy yesterday afternoon abandoned the Fountain Bat- 
tery, as I am sure they will Mozelle and San Francesco, when 
they come to be pressed. The bastions of the Town opened 
tiicir fire upon us, but as they could not see our battery, could 
not do us much harm. In the night we got to the rear of 
our battery the two thirty-six-pounders : the twenty-six- 
pounders are landed, and one also got up. 1 send your 
Lordship Lieutenant Caines’ letter. When I was on the 
hcach, seeing how necessary it was to give encouragement to 

F F 2 
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the Transport’s people to exert thein selves in gettino 
Stores on shore, I gave them some wine and provisions ratlier 
than any delay should be made, but I did not feel myself 
justified in always continuing it. However, the people be- 
haved well, and having worked all day probably, and ordered 
to work all night, if your Lordship will allow me, I will 
discretionarily order tliern a little wine as an encouragement. 
Reports, we know, get about, and as neither time, or many 
other circumstances, may be mentioned, it is best to say it 
myself — that I got a little hurt^ this morning : not much, as 
you may judge by my writing. 

Believe me with truest esteem. 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

One Artilleryman killed. 

JOURNAL C. 

During the whole of the 13th of Jidy, a constant fire was 
kept up from the Town, which struck our battery very often, 
and dismounted another twcnty*six-])ounder. This is the 
fifth gun which has been disabled since the 7th, wIkmi oni 
battery opened, and having only six guns in it, is quite won- 
derful. At night we landed four eighteen-pounders, witli a 
quantity of shot and shells, in Port Vaccaja, and w(?re em- 
ployed in getting them up to the rear of our work : and 
here I must acknowledge the indefatigable zeal, activity, 
and ability of Capt«ain Hallowcll, and the great readiness 
which he ever shows to give me assistance in the laborious 
duties that are entrusted to us. By computation, to this iiiglit, 
we may be supposed to have dragged one twenty-six- 
pounder, with its ammunition, and every requisite for making 
a battery, upwards of eighty miles, seventeen of which 
up a very steep mountain. 


'JTiis “ little Imrt” caused Ijirii th« loss of the sight of liis right rye. honl 
Hood thus expressed his concern at the accident on the Tith of July,; — 

My dear Nelson, — I am truly sorry to hear you have received a hurt, and licjfe 
you tell truth in saying it is not much. I shall bo glad you will order the Ijout-' 
crews of the Transports wine, upon any occasion you judge necessary. I 
send some one in the morning to know how* you are, and whether you would nut 
have assistance. Ever, my dear Nelson, most sincerely yours, Hood.’'— ( 
in the Hood raj)er8. 
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TO AOMIHAL LORI) HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 13th, 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

Captain Knight will tell you that the Enemy dismounted 
one of our twenty-six-pounders yesterday, but another was 
got into the battery at dusk. We are now getting off the 
beach at Port Agro four eighteen-pounders, which are to be 
carried round in the evening. We are in want of eighteen- 
pounder shot for the two eighteen-pounders landed from 
Agamemnon. I have landed all but one thousand, but if 
your Lordship pleases, I will land such part of those as you 
may judge proper. They also want one barrel of pitch to 
pay the bottoms of tubs for the batteries. I have none; 
therefore request you will be pleased to order a barrel to be 
landed. If it is practicable, the General wishes to get Mo- 
zellc without erecting another battery, and then our efforts 
will all be against the Town-wall: eighteen-pounders to be 
left in our present battery, and the thirty-six and twenty-six- 
pounders carried forward. My eye is better, and I hope 
not entirely to lose the sight. 

I shall be able to attend my duty this evening if a new 
battery is to be erected, riallowell, who is a worthy good 
man, and myself, feel ourselves fully equal to whatever duty 
can he performed by our Seamen laiided : should we want as- 
sistance I will acquaint your Lordship. 

Believe me, with truest esteem. 

Your most faithful 

Houatio Nelson. 

Two Seamen slightly wounded. Three Soldiers ditto. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 


[Autograph, in tho Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July l<Uli, 1794. 

My dear I.ord, 

We have been so unlucky witli our guns in the advanced 
battery, five having been ruined out of the six mounted, that 
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the General wishes, if the Victory has any of the Commerce do 
Marseilles' guns on board, that two or three may be Landed.^ 
I rather think the guns we have on shore are not those we 
had at Bastia; therefore I am in hopes they may be on board 
the Victory. The present battery will be continued complete, 
eighteen-pounders instead of the heavy ones. Not less tlian 
seven guns will be wanted against the Town, and we have got 
only six. I shall land one twenty-four-pounder from Aga- 
memnon this night, as also some eighteen-pounder shot. I am 
sure we should get on much faster, but the General has not a 
person to forward his views — the Engineer sick, the Artil- 
lery Captain not fit for active service ; therefore every iniuutc 
thing must be done by himself, or it is not done at all. Last 
night we landed, and got to the rear of the battery four eiglit- 
een-]X)unders, and mounted a twenty-six-])ounder in tliL- 
room of the one dismounted yesterday. Our battery against 
Mozelle, if one is necessary, is, I understand, to bo made 
this night. The General is not well. He fatigues himself 
too much, but f can’t help seeing he is obliged to do it. I am 
sorry to hear your Lordship has not been so well as 1 most 
sincerely wish you to be ; but I hope before this time the 
complaint is removed. 

Believe me, niy dear Lord, 

AVith highest respect, your most faithful, 
IIojiATio Nelson. 


One Soldier killed. 

I keep my rough Journal regularly on : a copy for yoiir 
Lordship is rather behind, but to-morrow I hope to send it. 

* To tliin r(M) r>st Lord Hood sif^nified his assent, on tho Mth of.FuIy : 

“ My dear A Ison, — You shall have three of the Commerce de Marseilles fru/is 
on shore this evening-. I grieve to hear the (iencral is not well, hut am not sur- 
prised at if, hei ig sensible liovv much he is obliged to attend to liimsell, htMii;:; so 
t imely sujiport 1 ; hut if the Duncans ke«'p well 1 don’t care, as the) are theiin'ii 1 
de]>end uj)on. J cannot boast ofniy own health, hut hope hy care ond atteiitim 
hold out to see Calvi redi;ced. From your rapid filing last night 1 llatti'red inysf'It 
it was intended to walk into the Mi>/.elle as this night. Captain Seccomhe is h' l'’, 
whom I shall k* op in case you should want his help, lie is a very active (t'llo"* 
Yery faithfully yours, EIoo I). You shall have two more of the Commerce 
Marseilles guns to-morrow night, if tho General wishes it.’' — C(fV'V> 

Papers. 
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TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, (framed and glazed,) in the possession of Mr. Farrer, of Montagu 
Street, Portinan Square.] 

July 14th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

I have to beg the favour of you to forward the inclosed for 
England. The money you mention as having sent by the 
Sincerity, Lieutenant Walker, is not received. You will be 
sorry to hear of the fate of Captain Scrocold, but he fell as an 
Officer should, in the service of his Country. Hallowell and 
myself are both well, except my being half blinded by these 
fellows, who have given me a smart slap in the face, for 
which I am their debtor^ but hope not to be so long. 

Your obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Aithur, vol i. 102.] 

July 141h, 1794. 

A fortnight will, I have no doubt, give us Calvi; but our 
efforts here arc at such a distance, and so eclipsed by Lord 
Howe’s great success at home, that I dare say we are not 
thought of: however, wc must exert ourselves. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in tho Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July I5th, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

We landed the guns, &c., as you will see by my Journal, 
ivhich is up to this morniug at daylight : the General is bet- 
ter ; has spared himself a very little these two nights. He 
hopes to be able to take Mozelle without erecting another 
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battery. 1 made, yesterday, thirteen scaling-ladders, on board 
Agamemnon, and landed them this morning, for I think 
the Troops will be troubled in getting up tlie wall, because tho 
earth is too loose, and the weight of men will sink into it. 
The Enemy have heaped up a great quantity of sand bags iu 
the breach, and are aware of the General’s intentions, I am 
Sure by their conduct, although I have no doubt of our suc- 
cess. We changed the twenty-six- pounder in the battery last 
night for the eighteen-pounder. I shall rejoice to hear your 
Lordship is perfectly recovered, 

Being, with the sincerest esteem. 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograjih, in the Hood Papt'rs.] 

.July l()th, 17‘JL 

My dear Lord, 

AVe can want no more guns on shore, liaving now seven 
twenty-six pounders, one twenty-four pounder, two thirty- 
six pounders, laying idle in tlie rear of our battery, besides 
three which the Royal Louis are in proj)er time, 1 suppose, to 
bring forward. The General did not think the breach practi- 
cable ; and 1 am rather inclined to think it will not bo more so 
this evening, for we are battering against the solid rock, and 
the Enemy have filled up the space between the work and the 
Lavalier with sand-bags. 

We must this evening eitlier erect another battery for four 
guns, ‘250 yards nearer, wdiich will knock dowui an angle, or 
mount tlie breach as it is. Two days I can’t help thinking are al- 
ready lost. Colonel Moore, as Colonel of the J'^lank Coiujiany, 
will have tlie command, and I think it is he who w'shes the 
breach to be made wider. We are .s7ow, which I am sorry 
Moutray, whose battery on the point seems now little thought 
of, wishes to couje here. He .says there is a careful Midslnj^- 
man, therefore wishes to give his as.sistance here. AL’U "O 
do not want : if your Lordship has no objection, I will ocai- 
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sionally take him over for a night’s work now and then ; but 
I would not do it without your approbation. We arc all well. 
My t'ye is much better. 

Believe me, with truest esteem. 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

No accident.'^ 


TO AVlLLUai SUCKLING, ESQ. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Montagu Montagu, ILN.] 


Calvi, Camp, July Kith, 1794. 


My dear Sir, 

It is a little age since I have had the pleasure of hearing from 
you. A letter would give me real pleasure, and to say you 
are all well. I hear Captain Suckling^ is gone abroad, where 
1 am sure he will actpiit liimsclf with honour to himself and 
tViends, amongst wliicli I hope I am considered in the strongest 
tlegree. To an Officer, I feel, and [assure you] he docs, that 
an opportunity to distinguish ourselves is our greatest hap- 
piness. ^^^lat pleasure must those who are dear to us feel in 
reaning of a gallant Officer’s conduct. 

1 don’t doubt but your son will return safe, and with 
every credit which an Officer can receive — that he may, I 
nujst sincerely wish. 

You will probably have heard that I am landed licrc, although 


- Lord Ilood’.s antjwer to this Letter, dated July loth, contains his opinion on 
an iiuiiortaiit (luestion, to whicli Nelson alludes in his Letters of the same day : — 
“IMydear Nelson, — I am happy to hear you are bettor, and that no acci- 
dents have happened since yesterday. You are at liberty to make what use you 
jdease of Moutray, and 1 have told him so. Captain Seccombe is hero, much 
disposed to be useful, and ready to obey your commands if you would have him. 
1 am sorry the Gtmeral and 1 differ with respect to Summoning the Garrison, 
having always understood that whenever an Army is bi foro a ])laco and does 
a(g Summon it, the hesiogetl conclude no terms will be granted. I shall not, 
however, say another word upon the subject. 1 have given my reasons for the 
inoasure, and tlioae increase daily, which makes the delay, even of a day, ot iin- 
l>ortance to our Allies, consecpieiitly to his Majesty’s service. Jhit I say tl)is to 
alone. If things do not go altogether right no blame shall lay at iny door. 
Ever (aitlifully yours, Hood. LMiglo is in sight from Leghorn.’’ — f epy in the 
llood Papers, 


® A natural sou of Mr, Suckling. 
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every person sees how much I am put in the back-ground at 
Bastia: yet my zeal for the honour of my Country ought not 
to abate. On tlie 7th ultimo, our battery opened. Captain 
Serocold of the Navy was killed on the 10th. You will he 
siirjjriscd when I say I was wounded in the head by stones 
from the merlon of our battery. ]\Iy right eye is cut en- 
tirely down ; but the Surgeons flatter me I shall not entirely 
lose my sight of that eye. At present I can distinguish light 
and dark, but no object: it confined me one day, wlien, 
tluink God, 1 was enabled to attend to my duty. I feel the 
want of it; but, such is the chance of War, it was within a 
hair’s breadth of taking off my head. 

Lord Hood and myself were never better friends, — no)\ 
although his Letter does^ did he wish to put me wlicre I 
never was — in the rear.-^ Captain Hunt, who lost his Ship,^ 
he wanted to push forward for another — a young man who 
never was on a battery, or ever rendered any service dur- 
ing the Siege; if any person ever sjiys he did, then I sub- 
mit to the character of a .story-teller. Poor Serocold, wlio 
fell here, w'as determined to publish an advertisement, as 
he commanded a battery under my orders. The whole 
operations of the Siege were carried on througli T.ord Hood’s 
letters to me. I was the mover of it — I was the cause of 
its success. Sir Gilbert Elliot will he my evidence, if any 
is rccpiircd. I am not a little vexed, hut shall not (juarrd. 
AVe shall be successful here ; and a stranger and a lands- 
man''' will probably do me that credit which a friend and 
brother Officer has not given me. Best regards to every 
good friend. 

Believe me your most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


® Vide p. ;)99, ante. * Vide p. 337, onto. « General .Stuurt. 


iO 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in tho Hood Papers. ] 

Camp, July 16th, 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

IVIy letters, I am sure are considered as confidential there- 
fore I write what I think, as your Lordship saw by iny opi- 
nion this day. I have the pleasure to say the breaches, for there 
are tivo^ are much enlarged this day, and the General has told 
me, in confidence, his plan for to-morrow night, when 
success will attend us, I have little doubt. The Enemy, by 
their mode of firing this day, are aware of our intentions, for 
they liave tried the range of the different grounds we are to 
possess. I don’t think it is always necessary to Summons a 
riace before an attack, nor that it precludes the besieged 
from honourable terms. I have served as Commanding Sea- 
Ofilcor on shore, when we attacked, and the besieged, when 
they thought ])roper, sent out a Flag of Truce. At this 
place, if they had been aware of our getting so* near them 
in the first ])osition we could not have done it, the ground is so 
very unfavourable. Tlie Town wall is well built, but after 
their guns are dismounted I think they will surrender. The 

" From Loril HooJ, “ July ITtb, 1791. My dear Nelson, — Not a soul knows 
anything; of what you communicate except the casualties, and 1 am sorry for 
those of yesterday’, I perfectly' a^reo with you that a Town not being Sum- 
moned does not preclude tho inhabitants from honouvablo terms, hut according 
to the Kules of War generally practised, a Summons is sent, as it gives a fair 
opening to the besieged, if they are actuated by the satne principles, tluit of 
spilling the elTiision of blood, after security is offered to persons and property. 
At the same time in critical situations there niay’^ be objections to it, and I was 
convinced they existed in the first instance, but I am doubtful whether tiiey do 
so now. However, 1 sliall say net another word upon tho subject, although tlio 
rapidity with which the French arc getting on at Toulon, makes it indispensably 
necessary for me to put the whole of the Fleet under my command in the best 
])ossil)le state for service; and 1 must soon apply to the (joueral for those parts of 
t!io Uegiments now on shore, ordered by bis Majesty to serve in lieu of 
Marinos, to be held in readiness to embark at the sliortest notice. I shall delay 
the ajyplicatiou as long as possible, and 1 am now sending L’Aigle to look into 
1 onion. 1 write this in confidence. Ciod send what is intended for this 
may be successful. F.ver faithfully yours, Hood. P.S. 1 have no wish to 
send Seccombe, and only keej) him in case bo sbculd be wanted. 1 have sent vSir 
Harry Jlurrard the last newspapers to be forwarded to you — Lepe, in tlie Hood 
I’aj.ejs. 
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Frigates, 7 I am told, every evening are filled with people from 
the Town : therefore I don’t think tliey intend to burn 
them. 

I am sorry to conclude by saying that three Seamen and 
three Soldiers were blown up by some cartridges taking fire : 
two or three are in great danger. As I go out at nine o’clock^ 
probably not to return till this business is over, I write 
this to be ready to close if nothing particular occurs in the 
night. Did we want assistance we could not object to (hip- 
tain Secconibe quite the contrary, but too many Captains 
I have before felt arc an inconvenience. 

Believe me, with truest regard. 

Your most obliged and faithful 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


8 A. M. 17tl). 

Nothing new has occurred since my writing last niijlit. 
Sandbags, &c., are carried forward to make a battery, wliicli 
will open against the Town at daylight, or against the Mozollo, 
if we should by any accident miscarry. 

One Seaman, blown up yesterday, dead. 


TO Tin: RIGHT nONOUR.VBLE Sill GILBERT El.LlOT, IL\!H. 

[Autograj>li, in the Minlo Bupeis.J 

Camp, Calvi, .luly 17t!i, 

My dear Sir, 

You may possibly hear both from Lord Hood and General 
Stuart of our operations; therefore I shall say little more 
of them, than that success, I have no doubt, will attend thi* 
General ; and no (Jfficer ever deserved it more. Tlie place is 
strong, the access to it difficult ; the great difficulties arc, I 
hope, over. The Mozelle will be stormed this night, two brcaclies 
are made in it. The great fatigue General Stuart has mulcigonc 

^ 'I'he French Frigates La Melpomene, of 44 guns, and I-a JMigiionne of >’2 
guns, which wore then in the harbour of Calvi. 

" Cajjtairi 'I iioinas Seccombe ; he was Posted in j and in January 

while commanding the Glatton, having gone to the as.sistance ol the Belif, 
Sloop, whi<*h had grounded under the batteries of Reggio, bo was morta 
wounded and taken |rrisoner. 
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since our landing, has rather injured his health ; hut nothing 
stops him from seeing every thing done liiniself. Our loss has 
been trifling, not twenty killed and wounded : amongst the for- 
mer is Captain Serocold, and amongst the latter, in a slight 
manner, is myself, my head being a good deal wounded, and my 
riglit eye cut down ; but the Surgeons flatter [me] I shall not 
entirely lose the sight, which 1 believe, for I can already dis- 
tinguish light from dark. It confined me, thank God, only one 
(lay, and at a time when nothing particular happened to be 
doing. I beg my respects to the Governor, if you sec him. I 
would write him a line, but have not time. 

llelieve me, dear Sir, 

With the highest esteem. 

Your most faithful Servant, 

rioii.'VTio Nelson. 


TO AJ3MIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 18th, 1701. 

My dear Lord, 

I am just come from the General, who seems better pleased 
than he was last evening, lie rocpiests 1 will write to so- 
licit from you 000 barrels of powder and 1000 English eigh- 
tcen-])oimd shot. Nt)w J/Aiglc is gone, I am sure 3^011 can- 
not iinmediatelv supply that quantity. The Agamemnon has 
500, 200 of w'hicli I Iiave just ordered to be landed. We 
shall find ])h‘nty about the Mozelle. I have also ordered 200 
barrels of ])owder to be ready for landing from Agamemnon : 
the powder to be landed where we now land all our stores in 
Port Vaccaja. I shall thank you to tell me wliat shot the 
Ininerieuse can land, if au}^ should he wanting. I send your 
Lordship an account of what we have already" expended : it 
is I believe correct, or very near it. Many of our shot are 
h)st, probably on the roads, so that we cannot say the num- 
ber remaining will all be forthcoming, by some hundreds. 

Believe me, with truest esteem, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


1 Artillery-man killed. 
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An Account of Powtlcr, Shot, and Shells, expended before 
Calvi between the 7th of July and the 17th, both days in^ 
eluded. 


Powder 

Barrels. 

998 


Shells, 12-inch 

1012 


Ditto, 10-ditto 

424 


Ditto, 8-ditto 

149 


Shot — 

26-Pds 

5338 


18-Pds., French 

2205 


18-Pds., English 

1100 

Remains : — 

Stores at landing : — 


902 Barrels Powder. 
1288 Large Shells. 

Powder 

1900 

Don’t recollect I 

Shells, 12 and 13-Inch 

2300 

llO-Incb. 

Shot, 2G-Pds. . 

13,500 

81 02 26-Pdrs. 

Ditto, 18-Pds., French 

2600 

315 18-Pdrs., French. 

Ditto, 18-ditto, English 

1300 

200 18.Pdrs., English. 


.TOURNAI. 

c. 


July ISth. — The 50th Regiment were to assist in inakinira 
battery for three twenty-six pounders to the riglit of the Mo- 
zelle, at about the distance of 300 yards ; the Seamen 
were ordered to carry forward the guns and mount them, 
and also one thirteen-inch mortar. *Sixty .seamen, iimlir 
Lieutenants Edmonds and Harrison, ^ were to carry forward 
the field-pieces. The disposition of the Troops was as follows: 
Colonel Wernyss,^ with the 18th Regiment, was to proceed by 
the left of our six-gun battery, with two field"})icces drawn by 
Seamen, and with fixed bayonets, was to take posst'ssion ot 
the Fountain battery, wliich liaving carried, the Crlonel was 
to direct his force against San Francesco, if it fired ; when the 

*' Of tlio Navy ; nothin" has bcGii found of their futuro career. 

* Lieutenant-Colonel David Douglas Wemyss of the DUh, or Iloval Irish 
Kegiment. In 1795 he w’as mode Governor of Calvi ; he hecauio a 
General in April 1802 ; Lieutenant-Cieneral in April 1808 j and was siil)Ke(ia' n ly 
( 'overnor of lyrirnouth Castle. — lioual Military Culendur, vol. i. ]>. 1>(). 
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troops under Colonel Moore, with two field -pieces drawn by 
Seamen, were to move forward, under cover of the three-^un 
battery, and carpenters under Lieutenant St. George," were to 
go before to cut down the palisadoes. A party under Major 
Brereton^ were to advance by the right of the INIozelle, and cut 
ofi* the Enemy’s retreat from the Town. Colonel Moore’s 
party were to be supported by the 51st Regiment, the SOtli 
Regiment, having finished their work at the battery, was to 
remain under arms; and the troops were to move forward 
lying on their arms. We continued all night hard at work, 
and landed one hundred and twelve Seamen from the Aga- 
memnon, under Lieutenant Suckling. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogmpb, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July IBlb, ITOL 

My dear Lord, 

The General wishes that the battery of eigliteen-poundcrs 
on the Point may be able to open a fire to-morrow morning 
at daylight. Moutray tells me he has only twenty cartridges of 
powder and shot. It is necessary there should at least be one 
hundred ; therefore I shall be glad if your Lordshi]) will order 
a hundred shot and cartridges and some IVIateh to be landed 
in tile night from L’lmjicrieuse, for these guns. I take for 
granted we arc to be active to-night. 

I liave received your Lordship's letter,* and shall take care, 
if possible, to give no offence whatever. 

Your most faithful, 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

’ Afterwards Major General Sir Thomas Bligh St. George, C. B., K. C. H, 
lie died in November, lUod. 

^ M'.ijor Robert Brereton. In 1703, he served in Lord Hood’s Tlcet, as 
Paptain of JMarines ; and in October of that year was appointed Major ot tlie 
bwtli loot. He became, after much active service, a Lieutonaut-Cieiieral in Juno 
lioi/al Military Calendar, vol. i. p. 

* The following is the Letter alluded to: — 

‘ TO CAI TAIN NKLSON. 

^ Victory, I8tb July 

dear Nelson,- — 1 thank you for your Letter, and desire to have a daily 
Recount how things go on. I would not h\ any means have you come on hoard ; 
do most earnestly entreat you will give no opinion, unless asked, wJiat is 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph.in the Hood Papors.] 

Camp, July 18 lh, 

My dear Lord, 

When I wrote your Lordship last I had no idea I could have 
wrote again until the Mozelle was carried, hut such thiufjs 
are, I hope to God the General, who seems a good OlHcer 
and an amiable man, is not led away; but Colonel Moore is 
his great friend. 

Yesterday, at noon, I found all was given up as last night, 
that things might begot forward for the grand battery against 
the Town. In the evening the General took me aside to say 
I had got him nearly into a scrape, for tliat I had wrote your 
Lordship that tlic Mozelle was to be stormed as this night, 
for that a Corsican Colonel (I think) had landed fVoni 
the Victory, and been to him to offer his services, and 
that he was told on board the Victory what was to Imp- 
pen. I told the General that I certainly had wrote so to 
you, but I was sure it went no furtlier; and that as to the 
Storming, every body these three days past had fixed each 
night for the Storm. There seems a little jealousy of niy 
communicating with you daily ,* and I rather think the (pies- 
tion to me last evening was to know if I told you anything. 
We must go on, let Aloore say what he pleases. We have 
lost several days already, and what was as extraordinary, last, 
night not an article was carried forward : therefore we arc in 

right or not right to he done ; but whatever that may 1)0, keep it to yourself, ami 
be totally silent to every one, except in forwarding all proposed o[)eratioits. IlavL' 
no jealousies, T beg of you, and avoid giving any most carefully. I iiave not soom 
a Corsican Otiiccr to have any conversjition with respecting Calvi. Coluniia was 
here three days ago with some gentlemen and ladies, from Agiola, and this morn- 
ing Tarliirelli came on hoard, just to make his how, and was not with nio live 
minutes, and I sai<l not a word to either about the J^iege, and I do entreat you 
will not suggest tlio Ica.st liint to any person whatever (ibout the Summons to tlic 
Ciarrison. The utmost caution is necessary in you to he silent : siiy' so to ilallo- 
well, or you will both get into a ditKculty. You must, I am .sure, see the forco 
of what I Stay, us you cannot he insensible, from what you have said, that tliere is 
some of Saint Fioren/o leaven existing. A \vord to the wise is sullicicnt. Lver 
faithfully yours, ‘ 

M’. S.- If you do not bring yourself into a scrape by tulkitfg^ you may dei'eml 
upon it I sJiall not do it, as I shall know nothing to the General of what y<)ii lunc 
ever written to me; but beware of the Colmel you mention. I ean heiie'^J 
nothing dishonourable of Duncan : the situation in which he is ]>laeed innhea 
tHence highly prudent.*’ — From a Copy, cert i lied by Nelson, in the Hood rai»’>'’> 
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the same state to-night. I was in the battery till one 
o’clock. T should like to come off’, if nothing was going 
forward ; hut I am sure it would be a conversation that I 
went to tell all I knew, which is very little indeed. How« 
ever, I can always say what has happened. 

Your Lordship will have an application for 600 barrels of 
powder, and for 18-pounder shot, English. I have landed 
500 since your letter, and have now about 500 18-pounder, 
and 500 24-poundcr shot in my Ship, and 300 barrels of 
powder. 

Your Lordship will be so good as not to notice any part 
of this letter to the General; for you must feel that a more 
free communication has not been kept up by the General; but 
infleed I don’t yet say he is to blame. I wish Moore was 
100 leagues off: he will injure him with the Army I see 
clearly. Captain Duncan is an Aide-de-Camp ; therefore 
says nothing. After Mozclle is taken, why might not the 
Town then be summoned ? at that time it might be proper, 
although not in the first instance. 1 beg your Lordship to 
burn this letter. 

Believe me, with the highest respect, 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Duncan is, I think, a little altered ; there is nothing like 
kicking down the ladder a man rises by. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the IJood Papers.] 

Camp, July DJth, 17‘’4. 

My dear I.ord, 

1 wrote you a scrap of ])aj)er this morning from the Mo- 
zelle, knowing how very anximis you must be to hear of our 
situation. Every thing, I take for granted, answered the Ge- 
ncrafs wish. The battery of San Francesco, I take for 
granted, was abandoned soon after daylight. The Enemy 
have fired smart since daylight, and several of the Iloyal 
Ids]) have been killed anti wounded hv sliells from the Town, 
before they could get themselves under ctiver by an cntrench- 
hient. The Seamen were only sent with ftnir field-pieces, anti 

'OL. I. * o (; 
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the rest of us making the battery and getting ihe guns 
mounted, which was done by two o’clock. The Royal Irish 
were to attack the Fountain battery and Tower, and then to 
fire their two field-pieces at San Francesco. Colonel Wemyss 
certainly performed his part in an Officer-like manner : then 
the two field-pieces, with the Grenadiers under Colonel 
Moore, bcijan to fire into the breach of the Mozelle, and the 
new battery opened at the same time. Carpenters went for- 
ward and cut down the pallisadoes, the Light Infantry went 
to the right of the Mozelle to cut off the retreat of the 
Enemy, but before our troops could get to the bottom of the 
breach all fled, except half a dozen, who threw over two thir- 
teen inch shells. The Grenadiers only found two men in the 
place, who were killed ; and the Light Infantry got a few 
shots at the fugitives, and took two prisoners, who say they 
are told succours will certainly soon be sent them. Colonel 
Moore was hurt by stone tumbled from the wall. He is 
come to Camp, but I have sent to the Surgeons, and they say 
he is not dangerously wounded. Captain IVrDonald » is not 
much hurt. The Mozelle is absolutely a heap of ruins, and 
the breach easy of ascent. Vou may rest assured that no 
cause for jealousies shall arise from me, but I can’t holp 
thinking we arc sometimes too active. I think General Stuart 
must be pleased with our services. I could have wished to 
have had a little part in the Storm, if it was only to have 
placed the ladders and pulled away the pallisadoes. How- 
ever, we did the pstrt allotted for us. Duncan, I dare say, 
will not act a dishonourable part; but he has certainly grown 
a much greater man to me than he was formerly. His activity 
and bravery will I am sure remain with him, and I hope his 
gratitude. 

Relieve me truly, 

Your Lordshij/s most faithful, 

Horatio Nrlsov. 

Killed at Mozelle 4, 7 wounded. 

Since 5, 7 or 8 wounded. 

Capt. McDonald at Mozelle. 1 , 

Capt. M‘Kenzie,5 since. J 

Captain Colin Macdonald, of the Royals. 

® Captain Patrick Mackenzie. 
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Duncan told mo this morning, that he was sure wc had not 
shot enough to brcacli the bastions, and that he supposed a 
mine would be run under one of them, that in the outer 
Town. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

LAutograplj, iu the Hood Pape-rs.] 

Camp, July 20tlj, 17^1, 

My dear I.ord, 

When the Victory’s were first landed our numbers vic- 
tualled were 341, Captain and every body included : now 
from various causes, for which I can readily account, our 
numbers are only 2*23 working-men, as b}^ the inclosed 
list. I will land all I can from Agamemnon. They shall, if 
possible, be here to-night. All our boats and the Transports 
have liitherto been employed every night it has been ])Ossiblc 
in carrying shot and shells and stores. 1 will take Moutray’s 
men, as 1 tliink tlie General cannot now want the battery. 
I have no doubt but Calvi will be ours in spite of all 
endeavours to ]x)ison the mind of a good man. This ap- 
plication I thought was coming, but 1 do not see there can 
he any occasion for it ; but our exertions must not slacken. 
iVbnitray some days ago said to Colonel Moore something 
that led Moore to say, ‘ AVliy don’t Lord Hood land 500 
‘men to work? our Soldiers are tired.* Here the riddle is 
fully explained. 

1 never write or open my mouth to any one but your 
Lordship. The permanent party for work is every person 
wanted j wc don’t ])ortion our work : for instance, this morn- 
ing we could have done much work, rested the afternoon, 
and work at night. Now, rumour says, for the General is 
asleep, that all is to go forward this night, which if we had 
!,000 seamen is im[)ossible ; but no exertion of mine or Ilal- 
lowcll’s is wanting. We are not firing: the Enemy are lining 
their merlons with sandbags, &c. The Dolphin’s people 1 
will send for, and an Ofiiccr. I shall see the General in 
the evening. Believe me. 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 
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Seamen, exclusive of Officers, Servants, Cooks, attendant 
the Provisions and Sick : — 

No. 

Agamemnon 

• 

77 

Victory 

. 

39 

Inflexible 

. 

27 

L’Eclair 

, 

5 

Transports 

• 

75 

Fit for duty 

• 

223 

On the Batteries 


120 

Remain 

. 

103 


Moutray — 22 men for work. 

II. N. 

July ‘20th, 1794. 


TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 

[From a Copy, in tlio Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, July ‘2(nh, l/Oj., 

IVIy dear Lord, 

Last evening I went to the General’s as usual, and had not 
remained long before Sir James Esrkine arrived witli two 
letters from Calvi, where it would appear ho had been sent 
with a Flag of Truce. The General took me out to say that 
as he tliought the taking the IMozelle was a proper mo- 
ment to know the sentiments of the Garrison, he had sent 
in a letter just to ask if they had any terms to ]nopose, 
and that the answer he had received was, that they were de- 
termined to hold out to the last extremity: therefore lie 
wished me to write your Lordship and say what ])rol)al)ly 
he has wrote. I could not help saying tliat in a ousinctis 
of such great moment, it would be improper in me to 
convey his sentiments, and submitted whether it would not 
be best for himself to write your Lordship. Wliat seems 
wanting is more Seamen, a number sufficient to make the 
battery, and to drag the guns without any help, witli all the 
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supplies for those guns. The Army are harassed to death 
and the Enemy have, it seems, 2,000 men in arms at Calvi, 
therefore the General wants from your Lordship to make 
our number 500 working men. From various causes we are 
not more than 220 working men, and after 120 men are de- 
ducted for the present battery, we have not more than 100 
working men. 

The General is going to send to Bastia for 300 
Troops to assist the Army in the land duty which they 
now have. Gunpowder is wanted, as also shot in such 
quantities as I fear it is out of your Lordship’s power to 
supply, for we have no chance of success but by battering a 
breach, whicli without more ammunition could not be done ; 
and it was come to the point either to go on or to give it up. 
I told the General that 1 was sure that if you had the means of 
supplying his wants I was certain he would have them ; 
but 1 believed neither shot nor powder was to be got 
from the Ships. The General then said, as San Francesco 
was destroyed, why could not Ships be laid against the walls ? 
I took the liberty of observing that the business of laying 
wood before walls was much altered of late ; and that even 
if they had no hot shot, which 1 believe they had, that the 
(juantity of powder and shot which would be fired away on 
such an Attack could be much better directed from a battery 
on shore. All our conversation was vvith the greatest ])o- 
liteness, and he thanked me for my assistance ; but it was 
necessary to come to the point whether the Siege should be 
persevered in or given up. If the former, he must be sup- 
plied with the means, wdiich were more troops, more seamen 
to work, and more ammunition. I observed that [even] if 
[neither] men nor ammunition could be supplied from the 
Fleet, or without sending to Gibraltar, [yet] that our present 
position might possibly be held. 

I had wrote so far, when Sir James arrived to say he was 
going oft‘ to your Lordship. He, of course, is authorized 
to say everything. 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO LIEUT. RICHARD SAINTIULL, 

AciiA'T FOR TiiANsronrs. 

[From Memoirs of Captain Richard Saintliill.”] 

Voii are hereby required and directed to land out of the 
Transports under your direction all the empty Wine-pipes 
they have on board, for erecting batteries, for which this sliall 
be your order. 

Given under niy Iiandjat the Camp before Calvi, this 2()th 
tfuly 1794. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD, 
j Autograph, in i}»o Hood Papers,] 

Camp, July22nil, 17.'iL 

i\ly dear Lord, 

I am just come from the General, who intends getting 
things forward for tliis night, and to-morrow niglit ])ur])oses 
making a great effort to mount the seven heavy guns in their 
battery, and wishes to have near five hundred Seamen. We 
employ every man at the Iowtt batteries all niglit, but tlu re 
are eighteen at the upper battery which the General wishes to 
remain, in case of the Enemy opening a fire. If Fennel is 
here, he says he has thirty men, probably twenty-five cffec- 
tive. Ihxcept the Agamemnon’s boats* citwvs and the Mal- 
tese, every man is landed from her. I should think I may 
take twenty-five of tlie boats’ crews: the l/Aimable wull ])r<)- 
liably, if 3^011 please, furnish the rc.st ; and as it will take 
immediately sixty men in the batteries wlio must be relieved 
the next evening, w^e shall, I dare say, want more for the 
night after, and our having worked for four nights together, 
eannot have much strength remaining, 

Tlie six-gun battery is to be removed forward, and 
mounted, I hope. We alter our plans so often that it dis- 
tresses us. We have been part of two nights carrying the 
large mortals and beds to the right, through very had 
ground: it is now^ talked of, and I fear will be ordered to 
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carry them all to the left. The ground is so bad, if we 
move them, that one night of every seaman fresh I don’t 
think will more than effect it. However, I say no- 
thing. The General asked me when I thought the powder 
and shot would be landed? I told him that I was sure your 
Lordship had sent for it, and I had no doubt it would soon 
arrive. I delivered Captain Knight’s^’ message, as I understood 
it — that the General might depend upon every assistance in 
your Lordship’s power to give him, and that I had directions 
for to furnish every wish of the General’s as far as I had the 
power, and when I had it not, to acquaint your Lordsliip. He 
said he was sure of every assistance — that he never doubted. 
There is certainly no Treaty going forward. TIic General 
told me they thought they were gaining a great point by making 
more works, but it was useless for them — they only laid 
themselves more open to be knocked to pieces, if more men 
arc wanted for the second battery to be erected, I will acquaint 
your Lordship as soon as possible. Believe me with truest 
esteem, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOIL 
I From Clarke and M'Artiiur, vol. i. p. 185.J 

22nd July 1794.. 

We will fag ourselves to deatli, before any blame shall 
lie at our doors; and I trust, my dear Lord, it will not be 
forgotten, that twenty-five pieces of heavy ordnance have been 
dragged to the different batteries and mounted, and all, but 
three at the Uoyal Louis battery, have been fought by 
Seamen, except one Artillery-man to point the guns, and, 
at first, an additional Gunner to stop the rest but, as I 
did not choose to trust a Seaman’s arms to any but Sea- 
men, he was withdrawn : all the mortars have also been 
worked by Seamen : every man landed is actually half bai’e- 
footed. I am far from well ; but not so ill as to be confined. 
My eye is troublesome, and I don't think I shall ever have 

' Sic. (]ucry, vent. 


^ Vide p, .'i07. ante. 
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the perfect sight of it again. In one week at farthest 
after our batteries are open, I think Calvi will be ours. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO LIEUTENANT SAINTHILL. 


[From^^‘ Memoirs of Captain Richard Sainthill,”] 


Camp, July 22nd, 179 1. 

Sir, 

As many of the largest and best empty casks as possible 
must be landed this evening. 1 think you have seventy on 
board the Ship which took them on board at Bastia ; if not, 
apply to Captain May, wlio sent me word he had Wine- 
pipes. Less are useless. 

Yours, 


Horatio Nelson. 


TO admiral lord mood. 


[Autograph, in the Hood Papprs.] 


Camp, July 2Jrd, 1794. 


jMy dear Lord, 

We got four guns and a howitzer from the right of the 
Mozelle, where we had carried them two nights ago, to the 
left by the Tower, where a battery is making for seven 
26 pounders ; the two 36 pounders, and one 24, are to be to 
the right of the Mozelle. To-night we arc to remove all 
mortars from the right to the left.‘^ We shall want, if ]jos- 
sible, fifty men from some Ship to-morrow night. 

Yours most faithfully 

Horatio Nelson. 


® On tills day, e.’rd 4 , f July, General Stuart wrote to Captain Nelson ? 

‘‘ My dear Sir, — As it will trouble yourself, and give labour to yonr men, to 
remove the mortars, ^cc., from the situation where you have hud the goodness 
to curry them, to the place where I judge it pro]>er that they should remain, I 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 


[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 24th, 1794. 4 a , m. 

My dear Lord, 

TIjc General wishes for all the Wine-pipes which can be 
got to be landed directly at the place near the six-gun bat- 
tery. We are just returned from work. The mortars car- 
ried into their batteries and the 18-pounders been taken 
from their six-gun battery to the three-gun battery, there 
mounted, and the 26 pounders carried into the Grand 
battery. Believe me, your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


I have sent to Dolphin and Agamemnon. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 25th, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

I should not have troubled your Lordship for empty casks 
had any been within my reach, but the 400 brought round 
in the Transport from Bastia are all gone — where I cannot 
say, but such waste of cvcrytliing I never was before witness 
to. I endeavour to keep pace with their wants but it is 
not always I am able to do it. Since our six-gun battery lias 
been made, every Transport’s boat, and IVlen -of- War’s boat 
have been employed in bringing stores from the Ships and the 
otlier Cove ; but if they come one trip from the Ships, then 
what they ought to have brought was things from the shore, 
and vice versa. The Agents liavc written desires from me to 
land everything as fast as possible. We ought to have 700, 
at least, barrels of powder. — I think 900 besides the 400 
now landed. 1 have not yet landed the 200 which I told 
your Lordship I had on board Agamemnon, when 100 would 

sliall contrive for the soldiers to eflfect it. to-morrow evening. Your very faithful 
Ciuni.Ks Stuart.' 

Added in Nelsons writing; — ** Removed before this letter [was] delivered. * 
— Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. 
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remain on board- I hope it will not be wanted. The 
General I am just going to, and will communicate his 
wishes about the powder so soon as I know them. 

1 am just come from the General, to whom I showed your 
letter of yesterday. He wishes for more powder, as he cannot 
tell how soon the Ships may be separated from him. I have at 
different times taken upon me to assure General Stuart of 
your inclination to forward his wishes in every respect. 
What is the matter I cannot tell, but he does not seem 
satisfied. All our spars, and those sent me, are in Tents, with 
every sail : therefore I have to request that with the powder 
may be landed a large sail to keep out rain, and proper 
spars to erect a Tent to hold it. He asked me if you were 
going to strip the Transports of the men, and supposed 
when the place fell, all the Transports would be taken from 
him. The General may have his causes to be displeased, 
but I am confident they cannot be caused by any part of the 
Naval Department. Our Seamen from noon yesterday till 
nine o’clock were employed carrying shot from tlie beach to 
the battery, mounting the guns on tlic seven-gun battery 
and mortars on tlicirs. This morning have been making 
a road to remove the Royal liouis battery, which is to he 
done with a party of seamen to-night. The others are now at 
work carrying shot. Be so good as to say the day my 
Journal ends, and I will send the remainder; but I did not 
mark it when it was sent, but think the l6th. 

Believe me, with truest esteem, 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Pray what shot has L’lmpericusc landed, or some Slnj) ? 
32-pounders arc landed, they tell me. 

I don’t think our batteries will open these two days. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, July 26th, 1794, 

My dear Lord, 

1 am just honoured with your letter by Gibson, and do 
not conceive there can be a necessity for more powder : 900 
on shore, 200 in Transports, and if distressed 200 in Aga- 
memnon. I am glad the Brig is taken ; the other is ready 
for sea. Some great men of the llevolution may be on 
board her : might not some person from Calvi point them 
out? There is a Sergeant deserter on board the Mather 
Transport. 

It is morally impossible the General can be out of hu- 
mour with your Lordship, or with any of us. He has 
never expressed a wish that has not instantly been complied 
with, in its fullest extent. I trust he will not forget our 
services ; and when I recollect the morning of the six-gun 
battery, hov/ he expressed his thanks for our Seamen drag- 
ging and mounting the guns under a heavy fire of grape- 
shot, I think he cannot. Sixty Seamen were with the 
field-pieces, and as exposed as any of the Troops the morning 
of the Storm, but no notice has been taken of them : but I 
shall not forget tins fact, that every gun is dragged and 
fought by Seamen, 

Believe me your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Transports have not one empty cask : if tlie Victory 
has any wc shall be glad of them. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, July 26tb, 1791. 

My dear Lord, 

Except carrying shot, we had not last night much to do 
for the Victory's landed. In removing tlie Royal Louis bat- 
lory, tlic roads being so very bad, we were not able to get 
one gun to tbc balterv, therefore 1 am necessitated to keep 
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the Victory’s to assist us this night. I asked the General ahout 
the forty Royal Louis, in the Terrible. He docs not want 
them, and if of no use on board, thinks they had better be 
landed at Fiorenzo with their Regiment. The General also 
requested me to say that the Cannoniers landed here be- 
longed to the Commerce dc Marseilles, that their wives and 
families and things were on board her, and that they were 
much distressed to know what was to become of them, — 
whether they were to join their Ship, or to have their families 
&c., landed ? I am sorry to put all these questions, but the 
General asks me, therefore I am obliged to trouble you. 

Our thirty -six-pounders are not to be mounted to-night. To- 
morrow night, the General says he hopes to be ready for 
them, but each day brings a further delay. The eighteen- 
pounders found in the Fountain battery, arc to be turned 
against the Enemy, and one eighteen-pounder in the Mozelle. 
When all our batteries are completed, wc shall have thirty- 
five pieces of ordnance playing on the Town, and I think a 
very few hours must bring them to terms. There arc now on 
shore nine hundred barrels of powder, but from what I wrote 
yesterday they think they never can have enough of anything. 
To see the piles of shot at tlie back of the Mozelle, as I tell 
them, looks like Woolwich Warren. We must, thank God, be 
fast drawing to a close; it cannot be procrastinated many 
days longer. 

Believe me, your Lordship’s most faithful 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

Captain Hallowell who is as active and good as ever, de- 
sires his best respects. 


Stores expended. 
Powder, barrels 

. 1,090. 

Shot, 26-prs. .... 

. 0,17.5. 

Do., 18 do .... 

. 3,5.50. 

Shells, 12 inch .... 

. 1,150. 

Ditto, 10 ditto .... 

401. 

Do., 8 do. 

. 250. 

To July 25th, 1794 « 



* Tlio proceedings on the 27th and 28lh July arc shown by the following Nol® 
from General Stuart to Captain Melsou, dated Sunday, July 27th : 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July 29th, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

Since tlic Agamemnon has been here, two seamen, good men, 
have entered from the Changeable Transport into the Aga- 
memnon. The Master came to me, and hoped I would give 
him two men in lieu. One, his Carpenter, was mutinous; 
and the other, his Second Mate; that he would be satisfied 
with an indifferent Carpenter, but he could not with pro- 
priety go to sea without one : that he would not ask for any 
one in lieu of the other, but he was very short-handed. I 
told him that if your Lordship had no objection I would 
discharge two men in lieu, but without that I did not feel 
justified, and desired him to take an opportunity of going 
on board, and asking Captain Ingleficld^^ for an order. 

Lieutenant H this morning came to me in a very un- 

civil w'ay, that the Master of the Changeable had complained 
to him that [he] could not go to sea for want of two men in 
lieu ; that if 1 would not give men in lieu to send them back, 

“Dear Sir, — Wbat I require from your people to-niglit, for the good of the 
Public service, in which I am sure of your kind assistance, is nearly as follows, — 
To place three ciglitecn-jioumlers upon t’.'oir carriages, and in the batteries; to 
carry down, and jdaco upon their respective platforms, two thirty-six-pounders 
and one twenty-six. Captain Stephens informs me that he has settled with re- 
spect to tho number of Seamen we require on tlje batteries to-rnorrow, a little be- 
fore day-break, — a number similar to that I had the honour of showing you somo 
days ago, and which then apj)eared to me inferior to the service, but which upon 
a further explanation, 1 Ihid to be sutticient from the number of additional guns 
added to them. May I entreat, for the safety of the wdiole, that no tobacco may 
bo smoked by the sailers when upon this duty. 1 have the honour to be, your 
obedient servant, Cijas. Si uart.'* Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. 

^ Captain John Nicholson Inglefiold. Captain Sir Hyde Parker, First Captain to 
Lord Hood, having been promoted to Roar-Admirul, and wishing to hoist his Flag, 
(to which his Lordship consented,) Lord Hood issued an order dated “ Victory, 
Hieres Ray, 19th Juno 1794,” which, after stating those hicts, and that from not 
liaviugtwonty Sail of the Line under his command, he did not feel himself entitled 
to appoint a First Captain in Sir Hyde Parker’s room, “yet having a very urgent 
“ and pressing occasion for assistance,” ho had “ thought fit to authorize Captain 
“ Inglefield to repair on board the Victory, and take upon him the duties of First 
“ Captain, under the character of Adjulant-Cencralof the Fleet,” Captain Ingle- 
held was afterwards a Commissioner of tho Nuvy ; and was placed on the Koiired 
list of Post-Captains in February 1799. 
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and some other Man-of-War would. I told him, as I did the 
Master, that as you was here, I should not do it without your 
order. He said he had told the Master not to pay them their 
wages, and that he would justify him by his instructions; in 
short, he was very uncivil, but these Agents forget themselves 
very much ; and I have had more trouble with this Officer 
about the Transports’ people than a little. He is never satis- 
lied : I only wish I had rejected his services ; with the men I 

should have had but little trouble. Cooke told me H ^’s 

character before he landed ; but I thought the service would 
have been forwarded by landing him, and I believe he took 
more pains to get men from Iiisown Division. If your Lord- 
ship pleases, 1 will discharge or lend two men in lieu. 

Believe me, your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


I send off my Journal to last night. 


CONTINUATION OF CAPTAIN NELSON'S JOURNAL. 


[From a Copy, in tlic Admiralty.] 

29th July. — The Truce still continues : at 10 o’clock Gene- 
ral Stuart went on board the Victory. At night four small 
Vessels got into Calvi,aiul the Garrison gave three cheers. 

30th. — At noon an Officer went into town with a Flag of 
Truce. At half-past one he returned. Got everything ready 
to recommence hostilities. At half-past five began firing. 
The Garrison fired one general round, when they nearly all 
left their guns, only now and then stealing a gun at us. By 
dusk, three or four of their guns were totally disabled. 
During the night the Enemy only fired three or four guns : 
we fired a gun every three minutes. 

Lieutenant Byron, of the 18th Regiment, and Ensign 
Boggis, 51st Regiment, killed. 

Lieutenant Livingstone, 30th Regiment, woundqd; one 
Seaman of the Agamemnon wounded. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORDJIOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Camp, July SOth, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

The General has desired me to send the Boreas Hospital 
Ship to Bastia, with sick soldiers ; as I cannot do it, your 
Lordship being ]irescnt, I have, trusting it will meet with 
your approbation, ordered the Boreas to anchor ofT Be- 
vellata, and the sick to be embarked in the sandy Bay below 
our Camp ready to receive your Lordship's directions. At 
one o’clock this morning, I am sorry to say, the Enemy re- 
ceived some supplies. One whole Galley, two Half Galleys, 
as reported to me. They gave three cheers on the vessels’ 
arrival. 

I had established a signal with L’ Amiable, a Dutch 
Jack inverted, when I wanted a boat. If the Ships near 
know the signal for a boat I can get one instantly, whenever 
I may want to send to your Lordship. The Corsican who 
brought the letter from Sir Gilbert Elliot yesterday after- 
noon, is waiting to know if any answer is to be sent. 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO admiral lord hood. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Camp, July 30th, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

Many thanks for your letter. Every letter of yours which 
can require the least secrecy, I assure you is held sacred by 
me. The Enemy getting in tlicsc supplies, /o7fr Vessels^ cer- 
tainly will alter the face of the negotiation. Indeed, my Lord, 
1 am sure that we have much more to fear from the climate 
than the Enemy. I own 1 sliould not have consented to have 
given them one day’s Truce. I wish our batteries were open ; 
I think two days will sicken them. In our present state we 
cannot part with a man. 200 are on the batteries each day, 
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thirty-three sick, and witli Officers and servants 460. The 
Agamemnon cannot get under weigh : she has only her boats* 
crews and Maltese, besides idlers. The Seamen are very 
healthy in comparison with the Army, who in a week will be 
half sick. I attribute our healthiness to our hard work, 
and quantity of wine allowed. 

Believe me your most faithful 

IloRATio Nelson. 

I have sent 10 sick men on board Agamemnon this 
morning. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ET.LIOT, BART. 

[Autograph, in tho Minto Papers.] 

Camp, July .SOth, 1791. 

My dear Sir, 

You will probably have heard that Flags of Truce have 
been passing between us and the Garrison. What tlie basis 
is 1 am not exactly in a situation to be made acquainted with ; 
but if 1 am not mistaken, it is for a suspension of hostilities for a 
certain time, when, if no succours arrived, then to enter into 
a Capitulation. If this is the case, it is all over, for last night 
four Vessels arrived with supplies, and the Garrison gave 
three cheers. Indeed, my dear Sir, we have much more to 
dread from the climate than from the fire of the Enemy ; I 
would not give them one liour*s Truce, Tlicy know their Cli- 
mate, that it is an Enemy we can never conquer; for if the 
Siege is prolonged one week more, half this Army will be 
sick. Lord Hood is not well, or the General. 

Believe me. 

Your most faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 
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JOURNAL. 

[From a Copy, in the Admiralty.] 

3 1st July. — Our fire kept up very brisk during the whole 
day, the Enemy only firing from one gun on their left, and 
four or five howitzer shells. By sunset nearly all the Enemy's 
guns seemed disabled, and a great deal of the parapet wall 
boat down. The houses in the Citadel very much damaged, 
and on fire in three places, but the houses being all arched 
will not allow the fire to spread. At four o’clock a Flag of 
Truce came out to say two men had been killed in the Hos- 
pital, by a shot from our battery. At five the fire re-com- 
menced. Mr. Bankes, Midshipman of the Victory, killed. 
One additional Gunner killed. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Jiatter}^ July 31st, 1 794. 

IVfy dear Lord, 

I own I rejoiced when our fire o])ened against the Enemy, 
being tlioroughly convinced, all we have to guard against 
is unnecessary delay : the climate is the only Enemy we have 
to fear ; that we can never conquer. Tlie garrison knew it, 
and wished to make use of their knowledge. Our fire has 
had all the effect which coidd be hoped for. Except one 
general discharge, and a gun now and then still at us, we have 
bad no opposition. Every creature (very few excepted) of 
the Troops are in the lower Town, which we are to respect, 
it being full of black Flags.' Far be it from me to cast 
a reflection on the General’s liumanity ; I admire it, but 
there are times, and I think the present is one, when it 
would be more charitable to our Troops to make the Enemy 
suffer more, than for our brave fellows to die every hour, four 
or five of a day. Why might not the General send notice, that 
they must remove from the lower Town all their sick to the 
upper Town, for that it might be a necessary measure to destroy 

J Indicating the hospitals. 
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it ? In that case, they would be so crowded, the casements 
being filled with sick, that a few hours must make them sub- 
mit to any terms. We cannot fire at the small craft which 
lay under the walls, for the lower Town, and these Vessels 
I dare say are filled with people or Troops. 

The General is very unwell, not able to remain here last 
night; I have not heard of him this morning. This is my 
ague day, but I hope this active scene will keep ofi' the fit. 
It has shook me a good deal ; but I have been used to them, 
and don''t mind them much. Lieutenant Byron,^ heir to the 
title of Lord Byron, with an Ensign of the 5 1st, were killed 
yesterday afternoon, and one Officer wounded. I hope our 
Naples friend, Pierson,® will get a Commission : he is a very 
good young man. The Dolphin’s men are on board ; and 
both her and the Agamemnon I ordered to be ready to weigh 
against they should receive your Lordship’s directions. Hallo- 
well is very well, and joins in best respects with your most 
faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


One Seaman slightly wounded. 


JOURNAL. 

[From a Copy, in the Admiralty.] 

1st August. — Our fire kept up till eleven o’clock, when the 
Enemy hung out a Flag of Truce, and sent out a letter, 
requesting a suspension of Hostilities. Several Flags passed 
between this and the evening. Truce continued all night. 
2nd, Truce still continues. During the day® many letters 


* Lieutenant William Byron, of tlje Royal Irish Regiment, only son of the 
Honourable William Byron, (who died in 1776,) son of William 5th Lord Byron, 
was on his decease, heir apparent of his grandfather to the Peerage. The other 
Officer who fell was Ensign Boggis. 

* He is frequently mentioned in subsequent letters. 

On this day. General Stuart wrote to Nelson, 

** August 2nd, 1794. — Dear Sir, 1 am happy to inform you that we may venture 
to»night to have only one half of the men on the batteries, but I earnestly intreat 
that no Officer or Sailor goes beyond the line of the batteries. Sir James St. 
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passed between the General and the Garrison. Sent in a 
bullock for the sick in the Hospitals. In the evening the 
Corsicans were ordered from their posts to the right and left, 
and sent to the hills, and the picquets reduced one half. An 
Officer went from the General to Lord Hood. Truce all 
night. A boat or two attempted to get out, but failed. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 


Camp, August 2nd, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

I am just come from the General : asking him if he had 
any letter or message to send to your Lordship, as I was 
going to send the Cutter, his answer was, nothing. I there- 
fore conclude you know of this Truce, and how it will end : 
probably till the time you granted them for receiving suc- 
cours; if so, five days are elapsed. The Officers who came 
out were very inquisitive about the terms which were granted 
Bastia — whether they were not allowed to carry their Arms 
to the water-side. If there is no chance of firing, the keep- 
ing our seamen on the Batteries in the heat of tlie day is 
cruel. Sixteen fell ill yesterday, absolutely from the heat. I 
hope the Cutter has brought good news. Believe me your 
most faithful. 


Horatio Nelson. 


The General is quite recovered. 

I would not wish anything to be said to the General about 
our seamen. Hallowell and myself are always on the batte- 
ries with them, and our Jacks don’t mind it. 

Clair having a letter of importance to carry to tbe Victory, I request that he may 
Iiave immediately a good conveyance. Yours very faithfully, Charles Stuart." 
Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. 


1! H 2 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol. i. p, 186.] 

4th August, 1794. 

Except a very slight scratch towards my right eye, I have 
received no hurt whatever : so you see I am not the worse for 
Campaigning ; but I cannot say I have any wish to go on 
with it. This day I have been four months landed, except 
a few days when we were after the French Fleet, and I 
feel almost qualified to pass my examination as a besieging 
General. 

Yours, &c., 

Hoiiatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE Sill GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autograph, in the Minto Papers.] 

Camp, August 4tb, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

The Victory, Britannia, and Agamemnon, are all gone 
from hence by the violence of the gale, which still continues. 
Since my last letter the Enemy getting four Vessels in, the 
truce was at an end. It suited their convenience. After 
thirty-six hours open batteries, another truce commenced, 
which has now lasted from August 1st, eleven o’clock fore- 
noon, I suppose on the same ground as the other, that if no 
succours arrived by a specified time, then the place to be 
surrendered. I dare say the General and Lord Hood have 
good reasons for their conduct, nor do 1 mean in the smallest 
degree to arraign them ; but I hope twenty-five years in the 
service will plead my excuse for giving an opinion, even to 
you, Sir, who will not let it go further. 

What are the Enemy s’ inducements to get this kind of truce 
— their works are not going to ruin, you are getting, they know, 
every day more and more less able to act against them, and 
if the Convention can or mean to send them succours, it af- 
fords time for it ; for if this lasts much longer, and a few Boats 
get in, you will not be in a condition to remain on this 
ground. I have no doubt but we could, after having ruined 
the defences of this place, have made a breach in the Bas- 
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tion,— at all events have run a mine under it, and blown it 
into the air in less time than this Truce has lasted ; and I own 
I had rather take a place by our own fire and efforts, than by 
the Enemy being starved and sickly. ]fut 1 believe it is all 
over. The General sends them every day a bullock for their 
sick. This place taken, it will set Lord Hood at liberty to 
look at the French Fleet.® Reports say they are too securely 
moored to be got at in any way ; but if they can, I am sure 
his Lordship will attempt something, in which I am sure he 
will have the support of every Officer in his Fleet. Laurels 
grow in the Bay of Biscay,* — I hope a bed of them may be 
found in the Mediterranean. The General, who is a worthy 
good man, and excellent Officer, has not been well, but he is 
better. I hope Lady Elliot® and your family will arrive in 
perfect health ; for I assure you, Sir, that whatever will give 
you satisfaction, must always be pleasing to 

Your most obliged, humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Perhaps my pen has been too free. Be so good as to burn 
my letter when read. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Copy in tlie Admiralty, transmitted by Lord Hood.] 

Camp, August 5tb, IT 94. 

My Lord, 

As the Officer of the Cutter has informed me he thinks it 
right to endeavour to find your Lordship, I take the oppor- 
tunity of sending you a letter from Sir Gilbert Elliot, and to 
say we are in the same state you Idt us on the 3rd. I do not 
find the strong winds have lessened our sick. We now only 


* In Gourjean Bay. 

* Alluding to Lord Howe’s Action, 

* Maria, eldest daughter of Sir George Amyand, Bart, bbe died in February, 
1829. 
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keep half our Seamen at the batteries, yet we have seventy 
sick on shore, and I sent thirty to the Agamemnon yesterday. 
The Troops are worse than ourselves by far. 

As soon as the weather moderates, I shall get the Trans- 
ports here ready to sail with this Garrison, as the General is 
desirous to get rid of it as soon as possible — even to think 
some may be sent away before the 10th. Should your Lord- 
ship not be here, I shall endeavour to act as I arn sure your 
Lordship would have me, which is to comply with the Gene- 
ral’s wishes in everything; but I hope you will be here very 
sliortly. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


[On tlio same day Captain Nelson wrote a Private Letter to Lord Hood, wliicli 
is now in the Hood Papers. It is in exactly the same words as the preceding:, 
with these additions;] 

I shall endeavour to act as I think you would wish me, 
which is to comply with the General’s wishes in everything 
which is proper, but I hope to see you here before many 
days are past. Two Frigates keep their Station very well, 
and Fox and] Lugger arc here at anchor. Believe me with 
truest esteem, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

1 have to request your Lordship to send my Letter to Mrs. 
Nelson by the Messenger, if he goes directly. 


TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT 
FIORENZO. 


[Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 


Camp, August 6th, 1794, 


Sir, 

Four Transports are wanted from Fiorenzo to carry to 
France the Garrison of this place, which the General wishes 
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to get rid of the instant we get possession of the Town. The 
Ships I have fixed upon as the most proper by the advice of 
Lieutenant Harrison, the Agent for Transports, are the 
Sovereign, Samuel and Jane, William, and Grand Bay, and 
I have sent such Seamen as are in health belonging to them, 
by the Fox. 

If they should not be sufficient to navigate them, some men 
may be ordered from the other Transports, or should Lieu- 
tenant Elliot’s Division of Ships be at Fiorenzo, it would 
save much time to send them here, as they must be ready, 
from having so lately carried tlie refugees. It is necessary 
that these Ships should be well victualled and watered, for the 
Transports have no provisions on board, and to bring some 
provisions for these Ships — six in number, who are to carry 
1250 men. I have wrote to the Lieutenant of the Aga- 
memnon to send by the Fox the men belonging to the Mat- 
ther, Nancy, Camilla, Mary, Mary (4), and Scarborough, 
and should the Agamemnon not be in a state to be navigated 
here, without some assistance, I trust you will have the 
goodness to order her some, as we are really distressed by her 
absence. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO LIEUTENANT SAINTIIILL, 

AGENT FOR TRANSPORTS. 

[From the ** United Service Journal ” for 1830, part i. p. 36.] 

August 5th, 1794. 

Sir, 

You will let me know, in the course of the day, how many 
people each Ship of your Division will carry without incon- 
venience, for a very short voyage : also, it you have water 
and provisions for the number of people your Ships will 
carry : also let me know what men are on shore belonging to 
Ships of your Division, in case Agamemnon should not 
return before the Transports arc wanted. I wish to see you 
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with the Return ; and let me know if there are any Tran- 
sports here, except of yours and Lieutenant Caines* Division. 

I am, Sir, &:c. 

IIoKATio Nelson. 


TO LIEUTENANl’ SAINTHILL, 
AGENT FOR TRANSPORTS. 

[From tho** United Service Journal,*’ lUSO, pavti.p. 56.] 


Camp, August 7tb, 1794- 

Sir, 

All the Transports under your direction to be moved 
directly to this Bay, and anchored under our Camp. I have 
directed all the Transports* men here to be sent to your assist- 
ance ; but you will get your Ships as ready to weigli as pos- 
sible before their arrival. 


I am, Sir, Sec. 

Horatio Nelson. 


JOURNAL. 

[From a Copy, in the Admiralty.] 

August 3rd. — A gale of wind all day. Tlie Truce still 
continues. 

4tli, 5th, and Cth. — Gale continues : still a Truce. 

7th. — Preparing Transyiorts to carry the Garrison and In- 
habitants to France. The Gale abated. 

Bth. — Fine weather. Victory and Shiyis in sight. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 187.] 

8tli August, 1794. 

I rejoice to see the Victory in sight again,® and may now 
almost congratulate your Lordship on the final reduction of 

® On this day Lord Hood communicated to Captain Nelson that, on the 30tb 
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Corsica ; an object which I know you had much at heart, 
and which has been protracted beyond all bounds of calcu- 
lation. Captain Ilallowell, I am sorry to say, is very un- 
well, and much reduced. If Doctor Harness^ is on board, I 
wish he would come and look at Hallowell : I think, poor fel- 
low, he would like it.® 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD IJOOD. 

[From a Coi)y, iii the Admiralty.] 

(lamp, August 8lh, I7i>4, 

My Lord, 

Having transmitted my .fournal of what the Seamen have 
been employed u]K)n during the wliolc Siege, 1 have now 
only to actpiaint your Lordship of the highly meritorious con- 

ofJuno, Parliament had voted its Thanks to the Officers, S^onmen, Marines, 
and Soldiers, who had been e!n])loyed in tlio difforeut operations against the 
Fneiny in Corsica. 

7 Doctor .fohn Hariioss, the Physician to the Fleet, and afterwards Chairman 
of the Hoard for Sick and Wounded Seamen, lo this zealous and intelligent 
Officer tlie Navy is under the highest obligations, flis extensive and suc- 
cessful application of Citric Acid in (he year induced the authoriti<'S at 

Home, in 17 '.>3, to cause that article to form a necessary part ot jvledical Stores, 
and to which the eradication of that fearful scourge, llie scurvy, is to he attrihutov}. 
It was mainly through his exertions that the situation of the Naval ^ledical 
Otlieers has been so niucli im])roved. Dr. Harness died on the. .ird of Jauuaiy 
A LMeiuoir of his Services will be found in the NavaKdiroiiicle, vol. xxxv. 

® Lord Hood’s reply was written on the same day, at o i’. ; 

“My dear Nelson,--! am grieved to hear Ilallowell is not well, as 1 also am that 
Colonel Wemyss is in the same state. I wish both would come to the \'ictory this 
evening or to-morrow morning. Doctor Harness is not here, but 1 expect to see 
him to-morrow. In the morning early I shall send Captain Ingleheld, or Captain 
Knight to the General on the subject of Transports. Much caution is necessary, 
from the perfidious conduct of the Enemy : may the Transports go within reach of 
the guns of Calvi ? I am in perfect ignorance bow matters stand. The Boreas and 
Jamaica, that carried the last sick to Bastia, may bo expected here to-morrow. You 
must undoubtedly take off all you put on shore unexpected ; so must the t ictory, 
and every other Ship, which you will prepare for. I can only add, at present, 
that I am ever and truly, your faithful humble servant. Hood. — certi e 
by Nelson, in the Hood Papers. 
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duct of every Officer and Seaman landed under my com- 
mand ; to express my sincere acknowledgments for the very 
effectual support and assistance I have received from the 
ability, zeal, and activity of Captain Hallo well ; and that 
Lieutenants Edmonds, Morgan, and Ferrier were constantly 
with the Seamen, fighting the batteries; to which were 
joined, on the last batteries. Lieutenants Hoy, Moutray, and 
Suckling, I must not also omit to acquaint your Lordship 
that Seamen being wanted for this service, the Agents for 
Transports raised 110 Volunteers from the Transports; and 
that Lieutenant Harrison, one of the Agents, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Harrington, Master of the Willington, came on shore, 
and served with great credit during the whole Siege. 

Herewith I transmit a list of killed and wounded Seamen. 

I have the honour to remain, with great respect, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

Hojiatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson l^apors.] 

Camp, August Ptb, 171)4. 

My dear Lord, 

It was so dark when I got to Camp, and received your 
Lordship’s letters from Mr. Hamilton, that I would not de- 
tain him for an answer, telling him that the Transports might 
anchor in perfect security in the Bay under our Camp. Sir 
James St. Clair, the Commissary, and Captain Stephens, with 
Mr. Bains, who is to be Town-Major, were all day in the 
Town, taking an account of Stores of every kind. The can- 
non, I find, are not very good — the iron })articularly. They 
have only 217 barrels of powder, but plenty of shot and 
shells: one Coudricr mortar, which luckily for us was 
split by their putting thirty pounds of powder in it to fire 
at one of our Frigates, The place is a heap of ruins, the 
works much damaged ; but it is the fashion to say it would 
have been difficult to make a breach. They went on board tlie 
Melpomene and Mignonne. All the latter’s guns are landed, 

5 
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and all but two of the former, but the greater part lay on the 
wharf. There is also a Gun-boat. 

I have got the (la\it*casts ready to move the Aga- 
memnon’s guns, if we have strength enough, but I dread 
the getting liquor, after the Town is in our possession, 
which will completely kill our people. What we do 
must be as expeditious as possible. I have only two 
eighteen-pounders and one twenty-four-pouncler to get on 
board Agamemnon, the other two twenty-four-pounders 
being disabled. One eighteen-pounder from the rear bat- 
tery I got down to the landing-place this evening; the 
others we cannot move till Sunday morning. I had in- 
tended, when our troops took possession, to have sent Captain 
Hallowell, witli an Oflicev and two or three careful men, to 
take possession of the F rigates and Gun-boat to prevent em- 
bezzlement, till your Lordship’s arrival. You will now take 
possession in the way your Lordship judges most proper, hut 
everybody at Bastia plundered La Flcche. Hallowell I hope 
is a little better, but 1 believe he will not be persuaded to go 
off* till this business is closed. I send you, as a curiosity, an 
account of what Stores we have expended, and what has been 
landed, and wliat now remains. 

I am, with truest esteem. 

Your Lordship’s most faitliful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

If I am not absolutely correct to a single shot and shell, I 
am within a dozen, except the 5J, which is a guess, but I 
believe pretty near. 


JOURNAL C. 

August 10th, at nine o’clock, about three hundred Troops, 
a party of Seamen, some Koyal Louis, and some Corsicans, 
were drawn up opposite the great gate to receive the Garrison 
of Calvi, who at ten o’clock marched out with two pieces of 
cannon, and the Honours of War; amounting in the whole to 
three hundred Troops, and two hundred and forty-seven armed 
Corsicans. I immediately sent Lieutenant Moutray and a 
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party of Seamen, to take possession of the Frigates, Gun-boats, 
and Merchant vessels in the harbour, and* I also ordered six 
Transports to come in ; and was employed all the day embark- 
ing tlie Garrison, the sick, and such inhabitants as chose to 
return to France. Out of their armed men the Enemy had 
three hundred and tliirteen sick in their hospital. We have 
had six killed, six wounded, and two are missing. We ex- 
pended 11,275 shot, and 2,751 shells 9 

® la General Stuart’s Dispatch, dated on tlie lOtli of August, announcing the 
surrender of Calvi on that day, ho detailed very fully the proceedings of tlio 
Siege. The following are the passages in which he mentions Captain Nelson : 
“ Captain Nelson of his Majesty’s Ship Agamemnon, consented, in Lord Hood’s 
absence, to proceed to Port Agro, where a landing was effected on the l‘)th of 
June.’’ It is with sincere regret that I have to mention tlie loss of C^iptaiii 
Serocold of the Navy, who was killed by a cannon shot when actively einploy(?d 
oil the batteries. The assistance and co-operation of Captain Nelson, tho 
activity of Captain llallowell, and the exertions of the Navy, have greatly con- 
tributed the success of these movements.’* — T.ondon Gazette, 

Lord Hood’s Dispatches were dated on the 5th and 9th of August. In the 
former, after describing his pursuit of tho French Fleet, ho stated ; — 

“ Victory, Martello Bay, August 5(h, 1791. Aly letter of tho I5tli of June 
would inform you that having forced the French Ships on tlio 11th, which sailed 
from Toulon on the 5th, to seek their safety within iht) shoals in the Bay of 
Gourjean, and under the protection of the batteries of tho Islands of St, Ilonora 
and St. Margaretta, and on Capo Garoupe, that I had left Admiral JJothani to 
watch them, and that 1 was returning to Corsica to join Lieutenant-GeiuMal 
Stuart for the reduction of Calvi, which 1 have the honour to acquaint you is 
now, I believe, on the point of surrendering to the arms of his iMajesty. 

“ Uj)on my junction with Vice Admiral llotinun oft' this Port on the 9fh, I 
detached Captain Nelson in the Agamemnon to Bastiii, with orders to embark 
the troops, and proceed with them to Martcllo Bay, where Lioulcnant-Geneial 
Stuart embarked on the 15tli, and expressing a wish to proceed to the attack of 
Calvi immediately, Captain Nelson complied with it, and on tlie 19th all llio 
troops wore landed under the direction of Captain Cooke, in a small cove about 
three miles from Calvi. 

“ I anchored in Martcllo Bay on the 19th, and so soon as I liad embarked the 
ordnance and other stores the General had desired, which the boisterous 
weatlicr for some days prevented, and had forced the Agamemnon and several 
of the Transports from their anchors, but his Majesty’s smaller Ships, and tJjc 
rest of the Transports which were close under the land, and had not room to got 
under sail, very fortunately rode the galo out wdihout an accident to eitlier, the 
wind not blowing home to the shore with so much violence. 

“ On the 26tli 1 sailed, having previously sent Captain llallowell and Cap- 
tain Serocold, (who were eager volunteers for the Service, as were also the 
Lieutenants Feiriers and IMorgan,) with as many able Seamen as the Victory 
could then spare, to assist in dragging up tho ordnance and serving the bat- 
teries. 

“The Journal I herewith transmit from Captain Nelson, who had the com- 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Aulognipb, in the Mint© Papers.] 

Calvi, August 10th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

As the Corsican cannot enter the Town with me, I shall 
give him this letter the moment we get possession of the 
gates. The Garrison will lay down their arms at the water- 
side, and before night I hope to have them all embarked. 
The business is certainly done^ and liigh time it is. We are 
all sick. Our Transports are in the harbour ; and I have an 
Officer and men ready to go on* board the Frigates. The 
Enemy are said to have lost eighty killed and wounded, — 
the Town and Works much damaged. 

o 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

HoiiATio Nelson. 

Your letter of the 7th I sent on board Lord Hood the 8th, 
in the evening. 

mnnd of the Seamen, will sliovv the daily occurrences of the Siege, and whose 
uniemilting zeal and exertion, 1 cannot .suflicicntly express, or of that of Cap- 
tain llallowell, wIjo took it hy turns to coiuuiand in the advanced battery 
twenty- four hours at a time, and I flatt<M* myself they, as well as the other 
01fic(M\s and Seamen, will have full ju:;.tice done them by the General : it is there- 
fore unnecessary for me to say more upon the suliject. But 1 have to lament, 
and which I do most sincerely, the loss of a very able and valuable Utlicer, 
(Captain Serocold, who was killed hy a grape-^hot whilst getting the last gun in 
its place soon after the Enemy had discovered our battery. The King has not 
a more meritorious young Captain in his Majesty's Navy. Ho commanded the 
doatiijg-battery which was burnt by red-hot shot before Bastia, and afterwards 
served with infinite reputation at the batteries on shore. Independent of my 
regard and esteem for him, I feel his loss to be a jmblic one. 

“Much credit is duo to C’aptaitis NVolseley, Hood, Sir ('harles Hamilton, Sir 
Harry Burrard, Cunningham, Macnamara, and Robinson, for their vigilance in 
keeping succours out by a steady perseverance in preserving their respective 
stations under manifest difticulties, and 1 ought not to omit to mention my tribute 
of praise to IMr. Gibson, commanding the Box hired Cutter, of whom all the 
Captains si)eak in the handsomest manner for his diligence and punctual obe- 
dience to orders. For near two months they did not receive at Calvi any in- 
telligence from the Continent until the night of the ‘29th, when four boats got in, 
the Port not being then so well and closely guarded, having been obliged to send 
three Frigates to Naples, and other places for stores, which the General pressed 
for, and the night’s being dark. 

**Oa the 37 th I arrived off Calvi, and have ke^t close off the Port ever 
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TO H. R. H. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 106.] 

Camp before Calvi, August 6th and 10th, 1794. 

Sir, 

The Gazette will tell your Royal Highness the general out- 
lines of this Siege, which I believe is novel in its form. We 
landed about four miles to the Westward of Calvi on the 
19th of June: on the 19th of July we were in full possession 
of every outpost of the Enemy, with very trifling loss. Our 
batteries were erected with impunity in situations which the 
Enemy ought to have prevented. Had they kept even a 


since, in order to relieve the wants of the Army every morning, having 
stationed a Frigate at anchor ofl' Capo Revellata, and another off Point 
D’Espana. I have landed from this Ship seven of her lower-deck guns, and 
from time to time all requisitions for various other stores, as well as for men, 
the General has made, have been complied with, under great inconvenience, that 
the operations of the Army should not stand still, 

“ On the 29th of last month, I had the honour of a visit from General Stuart, 
who brought letters that had passed between him and the Commandant of the 
French Troops, relative to a Truce for twcnty-6ve days, which appearing to ])e 
inadmissible; in the afternoon of the 30th of July, our batteries were opened, 
and on the morning of tho 1st instant the White Flag was displayed on t ])0 
Citadel under tho National one, and the firing ceased,” 

In his Letter of the 9th of August, Lord Hood said ; — 

Victory, off Calvi, August 9th, 1794. I herewith liave the honour to trans- 
mit for tho information of tho Lords Commissioners of tho Admiralty, duplicates 
of my Dispatches of the /ith from Martello Bay. 1 sailed on the 7th, and got 
off here the next morning, and herewith transmit a Copy of Captain Nelson’s 
Journal from the 28th of last month to tho 8th of the present one : also the copy 
of a Letter I have received from him highly creditable to Lieutenant Harrison, a 
Transj)ort Agent, as well as to Mr. William Harrington, IMaster of the V'illing- 
ton, and the Transports’ men, who were all anxiously eager either to serve on 
shore or on board his Majesty’s ships .” — London Gazette. 

By neither Commander w'as the severe wound which Nelson had received, 
and which deprived him of tho sight of his right eye, even mentioned. With- 
out adopting the strong opinions of some of Nelson’s Biographers at the manuci- 
in which his services at Calvi were treated in these Dispatches, it is certain 
that, as at Bastia, they were not duly appreciated, and that he deeply felt the 
neglect. lie is stated by Harrison (vol. i., p. 127) to have said in a J.etter 
to his eldest Sister, Mrs. Bolton, “They have not done me justice in the alfai'- 
of Calvi ; but never mind, I’ll have a Gazette pf my own and in a Letter to 
Captain Locker in May in the following year, ho still more strongly expressed his 
dissatisfaction. Lord Hood, in a Letter to Nelson of tho Ist of December 
1794, censured General Stuart for not mentioning him in his Dispatch. 
(Vide p. 502.) 
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moderate look-out, our loss of men must have been great, 
every battery being within reach of grape-shot from its oppo- 
nent. On the 19th of July, General Stuart sent in to ask, if 
they had any terms to propose to him ; their answer was 
the Motto of the Town , — Civitas Calvis semper fide lis. We 
were then only 650 yards from the centre of the Citadel, and 
they allowed us to erect very strong batteries under a mask 
— they must, and ought to have known what we were after 
— without firing a single shot or shell. 

On the 28th, in the morning, our batteries, 560 yards 
from the Citadel wall, w'ere ready to open their force, 
consisting of twenty-one cannon, five mortars, and four 
howitzers. The General sent in to say that he should not 
fire on the black flags (hospitals). This Note produced 
a negociation, by which the Enemy wanted to obtain a 
Truce for twenty-five days; when, if no succours arrived, 
they agreed to surrender the Town, Frigates, &c. Lord 
Hood and the General agreed to give them six days ; but, 
whilst this was going on, four small Vessels got in, which 
gave them hope, I suppose, of more effectual relief; for on 
the 30th of July they rejected our offer; and our fire opened 
with all the effect we could expect. 

On the 1st of August, at eleven o’clock, when much of the 
parapet was beat down, and the houses in the Citadel were 
either in ruins or in flames, the Enemy bung out a White 
flag, and requested a suspension of hostilities for a few hours, 
to prepare terms. In twenty-four hours everything was 
settled, — That on the lOtli of August \\c were to be put 
in full possession, and the Garrison, and such of the In- 
habitants as chose, were to be transported to Toulon, with- 
out being Prisoners of War; provided no effectual suc- 
cours were thrown in by the French. Thus is likely to 
end the attack of Corsica, the possession of which will, I 
hope, benefit our Country. Whilst there are such men 
as Sir Gilbert Elliot, to point out the advantages, it would 
* be impertinent in me to attempt it. The loss to the French 
will be great : they got from it all the deals, that are excel- 
lent, for their decks, and timbers for their topsides, with 
pitch and tar, which, although of an inferior quality, they 
employed at Toulon for many uses. We also get the Mel- 
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pomene, the most beautiful frigate I ever saw, fourteen ports, 
thirteen eighteen-pounders. The Mignonne with twelve- 
pounders, but not a very fine Ship, at least if compared with 
the other. 

The climate here, from J uly to October, is most unfavour* 
able for Military operations. It is now what we call the 
dog-days, here it is termed the Lion Sun ; no person can en- 
dure it : we have upwards of one thousand sick out of two 
thousand, and the others not much better than so many phan- 
toms. We have lost many men from the season, very few 
from the Enemy. I am here the reed amongst the oaks: 
all the prevailing disorders have attacked me, but I have not 
strength for them to fasten upon : I bow before the storm, 
whilst the sturdy oak is laid low. One plan 1 pursue, never 
to employ a Doctor; Nature does all for me, and Providence 
protects me. Always happy, if my humble but hearty 
endeavours can serve my King and Country. 

The French Fleet arc still at Gourjean Road, and so 
securely moored, that it is said we cannot get at them with 
our Ships. Tliey are guarded as niiich as possible from 
Fire-sliij)s by a line of Frigates outside the large Ships, and 
a line of Gun- boats outside them, and at night a line of 
Launches ; the whole is protected by very formidable batte- 
ries. AVhen tliey came out of Toulon, by some mistake, 
they were represented to Admiral Ilotham as nine Sail of the 
Line, whereas time has shown they were only seven ; which 
induced a most gallant Officer to bear up for Calvi, and there 
he intended to fight them, sooner than they should throw in 
succours: had he known they were only an ecpial force, I am 
sure he would have i^iven a <;ood account of them. 

I have written thus much, that your Royal Highness may 
be assured of my compliance with your desire of knowing 
what we arc about ; and that I am ready to obey your orders ; 
being, with the highest respect, your Royal IIighness*‘s most 
dutiful servant, 


IIoRATio Nelson. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the Hood Papers,] 

Camp, August lOth, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

A bag of Letters arc come from Mr. Hunter, of Bastia, 
which I send off with another letter left at my tent by a Cor- 
sican. Sir Gilbert Elliot’s servant has just brought a letter 
for Lady Elliot, which he requests may be given to the Sea- 
Officer going to England. We took possession between ten 
and eleven o’clock, and I have endeavoured, as well as a mo- 
mentary arrangement would allow, to dispose of the Garrison 
and Seamen, their baggage, &c., on the wharf, and the Gene- 
ral, as well as the Governor, wi.shed to get them on board as 
soon as possible. I therefore sent the 'I’roops, o47 men, besides 
women and children, on board the Mather, and Alice and 
Jane, the Seamen, about three hundred, on board the Nancy. 
Tlic Officers and Staff, with some of the principal Inha- 
bitants, on board the Mary (4th,) 813 sick to be put as 
many as possible on board the Sovereign. If not able to 
hold them all, the INIary to take some. Tliere are also 400 
inhabitants to be embarked. The Transj)orts here having 
no ])rovisions, I ordered the Transports from Fiorenzo to bring 
provisions for 12,050 men, which can easily be removed out 
of them to these Transports. I have endeavoured to act as 
I think you would wish me. 

I am the best in health, but every other Officer is scarcely 
able to crawl. I have got the Agamemnon’s three guns to 
the water-side, but to-day it is as easy to keep a flock of 
wild geese together as our Seamen. We number ninety 
sick. ''riiirty of the Agamemnoirs I shall wsend on board 
this afternoon if possible. Lieutenant IVIoutray took pos- 
session of the Mel})omenc and Mignonne, with the Gun- 
boat, who has a fine brass-gun in her })row. Every sail is 
cut up for sand-[)ags, and delivered the Ships to Captain 
Wolseley. IVlr. Harrington, Master of tlie AVillington 
Transport, who has served his time in the Navy, and 
passed, lias requested me to niontion liim to your Lordship. 
He is a deserving young man, and has been very active and 
•Utentive to his duty.^ I could do nothing more than yno- 

* Mr. Jlarringfon u’j»s nuule a LieulvnaiU in 

VOL. I. It 
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mise to mention him to your Lordship : he says he shall give 
up his Ship for a fair prospect of promotion. Your Lordship 
will excuse me for mentioning him. The moment the weather 
is fair I will go on board the Victory. 

Believe me, your Lordship’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson, 

The Transports’ people to-day had not one man for duty, 
many assisting to bring round the Transports. 

Captain Hallo well’s Division of Victory’s, 14. 

Lieutenant Moutray’s, 20. 

Inflexible, 10. 

Agamemnon, 120. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M*Artbur, vol. i. p. 189.] 

Agamemnon,® llth of August, 1794. 

As soon as I can get our guns on board, I shall go to Leg- 
horn to refit ; my Ship’s company are all worn out, as is this 
whole Army, except myself ; nothing hurts me. God bless 
you. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


“CAPTAIN NELSON’S LETTER TO GENERAL STUART, AS NEAR 
AS HE CAN RECOLLECT.” 

[Autograj)lj, in the Nelson Papers, and another Autograph, in the Hood Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Calvi, August l.'Jtb, 1794. 

My dear Sir. 

Lord Hood has desired me to acquaint you, 9 that the King 
of Sardinia’s Secretary of State, as well as our Minister at 

® The Agamemnon’s Log of the 12th of August, states that “ Captain Nelson 
and Officers returned from the Jiatteries.” 

® In the following Letter, dated on the 12th of August : 

“ My dear Nelson,—! think it highly probable I shall be forced to bear up be- 
fore daylight to-morrow, and liavo therefore sent you orders. I propose tln^ 
JMignonne shall remain at Calvi, by way of Guard-ship for the present, and have 
appointed Captam May to her: the Dolphin is ordered to Bastia so soon as she 
has got your sick. 1 hope you procured as much powder from the shore, as you 
possibly could, as the King of Sardinia's Secretary of State, ns well as our 
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Turin, have strongly requested of him to return the six hun- 
dred barrels of Powder which his Lordship had seized upon, 
as the Sardinian Army was much in want of it. 

I have, therefore, to request you will have the goodness to 
direct such part of the powder as is not wanted for this place, 
to be delivered to me. 

I am, dear Sir, &c., &c., 

H. N. 


TO I.IEUTENAN T SATNTIIILL, AGENT FOR THANSl’ORTS. 

[From a Fac Simile.] 

Aguraeiniiou, Calvi, August l-lili, 1794. 

Dear Sir, 

Your readiness at all times to cx]icdite tlie King’s service, 
I shall always bear my testimony of, and therefore I have no 
doubt but you have got all the Parrel powder from the 
sliore on board the Scarborough, which 1 hope is 500 bar- 
rels. If she should not be sailed for Fiorenzo, pray expe- 
dite her as soon ])ossible, and don’t keep her for a tew bar- 
rels. I shall be off Hevellata Point nearly all day to-morrow ; 
let her join me, and I will sec her safe into Port. Should the 
Agamemnon not be there, siie will proceed by herself. I have 
written a line to Captain jMac jSamara about hei. 

I am, dear Sir, very truly yours, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


Minister at Turin have strongly reciuostod I would return the six hundre.l har" 
nds 1 sei/«d uiiou, the Sardinian Army being in want, which 1 desire you will 
make known to GentM-al Stuart ; and you must manage to pul all you can got 
into your bread-room. I propose to aiicbor in St. Fionm/.o for forty-mght lionrs, 
as Mr. Di ako is arrived in Corsica from Milan for tlio purpose of communicating 
with me. If therefore you wish to see me. before you go to Leghorn, you know 
where you will probably^ find me. 1 shall he very glad to .iltcnd to your n s 
in favour of your Surgeon’s Mato immediately, and if y ou will send Mr.tellows 
on board the Victory 1 "ill promote him as .soon as T can. t present u 
four or five Officer’s sons upon rnv hand.s, whom 1 must attend to. wer ai i u. v 
yours. lIooD.-Soon as Gibson has received your oommands send him to me 
and if the w'eather should not permit my being tdl (>alvi in t ic niornin s 
Captai,, May in the Fox entn-v to me, and 1 al.all aeud back m be, tl.e Olbeers 
for the two French frigates,”— Copy. i» Hood Papers. ^ ^ ^ 
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TO LIEUTENANT SAINTIIILL. 

[From* Memoirs of Captain Hicbard Saintliill.”] 

Agamemnon, Aug. 14. 

Dear Sir, 

You are to come to Calvi harbour, and may be of use in 
carrying some of our poor fellows to Bastia, and where proba- 
bly your Ship will be wanted with the forage. Many thanks 
for your getting off the powder. Capt. Wolscley will tell you 
what to do with the tent and spars. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. td9.] 

Off Legliorn, August 18th, 17f) L 

I left Calvi on the 15th, and hope never to be in it again. 
I was yesterday in St. Fiorenzo, and to-day shall be safe 
moored, I expect, in Leghorn : since the Ship has been com- 
missioned, this will be the first resting-time wc have had. As 
it is all past, I may now tell you, that on the 1 0th of July, a 
shot having hit our battery, the splinters and stones from it 
struck me with great violence in the face and breast. Al- 
though the blow was so severe as to occasion a great flow of 
blood from my head, yet I most fortunately escaped, having 
only my right eye nearly deprived of its sight : it was cut 
dow'n, but is so far recovered, as for me to be able to distin- 
guish light from darkness. As to all the purposes of use, it 
is gone ; however, the blemish is nothing, not to be perceived, 
unless told. The pupil is nearly tlie size of the blue part, 
I don’t know the name.* 

• Nelson received the following consolatory letter from his Father on the loss 
of his eye : 

" iNJy dear Horatio, — It is wcdl known that the predestinarian doctrine is 
amongst the creeds of Military men. It may sometimes bo useful : yet it must 
not exclude tlio conlidenco (diristianity preaches of a particular Providence, 
which directs 'J1 events. It was an unerring pow'er, wise and good, which 
diminished the force of the blow by which your eye was lost ; and we thank tho 
hand that spared you, spared you for future good, for example, and instruction, 
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At Bastia, I got a sharp cut in the back. You must not 
think that my hurts confined me: no, nothing but the loss of 
a limb would have kept me from my duty, and I believe my 
exertions conduced to preserve me in tliis general mortality. 
I am fearful that Mrs. MoutrayV son, who was on shore 
with us, will fall a sacrifice to the climate ; he is a Lieute- 
nant of the Victory, a very fine young man, for whom I have 
a great regard. Lord Hood is quite distressed about him. 
Poor little Iloste is also extremely ill, and I have great fears 
about him ; one hundred and fifty of my people are in theii* 
beds ; of two thousand men I am tlie most healthy. Josiah 
is very well, and a clever smart young man, for so I must call 
him, his sense demands it. 

Yours, (fee. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[ I'roni Clarke and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. I90.j 

Leghorn, SoptoMiber 1st, l7‘jL 

My dear Fanny, 

You will be sorry to hear that young Moutray is dead : 
he was Second Lieutenant of the Victory, and at this moment, 
iiad he survived, would have been a Captain. What a sliock 

in inany subsoquont y‘iars. Them is no fear tliat flattery can come from me ; 
but 1 sometimes w iju3 uway the tear of joy, at Iieariiig your character in every 
point of view so well spoken of. The Letters received from you, give me and 
your good Wife the j>leasing intelligence that your health has not suftered from 
the long fatiguing service you are professionally obliged to go through ; and also, 
tliat success has g<'nerally btmu the issue of your eiiileuvours to make yourself 
known to the world as a man of probity and Judgment ; not only looking towards 
the things that are your own, but to those of others also, Voiir lot is cast, but 
the whole disposing thereol is of the Lord : the very hairs of your head are num- 
bered — a most comfortable doctrine. Upon the whole, I am as strong as can 
be looked for ; how many do I see, and hear of, that are either fallen, or much 
more afflicted by age than myself. IJless God, my days are lengthened, I hope, 
for some good purpose. Accept, my dear good Son, the usual but most hearty ex- 
pressions of love and friendship from your alfectionate I’ather, Edmund Nklson.” 
— Clarke and M^irUiur, vol. i.p. l‘>2. 

^ I’his gallant young Oflicer, who has bet u often mentioned, died the next day. 
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it will be to his poor Mother, who was all expectation to hear 
of his y)roinotioii ; a very different account will now be told 
lier. His amiable disposition will never be forgotten by 
those who knew him. Lord Hood was his godfather, and 
feels much for the loss of him. 

The French Squadron is still in Gourjean Bay, blockaded 
by us and the Spaniards; but another month must liberate 
them, and they will get I dare say to Toulon. The oppor- 
tunity was lost of fighting them when they first came out of 
port. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 

He was tlio only Son of Commissioner Moiitray, and of the Lady whom Ncdsoii 
so highly esteemed al; Antigua, (vide ante.) The following Inscription to his 
Memory wms placed by Nelson in the Church of St. Fiorenzo : — 

[From ii Copy, in Nelson’s own hand, in the Nelson Papers.] 

.'?ArKi-;u 

J'O THE .MEMORY 
OF 

Lieftenant .James Moltuay, K.N. 

WHO, SEKVINtJ ON SHORE AT '[’HE SIlAiE, 

OF Cat.vi, 

THEItE CAl.GIIT A FEVER, 

OF NYIIICH HE DIED, 

SINCERELY I.AM IM’E I), 

ON Arc I ST 19111, 1794, 

AGED 21 A EARS. 

THIS STONE IS EREC FKD DY AN AFFECFIONA I E FRIEND, 
WHO WELL KNEW HIS WORTH AS AN OFFICER, AM) HIS 
ACCoMl’LrsiIED MANNERS AS A GENTLEMAN. 


H. N. 





i^etters. 




TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M* Arthur, vol. i. p. 190.] 

September I2tli, 1794. 

I expect to see you in the fall of the year ; and although I 
shall not bring with me either riches or honours, yet I flatter 
myself I shall bring an unblemished character. It always re- 
joices me to hear that you are comfortable, and that my 
friends arc attentive to you. I hope we shall find some snug 
cottage, whenever wc may be obliged to quit the Parsonage. 
My Ship’s company are better, but still arc in a very weak 
state. It is probable that we shall get to sea in about three 
days, and attend Lord Hood in the Victory to Genoa, Porto 
Kspccia, and Vado Bay ; and then proceed off Gourjean Bay, 
Toulon, and I hope to Gibraltar and England. 

When Lord Hood quits this station, I should be truly sorry 
to remain ; he is the greatest Sea-officer I ever knew ; and 
what can be said against him, I cannot conceive, it must only 
be envy, and it is better to be envied than ])itied. But this 
(!omes from the Army, who have also poisoned some few of our 
minds. The taking of Bastia, contrary to all Military judg- 
ment, is such an attack on them that it is never to be for- 
given. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

AgumeronoUi Genoa Mole, September 20th, 1794. 

My dear Lord, 

We arrived here-’ yesterday morning at ten o^clock in a very 
strong breeze, and thick weather. We were in the Mole be- 
fore they saw us from the Signal-house. None of us having 
been here, I had the Signal up for a Pilot,* which, by the 

® On the 18th of September Captain Nelson was ordered by Lord Hood to 
proceed to the Mole of Genoa with Dispatches for Mr. Drake, Minister at that 
place, and to wait for furtlier instructions . — Originalt in the Nelson Papers. 

^ The Signal for a Pilot was then, and is still, the Union Jock at tlie lore-top- 
gallant-raast-heud. The mistake mentioned in this Letter, ia only one of many 
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Consul’s account, they took for the Flag of a Vice-Admiral ; 
and although it was struck a full quarter of an hour before 
they saluted, which they did with fifteen guns, and I returned 
an equal number. If the salute was not intended from the 
Private Ship, I shall probably hear more of it. Mr. Drake 
has not arrived, but expected this evening. By a letter 
from him to the Consul, I find he has got the King’s leave to 
return to England, and that he sets off from this place on the 
1st of October, but returns on the 1st of March. There are 
two small Privateers of the Enemy here, who occasionally 
go to sea, and have taken two Vessels, one a Ragusa with 
Spanish property, the other some other Nation, both I under- 
stand from Spain, and bound to this Port. Only three English 
Vessels are here, ancl had we more, they couhl not stir for 
these Vessels. I shall mention it to IVlr. Drake. 

The (xovernment have called upon me to })ledge my ho- 
nour, which I did, that 1 would not break the Neutrality of 
the Port. I shall do every thing which is proper, you may rest 
assured, to bring this Government into good humour with us. 
I don’t think they can ever be innd enough to allow the Scnia 
CAilottes to enter Genoa. Here would be glorious plunder for 
them: it exceeds in magnificence any place 1 ever saw. 1 shall 
not close this letter till evening, in case any thing new shoultl 
occur. 

6 P. M, — No news yet of Mr. Drake. 1 am to ])ay iny re- 
spects to the Doge at seven o’clock to-morrow i vening. 

Believe me. 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Agamemnon lays at her own anchors, and so may the 
Victory and Britannia. 

instances of the inconvenience of usiii" tl)e Xutionul Flo^ for Signa/a, and of 
the inconsistency of distinf^uishing British Admirals by any other Flag than that 
of tlieir Country. — See a Nuj e on this subject at the end of one of the subse- 
quent Volumes. 
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I'O WILLIAM SLCKLlNd, KSQ. 

[From “ The Athenmum.’’] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Mole, September 20th, l794. 

My tlcar Sir, 

Agamemnon is still on the wing, and will not rest, most 
])r()bably, till she gets into Portsmouth, which I hope will be 
no great length of time, as Lord Hood is inclined to take me 
Home with him, and turn us into a good Seventy- four ; for al- 
though I have been offered every Seventy-four which has 
fallen vacant in this Country, yet I could not bring myself 
to part with a Ship’s company, with whom I have gone 
through such a series of hard service, as has never before, I 
believe*, fallen to the lot of any one Ship. 

We are sent here to keep peace and harmony with 
Genoa; and I believe none has been injured by the blockade 
but ourselves : for I am assured here it never was felt ; for all 
Ships which did not escape the vigilance of our Cruisers, went 
into the neighbouring Ports, and small Vessels carried tlieir 
cargoes along shore, the underwriters paying the expenses. 
The breaking the Neutrality of the Port in sniall States must 
ever be im])olitie in the English, as w’c have more to lose by 
such a conduct than any other Nation. The taking the Fri- 
gate'*’ was useless to us, and gave the French party here great 
cause to complain of us. Our forcing the Tuscans into a war, 
was, in my opinion, equally impolitic. The Italian States 
must he claimed when the French turn their thoughts to- 
wards Italy; and, if you will allow them, will all unite against 
their common ])limderers. Gi*noa is too rich and magnificent 
to allow (if anger does not get the better of their interest) 
the Sans Culottes to enter their City. This is an Aristocra- 
tieal Government, and therefore must be subverted instantly. 
I am the first Ship here since our hostilities, and believe they 
are inclined to be civil. 

I beg my best compliments to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suck- 
ling, and family ; and 1 lio|)e Captain Suckling was well when 
you heard last from him— don’t forget me at Hampstead. 
Believe me, 

Your most affectionate, 

IlouATio Nklson. 

® L’lniporiouso of -!:«) guns: tiikun by a Sipiavliun uihUm \ i( I'-Aiiiniral Cicll, 
nut ofSpoizia, in tho Cicnoobe Ton.ion, oii thu 1lih of ( h-tolxM-, tr‘»a, 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M'Artbur, vol. i. p. 191.J 

Genoa, 20th September, 1794. 

This City is, without exception, the most magnificent I ever 
beheld, superior in many respects to Naples, although it does 
not appear quite so fine from the sea, yet on shore it is far 
beyond it. All the houses arc palaces on the grandest scale. 
However, I trust we shall soon quit these magnificent scenes, 
and retire to England, where all that I admire is placed. 

Yours, 8cc. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in tbo possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Mole, September 25rd, 1794. 

Mr. Drake is not yet arrived, nor have we any account of 
his movements since the Letter he wrote the Consul, saying 
he expected to be here on the 20th. On Sunday evening I 
waited on the Doge, and, as Mr. Drake was not arrivetb I 
found it absolutely necessary to say something civil, which 
I did in the following words : ‘ That I was come to pay 

my respects to his Serenity, and to assure him, that both by 
duty and inclination I should pay the strictest attention to 
the neutrality of Genoa ; and should be happy in doing 
everything in my power to cement the harmony which sub- 
sisted between the two Nations.' The Doge was much 
pleased, and very civil ; saying, ‘ 4'hat he thanked me for my 
expressions of friendship, and begged to assure me, that it 
should be reciprocal on bis part ; and that from so pleasing a 
beginning of our renewal of friendship, he had no doubt of its 
being lasting ; that he was always happy to sec English 
Men-of-War in Genoa ; and whatever I found a difficulty in 
getting, by making it known to him, he would be happy in 
removing it ; and that the gates were always at my disposal. 
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I was received in some State, the Doge advancing to the 
middle of the room to receive me, and I had the honors 
of a Senato. On my departure from the Palace, the orders 
of the Doge had preceded me to the gates, where the Cap- 
tain of the Guard told me he had the decree for the gates 
at whatever time I pleased. I hope your Lordsliip will think 
I did right in expressing myself in the manner I did. I can 
tell your Lordship for your private ear, that never man was 
so unpopular as Mr. Drake in Genoa— the Nobles, Middle 
class, and Lowest, equally hate him. Even the boat ])eoplc 
speak of him as being so unlike any other Englishman. 
Yesterday evening I had an application from the INIaster 
of an English brig, taken by the French privateers under the 
guns of a Genoese fort, in March last, and kept with his people 
in one of the Lazzarettos, till the Genoese Courts determine 
whetlicr she was taken within the limits of their Coasts. The 
Master and crew wish my application for them to be liberated 
in the first instance, and secondly, that an immediate exatniru^- 
ticn of the case may take place, as they are sure, they say, 
of proving that the Vessel was taken under the guns of the 
Genoese fort. I told the Merchants tliat this was more a 
business for Mr. Drake tlian myself, but that if Mr. Drake 
did not soon arrive, 1 would apply for the Master and crew 
to be liberated. The Consul, from late circumstances, has no 
weight. I shall acquaint Mr. 1). of the circumstance so soon 
as he arrives. 


TO MUS. NELSON. 

[From Clurke and ALArthur, vol. i. p. IDl.] 

Gonoa, Soptamber 27 ih, 1794. 

We arc just going to sea with Lord Hood and Admiral 
Hotham, who came in here four days ago. We arc to pro- 
ceed off Gourjean to look at the French Ships, and thence to 
Toulon, where the Enemy have six Sail ready for sea, and 
most ])robably will soon make an effort to join their other 
Ships. The French have taken possession of Vado Hay in 
the Genoese territory, and of course will prevent our Ships 
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from anchoring ; and 1 have but little doubt, if the Enemy 
turn their thoughts to the invasion of Italy, that next Spring 
they will accomplish it. The Allied Powers seem jealous of 
each other, and none but England is hearty in the cause. 
Lord Hood goes from tlie Fleet to Corsica, whence he sails for 
England. 

Yours, &c, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[From a Coj)y, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, at Sea, October 2nt!, 1791'. 

My Lord, 

Not any notice having been taken in the Public List of 
Wounded at the Siege of Calvi, of tny eye being damaged, 1 
feel it but justice to myself to transmit to your Lordship two 
Certificates, one from the Surgeon General of his ]VIajesty'’s 
Forces, the other, from the Physician of the Fleet, and the 
Surgeon landed for th(' care of the Seamen; and I have to 
request that your I.ordship will take such measures as yon 
may judge proper that my Sovereign may be informed .of my 
loss of an eye in His Service : nor do 1 tliink that his ]\Iajesty 
will consider that I suffered the less pain from my deternuna- 
tion to do my duty in twenty-four hours after the accident, 
that those laborious duties intrusted by your Lordship to my 
direction might riot slacken. 

I submit my Case entirely to your Lordshi]),^ resting as- 
sured you will mention me in this matter as 1 deserve, and 
will do ample justice to the gallant Officers and Seamen em- 
ployed under me. 

1 am, with great respect. 

Your Lordsfiip's mo.st obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


^ Lord Hood did not fail to recommend bis case in tbe strongest inannor to tl]^• 
first Lord of tbe Admiralty. Vide Lord Hood’s Letter to Nelson, of tbe 1st of 
December, 1794, p. fyOa post. 
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CERTIFICATES. 


These are to Certify, that Horatio Nelson, Esquire, Com- 
mander of his Majesty’s Sliip Agamemnon, did, on the 10th 
day of July 1794, while Commanding the Seamen before 
Calvi, receive a wound of the iris of the right eye, which has 
occasioned an unnatural dilatation of the pupil, and a material 
defect of sight. 

Given under our hands, on board Ins Majesty’s ship Vic- 
tory, off Calvi, this 9th day of August 1794. 

John Harness, 
Physician to the Fleet. 

Michael Jefferson, 
Surgeon attending on Shore. 


These arc to Certify that Captain Horatio NclsoJi of Ins 
Majesty’s Ship Agamemnon, now serving on Shore at the 
Siege of Calvi, was on the 10th day of July last, wounded in 
the face and riglit eye, much injured by stones or splinters, 
struck by shot from the Enemy. There were several small 
lacerations about the face; and his eye so materially injured, 
that in my opinion, he will never recover the perfect use of 
it again. 

VV. Chambers, 

Surgeon to the Forces in 
the IMediterranean. 


Calvi, August 1794, 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M ‘Arthur, vol. i. p. Hh>.J 

OlF Gourjoan, October 3rd, 1794. 

Lord Hood^ is gone to Leghorn to receive his dispatches 
by a messenger, who is arrived from Fngland, and most pro- 

® On the 30th of Sopteml)er Lord Hood directed Captain Nelson to proceed 
olF Gourjeaii, and place himself under the orders of Vice-Admiral llotham, or 
if he had not arrived, of Vice-Admiral Goodall. In a Private Letter of that date 
Lord Hood said : 

“ IMy dear Nelson,— My letters by the roUirn of the courier I sent to Leghorn, 
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bably we shall only sec him to take leave. Admiral Hothain 
will be Commander-in-Chief ; and with new men, new 
measures are generally adopted, therefore I can at present 
say nothing about myself, except that I am in most perfect 
health. We have here eleven Sail of the Line, the Enemy 
have fourteen ; seven here, and seven at Toulon. They will 
probably before the winter is over effect a junction, when our 
Fleet will be kept together ; but whenever they choose to 
give us a meeting, the event I have no doubt will be such as 
every Englishman has a right to expect. 

October lOth. — Lord Hood is to join us in a few days; I 
fear I have no chance whatever of going Home. My Shijfs 
company are by no means recovered ; and we are destined to 
keep the sea, until both Ship and Crew are rendered unfit for 
service. Pray let me hear often from you : it is my greatest 
comfort. 

October 12th. — Lord Hood left us yesterday : therefore 
our hopes of my going Home at present are at an end ; how- 
ever, we must not re})ine : at all events I shall cheat the 
winter, and, as I understand I am to have a cruise, it may 
possibly be advantageous. Lord Hood is very well inclined 
towards me; but the service must ever supersede all ])rivate 
consideration. I hope you will spend the winter cheerfully. 
The Wolterton family, I am sure, will be happy to reci*iv(.‘ 
you for as long a time as you please. Do not repine at my 
absence : before Spring I hope we shall have Peace, when we 
must look out for some little cottage : 1 assure you I shall 
return to the plough with redoubled glee. 

October 15th. — Two of my opponents, whom J fell in wilh 
last year about this time, are now in England, or near it, 
the St. Fiorenzo, late La Minerve, and La Melpomene, both 


make it necessary ft»r me to f?o to that Port immediate]}’, bavini»- reason to believe a 
messenger will be there before me with Dispntdies of great imj)ortance for me to 
get as soon as possible. You will therefore herewith receive an order to proceed 
off Gourjeiin and put yourself under the command of Vice-Admiral flotlium, 
or Vice-Admiral Goodall, in bis absence. So soon as I got my Disj»atcbes you 
shall bear from me. 1 send you two Newspapers, by which you will see ilnit 
Cunningham WMS arrived. You will give them to Admiral llotbam. Ever, my 
dear Nelson, most faithfully yours, lloon," — Originul, in the Nelson I'sipers. 
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40 guns, 18-pounders, two as fine Frigates as are in the world. ^ 
I have been fortunate in being present at the taking and de- 
stroying of that whole Squadron ; and which, but for our 
disabling them, intended to have returned to France; they 
are now better disposed of. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM LOCKER, Ln:UTENANT-GO VEIINOR, 
GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

[Auto<;ray)b, in the Locker Papers.] 

Agamemnon, October 10th, 1794. Off Gourjean Bay. 

My dear Friend, 

I am just favoured with your letter of 3rd September, for 
which I sincerely thank you. My constitution is not the 
least impaired by my fag, which I assure you has been very 
great. I was almost the only person, in Army or Navy at the 
Siege ofCalvi, who was not completely knocked up. Out of 
2,000 men we have had died upwards of 300 ; and tlie 
others were so reduced that we had only 400 to take 
possession. My Ship’s company, who were all landed, suffered 
with the others ; nor can I get the better of the fever. Our 
Sick-list is now seventy-seven, almost all objects for the Hos- 
pital. What is to become of us I ciinnot guess, we are here 
making a show, but certainly unlit for a long cruise. The 
French Ships in the Hay are so fortified, that we cannot get 
at them without a certainty of the destruction of our own Fleet. 
At Toulon six Sail of the Line arc ready for sea in the 
outer Road, and two nearly so in the Arsenal. When Victory 
is gone we shall be thirteen Sail of the liine, when the Enemy 
will keep our new Commanding Officer in hot water, 
(Hotham,) who missed, unfortunately, the opportunity of 
fighting them, last June.- 

The French, if something capital is not done by the Aus- 
trians in the Piedmontese Territory, will in the spring ovei- 

* Captured at the Surrender of (-alvi. 

* Vide p. 47 d. 
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run Italy, now they have got and fortified Vado Bay, and 
every Town belonging to the Genoese, as they advance. We 
shall lose the benefit of Port Especia if the Austrians do not 
make haste ; and if the French get it, their Fleet may lay 
there with the greatest safety, and Italy is lost to us. Leg- 
horn will fall in a w’^eek. Some of the French are more active 
[« loord torn] than ourselves. We offend [torn] proceed, and 
then retreat. This [^orw]our conduct respecting Genoa, a war 
against her would have starved the Southern Provinces. Our 
Allies in these Seas are useless to us, as I believe they are in 
all other parts of the world. My paper is full. Kind remem- 
brances to IVIiss Eliza, and your Sons. Holloway of the Bri- 
tannia, and Jolin Sutton of the Egniont, desire to be remem- 
bered to you. Believe me your most affectionate Friend, 

II. N. 

Josiah is very well, and thanks you for your inquiries .oftei' 
him 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL HOTHAM. 

[From a Copy, in tho Admiralty, tran.sinittedby Xice- Admiral llotljaai, on 
whom the temporary command of the Fleet in the Mediterranean had devolved 
in consequence of Lord Hood’s return to England. | 

.Agame.unoii, at Sea, 17 Octolmr, 17PI. 

Sir, 

In obedience to your directions desiring me to inquire of 
Mr. William Bolton^' on what grounds he had written a 
letter to his relations in Suffolk, stating as a fact that Lit n- 
tenant Day and the crew of his IVIajesty’s Ship Ardent,-’ were 
j)risoners in France, I have the honour to ac([uaint you, that 
I find from Mr. Bolton that he had heard such a rt*port, and 
had written it to his friends, but that he was satisfied long 
since there was no truth in it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

* Tlion a Midshipman of the Agamemnon; afterwards Captain Sir William 
Bolton. Vide p. S42, ante. 

® The fate of the Ardent was never ascertained. It was supposed that she 
was blown up. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[FromClarko and M‘Artbur, vol. i. p. 194.] 

Leghorn, October 24tl}, 179 L 

What changes, my dearest Fanny, our life is subject to. The 
other day, when I wrote, I was going up the Levant : now 
that is gone by, and I am under different orders. We came 
in here to get a few refreshments for my people, seventy of 
whom are still very ill, and I go to sea on the 26th to Join the 
Fleet again. We have but little news here. I wish we could 
make a Peace on any fair terms, for poor England will be 
drained of her riches to maintain her Allies, who will not fight 
for themselves. 


[Apparently in continuation.] 

Leghorn, October 3 1st. 

It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good: being 
obliged by a gale to put back last night, I in consequence 
received your letter of September 3()t.h, which gave me infinite 
pleasure. Why you should be uneasy about me, so as to make 
yourself ill, T know not. I feel a confident protection in what- 
ever service I may be employed upon; and as to my health, I 
don’t know that I was ever so truly well : I fancy myself 
grown quite stout. My Ship, and Ship’s company, though 
not in half the strength as when I left Spitliead, several of 
my guns that were landed at Corsica having been destroyed, 
yet 1 am sure feel themselves equal to go alongside any 74 
out of France. Lord Hood sends me word he shall come out 
here again ; I own I don’t think so, although he retains the 
Chief Command. It rejoices me to hear Maurice^ is so well off. 
Admiral Hotham cannot keep the sea much longer; the Fleet 
must return into some Port. We have had three gales of wind 
in thirteen days, all very strong ; neither sails, ships, nor men 
can stand it. In the Channel, the Fleet goes instantly into 
Torbay, here we always keep the Sea. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


VOL. I. 


* His elilfst Brother. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VJCEKOY OF CORSICA. 

[Autograj)!!, in the Minto Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn, October 24th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

Since your Excellency has taken upon yourself the 
Viceroyship of Corsica, I have not had an opportunity of 
wishing you a most happy Government ; and I sincerely 
hope, from your mild Administration, that Corsica, hitherto 
torn to pieces by its own intestine divisions, will become an 
united and happy Country. Sure I am, without a compli- 
ment unmerited, that if they do not, under your Excellency, 
unite and be happy, they will not deserve to be so. My stay 
here will be very few days more ; but should Lady Elliot 
and your family arrive here (which I am told is possible) 
during my stay, the Agamemnon shall convey her Ladyship 
to Corsica, and I am certain that any Captain who may be 
here will immediately receive her, and convey her to Bastia, 
with the greatest pleasure* 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBO ROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Leghorn, October 26th, 1794. 

My dear Brother, 

I have not heard from you this age ; not more than tliree 
or four letters since I left England. You are become a noto- 
rious bad correspondent, and hardly deserve a letter from 
me. You may now, perhaps, thank a rainy day, and all 
their letters finished. I own I should like to hear from you, 
and all your Hilborough and Swaffham news, more interest- 
ing to me than all the Public news, probably because more 
tlifficult to be got at. This is not the case with you, who, I 
know, wish for Public news, and authentic. Then, I will 
send you a list of the French fleet in these Seas. 

5 
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Sans Culotte 120, Duquesnc 74, Genereux 74yTonnant 80, 
Commerce de Bordeaux 74, Censeur 74, Heureux 74, four 
Frigates, one Corvette, in Gourjean Bay ; Languedoc 80, Ca 
Ira 80, Conquerant 74,Gucrrier 74,Mercure 74, two Frigates, 
and Scout brig, in the outer road of Toulon, ready for sea ; 
Barras 74, Souveraine 74, Alcide 74, (Hardi Gl, intended for 
Toulon guard-ship,) the others fitting, and nearly ready; two 
new Frigates fitting. Thus have the Enemy a Fleet, in point of 
number superior to ours, we having only fourteen Sail of the 
Line. The junction of the two Squadrons off Gourjean and 
Toulon may be made whenever they please, for in the winter 
we cannot blockade them. What object they may have in 
view no one can tell, but if it is Italy, no Action will take 
place here before February, for before their Army can risk 
being cut off*, there must be a Sea Action to force us into 
Port, when, if we are not completely victorious — I mean, able 
to remain at Sea whilst the Enemy must retire into Port—if 
we only make a Lord Howe’s victory, take a part, and retire 
into Port, Italy is lost. Of the event of an Action I have no 
doubt, and only hope, they will be mad enough to make the 
trial speedily. It will end our heavy fag : it is the only event 
we have to wish for. The weather continues so bad and heavy 
gale of wind that we arc riding forecastle in ; and a foul 
wind, therefore cannot get out. 1 desire I may hear from 
you very soon. You will not forget to remember me kindly 
to Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, and the little ones. Compliments to 
all our friends at Swaffliam, and believe me, 

Your most affectionate Brotlier, 

Horatio Nklso.nt. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, KSQ. 

[From the Athenaeum.*’] 

Agam<*mnon, Leghorn, October 31 st, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

Being driven back to this Port last night by a gale of wind, 
I got Mrs. Nelson’s letter, dated from Kentish Town. Your 
kindness to her will never be forgotten by me ; and to Mrs. 
Suckling and Miss Suckling I feel infinitely obliged. I shall 

K K 2 
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only tell you, what may not be believed in England, that the 
French have put together a Fleet at Toulon, which could 
hardly be credited. Although many of them are old, yet 
they have fitted them well enough for an Action, if it should 
be necessary, I send you a list of them on the other side. 
We don’t seem to make much of the war. Our Allies are our 
burden. Had we left the Continent to themselves, we should 
have done well, and at half the expense. The gale mode- 
rates, and I am just going to get under weigh again. 

Believe me, with every affectionate wish and regard. 

Your obliged 

Horatio Nelson. 

I beg to be kindly remembered to every part of your 
family ; compliments to Mr. Mentz. 

Sans Culotte 120, Tonnant 80, Duquesne 74, Commerce 
de Bourdeaux 74, Gencreux 74, Censeur 74, Heureux][745 
four Frigates, one Corvette, in Gourjean Bay. Languedoc 80, 
Ca Ira 80, Conquerant 74, Guerrier 74, Mercure 74, two 
Frigates, and Schooners, in the outer road of Toulon, and 
ready for sea. Barras 74, Souverain 74, Alcide 74, are ready 
for sea in the inner harbour, and two new Frigates ; Hardi 
64, guard-ship, at Toulon. 


TO H. R. II. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarko and M'Arthur, vol. i, p. i94.] 

Agamemnon, at Sea, November 7tli, 1791. 

Since I had the honour of writing to your Royal Highness, 
my time has been fully occupied in endeavouring to reinstate 
the health of my Ship'‘s company, which had been miserably 
torn to pieces by, without vanity, I hope I may be allowed to 
say, as hard service as a Ship’s crew ever performed. 1 have 
lost fifty of my best men since I left Calvi; nor can the others 
be got round to their proper health, so entirely are their con- 
stitutions destroyed. I had been sent into Leghorn for some 
stores at the latter end of October, and did not leave Admiral 
Hotham off Gourjean Bay until the 3rd of November in the 
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morning, when I found the Enemy’s Fleet had given us the 
slip^ and that it was determined to unite our Fleet at St. 
Fiorenzo ; the French having given out, that they would eat 
their new-year’s dinner in Corsica. I was immediately de- 
tached to look into Hieres Bay and Toulon, and to examine 
into the state of their Fleet, and where they were got to. On 
the 5th of November, not finding them in Ilieres Bay, I stood 
close into Toulon Harbour, where are twenty-two Sail of Ships 
in the inner Harbour: we could only look over a point of 
land, therefore cannot say how many were of the Line. I see 
plainly they will keep us in hot water the whole winter, and I 
think it probable may detach small Squadrons to get, for a 
few days at intervals, in the track of our Trade upward-bound. 
Your Royal Highness has probably read the list handed 
about of their Fleet, fifteen Sail of the Line, ten Frigates, and 
Corvettes. Many we know must be in very bad condition; 
but still they may bear a few hours at Sea, which is sufficient 
for their purpose. Believe me ever with the highest respect, 
Your Royal Highness’s most dutiful Servant, 

Horatio Nelso.v. 


TO THE UIGIIT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VICEROY OF CORSICA. 

[Autograph, in the oVIinto Papers.] 

Agamemnon, St. Fiorenzo, November lOtli, 1794, 

My dear Sir, 

As I have been sent by the Admiral to examine into the 
state of the Enemy’s Fleet at Toulon, I think it will be ac- 
ceptable to your Excellency to have a copy of my Report, 
more especially as it is given out that Corsica is their object 
of attack, and very many in our service believe it. I own 
myself of a different opinion. Neither Calvi, St. Fio- 
renzo, or Bastia can be attacked by them, unless — what I 
hope no Englishman will credit — that they are able to beat 

*The Fleet which took rofugo in Gourjean Bay, “afterwards succeeded, owing 
in a great degree to the stormy state of the weather, in eluding the blockading 
force, and reached in safety the road of Toulon.”— /umea* Naval Uhtory, vol. i. 
p. 193. 
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our Fleet. We know from experience that an Army, thrown 
ashore without the possibility of being supported by a Fleet 
to land all the recpiisites for a Siege, (which are many,) 
however numerous they may be, cannot subsist long in an 
Enemy’s country. The Corsicans, if we keep them out 
of fortified places, would harass them to death. 

I shall take this opportunity of saying a word of 
Ajaccio. If the Enemy have an intention of getting a hold 
in Corsica, that is the place they will attempt ; and should 
they succeed, we shall find it a difficult matter to drive them 
out again. I never was there ; but it strikes me, that by 
numbers landed, and the appearance of their Fleet for a few 
hours, they may succeed ; for 1 believe the Corsicans un- 
derstand nothin<j of the art of defending fortified Towns. 

You will, I am sure, receive what I am going to say as it is 
meant, well^ and believe that all my wishes and desires 
are to see our Country successful, and the schemes of our 
Enemies frustrated. I am well aware it may be said, and 
with truth, that we have not Troops in the Island to defend 
any one place properly. I admit it ; but in answer I say — 
and am satisfied in my mind it will turn out so — if the 
Enemy make an attempt, that a few Troops and Artillery sta- 
tioned at Ajaccio, to keep the gates shut for a few days, 
would render abortive any schemes they may have for es- 
tablishing themselves there. I think three hundred men, and 
some Artillery to keep the Guns in order, to which if a Guard- 
ship was added, the seamen, in time of need, could go on 
shore to man the works; (for if the Enemy get Ajaccio, they 
may lay there with their whole Fleet, or leave a single Fri- 
gate, neither of which we could attack ; for in the Gulpli 
there is no sounding, and a sea setting constantly in, which 
would make us keep at a distance.) With this defence, I am 
confident the place, and I believe I may say the Island, 
would be perfectly safe, till our Fleet could get to the 
Enemy, when the event, I have no doubt, would be what 
every Briton might expect; besides, we have the incitement, 
(if any is wanted,) of our Home Fleet,- and we shall not like 
to be outdone by any one. 


• The Victory of the 1st of Jurn*. 
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I have taken the liberty of mentioning my idea of the im- 
portance of Ajaccio, only in the belief which I have, that 
your Excellency will receive it as a private comjnunication, 
(my situation does not entitle me to give any public opinion 
on such a point) ; as such I send it, and shall be happy if 
it gives rise to a serious consideration of its importance, 
when, I doubt not, much more proper modes of defence and 
security will be thought of than I have suggested. But, 
however that may be, I am bold to say, none can exceed me 
in the earnest desire of serving well my King and Country ; 
and of convincing your Excellency how much I am, on every 
occasion, your most sincere, humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


State and Sltuation of the French Fleet in Toulon, 
November 5th, 179J. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 




In the Arsenal, with their top-gallant-masts struck. 


Inner Road. 

1. Topmasts just pointed through the cap. 

2. Top-gallant-mast up. 

3. Do. do. 

4. Topgallant-mast struck. 

5. Topmasts up — no top-gallant-masts. 

6. Topgallant-masts up — Flag at mizen top-mast-head. 

7. Topgallant-masts up. 

8. Do. do. Broad Pendant at maintopgallant- 

mast head. 

9. Topgallant-masts up. 

10. Topgallant-masts struck. 

11. Do. do. 

N. B. None of these Ships have their sails bent. 

Outer Road. 

1. Frigate — topgallant-masts down. 
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2. Frigate — topgallant-masts up. 

Of the Line, sails bent, some with topgallant-yards 
across. 

8. Cannot tell whether of the Line or Frigate. 

N. B. No. 5, with a Pendant forward, all the others with 
Pendants at the maintop-gallant-inast -heads. Seven Sail of 
our Transports laying in a Tier under Cape Sepet above the 
Naval Hospital, with their Truce flag hoisted forward, and 
the English Colours at the mizen-peak. Yards and topmasts 
struck, topsail-yards down. 

Horatio Nelson. 


4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 


TO MHS. NELSON. 

{ From Clarko and M* Arthur, vol. i, p.'^JOd.] 

St. F'iorenzo, November 12tb, 

^ have been sent, since I wrote to you last, to look’aftcr tlie 
P^rcnch Fleet, who had again given Admiral Ilotham the slip. 
I found them in Toulon, sixteen Sail of the Line and several 
Frigates, and came in here two days afterwards. The French 
say they will have Corsica again. There has been a most 
diabolical report here, of Agamemnon’s being captured and 
carried into Toulon, owing to my running into the Harbour’s 
mouth. I hope it has not reached England. Never believe 
anything you may see in the Papers about us, and rest as- 
sured, that Agamemnon is not to be taken easily ; no two- 
decked Ship in the world, we flatter ourselves, is able to do 
it. 

November 15th. — Agamemnon begins to look miserably 
without a mizen-niast, .and will soon be without a main- 
mast. I am in the best possible health, yet I don’t like to 
be any longer kicked about, I am tired. The lying in 
Port is misery to me. I have just received a letter from the 
Viceroy of Corsica, in which are the following flattering ox- 
y^ressions to me, I am certain they will give you pleasure; — it 
was on the subject of Corsica being attacked : ‘ I know that 
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you, who have had such an honourable share in this acquisi- 
tion, will not be indifferent at the prosperity of the Country 
which you have so much assisted to place under his Majesty’s 
government.’ — Whether these are words of course, and to be 
forgotten, I know not ; they are pleasant, however, for the 
time. 

Yours, 8ec. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO II. R. H. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clnrko and McArthur, voL i. p. 196 .] 

November, 1794. 

Sir, 

Our Transports, which had been detained at Toulon since 
the time they carried over the Garrison of Calvi, arrived on 
the 22nd. No reason was ever given for detaining them ; 
but their sails were taken from them, and during their stay 
not a man was suffered to go on shoi’e. They were, however, 
treated tolerably, until the arrival of Jean Bon St. Andre, 
who, to the Officer’s modest and proper requests, gave insolent 
answers, the true characteristic of little minds ; a generous 
Enemy would have disdained the withholding medical assistance 
from the unfortunate, whom chance had put in their pow'er. 
At eight o’clock in the evening of the 20th, their sails were 
sent alongside, and a message, tliat if they were not out of the 
harbour by twelve o’clock next day, they would keep them. 
The English, poor fellows, wanted no spur to clear them of 
such wretches ; one Transport, who got aground, they left 
behind, and she is not yet arrived. The Enemy have fifteen 
' Sail of the Line ready for Sea, with which, they say, they 
mean to fight our Fleet ; and as Admiral Hotham sailed from 
Fiorenzo on the 25th, to go off Toulon with thirteen Sail of 
the Line, they will have the opportunity. As to the eVent 
I have no doubt it will be victory on the side of the English. 

My heart, I assure you, is almost broke to find Agamem- 
non lying here, little better than a wreck : we hope to get 
fitted in about three weeks. I own my sincere wish, that 
the Enemy would rest quiet until ^ve are ready for Sea, and 
n gleam of hope sometimes crosses me, that they will. At 
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Toulon seven Sail of the Line are to be launched by next 
March ; they get well supplied with timber by the Genoese 
vessels. 

I aiH) &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[Autog^raph, in the possession of John Young, Esq, Printed in ‘^the Athe- 
naeum.”] 


Agamemnon, Leghorn, November 28th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

Perhaps you will say, I am but little obliged for this 
letter, as it encloses one for my dear wife ; but I believe 
you will give me credit for writing as often as my situa- 
tion will admit. I shall tell you our news, which will soon 
be interesting. Matters are fast drawing to a crisis in this 
Country. Our Transports, which have been detained at 
Toulon, since they carried over the Garrison of Calvi, were 
liberated on the 20th November; their sails, which had 
been taken from them, being sent on board, and sixteen hours 
allowed them to depart. Not a man was allowed to go on 
shore during their stay, and the answers of Jean Bon St. 
Andre were insolent in the highest degree to modest and 
proper requests. He sent a message to T.ord Hood,^ not 


3 Lord Hood arrived in England on the 21st of September, and on the 1st of 
December wrote to Nelson respecting his Services and Wound. 

‘'(Private.) Devizes, December 1st, 1794. 

" My dear Nelson, — I arrived at Spithend on tho 21st and in London on the 
2.'>rd, orders having been lodged not to put tho Victory under quarantine. On my 
getting out of my coach Lord Chatham came to me, and 1 took the earliest oppor- 
tunity of explaining to his Lordship the very illiberal conduct of General Stuart 
in not mentioning you in his Public Letter, and put into his hands your Letter 
to me with the accompanying Certificates, [vido p. 488 ante,] which he will sliovr 
the King, so that you maybe perfectly easy upon that subject. 

Five sail are now under orders for the Mediterranean ; three are to come 
home, the Bedford, your Ship, and another. I am so far in my way to Bath, in 
order to get myself into health to return to the Mediterranean in the Spring. 
After 1 got into my conch I received a note from T.ord Grenville, informing mo 
he should dispatch a messenger to Florence to-morrow, and as my engagement to 
call upon my good friend the Speaker near Heading, and an accident befalling a 
coach horse and the postilion, I did not get here lor some hours so soon as I 



AIT. 3 ( 5 .] 


LETTERS. 


507 


knowing of his departure, that, if he sent any more Flags 
to the Port of the Mountain, he would burn the Vessels. 
They have fifteen Sail of the Line ready for sea, with which 
they say they will fight our Fleet. Now, as yVdiniral Hot- 
ham is gone oif Toulon with thirteen Sail of the Line, they 
may if they please. I am, as you will believe, uneasy enough, 
for fear they will fight, and Agamemnon not present, — it will 
almost break my heart ; but I hope the best— that they are 
only boasting at present, and will be quiet till I am ready. 

The Admiral will return here, and I hope to be ready to 
accompany him the next time he goes to sea; it is misery for 
me to be laid up dismantled. Our friends in Corsica think 
the French intend them a visit. I am of a different opinion 
from the whole Fleet, Army, and Viceroy. Port Especia is 
their object, I am convinced ; and, if they get it, they 
will plague us more than ever. They have seven Sail of the 
Line on the .stocks at Toulon, which will all be launched next 
March, when they will have twenty-two Sail of the Line for 
the whole of next summer. The Genoese supply them with 
everything, and England has submitted to be humbled by 
such a paltry State. The Danes and Swedes are for 
ever entering Toulon with timber. If they are stopped, they 
are bound to Genoa and Leghorn, from which place the wood, 
&c., is sent with little expense. The rascality of Neutral 
Powers we all know ; therefore I have only to say, they arc 
as bad as ever. 

I beg you will present my kindest remembrances to Mrs. 
Suckling, Miss Suckling, and the rest of the family. Is Cap- 
tain Suckling^ still abroad ? My remembrance to him when 
you write, and don’t forget me to Mr. Rumsey, and my 
friends at Hampstead, and believe me ever 

Your most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


expected ; consequently lost the ninil frons Hath, and must send an express, as I 
should be sorry the messenger .should arrive at Florence without a few lines to 
you. l.adv Hood is with me, and unites in all good wishe.s, witlii my dear Nel* 
soil, yours very faithfully, Hihid.’' Or/giiio/, in the Nelson Papers. 

* A^’erwards Lieulenant-Coloiiel, to whom Letters will be found in subse- 
quent volumes : he was \ natural son of Mr. Suckling. 
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TO JOHN M‘ ARTHUR, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn, November 28th, 1794. 

My dear Sir, 

I dare say you inquired at Gibraltar about the expense of 
the Corn vessel, and have directed Littledale and Broderip 
to pay the amount, although the letter is not yet arrived. 
This letter is on the subject of our Bastia and Calvi Prize- 
money. 

What I have got at present is nothing : what I have 
lost is, an eye, 300/., and my health, with the satisfaction of 
my Ship’s company being completely ruined : so much for 
debtor and creditor. It is absolutely necessary you should 
know how the Prize-money is to be distributed. It may be 
necessary, and I think must be finally determined by the King 
in Council. Shall those who were present at the commence- 
ment, those who only came time enough to see the Enemy’s 
flags struck, share equal to us who bore the turden of the 
day? It must be considered as very different to sharing 
Prize-money at sea. There the object, if resistance was made, 
could be assisted: with us it was quite different. Far be it from 
me to be illiberal. Those Ships who rowed guard the whole 
time, as Victory, Princess Royal, and Fortitude, and Aga- 
memnon, are the only Ships who remained the whole Siege; 
Gorgon, great part ; I/Imperieuse, certain ; and Fox Cutter. 
How the others are to be discriminated, I cannot say. 

: I think you ought to get the opinion of two good Counsel, and 
from their opinion you may form some judgment what may be 
necessary to be done. Colonel Villettes and myself have 
talked the matter over, and think, as we were joined together 
in the same service, that we should be considered as different 
from the others. Then Brereton and the Captains who block- 
aded the Port, and served on shore — under what head those 
[Ships] who accidentally assisted for one moment and were 
gone the next, is not for me to determine. If it is thought 
right these points ought, and I must desire may be, in- 
quired into. I know no reason why every one that pleases 
is to share with us. It may be lucessary to speak to Lord 
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Hood on the subject, who, I am sure, will recommend what 
is just, and that I would have you pursue. Believe me, 
Your very obedient humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelsoji. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M* Arthur, vol.i. p. 197.] 

December, 1794. 

We have our fears^ for some Frigates of ours on the coast 
of Barbary : one is arrived who escaped from six Frigates, 
but we have not heard of the other two. The French have 
sent over, as a present to the Bey of Tunis, a Xebec com- 
pletely armed : thus by trifling presents they keep up their 
influence, whilst England sends nothing; of course, they are 
the well-wishers of one, and dislike the other, and give the 
Enemy every information respecting our Cruisers, whilst we 
are in total ignorance. 

December U)th. — Our Fleet is arrived, and I shall be ready 
to go to Sea with them again. We sail to-morrow on a 
cruise, therefore I can only scribble a line to say, I never 
was better: I have no doubt but good fortune will attend us. 
Most probably early in the Spring we shall be in England, 
and I really believe Peace is not far distant at this moment, 
God bless you, and give us a happy meeting, says your most 
aflectionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* These fears proved to be \%ithout foundution. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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